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The Community Council emergency contact number: 07376 531092. Call this number if
you need COVID related shopping assistance or advice.
Tonight is Burns Night!
But not a normal Burns night - no Burns suppers this
year, no communal celebrations to commemorate his
birth on 25 January 1759. But maybe we will this year
quietly celebrate in our socially isolated homes,
remembering better times, and hoping for even better
times to come. I doubt if any of us will be piping in the
haggis, but we can say the Selkirk Grace:
Some hae meat an canna eat,
And some wad eat that want it;
But we hae meat, and we can eat,
And sae the Lord be thankit
And maybe after we’ve had our haggis, in memory of
those better times ‘We'll tak a cup o' kindness yet,’ for
‘Should auld acquaintance be forgot, And never
brought to mind? Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
And auld lang syne!’
Although Burns lived in Edinburgh from 1786-88, it
seems unlikely that Burns ever visited Crail but he
certainly knew of it - on page 2 we reproduce a song
which he collected which was published in 1835 some
40 years after his death in a collection of his works.
Crail Matters only works because you support it. If you haven’t yet supported us, then
please consider doing so. And if you have, very many thanks!. Donations can be made
directly to our bank account (Crab Publishing) at:
Sort Code: 83-26-28
A/c No.: 15518709
Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We need willing hands to help with Editing,
layout and production. We also need local reporters. If you would like to help please contact us.

Unconventional Uses of Haggis
While tradition dictates the eating of
Haggis, Chappit Tatties and Bashed
Neeps on Burns’ Night, there are lots
of other ways you can use it. Jarvis
Pickle in Eyemouth, for example,
make pies that contain standard (or
vegetarian) haggis with neeps, and
sweet potato (which counts as one of
your five a day, unlike ordinary
potato). If you want something a bit
more exotic, then the Dreel Tavern in
Anstruther has been offering haggis
tacos on its takeaway menus, and
there’s haggis pakora too, which you
can buy in some supermarkets. If you
don’t want to stray too far from the
traditional, though, the BBC Food
website has a collection of recipes, of
varying difficulty, which mostly pair
haggis with at least one of the
traditional
veg:
(https://
www.bbc.co.uk/food/haggis).
This old song was probably collected
by Robert Burns. It is reproduced in
The Works of Robert Burns:
Containing His Life, by John Lockhart,
Esq.... Gilbert Burns, Professor
Stewart, and Others 1835. Of interest
to Crailers, on page 153 - “The person
known in Scottish song and tradition by
the epíthet Clerk Dishington was a
notary who resided about the middle of
the last century * in Crail, and acted as
the town - clerk of that ancient burgh. I
have been informed that he was a
person of great local celebrity in his
time,
as
an
uncompromising
humourist.”
Clerk Dishington is
referred to in Register of the Collegiate
Church of Crail, Fifeshire
as a
descendant of William de Dischington
and possibly lived in the 1400’s rather
than 1700’s as noted above. Perhaps
the scholars in our readership can add
to this? (* around 1750). The tune Sir
John Malcolm can be found here.
(http://www.folktunefinder.com/tunes/
46761)
Generations of change
Thinking of times past, and the future we face, there is a beautiful song by Matt Armour
about our part of Scotland, and life’s changes, sung in a Youtube recording by Joe Aitken
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJ9HvbfnawI&ab_channel=IanAnderson It may
bring a tear to your eye, but in the spirit of Burns it tells us about our world, and about our
changing relationship with it. Burns spoke of and to the people of Scotland in their
language. A man to celebrate!
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Crail Village Shops opening times and
home delivery arrangements
Barnett's Bakery: Mon - Sat 8am - 2pm
Ph#01333 310205
Co-op hours: Mon - Sun 7am - 10pm
Ph#01333 450309
Dan's: Mon - Sun 7am - 10pm Ph# 01333
451818
Green's (Temp. Hours) : Mon - Sat 9am 3:30pm Ph# 01333 450010 Delivery days:
Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat (call day before or by
11am for your order)
Penman's: Mon, Tues, Thur - Sat 6:30am 3pm Wed: 6:30am - 12:30pm Ph#01333
450218 Give a call for delivery. (East Neuk,
St. Andrews & surrounding areas)
Pharmacy: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9am 1pm 2pm - 5:30pm Wed: 9am - 1pm
Saturday 9-1.00pm Ph#01333 450402 Can
delivery to those shielding. There are no

shortages of meds.. Not giving Covid shots.
The Smoke Fired Whole Foods Shop
(Lockdown hours): Mon - Sat 10a - 5pm If
you need to order please email:
Crispinrainbow@gmail.com. They will let
you know when your order can be picked
up.
Ardross 01333 331400
info@ardrossfarm.co.uk
Order & Collect order by phone or email
by 4pm the day before collection. The order
& collect service costs £2. Order will be
paid for over the phone the evening before
collection
Home Delivery - place your order by phone
or email by 4pm the day before delivery.
Home delivery costs £4.50. Delivery days
for Crail Tuesday - Saturday. Order paid for
over the phone the evening before
collection.

Learn Something New from the National Library of Scotland
The National Library of Scotland (NLS) have a huge archive of material, which they have
been digitising and making available online. This includes extensive collections of maps,
films and data as well as books, journals and newspapers. They also have set up a dedicated
Learning Zone which is designed to help you find the subjects that you want to explore
https://www.nls.uk/learning-zone. At the highest level this covers the topics of
• Literature and language
• Creativity
• Science and technology
• History
• Politics and society
• and Geography and exploration.
We’ll take the last topic, Geography and Exploration, as an example. This is further divided
into sub-sections covering: the achievements of seven pioneering women from the 19th and
20th centuries; an exploration of maps; using historical maps; and the explorations of
Shackleton (and Wordie), Scott and Livingstone. Each of these is covered in some depth,
and it’s all relatively straightforward to use. In addition, many of the sections include
downloadable learning activities that map onto the Curriculum for Excellence.
It’s a mine of very useful and interesting resources catering for people of all ages. You can
either dip in and out of the resources, or carry out more detailed explorations to learn about
your chosen topics. In an age where libraries have become undervalued by governments at
all levels, it’s good to know that places like the National Library for Scotland still exists,
and still has plenty to offer.
In addition to the Learning Zone, there are lots of other resources worth exploring too. The
library offers online talks and workshops (https://www.nls.uk/events) for example, and you
can take a virtual field trip of the library to see what they have to offer when they re-open to
the public (https://www.nls.uk/virtual-field-trip).
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nature.
Remember it’s okay not to be okay.
It’s understandable if what is happening just now
is affecting how you feel. The pandemic is
affecting all our lives and the lives of our loved
ones and many of us are experiencing difficult
feelings and emotions.
An important thing to remember is that although
things might feel hard right now, the situation
won’t last forever. And there is help available.
The tips on clearyourhead.scot are meant to help
you look after your well-being but may work
differently for different people. Be kind to
yourself and don’t strive too hard with an idea if
you recognise that you are struggling with your
emotions or if anything isn’t working for you
right now. You can always try again another day.
There is other support available too. NHS inform
has advice on different aspects of your emotional
health, like dealing with low moods, anger, fear
and stress.
Any time you start to feel overwhelmed, it’s
important to acknowledge your feelings and
speak to someone you trust. That could be a
friend, a family member or your GP. Or you may
find it easier to call a helpline like NHS24
(shortcode 111), Breathing Space (0800 83 85
87) or the Samaritans (116 123) or text Shout’s
24/7 crisis text service on 85258.
If you have experienced mental health issues
before, you might find that those difficulties have
reappeared or worsened. If you’re experiencing
a mental health crisis and you already receive
support, phone your GP or care team first. If you
can’t talk to them, call 111 to speak to NHS24.
Coping with feelings of worry, stress and fear
This is a unique situation, and the uncertainty it
brings can sometimes be difficult. You might
experience physical reactions that are unusual
for you, sweaty palms, dizziness or a racing
heartbeat. These can be distressing and feel very
serious. Phone NHS24 (shortcode 111) if you
need help. However, these could be signs of a
panic attack. Although they feel awful, they are
normally harmless.
NHS inform also has a range of self-help guides
that use cognitive behavioural therapy and expert
advice to help you work through symptoms of
anxiety and, depression, or help you deal with
panic, grief and trauma.

Stay connected with people and nature.
It’s easy to feel more lonely and isolated at the
moment, but there are many ways we can stay
connected to our loved ones, nature and wider
community safely. Here are some tips to help
brighten our shorter winter days.
Morning light helps in shorter days.
Getting out into the sunlight is important during
winter. Exposure to light keeps your body clock
in check and is fundamental to good health. It
helps us to get a good night’s sleep, feel
energised while we’re awake, and feel healthy
and happy overall. Even on days when it is
cloudy there is still sunlight, so it still counts. If
you can’t actually get out, keep your curtains
open, clear the windowsills and look out.
During the shorter winter days get morning light
if you can.
Spend time in brightly lit spaces during the early
hours. Going out for a walk, run or any other
exercise while the sun is still in the sky will help
keep your body’s natural rhythm consistent over
the winter.
Some people really struggle with the winter. It's
thought that the winter blues, or Seasonal
Affective Disorder (SAD), affects around 2
million people in the UK. NHS inform has some
great tips on how to tackle the winter blues.
Wrap up and head out. A 15-minute walk in the
cold, crisp winter air can have a dramatic effect
on your day.
Walk and get active outside, listen to nature.
Here are some suggestions to get the most out of
your walk:
1.
Take a flask of your favourite hot drink
and a wee snack for the journey and remember
to take an umbrella too, you might need it!
2.
Try taking slow, deep breaths and focus
on your five senses; what can you see, what can
you hear, what can you feel, what can you taste,
what can you smell.
3.
Listening to nature can help make us
better listeners in our everyday life, improving
our connections to others whilst also helping us
to relax. Try writing down what different noises
you can hear. Visit Nature Scot for more ways
to connect with nature.
4.
Embrace the cold weather. Cold
weather has been shown to increase our energy
levels for hours afterwards. Check these ideas
for safe and comfortable physical activity
outdoors from Actify.
5.
Get the kids involved. Check out Parent
Club for fun games to try with children in
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Crail Conservation Volunteers: we need you!
As part of the environmental improvements and habitat creation that came about from the Crail
Charrette, we as a community now own several areas of
land. On top of this, Fife Council is also proposing
cutting back (sorry about the pun) on its management of
amenity grassland areas throughout Crail. If we are to
realise the full wildlife potential of these areas we will
need some management, and particularly grass cutting
and collecting of clippings to create wildflower
meadows. But the best management solutions for
wildlife are labour intensive and in many cases fairly
physical. Tasks like guiding a beam mower along the
slopes of Roome Bay or Kilminning; laying hedges;
strimming footpaths; building dykes; collecting and
baling grass clippings.
So, we need a team of active people to carry out these
management solutions, and this is where you might
come into the picture. How about donating a day a year
(or more) to helping habitat management for
biodiversity? We want to put together a team of people
who can give up a day or two of their time every year,
that we will properly train and equip, and so create a
culture within Crail of environmental action volunteers,
doing something positive for the climate and
biodiversity emergency.
Best of all it will help keep you fit as well as making
you feel good about yourself and the local community.
Better to be green fit than just gym fit (think Poldark)!
At this stage we are just looking to see how many
“person days” we might have available so we can work out just how much management we might
be able to do, and what level of mechanization we might have to invest in (more people = less
machinery).
Please contact Chris Broome (chris.broome1331@gmail.com) if you want to express an interest in
helping and how many days a year you might offer. There is no obligation or commitment at this
time, and nothing will ever be binding. But we need to know how many of us in Crail are happy to
roll their sleeves up and get physically working for wildlife.

Cambo Snowdrop Shop
The snowdrop shop is now open to supply single and double snowdrops,
snowflakes, aconites and wild garlic. Follow this link for freshly dug
bulbs

5

WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell
Photography by John Anderson

I was out at lower Kilminning mid-morning
for an hour on the 19th. It was incredibly still
and quiet, with a very calm sea. Quite unusual
for this time of year. I could see the auks and
divers spread across the Forth as black dots.
It is not a good year for red-throated divers

and linnets. There are still at least 14 Lapland
buntings in the stubbles, but that visit most
were in the middle field, rather than the
coastal field by the ruined salmon bothy.
On Saturday I walked the loop out from Crail
to Balcomie and then back along the coastal
path. The stubble fields were frozen so there
were no snipe or skylark in the big field by
Balcomie Caravan Park, but the flock of
about 40 fieldfares is still there. The fieldfares
are feeding in the stubble and then retreat to
the line of trees on the eastern edge of the
caravan park when disturbed (by the
sparrowhawks that regularly hunt over that
field for the snipe and skylark, that will now
have to make do with fieldfares!). The mixed

around Crail, but I could see quite a few that
morning.
Friday and Saturday of last week were cold
but sunny, with hard frosts. Perfect walking
weather, with the sun just that little bit higher
in the sky so it is not so blinding when you
turn back to Crail from Fife Ness. On Friday
I was scoping out corn buntings at Hillhead.
There was a flock of 20-30 mixed in with
about 75 reed buntings, and the usual (for this
winter) many yellowhammers, tree sparrows

flock of mostly linnets with some twite

mixed in was still around the asparagus field
between Balcomie Castle and the golf course.
This field, which has been waterlogged for
the last few weeks, was also frozen that day.
The meadow pipits were congregating to feed
on the ice of the frozen puddles in the
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hollows. Ice and snow acts like an insect trap.
Small invertebrates hop or fly onto the ice and
then get too cold to move. Their tiny dark
shapes are easy to pick out against the ice
making it a good feeding area.
The cold weather has been bringing inland
water birds out to the coast at Balcomie.
Instead of the usual four or five teal, there was
a flock of 30. Teals like very small ponds and
they freeze first, so teal are the first duck to
move. There was a dead mute swan on the
beach. Maybe a bird flu victim, but
considering the circumstances, perhaps more
likely a mute swan that left moving from an
inland frozen lochan a bit too late. At sea
there were more goldeneyes and red-breasted
mergansers to be seen, and also my first longtailed duck of the year. As I scanned for sea
duck, I picked up an auk far out with a patchy
black and white look to it. I could make out a
white patch on the back, and the fact that I
could see its dark eye with white above and
below it, with a darker cap. Two very
characteristic features of a black guillemot.
The other auks all have uniform black
looking backs and heads – never showing

patchy white. The mostly white face with a
darkish small cap and obvious black eye are
the best features at a distance, especially
when you have left your telescope at home. It
seems likely that this black guillemot is the
same one that is being seen every week or so
from Fife Ness or Balcomie this winter. They
are so common on the West Coast it seems
strange that they are so uncommon here.
They could breed happily on the May Island,
and even amongst the jumbled rocks of
Kilminning coast. Fife Ness was much the
same as last week – quite a few red-throated
divers, some purple sandpiper and a couple of
early gannets

Colin Morrison
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Strange ‘ship’ offshore
Wrote this last December upon having to
put together an end of year review for my
job. Instead of writing out a dull ‘workspeak’ report, I was inspired to create the
following poem. In the end I didn’t
imagine my boss or upper management
would appreciate my efforts, yet I think the
fine people of the East Neuk may enjoy it.

Look out to sea, and you can see in various
changing locations what is clearly an
enormous ship with cranes – at night it is lit
up and very visible. It is the Saipen 7000,
the world’s third largest semi-submersible
crane vessel. It is a multipurpose offshore
oil platform installation vessel that is able to
install very large oil production platform
decks (known as integrated decks) as well as
the decks' supporting structures (known as
jackets) using its two very large fully
revolving cranes. It is also able to support
the offshore completion of the platform by
providing hotel and workshop facilities for
large construction crews. The
accommodation is designed for 800 people
contains 30 triple cabins, 335 double cabins,
35 singles and 5 suites. The accommodation
also contains a large galley and mess rooms,
a hospital, cinema and lounges, and
saturation diving facilities also support
subsea connection work. The vessel's size
and semi-submersible form allows it to
operate in worse weather conditions than
smaller and conventionally shaped vessels.

2020
a year like no other 2020 has been
banned from the office, a situation unseen
by a tiny nemesis disguised in breath
its Covid19, the spikey bringer of death!
BoJo’s letter explained the situation
at home I built my workstation
don’t be visiting family nor friend
bloody hell, when will it end?
distance indicators on the floor
internet shopping delivered to your door
clap for the nurses, bang those pots and
pans
sanitise, mask up and wash those hands!
missing visits to my deal old mum
think this tier systems kinda dumb
need to give her a kiss and a hug
have a cup of tea and pat the dug
day in day out, with only ma copine
it was extraordinary, now its routine
we’ll look back and laugh, so they say
just keep it together - it’ll happen one day
Crail Resident

Travel Plans 2021
I have been in many places, but I’ve never been in Kahoots. Apparently you can’t go alone.
You have to be in Kahoots with someone.
I’ve also never been in Cognito. I hear no one recognises you there.
I have, however, been in Sane. They don’t have an airport; you have to be driven there. I
have made several trips there, thanks to my children, friends, family and work.
I would like to go to Conclusions, but you have to jump, and I’m not too much on physical
activity anymore.
I have also been to doubt. That’s a sad place to go, and I try not to visit too often.
I’ve been in Flexible, but only when it was very important to stand firm.
Sometimes I’m in Capable, and I go there more often as I get older.
One of my favourite places to be is in Suspense! It really gets the adrenaline flowing and
pumps up the old heart! At my age I need all the stimuli I can get!
I may have been in Continent, but I don’t remember what country I was in. It’s an age
thing. They tell me it is very wet and damp there.
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Worship Resources:
Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail , Refer to web site here.
Crail Parish Church Last Sunday we had a
zoom service, and we are using these
lockdown days as a God - given opportunity to
come together in a new way in a live service
through the medium of computer audio and
video link, called ZOOM. Many of you will
have heard of ZOOM, and will know what it
involves. We are here to help others use it and
if you just have a phone you can phone up a
local number and dial in for free (if you have a
package with free local calls with a duration of
one hour)
If you would like help in accessing zoom on
the internet, or with accessing the zoom phone
line, do get in touch. We will send out the zoom
link to all those already on our email lists and
if you are not on their lists and would like to
receive it just let the Session Clerk know.
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is closed for worship but is
broadcasting Sunday services, conducted by
the Rev. Steven Butler. at 1030. Please check
beforehand in case circumstances change. For
details of the link required go to https://
www.eastneukepiscopal.co.uk/
Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
In order to comply with Scottish Govt
Regulations CCC is closed until further notice
In the meantime we will continue to provide a
weekly Meditation Service on YouTube. The
details of the Service and the YouTube link
Are available here: http://
www.coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk/
For urgent pastoral needs please contact 01333
312041 pastor_ccc@btinternet.comtions.
A Prayer from the Pastoral letter of the Right
Rev. Ian Paton, Bishop of St Andrews,
Denkeld and Dunblane, Scottish Episcopal
Church.
God of compassion,
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in
isolation. In their loneliness, be their
consolation;
in their anxiety, be their hope;
in their darkness, be their light;
through him who is the Light of the nations
and the Glory of your people,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
On this Epiphany journey, may God gladden
our hearts with the good news of his kingdom.
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Bin Collection:
Winter Regime Reminder
Fife Council are currently operating their
winter regime for brown bins. Blue bins
are still collected every two weeks, but
brown bins are only being collected
every FOUR weeks. Make sure you
check the Fife Council bin collection
calendar to find the next date for the
collection of your brown bins: https://
www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar
27 January Grey bin
3 February Blue bin
10 February Green bin
17 February Brown and Blue bins

Changes to Post
Office van hours
The post office bus
will only be coming
to Crail on a
MONDAY AND
TUESDAY 1.45pm
3.45pm until government restrictions are
lifted.
A message from Shell’s
I hope you are all keeping safe and well
in these crazy times. I just wanted to let
you all know I am doing a free delivery
service around the East Neuk if anyone
would like anything from my shop and
can also post items out to you for
customer living further afield. Postage
cost will be charged accordingly. From
cards and gifts to helium balloons which
can be delivered in a gift box, is a great
way of cheering someone up if they are
having a lockdown birthday or
anniversary. Also quite a few jigsaws in
stock and lovely needle felting kits to
beat the boredom. You can find me on
Shell’s facebook page where I will be
posting regular updates of new stock
arriving. Alternatively please leave a
message on the shop answering machine
(01333 450200) with your details and I
will return your call. Thank you all so
much for your continued support, it’s
very much appreciated. Keep safe and
hopefully see you soon
Rochelle

Welcome to the Wonderful World of Podcasts!
In a recent episode of The Infinite Monkey Cage podcast (“In Praise of Flies”), they
mentioned that bees can learn to play football! Who
knew? (The story was on the BBC web site a while
ago: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcthree/article/1942bcd3b142-4a04-9b1c-eba6a99fbd6c)
At this point you may be asking: “What on earth is a
podcast?” Essentially it’s just a series of spoken word
files that you can (automatically) download to your
device (phone, tablet, computer) and then listen to at
your convenience. Many podcasts are divided into
series that run for a number of weeks. Some are radio
shows, but the podcast versions have the added bonus
that they aren’t limited by the radio show’s duration.
So, for example, if a radio show lasts 30 minutes the
podcast version can include some of the bits that were edited out
Signing up for a podcast is very easy (and free!): smartphones normally come with a
podcast app installed. You just open up the app and then search for the podcast you want.
There are podcasts on just about any subject you care to think of, and they cover fiction as
well as non-fiction. You can listen to single episodes by searching for them, but if you sign
up for a particular podcast, every time a new episode becomes available, it should
automatically appear on your device.
Some of our favourite podcasts include:
• The Infinite Monkey Cage: a light-hearted, science-based panel show chaired by Professor
Brian Cox and comedian Robin Ince. (Also a BBC radio show)
• The Byline Times Podcast: the Byline Times is an independently published monthly
newspaper, funded by its subscribers. The podcast is edited and anchored by Adrian
Goldberg who used to work for BBC Radio 5 Live.
• The Verb: a podcast about language in all its various forms (poetry, stories, etc.), hosted by
poet Ian McMillan and featuring a selection of guests talking about a particular theme.
(Also a BBC radio show)
• Classic Scottish Albums: an occasional series in which Davie Scott talks to band members
about the making of some classic Scottish music albums.
• The Scottish Fisheries Museum: an occasional series covering a range of issues to do with
fishing and the oceans as they relate to a particular theme (e.g., there was a recent series
called Herring Tales).
If you decide that you’ve had enough of a particular podcast, it only takes a few clicks to
unsubscribe. Also, if you don’t listen to a podcast for some time, the app will automatically
stop downloading any new episodes to your device, until you start listening again.
And if you’re still not convinced, the recent BBC programme The Truth About Improving
Your Mental Health showed that listening to podcasts while you exercise can improve your
mental health, and well as your physical health!
RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch 29-31 January
The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds’ annual
Big Garden Birdwatch takes place this coming weekend
(29-31 January). It’s easy to sign up and take part in the
world’s largest wildlife survey, all from the comfort of
your own home. You simply spend an hour counting the
birds you see in your garden, and submit the numbers to
the RSPB. If you’re a bit unsure about naming the birds
that you see, the RSPB provides some useful help. Full
details can be found on the RSPB’s site: https://
Even we know this one's a robin!
www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes
Next virtual meeting 25 January 2021 7.15pm
(Contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for joining instructions.
Participants will be required to confirm their identity).
AGENDA
Welcome
Chairman’s Report
Apologies:
Treasurer’s Report
Minutes of meeting held on November 30, 2020
Secretary’s Report
Action Summary:
1.
Vacant building rates paid? Action
CllrBP
2.
Recycling Stickers. – Cllr BP
3.
Dangerous bollards – Cllr LH
4.
Rewilding consultation
representation – DJ
5.
Drains at Kirkmay Rd – Cllr BP
6.
Signs at Kirkmay Rd and West End
– Cllr JD

Update Crail Partnership
Common Good Applications – Victoria
Gardens & Bowling Club
Floodlighting MUGA & Skatepark
Fife Councilors Reports
AOCB

A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is available delivered to your house for
people who have difficulty in accessing the digital issue through age or infirmity. Please
contact us (or a member of the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall into this category. This is
a service dependent on volunteers to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.

First Snowdrops - Denburn Wood
Gordon Baxter
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The Crail Seagull
You know that I fly around a lot, even in lockdown - probably not
allowed as we are all meant to ‘stay local’, but hey - what is local?
Well, one of the things I’ve noticed of late are people who I don’t
recognise walking around. Are they visitors? Are visitors allowed?
Local presumably means local in Crail - not sure about this, but it
doesn’t seem right, given the number of vulnerable people there are in
Crail.
Well, a bit of me is shocked and a bit of me is
rather envious. My cousin sent me this snap of
him on holiday with his pals. He asked if I
wanted to go along with him but didn't say that
there would be as many going. It may be warm
and sunny there but no way are they socially
distant from each other. He better not come to
see me at Fluke Dub when he returns, I want
to remain safe and I'm not sure if we gulls are
immune from the virus. I'm taking no chances!
a

Being something of a pilot myself, (well I fly
around lot) I’ve not noticed much aircraft
activity lately. There seem to be very few
airplanes visible high up, and not many RAF
planes around. Have any planes been landing
at Crail airfield lately? Over the years I’ve
seen the odd light aircraft, and I’ve always
wondered why they were there - I’m sure
there is a perfectly good reason of course.

Crail Food Festival AGM. 27th January 2021 @ 7.30pm on
Zoom
Crail Food Festival will have its AGM on Wednesday 27th January
2021 at 7.30pm. This meeting will be held on Zoom and everybody
is welcome to join in. Joining instructions can be found below and
you should register via this link. We look forward to ‘seeing’ you
there.
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/2021-agm-crail-food-festival-tickets-134128803863

Advert/Copy Submission to Crail Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material for publication in
a variety of formats, but we prefer .doc, .jpg and .pdf copy.
We would urge anyone submitting material to have regard
to efficient use of space - we cannot guarantee to publish
in original format large adverts designed as posters. We
reserve the right to edit material.

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Community to join. An
application form can be found here:
https://
crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2020: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter.
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