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A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is available delivered to your house for
people who have difficulty in accessing the digital issue through age or infirmity. Please
contact us (or a member of the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall into this category. This is
a service dependent on volunteers to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.
As all readers doubtlessly know, we are back in a national lockdown again. Whilst it may
well not feel quite as dramatic as out first lockdown, the reality is that the current situation
is in fact rather more serious and dangerous than last March. We must all therefore do what
we can to reduce the potential for spread of the virus by avoiding unnecessary contact and
staying at home unless there is real need, and by taking the vaccination when offered. Many
of us have adjusted to managing things like shopping etc., but nevertheless some people
will again need help. The Community Council have therefore made available their
emergency contact number 07376 531092. Call this number if you need assistance or
advice.
Here are the current rules which we must follow. These are legally enforceable:
MEETING OTHERS
A maximum of two people from up to two households will be able to meet outdoors.
Children aged 11 and under will not be counted in that limit, and they will also be able to
play outdoors in larger groups, including in organized gatherings. However, for everyone
else – including 12 to 17 year olds - outdoor exercise should only take place in a way which
is consistent with the 2 people from 2 households rule. The frequency of outdoor exercise is
not limited.
HOME WORKING
Anyone who is able to work from home, must do so. It will only be a reasonable excuse to
/Cont.
Crail Matters only works because you support it. If you haven’t yet supported us, then
please consider doing so. And if you have, very many thanks!. Donations can be made
directly to our bank account (Crab Publishing) at:
Sort Code: 83-26-28
A/c No.: 15518709
Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We need willing hands to help with Editing,
layout and production. We also need local reporters. If you would like to help please contact us.

leave your home to go to work, if that work cannot be done from home.
TRAVEL
You cannot leave your home except for an essential purpose. When you do go out, stay as
close to home as possible and stay away from crowded places. And it remains the case that
no-one is allowed to travel into or out of Scotland or between council areas in Scotland
unless it is for an essential purpose.
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/
PLACES OF WORSHIP
Places of worship will close until 1st February for all purposes except broadcasting a
service or conducting a funeral or wedding. While up to 20 people will still be able to
attend funeral services, wakes will not be possible during January. A maximum of 5 people
may attend wedding and civil partnership services. This is different advice from England so
we contacted the Scottish Government to ask if this would change to bring it in line across
the UK.
SCHOOLS AND NURSERIES
The school closure period will be extended until the end of January with most school pupils
learning remotely – rather than in school. This will be reviewed on 18th January. The
change will apply to all pupils - except vulnerable children, and children of key workers. It
includes nursery schools, as well as primary and secondary schools. The fortnightly review
will not simply be a choice between opening and closing schools – but may see a gradual or
staggered return with nurseries and primary schools returning earlier than secondary
schools.
KEY WORKER CHILDCARE
Allowing the children of keyworkers access to their child’s own nursery/school from 7th
January will enable them to carry out front-line, emergency work supporting the COVID-19
response. https://www.fife.gov.uk/kb/docs/articles/health-and-social-care2/coronaviruscovid-19/schools-and-families/key-worker-categories-for-use-in-childrens-activity-centres
BREACHES OF COVID RULES
Police Scotland have made available an online form for reporting breaches of the lockdown
rules. It can be found here (https://www.scotland.police.uk/secureforms/covid19/) The

form is for reporting breaches and is not meant for reporting emergencies with the
police still advising members of the public to call 999 in an emergency. The
reporting tool does not allow for incidents in the past to be reported, but ongoing or
live incidents can be flagged to the force, who will then respond.
The Oxford vaccine is now approved –here are 10 reasons why you should
get vaccinated
The Oxford-AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine has been authorised for use in the UK,
meaning that millions more vaccine doses can now be delivered in the country. This will
speed up progress towards achieving widespread immunity to the coronavirus.
However, since the start of the pandemic – and particularly since vaccines for COVID-19
started being developed – many people have expressed concerns about their safety and
effectiveness. If you’re among those feeling hesitant about getting a COVID-19 vaccine –
or if you’re wondering why vaccines are considered one of humanity’s greatest
achievements – here are 10 reasons why you should consider getting vaccinated.
1. Because vaccines save lives
6. To save time and money
2. To protect your health Vaccines also
7. To be able to travel safely
protect us from many debilitating illnesses.
8. To limit drug resistance
3. To protect and support health services
9. To protect future generations
4. To protect the vulnerable
10. To prevent the spread of fake news
5. Because they’re rigorously tested
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Crail Village Shops
opening times and home delivery arrangements
Barnett's Bakery: Mon - Sat 8am - 2pm Ph#01333 310205
Co-op hours: Mon - Sun 7am - 10pm Ph#01333 450309
Dan's: Mon - Sun 7am - 10pm Ph# 01333 451818
Green's (Temp. Hours) : Mon - Sat 9am - 3:30pm Ph# 01333 311733 Delivery days:Tues,
Wed, Fri, Sat ( call day before or by 11am for your order)
Penman's: Mon, Tues, Thur - Sat 6:30am - 3pm Wed: 6:30am - 12:30pm Ph#01333
450218 Give a call for delivery. (East Neuk, St. Andrews & surrounding areas)
Pharmacy: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9am - 1pm 2pm - 5:30pm Wed: 9am - 1pm Saturday
9-1.00pm Ph#01333 450402 Can delivery to those shielding. There are no shortages of
meds.. Not giving Covid shots.
Smoke Shop (Lockdown hours): Mon - Sat 10a - 5pm If you need to order please email:
Crispinrainbow@gmail.com. They will let you know when your order can be picked up.
Ardross 01333 331400 info@ardrossfarm.co.uk
Order & Collect
- please place your order by phone or email by 4pm the day before collection.
-the order & collect service costs £2
-your order will be paid for over the phone the evening before collection when a member of
our team phones to discuss any substitutions.
-when you arrive at our shop please text 07399076502 with your surname and car
registration and stay in your car.
- a member of our team will be out shortly with your order, place it on the ground near your
car, give a cheery wave and walk away.
Home Delivery
-please place your order by phone or email by 4pm the day before delivery.
-Home delivery costs £4.50
- Delivery days for Crail Tuesday - Saturday
-your order will be paid for over the phone the evening before collection when a member of
our team phones to discuss any substitutions.
-Colin, our wonderful delivery driver will set off as soon as fresh bread has arrived to
deliver your food.
Anstruther Medical Practice
Anstruther Medical Practice report that they have received 100 doses of the Astro Zenica
Oxford vaccine, and have administered them to over the 80’s registered iin the Practice. The
Practice has some 400 over 80’s registered with them, and no further vaccines are expected
until the end of the month. The Practice has no control over access to vaccines. Eligible
patients will be contacted by the Practice as vaccines are available; please do not call the
Practice.
PARKING CHARGES REMOVED IN FIFE
Charges for public parking in Fife will be lifted from Monday, 11th January. The
suspension on charging by Fife Council will remain until the end of the current lockdown.
The aim is to support all key workers and to ease pressure in residential areas.
Restrictions on the length of time someone can park in the council space are suspended.
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Letters to the Editor
Sir,
It is very unfortunate that one of our elected councillors, Linda Holt, has used the opportunity to
address the people in Crail (in Crail Matters 189, 4th of January) to spread disinformation about
Covid-19 and to parrot talking points of irresponsible journalists, not grounded in scientific facts.
For an elected politician it is unacceptable to contribute to rumour mongering and disinformation in
a situation that requires clarity and an informed debate.
For the record, Linda Holt states that the high number of positive tests is down to the tests being 'not
being a fit diagnostic tool', and concludes that she 'believes the virus is no longer epidemic'. This is
profoundly misleading. While the number of PCR tests has been broadly stable in Scotland since
late August, around 20000 per day, the number of positive test results increased from less than 100
to more than 1000 in the same timespan. This cannot be explained by faulty tests. PCR is the most
reliable method to test for the virus, claims to the opposite have been debunked numerous times by
competent sources. If PCR tests would result in large numbers of false positives, we should have
seen those over the summer, when almost all tests came back negative and Scotland was (mostly)
Covid-free. In addition, independent data on the progress of the pandemic broadly
supports the results from PCR testing - for example, the ZOE Covid-19 Symptom Tracker and
the SEPA wastewater monitoring.
There is no doubt that we are witnessing a prolonged second wave of the pandemic in Scotland.
Alex Scholz, Crail
I wonder if Councillor Holt would like to reflect on her comments about the current situation
regarding Covid 19? Her assertion it is no longer a pandemic and “is no longer making people ill or
killing them” is inaccurate, misleading and in my opinion dangerous. On the day of writing this
there were 830 deaths in the UK. More locally in Fife there are 60 people in hospital, six of them in
intensive care. I expect the figures to be even worse by the time this is published. Councillor Holt
has in the past made her disdain for travel restrictions and wearing face coverings clear, but as an
elected representative she should perhaps take more care over her public pronouncements.
With the vaccination programme underway there is a solution in sight, now is not a time to suggest
relaxing our efforts in suppressing the virus. I would encourage people to ignore her comments and
stick rigorously to the guidance.
Dr John Wilson, Crail
I was surprised to read that Cllr Linda Holt believes that Covid-19 ‘is no longer epidemic’ (previous
issue). What evidence supports this view – which is diametrically opposed to Scottish Government
advice? Our worst enemy in dealing with the current epidemic is misinformation and Covid-19
fatigue. I hope that the editors of Crail Matters will give Cllr Linda Holt an opportunity to reexamine her beliefs.
Bernie McConnell, Crail.
May I through your pages appeal to residents of Crail to report to Police Scotland any incidents of
vandalism or other forms of antisocial behaviour? Many of us take great comfort in living in a
beautiful village, and value the environment we have. To see damaged fences or upended litter bins
is distressing, unnecessary but above all worrying. Roome Bay seems to be a particular focus, but
sometimes it is quite intimidating to walk through Denburn Woods. It seems to be getting worse, so
perhaps we need to be extra vigilant.
Concerned Crail (name and email address supplied)
Several weeks ago you kindly published a few words about our house hunt. We have sold our house
and are now renting in Crail. We wish to settle in Crail. The point is should anyone be
considering selling their house, we are not in 'a chain' and are ready to go! If someone would like to
contact us about the possibility of our buying their place, we'd be delighted.
Annie and David Hughes 07989519050
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A rare opportunity to walk to May? Colin Morrison
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Take Five to Stop Fraud
Criminals are experts at impersonating people,
organisations and the police. They spend hours
researching you for their scams, hoping you’ll
let your guard down for just a moment. Stop
and think. It could protect you and your
money.
Stop
Taking a moment to stop and think before
parting with your money or information could
keep you safe.
Challenge
Could it be fake? It’s ok to reject, refuse or
ignore any requests. Only criminals will try to
rush or panic you.
Protect
Contact your bank immediately if you think
you’ve fallen for a scam and report it to Police
Scotland.
To help everyone stay safe from fraud we have
some helpful advice for both individuals and
businesses:
Personal
Business
Coronavirus
Some criminals are using the pandemic as an
opportunity to trick people into parting with
their money or information.
In some cases people are urged to “take
advantage of the financial downturn”, using
emails and social media platforms to advertise
fake
investment
opportunities
in
cryptocurrency such as Bitcoin. Others include
criminals offering their assistance with
Universal Credit applications, while taking
some of the payment as a fee for their
“services”.
It’s important to remember that criminals are
experts at impersonation, using official
branding and language used by trusted
organisations and government departments to
convince you their emails are genuine. These
may include offering you or your business a
government grant or a reduction in your
council tax with links contained leading to fake
websites designed to obtain your personal and
financial information.
Remember to Take Five to Stop Fraud.
6

Free Home Learning Resources for
Parents with Young
Children
Scholastic is an organisation with a
mission to help children learn to read, and
love to read. They’ve made available
some free home learning activity packs
covering ages 3-5, and 5-7, based around
a selection of the much-loved books by
Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler.
You’ll need to register with Scholastic to
be able to download them https://
resource-bank.scholastic.co.uk/content/
40114
Fife Libraries: eBooks, eAudiobooks and
Digital Magazines
One of the many useful resources provided by
Fife Libraries is its RBdigital service which
gives you free access to a range of eBooks,
eAudiobooks, and Digital Magazines. You
need to be a library member to sign up and
you can then download the app onto your
mobile device, which allows you to access the
eBooks and digital magazines directly (so you
don’t need to go through the library’s web
pages, or those of RBdigital). There is more
information available in the libraries section
of the ONFife web site: http://
www.onfife.com/libraries- archives/onlineresources/ebooks-eaudiobooks-and-digitalmagazines

Bowhouse Christmas Tree recycling
We have had a few people asking if we are collecting
Christmas Trees for recycling this year and the answer
is yes!
If you bought a real Christmas tree this year, you are
not alone. Around 6 million Christmas trees are sold in
Britain every year, the Local Government Association
estimates that the cost of landfilling them would be
approximately £13.9 million.
Again this year we are offering to recycle your tree for
you by chipping and then composting it. Once the
compost is complete we will then use it on the plots
and the land around Bowhouse reintroducing the
carbon stored in the tree back into the soil.
Bring your trees (clear from all decorations please) to
Bowhouse, just follow the signs for deliveries to the
back of Bowhouse. You will see some potato boxes
creating a bay with a pile of greenery, just add your tree to that pile and we will deal with it.
Please drop your tree off no later than the 20th of January.
Safer Communities Fife
We have not posted fly tipping incidents for a while, so here we are, back on the case of
highlighting the small minority of irresponsible people in Fife.
There
is
no
acceptable excuse
for this! We hear
excuses that it is
Fife
Councils
fault, that the
Recycling Centres
are closed and the
rest, but fly tipping
is no ones fault but
your own, we all
have choices.
There are many
options available
in
Fife
for
disposing of your
unwanted items
responsibly
including:1) Book a slot at
your
local
recycling centre
here:
https://
www.fife.gov.uk/.../recycling-points-and-centres
2) You can arrange to have a Bulky Uplift by Fife Council, please see here for more info:
https://www.fife.gov.uk/.../apply.../bulky-uplift-service
3) You can book a reputable waste carrier to collect your unwanted items. There is a list of
licensed carriers here: https://www2.sepa.org.uk/wastecarriers/
Do not choose the option of fly tipping your waste - THIS IS NOT AN OPTION, and should
never even cross your mind.
Please do the right thing, Take responsibility for YOUR waste.
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Brown Bin Collection:
Winter Regime Reminder

Worship Resources:
The Church of Scotland: For online service
details click here.
St Andrews St Andrews Episcopal Church
is webcasting at 10am each Sunday click here
or contact (zoom.stasstas@gmail.com).
Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail , Refer to web site here.
Crail Parish Church Crail Church is closed
for worship.
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem
is
broadcasting
Sunday
Communion Services, conducted by the new
Priest in charge, The Rev. Steven Butler. at
1030 Please check beforehand in case
circumstances change. For details of the link
required
go to https://www.eastneukepiscopal.co.uk/
Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
In order to comply with Scottish Govt
Regulations CCC is closed until further notice
In the meantime we will continue to provide a
weekly Meditation Service on YouTube. The
details of the Service and the YouTube link
Are available here: http://
www.coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk/
For urgent pastoral needs please contact 01333
312041 pastor_ccc@btinternet.comtions.
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Several people put their brown bins out
for collection last Wednesday (6th
January). They weren’t emptied because
Fife Council are currently operating their
winter regime for brown bins. Blue bins
are still collected every two weeks, but
brown bins are only being collected
every FOUR weeks. Make sure you
check the Fife Council bin collection
calendar to find the next date for the
collection of your brown bins: https://
www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar

Changes to Post Office van hours
As of Monday 11th January. The post
office bus will only be coming to Crail
on a MONDAY AND TUESDAY
1.45pm - 3.45pm until government
restrictions are lifted.

WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell
Photography by John Anderson except ‘Raven with
Golf Ball - Will Cresswell
When the New Year starts, I try to see how
many species I can see on the first day. It gets
the Crail year list of to a definite start, and it’s
great to have one day in a year when seeing a
house sparrow is just as exciting as seeing a
rarity. Every species counts. The rules are
simple – any species seen within 24 hours
within 10 km of my house. To date I have only
managed 85. This Jan 1st it was a creditable 84.
The expected ones that I can find easily every
day with the addition of Lapland bunting, twite,
Mediterranean gull (first appearance ever on Jan
1st) and jack snipe. First bird was a blackbird
ticking outside my house when still dark as I left
to start at Boarhills. The last bird was a flock of
common scoter, catching the last sunlight as
they flew far out to sea by Kingsbarns – the sun
has already set for me watching from the shore.
The two highlights of the day were finding a
Mediterranean gull among the thousand or so
black-headed and common gulls in the
Kingsbarns gull flock and finding a jack snipe
immediately in the boggy field corner that in
many years is the only reliable place on my
patch for this species, but not so for the last
couple of years. I missed a few easy species –
sparrowhawk, long-tailed duck, ringed plover,
greenshank, lapwing and golden plover, and a
few “with a bit of luck species” – jay, peregrine,
grey plover, bar-tailed godwit, velvet scoter,
greylag goose, water rail, whooper swan. If I
had a perfect day, with everything possible
being seen and a couple of lucky minor rarities
(like great northern diver), I am sure I could get
100 species. Something to play for. I do like the
element of Groundhog Day of my Jan 1st bird
race. I get to do it again next year and can
change things to make it better: a bit more
scoping out of sites for lapwing and golden
plover the day before, for example. If you don’t
get this and you are shaking your head because
of the obvious obsessive and inconsequential
nature of the task I set myself for Jan 1st, then
just give it a try sometime. A daily bird race
(any day will do) is great fun, makes you focus
on what is around you and perhaps most
importantly, a key to happiness is setting
yourself straightforward, achievable goals. I felt
well started on 2021.
I went down to Balcomie Beach the next
morning. The day before it was so busy with
post-hangover walkers that there were no
waders there at all: I missed the usual ringed
plovers. It was back to normal on the 2nd with
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about 50 sanderling and dunlin, ten ringed
plover and one bar-tailed godwit. The last two
missing from my year list started the day before.
Another addition was shelduck. A couple passed
over the sea heading North. I had forgotten
about them. We usually see them around Crail in
late March when they start to think about
breeding, but they can turn up at any time
during the year. It was a quiet seawatch from
Fife Ness. The sea duck, including the
goldeneye, seem to have gone elsewhere, with
only a pair of red-breasted merganser at
Balcomie. There was only one gannet and a few
guillemots and kittiwakes passing far out.
John and I went down to the bunting fields by
Kenly Water first thing on the morning of the
3rd. The plan was to photograph the Lapland
buntings as they flew around us or ideally
perched in the new hedge. No plan survives
contact with the enemy… Initially all seemed
good, we quickly found a couple of flocks (of
six and seven) in the usual south-west corner of
the field closest to the coastal path. But they
wouldn’t circle around us, only flying high and
far away around the perimeter of the field. It
was all very atmospheric as they flew across the
moon, and bruised storm clouds, but not
conducive for any kind of photo that was
recognisably a Lapland bunting. And the
morning, instead of getting lighter, got darker as
the rain came in. We cut our losses and headed
back, putting up another couple of Lapland
buntings closer to the road. It was still early so I
decided to try an experiment. I think that there
are Lapland buntings all over between St
Andrews and Crail, and it is just a case of
finding them. This involves walking through
stubble fields, ideally with lots of weeds, until
you put them up. And because they only reliably

flush at 20-30 metres, it means a lot of walking.
So, I chose some new stubble fields between
Wormiston and Cambo at Randerston farm.
Five fields, three of them quite weedy. In the
three weedy fields closest to the sea, I found a
flock of six, a flock of five and a single Lapland
bunting. These are the minimum number of
birds: I had sight of up to 16 and I will have
probably missed some. I covered realistically
about 25% of each field (although my dog may
have doubled that figure): in any case, I can
hardly claim to have covered all of the fields
within flushing distance. The conclusion of my
experiment: at least this year, it might be just
effort that is determining the number of Lapland
buntings that are being recorded. I also found
another flock of 25 twite, and probably a second
similar sized flock, but it was distant and I
didn’t hear
any calls.
Plus a lot
of
skylarks,
some corn
buntings
(some
singing)
and good
numbers of tree sparrows. Stubble fields are
great: spring rather than autumn sowing of
crops really helps birds.

smart to mistake golf balls for eggs or anything
edible, so I suspect they were just playing.
Ravens have been seen picking up objects
(sticks and rocks), dropping them and then
catching again in mid-air many times, and
ravens quite often behave exactly as if they are
playing. The most memorable of these incidents
that I have read about is a group of ravens
sliding down a snowy slope on their backs,
before walking or flying back up to the top and
doing it again and again, like a group of
children sledging. So, expect an “East Fife
ravens learn to play golf” headline in the
Scotsman any day soon, or alternatively “Killer
crows bomb coastal path with pilfered balls”
from the Daily Record. I often find golf balls
along the coastal path and have always blamed
bad golfers, but clearly something else might be
responsible now. It was great to see the ravens
again on the patch. They are behaving as if they
might nest: they should start nest building now
and lay eggs in February. Fingers crossed.
The buntings were back in the stubbles just
north of Kingsbarns on the 7th. If you walk out
of Kingsbarns on the main road towards St
Andrews and then turn right down the green
lane after the first stubble field you get to
several more stubble fields to the northwest of
the golf course. And this is where they are. An
amazing 140 corn buntings. They were feeding
in a couple of smaller flocks in the stubble but
occasionally flying up to perch all together at
the top of the large trees in the garden of
Sandyhill house. Then they could be counted
fairly easily – one count of 130 and another
later of 140. There was a count the day before
of 129, so we can be fairly confident that there
are a lot there. We think there are about 200
active territories in the east of Fife – so perhaps
500 adults breeding. Then there will be the
juveniles produced last year – three or four per
pair if they did well last summer (and I think
they did). So another 800 birds at most. Some
will have died in the intervening 6 months – if
we work on an average annual juvenile survival
rate in the first year of 30%, then we would
have 520 left, and for adults an average annual
survival rate of 60%, then we would have 400
left. So, a total population of 920 corn buntings
(and I think this is an overestimate and the
result of a very approximate back of the
envelope calculation…) making this flock at
Kingsbarns 15% of the population! There were
also between 60-100 yellowhammers, 45 tree
sparrows and at least 15 reed buntings. They
were all mobile but on occasions they were all
in the same small area making a very
impressive flock.

I walked down Kitto’s Den on the morning of
the 4th to check on the ravens down there.
When I got down to the shore there was a raven
displaying briefly over the crags. It disappeared
for thirty minutes but then I saw it further down
the coast towards Boarhills mobbing a buzzard.
A second bird joined it. The pair then flew
around a bit over the fields before displaying
again over the cliffs at the south end of the
Fairmont golf course. At one point I noticed that

one raven was carrying what looked like a
large egg – but there are none available in
January? It carried it over the golf course and
then dropped it over the cliffs before diving
after it. It should have been obvious what it was
carrying…I enlarged a photo when I got home
and saw it was a golf ball! Ravens are far too

A few of the local birders who live in St
Andrews, Kingsbarns, Crail or Anster took their
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lockdown exercise last Saturday morning
walking across the remaining stubble fields from
Crail to St Andrews. The plan was to get an
accurate minimum count of Lapland Buntings,
and test the theory that if you walk across
enough stubble fields in the East Neuk you will
bump into a few. I walked out from Crail across
the stubbles between Denburn and Hammer Inn,
then the stubble fields between Wormiston and
Randerston Farm by the Kingsbarn’s Distillery. It
was a cold morning – minus three in the
moderate wind, the ground frozen. But great to
stride across the stubble fields imagining I was in
the Arctic, just at the start of the autumn. There
were a few skylarks in every field but otherwise
it everything was concentrated in a huge field
down at Randerston. Hundreds of skylarks
milling around, with flocks of linnets and twite
(hard to count because I could only hear them
calling amongst the linnets), and starlings, some
fieldfares,
meadow pipits
and
yellowhammers
as well. I picked
up a group of 4
Lapland buntings
and then a single
bird but with all
the skylarks it was
very hard to keep track of them and I am sure I
overlooked a few. The wind made hearing their
calls difficult and I only picked up flying birds
when they passed quite close. Still, as I scanned
through the skylarks I picked up a large open
faced bunting making a “chew” call with a white
wing bar – a
snow bunting.
A needle in a
haystack – but
sometimes you
get lucky.
Another snow
bunting was
picked up at
Boarhills that morning as well. In total, between
Boarhills and Crail, checking the remaining
stubble fields within about 2km of the coast, we
had a minimum of 48 and a maximum of 53
Lapland buntings. We checked 37 stubble fields
in total and 12 had Lapland buntings in them
(32%). Not too bad really and showing that at
least this year there are a lot about. Some other
good totals were: 234 corn buntings (maybe 25%
of the population!), 75 grey partridge, 1362
skylark (we always have lots of skylarks when it
gets cold and they move to the coast where it is
milder), 130 twite (maybe more – indicating
another species that is more common than we
think, just out in the stubbles being overlooked),
121 tree sparrow, 230 yellowhammers, 342 linnet
and 40 reed bunting. A day with a lot of birds is
always very encouraging.
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DenburnDispatches
Saturday 2nd January
was bright but cold –
icy pavements were
the first obstacle in
getting to Denburn
with barrows nevertheless 10 or so
stalwarts turned out
for our monthly
“green gym”
workout.
5 or 6 of us made a production run out of
barrowing woodchips from the replenished
pile to the
lower path
where
another
group
raked them
evenly to
make for a
less
slippery,
muddy path. Many thanks to Mark Ireland of
Ashburn Caravan Park for the latest wood
chippings delivery – it makes a lot of good
environmental sense to recycle the tree
prunings on local paths rather than carting
them off and carting other materials in for
repairing paths.
It was great warming work shovelling the
woodchips into the barrow as the heap is
literally steaming! We worked from both ends
and timed our tea-break to celebrate the
meeting point and therefore completion of
that path. After our various flasks of tea/
coffee had re-energised us, we carried on part
way along the top path although it was felt
that the paths which were not currently
slippery with mud near the main gate should
remain as they are. Despite numerous
barrowloads the woodchip pile seems only to
have reduced to about half, so plenty for next
time.
Meantime those without barrows did some
clearing, pruning and cutting back and the
inevitable litter picking – including two saws
abandoned (one obviously broken, the other
less so) just inside the Heras fencing. Why the
fence is still there is a mystery since the work
on the wall certainly appears complete.
It was good to see snowdrop, daffodil and
other bulbs starting to push through, not long
till the flowers appear I hope.
We’ll meet again the first Saturday of
February at 10am although it will probably
still be bring your own flask (and
wheelbarrow if you have one)! New
volunteers always welcome.

The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes
Next virtual meeting 25 January 2021 7.15pm
(Contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for joining instructions.
Participants will be required to confirm their identity).
Floodlighting of play areas
Requests have been made to the Community Council to make play areas more readily
accessible through floodlighting. There is no doubt that with the noise and disturbance
issues, floodlighting the MUGA would cause some real dissent. Floodlighting was firmly
rejected when plans to create the facility were drawn up and planning approval given, and
these circumstances have not changed. However, the Skatepark situated immediately
opposite the primary school is an entirely different matter. It is not overlooked, with no
adjacent housing and initial soundings suggest locals with children would be in favour of
floodlighting the facility. This will be raised at the next Community Council meeting.
The Crail Seagull
I wondered why Santa didn’t reach
me at Fluke Dub. Should I have
stayed in Crail at my second home
despite the regulations?
The gossipy sparrow told me that a
swan had been settled in
Hogganfield Loch in Glasgow last Saturday when the water
froze over trapping the swan. After several failed attempts
by passers-by to rescue it, the Scottish Fire and Rescue
Service were called to assist and two firefighters smashed
through the ice to help free the stricken swan. I wonder if anyone would assist me should the
sea at Fluke Dub freeze over. Don't laugh, according to the gossipy sparrow, it happened in
1963. How would she know, perhaps she's trying to scare me?
Crail Food Festival AGM. 27th January 2021 @ 7.30pm on
Zoom
Crail Food Festival will have its AGM on Wednesday 27th January
2021 at 7.30pm. This meeting will be held on Zoom and everybody
is welcome to join in. Joining instructions can be found below and
you should register via this link. We look forward to ‘seeing’ you there.
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/2021-agm-crail-food-festival-tickets-134128803863

Advert/Copy Submission to Crail Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material for publication in
a variety of formats, but we prefer .doc, .jpg and .pdf copy.
We would urge anyone submitting material to have regard
to efficient use of space - we cannot guarantee to publish
in original format large adverts designed as posters. We
reserve the right to edit material.

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Community to join. An
application form can be found here:
https://
crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2020: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter.
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