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The Community Council emergency contact number: 07376 531092. Call this number if
you need COVID related shopping assistance or advice.

Road Works Crail
Road works are planned in Crail beginning 22/02/2021 to 02/03/2021 as in map, which
will result in road closure
From a correspondent:

Crail Matters only works because you support it. If you haven’t yet supported us, then
please consider doing so. And if you have, very many thanks!. Donations can be made
directly to our bank account (Crab Publishing) at:
Sort Code: 83-26-28
A/c No.: 15518709
Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We need willing hands to help with Editing,
layout and production. We also need local reporters. If you would like to help please contact us.

The Future’s not cancelled

Vehicle Security
Following a number of recent thefts from insecure vehicles, Police Scotland are reminding
vehicle owners to follow these simple steps when leaving your vehicle.
Never leave items on show as an invitation – Mobile phones, electronic equipment, coins,
sunglasses, tools, clothing, bags and any other valuables should be removed from the
vehicle or placed in the boot.
Keys and ignition fobs should be kept safe and out of sight and
reach – a common way to steal a car or van is to take the keys or
ignition fob, either when left in the vehicle or from your home.
Always lock and close the windows of your vehicle when
unattended – on the drive, the petrol station forecourt or when
parking, an unlocked vehicle is the easiest to steal or steal from.
Double check: Don’t just listen out for the sound of your doors locking, check for your
lights flashing and/or mirrors closing. Better still, check the door handle!
What’s
On Fife: Gaelic in the Fife Landscape
.
Enjoy a unique look at the landscape of central
Fife and the languages that have helped shape
it at this free online event!
25 February 2021 7pm – 9pm
Online Event Fife
This is a Free Event
See https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/gaelicin-the-fife-landscape-tickets-136308379031
for booking details

John Murray

John Murray /Iain Moireach was born in West Africa, brought up in Fife and London.
Author of 'Reading the Gaelic Landscape' published in 2014, 2nd edition in 2019 and
'Literature of the Gaelic Landscape' in 2017. His books aim to understand the cultural
landscape of the Highlands by studying its Gaelic place-names. Honorary Fellow in the
School of Languages and Literature, Edinburgh University.
Join us for a unique look at the landscape of central Fife and the languages that have helped
shape it.

Creamy Crail
Colin Morrison
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Crail Village Shops opening times, home delivery and take away arrangements
Barnett's Bakery: Mon - Sat 8am - 2pm
Ph#01333 310205
Co-op hours: Mon - Sun 7am - 10pm
Ph#01333 450309
Dan's: Mon - Sun 9am - 5pm Ph# 01333
451818
Green's (Temp. Hours) : Mon - Sat 9am 3:30pm Ph# 01333 450010 Delivery days:
Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat (call day before or by
11am for your order)
Penman's: Mon, Tues, Thur - Sat 6:30am 3pm Wed: 6:30am - 12:30pm Ph#01333
450218 Give a call for delivery. (East Neuk,
St. Andrews & surrounding areas)
Pharmacy: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9am 1pm 2pm - 5:30pm Wed: 9am - 1pm
Saturday 9-1.00pm Ph#01333 450402 Can
delivery to those shielding. There are no
shortages of meds.. Not giving Covid shots.
The Smoke Fired Whole Foods Shop
(Lockdown hours): Mon - Sat 10a - 5pm If
you need to order please email:
Crispinrainbow@gmail.com. They will let
you know when your order can be picked
up.
Ardross 01333 331400
info@ardrossfarm.co.uk
Order & Collect order by phone or email
by 4pm the day before collection. The order

& collect service costs £2. Order will be
paid for over the phone the evening before
collection
Home Delivery - place your order by phone
or email by 4pm the day before delivery.
Home delivery costs £4.50. Delivery days
for Crail Tuesday - Saturday. Order paid for
over the phone the evening before
collection.
Golf Hotel
Thank you to all for your carry out orders. It
went smoothly and all were successfully
collected, it helped everyone being on time!
Cheers!
We will try to keep FRIDAY FISH NIGHT
(5pm - 7pm) ongoing through the pandemic,
while there is demand.
Please email (info@thegolfhotelcrail.com),
message or call 01333 450393 to order and
arrange collection. Please have orders in for
Thursday by 4pm.
We will be offering Haddock, Scampi or
Chicken Nuggets all served with chips for
£8.00 normal portion, £6.00 for smaller
portion and £4.00 for kids. Cash on
Collection please.
We appreciate the positive feedback and
would consider a delivery option for those
shielding. Please do get in touch. We want
to keep trying to serve the community
during these trying times.
Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite
all members of the Community to
join. An application form can be
found here:
https://
crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

First Crocuses Roome Bay - and purple
ones too!
Gordon Baxter
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell
Photography by John Anderson
A look back in time from the Crail Matters Archive to 26 February 2018

Things are changing at Balcomie at last. On the
17th there were over 60 sanderling on the beach
with 25 dunlin. The locals were made much shyer
by the immigrants and all left the beach when
someone walked along it, instead of just running
away or flying a little way along. It is hard to keep
your nerve when everyone else is bailing out, and
a lone sanderling can’t afford to be the only target
if it isn’t a false alarm. As I watched the
sanderling a swan flew over – an adult mute
swan – only about my third or fourth Crail record
away from Carnbee Reservoir.
I had a walk the same afternoon along
the shore from Cellardyke to Caiplie at
high tide. The usual lesser blackbacked gull was in the harbour. Most
will arrive back from North Africa or
southern Europe in a month or so but a
few winter here. I suspect the lesser
black-back in Cellardyke harbour is the
same individual every winter. There was
a good roost of redshanks and
turnstones at the sewage outflow, along
with 30 or so wigeons and mallards. No
female pintail among them. It is the first
time I have looked for the regular
wintering bird this winter – like the
lesser black-backed gull the pintail was
out of place, but stuck to its successful
wintering site year after year. It has probably now died and I will have to rely on lucky
sightings at Fife Ness to get pintail on my year list again.
A loop around Kilrenny Common a
week ago was a mixture of imminent
spring enthusiasm and intensive
agriculture winter depression. The
wood was really lively – lots of tree
sparrows, tits, chaffinches and
thrushes – and a flock of 40 greenfinch
flying over. But the fields between
Kilrenny and Anstruther were almost
dead. 2 kilometres of nothing except
two distant singing skylarks and a
couple of large flocks of pink-footed
geese passing over. It’s hard to stay
cheerful. You can’t find a more
intensive bit of farmland anywhere –
there is no vegetation remaining
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between the fields except short grass and the fields are sown right up to the edge of the paths.
There is no reason to have such a bleak and lifeless landscape. Even the burn that runs along
the edge of the fields and that eventually runs through Kilrenny has had the vegetation on its
sides cut down to the soil. It must take so much effort to keep it so bleak.
At this time of year the grey partridges stop flocking and form pairs ready for the breeding
season: they switch from the covey period to the pair
period. There have been a lot of coveys this winter with
up to 12 birds in them. These usually reflect a pair’s
success at breeding in the previous summer. We are
lucky still to have good densities of grey partridges
around Crail. Our densities are probably high enough
that we now export grey partridges as the young from
last year try to find their own space to breed. High
densities of partridge are important both to dilute nest
predation risk during the summer and also to allow large
coveys in the winter so that there are always enough
eyes in a flock to both keep a watch for predators while
allowing time to feed. Once grey partridges start
declining it is hard to get them back because it gets
progressively tougher for the remaining birds.

The Crail Matters Editorial Team extend their sympathy and condolences to the Cresswell
family on the death of Clive Cresswell.
Supporting Independent Cinema From Home
Many readers are probably missing their trips to the cinema
(amongst other things) at the moment. To help address this,
the DCA in Dundee has now set up a video on demand
streaming platform called DCA At Home. All of the films,
which have been selected by the DCA’s cinema team, are
available to rent (prices range from about £3-10) so you can
watch them in the comfort of your own home. By renting
the films, you also help contribute to keeping the DCA
afloat while it remains closed. They will be adding new
films on a regular basis, and will have special seasons and
collaborations over the coming months. The list of films currently on offer can be found at
https://athome.dca.org.uk/
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BBC Digital Ci�es (Feb 23-25 2021)
Anyone with an interest in a career
(or just developing their skills) in
the creative industries should head
along to the latest instalment of the
BBC’s Digital Cities Virtual event.
It’s three days of workshops, master
classes, expert advice and more,
particularly aimed at 16-18 year
olds. The sessions cover a wide
range of topics including advice on
becoming a sports reporter, making
short form videos, and how to forge
a career in the creative industries. The full calendar of events is available at https://
www.bbc.co.uk/digitalcities/schedule which provides a link to more information and details
on how you can register for each session. (Note that the BBC Young Reporter sessions are
by invitation only, but all of the other sessions are free to attend.)
Short-term Lets - licensing order
Crail Matters understand that the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 (Licensing of
Short-term Lets) Order 2021 has been withdrawn, but will be re-layed in June to keep to the
original Government timetable as follows:
1 April 2022 – for local authorities to open a licensing scheme;
1 April 2023 – for all existing hosts to have made an application for a licence; and
1 April 2024 – for all hosts providing short-term let accommodation in Scotland to be
licensed.
This delay will allow further consultation, but the scheme is still planned to go ahead.
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The Dogs.
Scottish SPCA’s latest clothing collection showcasing the most common breeds found in
their 9 animal rescue and rehoming centres.
- all natural materials
- plastic free packing
- renewable energy
Brand new and available to shop now, The Dogs is the Scottish SPCA’s latest clothing
collection showcasing the most common breeds found in our nine animal rescue and
rehoming centres. Dogs make wonderful companions so we’re celebrating our love of our
furry friends with six new designs, featuring wild florals and our unique animal welfare
tartan.
We rescue thousands of abused, abandoned and unwanted dogs every year, many of which
require specialist care and rehabilitation before being able to find their forever home. It
costs an average of £15 per dog per day in our care, and that’s before any veterinary fees.
We simply could not afford to rescue and rehome dogs without the support of the Scottish
public. By supporting our new collection, you’ll be ensuring that the dogs in our animal
rescue and rehoming centres get the care and attention they need.
If you’re interested in getting a dog of your own, our mantra is ‘adopt don’t shop’ and there
are always lots of rescue dogs at our animal rescue and rehoming centres ready to be
someone’s new best friend. If you’re thinking of buying a puppy, then check out our Say
No to Puppy Dealers site to make sure you know how to spot a low-welfare breeder.
For further details go to:
https://scottishspcashop.com/the-dogs/
?utm_campaign=New_Teemill_Collection&utm_medium=Email&utm_source=Mailchimp
Styles include:
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On this day Monday, 22 February
The birthday of Robert Baden-Powell, the founder of the Scouts
movement. Worldwide in nearly all Scout associations, Founders'
Day is celebrated on February 22nd.
The day marks the birthday of Robert Baden-Powell, 1st Baron
Baden-Powell (born in 1857), the founder of Scouting. BadenPowell was a British army officer who founded the Boy Scouts
and Girl Guides. Born in London, England, he died in Kenya,
Africa, on January 8th 1941.
Become an Election Worker
Fife Council runs all local and national elections
in Fife. We're looking for people aged 18 and over
from all walks of life who can work with us
during elections. You could be a Fife Council
employee, a student, a retiree or someone
interested in getting involved.
The advice from the Scottish Government is that the upcoming Scottish Election will go
ahead on 6th May 2021.
The ongoing Covid pandemic means we’ll need more staff than usual to run this vital
democratic process effectively. We're looking for applicants to cover the five constituencies
in Fife:
- Cowdenbeath
- Dunfermline
- Kirkcaldy
- Mid Fife and Glenrothes
- North East Fife
We need more people because there will be more things to do in the polling stations. For
example, the votes are being counted over several days instead of one night, this year. For
the first time it'll be possible to carry out a role in a polling station and also at the count.
As well as increasing our general pool of election staff, we urgently need people for polling
day duties in the North East Fife communities of Tayport, Newport, Guardbridge, Wormit,
Ceres, St. Andrews, and others. And also, in the West Fife Villages communities of
Kincardine, High Valleyfield, Cairneyhill, and others.
You'll be able to indicate on your application form if you're willing to travel out with your
local area.
We need people who will always act impartially, be polite and professional with voters,
candidates, agents and other officers.
Could you fulfil the roles we need filled in polling stations?
Presiding Officer - responsible for making sure that voters can cast their vote in
secret, free from influence and in a calm atmosphere
Clerk - assists the Presiding Officers in carrying out their duties
Election Auxiliary - assists the Poll Clerks to manage queues and sterilise polling
booths and equipment throughout the day
Counting the ballot papers?
Senior Enumerator – is responsible for counting votes and working with officers
to verify the number of ballot papers
Enumerator – responsible for counting votes
If you would like to apply, please complete the e-form. https://www.elector8.co.uk/
WebForm/EmploymentApplication/243/441
If you would like more information please email election.enquiries@fife.gov.uk
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Scots language
The Scots language is an important part of Scottish culture. The name Scots is the national
name for Scottish dialects sometimes also known as ‘Doric’, ‘Lallans’ and ‘Scotch’, or by
more local names such as ‘Buchan’, ‘Dundonian’, ‘Glesca’ or ‘Shetland’. Taken altogether,
Scottish dialects are known collectively as the Scots language. Scots is one of three native
languages spoken in Scotland today, the other two being English and Scottish Gaelic.
schools discouraged children from speaking the language by branding it ‘slang’. Often
people say slang, but actually mean Scots, though they don’t know the name.
The language originated with the tongue of the Angles who arrived in Scotland about AD
600, or 1,400 years ago. During the Middle Ages this language developed and grew apart
from its sister tongue in England, until a distinct Scots language had evolved. At one time
Scots was the national language of Scotland, spoken by Scottish kings, and was used to
write the official records of the country. Scots was displaced as a national language after the
political union with England, in 1707, but it has continued to be spoken and written in a
number of regional varieties since that time. Burns of course wrote in Scots, and drew on
the strong tradition of Scots poetry.
Some Scots Words
Flumgummery - A foolish or frivolous
thing or action, another way to say
tomfoolery.
Ferntickle - Ferntickles, once thought to be
a result of being touched by fairies, are
often associated with Scots of a fairer
complexion - particularly redheads.
The term derives from the Middle English
term farntikylle; tickle also refers to the size
of freckles, much like the word pickle does.
Boushty / Bushtie-ba - An old Scottish
word meaning ‘bed’. The word originates
from the French word boiste, meaning
‘wooden box’. Example - Cum yer wa’s, my
wee dawtie, an a’ll pit ye t’yir bonnie
bushtie-ba.

Sugg - Slovenly / fat or lazy, easy-going
and particularly used to describe a woman
or a child. Example: Ye rank amon’ the lazy
sugs.
Rummelieguts - A Scottish word meaning
‘windbag’.
Haggersnash - Offal, scraps of meat.
Example: There must hae been an awfu’
haggersnash o’ tongues.
Snowke - To sniff around like a dog.
Penny-wabble - An old dialect word for
weak, watered-down beer. Example:
Hopefully his taste won’t be penny-wabble.
Moggan - An old Scottish word meaning a
long sock or a stocking.
Pilleurichie - A to-do or hullaballo.
Example: That’s an awfu’ pillarachie the
hens are hadin’ this mornin’.
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Illwillie - Bad-tempered, ill-natured (often
used to describe unruly animals). Example:
An ill willy cow should have short horns.
Mell- To mix together or to mingle.
Heididpeer - To be of equal height
Jimp - Vertigo, dizziness, light-headedness.
Example: A cog o’ gude liquor May whyles
gar the mirligoes dance in our e’e.
Ramstoorie - Slap-dash, rough and ready.
Barry (Bah-ray) - A Scottish word for
great. Also a man’s name. Example: That
was a Barry laugh.
Clarty (Clahr-tay) - Dirty. Example: Clean
your trainers. You look clarty.
Messages (Mess-aj-ays) - Food shop.
Example: Going to Waitrose for my
messages.
Said no one, ever.
Mocket (Maw-kit) - Dirty. Example: Yir
trews (trousers) are mocket.
Nick
To steal or the state of something. Example:
He nicked ma phone!
Check the nick of Ronan.

Oft! (Ohh-ffft) - This is actually pretty
hard to define.
Oh! That’s really positive or oh, ouch!
Usually used to describe someone or
respond to something.
Example: Ronan faceplants on Victoria
Street. Oft! That’s gonna hurt.
Pelters (Pelt-urs) - Insults thrown like
bullets. Example: Ronan’s getting pelters in
this post.
Scunnered
The Scottish word for tired. You can be
scunnered, scunnered of something or
scunnered of someone. Example: Ronan is
scunnered of Gemma’s pelters.
Shan (Shahn) - A shame or calling
someone or something a shame.
Example: I can’t make it to the party. That’s
shan. Homework is due Tuesday. You’re
shan, miss.
Steamin (Steam-in) - Druuuuunk.
Example: Ronan’s steamin and singing
karaoke. Again.

A call for contruibutions
Are there any of our readers proficient in writing in Scots, or perhaps just interested in
trying? Crail Matters would love to hear from you, and would be very happy to publish. We
feel the Scots language is important and would welcome the opportunity to publish it more
broadly.
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Bin Collection

Worship Resources:
Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail , Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Crail Parish Church is using these lockdown
days as a God - given opportunity to come
together in a new way in a live service
through the medium of computer audio and
video link, ZOOM. Many of you will have
heard of ZOOM, and will know what it
involves. We are here to help others use it and
if you just have a phone you can phone up a
local number and dial in for free (if you have
a package with free local calls with a duration
of one hour) . For help in accessing zoom on
the internet, or with accessing the zoom phone
line, do get in touch. We will send out the
zoom link to all those already on our email
lists and if you are not on their lists and would
like to receive it just let the Session Clerk
know.
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is closed for worship but is
broadcasting Sunday services, conducted by
the Rev. Steven Butler. at 1030. Please check
beforehand in case circumstances change. For
details of the link required go to https://
www.eastneukepiscopal.co.uk/
Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
In order to comply with Scottish Govt
Regulations CCC is closed until further notice
In the meantime we will continue to provide a
weekly Meditation Service on YouTube. The
details of the Service and the YouTube link
Are available here: http://
www.coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk/
For urgent pastoral needs please contact 01333
312041 pastor_ccc@btinternet.comtions.
A Prayer appropriate for our time from the
Pastoral letter of the Right Rev. Ian Paton, Bishop
of St Andrews, Dunkeld and Dunblane, Scottish
Episcopal Church.

God of compassion,
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in
isolation. In their loneliness, be their
consolation;
in their anxiety, be their hope;
in their darkness, be their light;
through him who is the Light of the nations
and the Glory of your people,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

You can find your bin collection
arrangements for your address by
consulting the web site : https://
www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar
24 February Grey Bin
3 March Blue Bin
10 March Green Bin
17 March Brown and Blue Bin
24 March Grey Bin
31 March Brown and Blue Bin
7 April Green Bin
Missed bin collection last week will not
be made up, and collections will work to
above timetable. The green bins not
collected will be collected again on 10
March.
Changes to Post
Office van hours
The post office bus
will only be coming
to Crail on a
MONDAY AND
TUESDAY 1.45pm - 3.45pm until
government restrictions are lifted.

The Crail
Seagull
Despite lockdown
restrictions pot
holers are coming
from far and wide to
explore the ones in
Crail. Flying up
Anstruther Road I had
to take a second look
at this visitor. Perhaps
aliens are immune to
Covid?
Whoaaa - I see they
are going to begin
some road works in
Crail. Does that mean the potholes will be
filled, or made worse? It could be either way.

5th verse from Surah al-Inshirah, the 94th Surah of the
Quran.

So verily, with every difficulty there is relief.
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I was glad to see the back of the snow, but a
bit distressed to see the amount of dog poo
the receding snow exposed. Even odder (and
worse) there are little black bags dotted
around - very strange. Why??

Winter wear on the
Coastal Path migrating potholes too?
Colin Morrison
The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes
Next virtual meeting 22 February 2021 7.15pm
(Contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for joining instructions.
Participants will be required to confirm their identity).
AGENDA
Chairman’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
Update Crail Community Partnership
Floodlighting skatepark
Disbursement of Covid emergency fund
Cemetery Road
Tree issues at Beechwalk park and Victoria
gardens
Fife Councilors Reports
AOCB

Welcome
Apologies:
Minutes of meeting held on 25th January 2021
Action Summary:
Bollards on High Street – Cllr LH
Signs – Cllr JD
Purchase more seagull proof bins – PH
Yellow lines in Shoregate – Cllr LH
Overgrown Hedge in lane off Lamont – Cllr JD

Advert/Copy Submission to Crail Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material for publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer .doc, .jpg and
.pdf copy. We would urge anyone submitting material to have regard to efficient use of space - we cannot
guarantee to publish in original format large adverts designed as posters. We reserve the right to edit material.

A subsidized hard copy version of Crail
Matters is available delivered to your house
for people who have difficulty in accessing the
digital issue through age or infirmity. Please
contact us (or a member of the Editorial
Team) if you feel you fall into this category.
This is a service dependent on volunteers to
deliver, and at the moment only available in
Crail.

Karail
Crail Parish Church has decided to do an
edition that will cover the spring and
summer period and will feature
upcoming events (hopefully that can take
place), news and it would be good to
share how lockdown and coronavirus
have affected your organisation.
Please send anything for inclusion to our
editor Heather
on heatheraird@btinternet.com by
Monday 22nd February.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2021: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter.
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