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The Community Council emergency contact number: 07376 531092. Call this number if
you need COVID related shopping assistance or advice.
Carriageway Repairs High Street.
Crail Matters understand that the work at A917 High Street, Crail is programmed to start on
the 22nd February and should be completed by the 26th February. Marketgate from Tolbooth
Wynd to Kirk Wynd is included in next year's resurfacing programme but it is too early to
give a timescale as to when resurfacing works will take place but, if approved, it would be
within the 21/22 financial year.

Covid-19 vaccination scams. This link gives a very good summary of the scams that are
around https://theferret.scot/ffs-explains-covid-19-vaccination-scams/
Crail Matters only works because you support it. If you haven’t yet supported us, then
please consider doing so. And if you have, very many thanks!. Donations can be made
directly to our bank account (Crab Publishing) at:
Sort Code: 83-26-28
A/c No.: 15518709
Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We need willing hands to help with Editing,
layout and production. We also need local reporters. If you would like to help please contact us.

James Lumsden Monument - Crail Kirkyard
As mentioned in a prior edition of Crail Matters Crail Preservation Society has raised the
funds to undertake conservation work on the Lumsden Monument (c. 1600).
An initial part of the conservation work was to create a 3D image of the monument so that
the monument detail is digitally stored and the image will enable planning for the
conservation works. This survey cost £3,700.

The 3D image can be viewed in detail by going to https://sketchfab.com/, then type James
Lumsden Crail in the Search box. Then enjoying zooming in on the detail that becomes
clearer than when the monument is viewed with the naked eye.
Crail Preservation Society is very dependant on its committee of volunteers and the
financial support of its membership. If you would like to join CPS please go to our website
www.crailpreservationsociety.org or email jude.c.gallon@gmail.com
Wind Farm off the Fife Coast
When I was a child they called me a wean
The place where I lived, not a home but a hame
My mum was my mammy, my dog was my dug
My uncle was High but to us he was Shug.
A potato – a tattie, a turnip – a neep
My house was a hoose and to cry was to greet.
A wisnae was wasn’t and did not was didnae
A kiss was a winch and a red face a riddy.
If someone was ill, well they looked peelywally
And to go to the pub, you were off for a swally.
Up was still up but it coupled with doon
And your condiments limited – red sauce or
broon.
My armpit – my oakster, my head was ma heid
and if someone died, well that meant they were
deed.
Helen Elliot

The
owners of
the
enormous
vessel SAIPEN
7000
Crane
Vessel which we can see from Crail have
produced a promotional video that
gives a good idea of the work they are
involved in. The background music is
dreadful (!!!!) but it show the scale of
the work being undertaken in what at
the moment must be dreadful
conditions.
https://youtu.be/Iu69ucpNALM
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Crail Village Shops opening times, home delivery and take away arrangements
Barnett's Bakery: Mon - Sat 8am - 2pm
Ph#01333 310205
Co-op hours: Mon - Sun 7am - 10pm
Ph#01333 450309
Dan's: Mon - Sun 7am - 10pm Ph# 01333
451818
Green's (Temp. Hours) : Mon - Sat 9am 3:30pm Ph# 01333 450010 Delivery days:
Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat (call day before or by
11am for your order)
Penman's: Mon, Tues, Thur - Sat 6:30am 3pm Wed: 6:30am - 12:30pm Ph#01333
450218 Give a call for delivery. (East Neuk,
St. Andrews & surrounding areas)
Pharmacy: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9am 1pm 2pm - 5:30pm Wed: 9am - 1pm
Saturday 9-1.00pm Ph#01333 450402 Can
delivery to those shielding. There are no
shortages of meds.. Not giving Covid shots.
The Smoke Fired Whole Foods Shop
(Lockdown hours): Mon - Sat 10a - 5pm If
you need to order please email:
Crispinrainbow@gmail.com. They will let
you know when your order can be picked
up.
Ardross 01333 331400
info@ardrossfarm.co.uk
Order & Collect order by phone or email
by 4pm the day before collection. The order

& collect service costs £2. Order will be
paid for over the phone the evening before
collection
Home Delivery - place your order by phone
or email by 4pm the day before delivery.
Home delivery costs £4.50. Delivery days
for Crail Tuesday - Saturday. Order paid for
over the phone the evening before
collection.
Golf Hotel
Thank you to all for your carry out orders. It
went smoothly and all were successfully
collected, it helped everyone being on time!
Cheers!
We will try to keep FRIDAY FISH NIGHT
(5pm - 7pm) ongoing through the pandemic,
while there is demand.
Please email (info@thegolfhotelcrail.com),
message or call 01333 450393 to order and
arrange collection. Please have orders in for
Thursday by 4pm.
We will be offering Haddock, Scampi or
Chicken Nuggets all served with chips for
£8.00 normal portion, £6.00 for smaller
portion and £4.00 for kids. Cash on
Collection please.
We appreciate the positive feedback and
would consider a delivery option for those
shielding. Please do get in touch. We want
to keep trying to serve the community
during these trying times.

What’s in a Word?
Many Crail Matters readers will be familiar with the
name of Susie Dent as the regular resident of dictionary
corner in Channel 4’s Countdown. She’s a renowned
etymologist with many books to her name, the latest of
which is called Word Perfect. It’s an absolute delight,
with an entry for each day of the year explaining the
origins of a word (such as tawdry, which has
associations with St Audrey of Ely) or a saying (such as
stealing one’s thunder which comes from 18th Century
theatre).
Rather appropriately, Dent notes that many people may
be feeling forswunk at the moment, a term from the 13th
Century which means exhausted from a sense of
drudgery. She suggests that lalochezia might help, which
is the use of foul language to alleviate stress,
unhappiness, pain or frustration (and there is scientific
evidence to support this!). Implicit in her description is
using the language as an exclamation, so please don’t go
directing abuse at people in the street!
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell
Photography by John Anderson

I walked the loop from
Boarhills, through Kittock’s
Den and then back along the
coastal path on the 31st. There
was a light dusting of snow, but
only really staying down in the
bottom of the den as the
morning wore on. I flushed a
woodcock, picking around in
the unfrozen burn edge. They
are much more conspicuous in
the snow. As usual it didn’t
hang around and flew off
deeper into the trees. The den
was full of blackbirds that
morning instead of fieldfares
and redwings. They were
ticking and calling from every bush until a female sparrowhawk shot through creating a cone
of absolute silence behind it. There was no sign of the ravens at the sea end of the den, and
no sign along the coastal path. They may be keeping a low profile, particularly if one was
sitting on a nest. The usual greenshank was on the rocky shore by the coastal path, and closer
to Boarhills, where there are a couple of patches of reeds, a flock of 40-50 reed buntings, with
a few yellowhammers and corn buntings mixed in. There also seems to be good numbers of
corn buntings on this side of Boarhills this winter, again indicating that we might be in for a
spectacular number of breeding pairs this year.
I am working at home because of lockdown, teaching students remotely and trying to make
the best of it. But one aspect
of the make do arrangement
that is just brilliant is that I
am in the right place when
someone finds something
out at Fife Ness. On the 2nd I
was just finishing a meeting
with a student (honestly)
when
John Anderson
phoned – there was a
glaucous gull on the rocks
by Stinky Pool. Fifteen
minutes later I was out there
looking at the gull too, as it
took a break in the
cormorant and shag roost. Ten minutes even later it was on its way south again, flying over
the lighthouse at Fife Ness. This seems to be the way of Crail white-winged gulls – they stop
its only for a short while. But my haste was vindicated. That glaucous gull – and only about
my 7th or 8th in my 19 years here – was a second winter bird with its wings going almost pure
white, and more patchy biscuity-brown elsewhere. It was stood in exactly the same spot as
the Iceland gull on November 26th last year. But in contrast, the bird of that day showed the
characteristic flat head, beady head and low brow (a more thuggish look) of a glaucous, with
a heavier pink bill with a neat back tip. The rain started again as the gull left but I stuck it out
for a quick seawatch, sheltering in the lee of the seawatching hide. I was rewarded with a
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black-throated diver coming past heading north. I had been hoping for one of the great
northern divers that others were seeing last week, but a black-throated will do very nicely,
taking me up to 102 for the Crail year list.
The easterly gale continued on the 3rd, pushing the waves into Crail. It was fairly wild out at
Roome Bay that morning between
the grey curtains of the showers
coming in off the sea. I watched the
goldeneyes diving out in the surf. I
counted at least eight, so after their
late arrival last autumn, this is the
usual number that winter in Roome
Bay. They must have been trying to
pick things up underwater that
were being disturbed but I have no
idea how they manage to see
anything at all in such rough and
murky water. A few more days of
the storm – it is forecast to go on
until at least Tuesday this week –
and the inshore seabirds will start
to starve.
There was no let up in the easterly gales and heavy rain at the end of last week. There were
occasional gaps in the showers but if you wanted to get out, it was full wet weather gear from
head to toe, or a miserable time was in store. I went out to Balcomie and Fife Ness on the
morning of the 6th. It was all about the storm and the wild sea and the spectacle. There were
birds but hard to see anything in the wind and the huge waves. Balcomie Beach was covered
in spume and the waders had retreated to the rocks on the northern edge where there was a
bit more shelter while feeding. At Fife Ness there was a steady stream of razorbills and
kittiwakes: I looked in vain for a little auk. About ten red-throated divers went past in 45
minutes. It was exciting and it felt like something special might come past at any time. But
the cold and rain (and a miserable dog) pushed me home for coffee. I had a better view of the
seabird passage from my house in Crail in any case. Being 30 metres up I could see into the
wave troughs. It was the same as Fife Ness however, still razorbills and kittiwakes, although
now with double figures of gannets – a faint hint of spring that otherwise seemed a very long
way off last weekend.
Letter to the Editor
Sir
May I compliment Fife
Council on cutting the
grass in and around
Crail? What an
improvement it is to be
rid of the overgrown
areas. Lets keep it all cut
and tidy over the spring
and summer growing
season.
Crail Resident (name
and email address
supplied

Razorbills in a storm
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Warning of people posing as SSPCA
Officers to steal dogs.
The Scottish SPCA has issued advice via
BBC News.
A worrying warning has been issued by
Newarthill Community Council in
Motherwell. The warning has now been
shared more than 1500 times.
They have advised that individuals,
dressed like Scottish SPCA Officers, are
going to the doors of houses with small
dogs. They are advising owners that
complaints have been made about their pet and then attempting to take the dogs away.
The post issued on the Community Council's Facebook page goes on to advise that someone
initially walks down the street banging a paint pot. This makes dogs bark and they can identify the
houses with the dogs they are interested in. They mark the wall or gate of the houses with small
dogs so the fake "SSPCA Officers" know which doors to go to.
The post advises that they are "stealing smallish size dogs to use for dog baiting used in illegal dog
fights."
Anyone who receives a visit of this nature is advised to call the Scottish SPCA Helpline on 03000
999 999 to verify the identity of the person at their door.
A spokesperson for the Scottish SPCA, Chief Superintendent Mike Flynn, told BBC news:
"Under no circumstances will an inspector or animal rescue officer attend an address without full
uniform and official identification. The Scottish SPCA uniform can be identified by the branded
epaulettes and logo across the front of the jacket.
"If you are at all unsure about a visit made by one of our inspectors please call our animal helpline
on 03000 999 999."
Police Scotland advised BBC News that they were aware of the warning however they said that no
formal complaint had been made.
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Crail Community Hall Kitchen Renovation
Currently the Community Asset Transfer of Crail Community Hall, to Crail Community
Partnership should complete on the 26th February. With a fair wind and no legal glitches.
CCP has prioritised an upgrade of the kitchen as the first improvement project. As there are
many unsafe and unusable elements in the kitchen.
An initial estimate of the cost to improve the kitchen to a
standard that will satisfy external caterers and meet
modern standards, is £50,000. CCP has developed the
following funding commitments:

This week we expect Planning Permission to be submitted. As you can see we do not quite
reach our estimate of £50,000 and ask for your support in making sure the Co-op
Communities Fund delivers the maximum possible funding. Today there is £406 in the Coop Fund. Choose Crail Community Partnership as your Co-op Local Community Fund.
Sign Up at: https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/45771 Thank you for your support, Crail
Community Partnership

A Stormy Roome Bay and Castle Colin Morrison

Surfing anyone? Gordon Baxter
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Dalloway and More from the Comfort of
Your Armchair

We’ve mentioned ONFife’s programme
before, but we feel it’s worth a wee reminder
of what they have to offer in the way of
theatre and entertainment in particular.
They’ve teamed up with several impressive
organisations across the world to make
productions available online. These include
the National Theatre (Scotland and England),
the Met Opera, Shakespeare’s Globe, the
Royal Opera House and Northern Ballet. The
ONFife Theatre and Entertainment web page
(https://onfife.com/shineon/theatre-andentertainment) has the full list.
One particular highlight, though, is Virginia
Woolf’s Dalloway, which is being live
streamed from Dyad Productions on Friday 12th February at 19:30 https://onfife.com/whats-on/
detail/dalloway-live-streamed-dyad-productions. It’s being streamed using a virtual reality format,
which means that you can use your mouse or trackpad on your computer to move around the stage
and zoom in and out. The performance lasts 80 minutes and is free, although you are encouraged to
make a donation. You can book tickets from the web page for the production.
Penmans
Due to Covid rules, we can only go to the shops
for the essentials... So we bring to you ‘THE
ESSENTIALS’ Meat Pack!! Starting Tuesday
2nd February 2021.
This includes;
1lb Mince
1lb Diced Stew
1lb Pork Sausages
2 Chicken Breasts
4 Beef Burgers

½lb Steak Pie
ALL FOR JUST £25.00!!!
*Please note; our meat packs are only for a
limited time only so be quick. Pre ordering is
very much advised for collection in store or
home delivery as they are in high demand. We
only have a few available in store for people who
don’t pre order, so to avoid disappointment, we
strongly advice pre ordering. Unfortunately, we
can’t change meat packs or swap meats in this
pack. Thank you

Flower emerging in Denburn - Spring on its way!!! Gordon Baxter
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Kipper the Cat is here to help with Home Schooling!
Kipper is as curious as all cats are - and he
loves fish! So where better for him to be than
the Scottish Fisheries Museum where he can
scamper amongst the fishing nets, boxes and
barrels, get cosy next to the stove below decks,
and sample all those tasty scraps of herring, cod
and mackerel? Along the way, he finds masses
of interesting and intriguing objects to puzzle
over and play with - and now he wants to share
them with you.
Have a look at Kipper’s blog, stories and arty ideas. He’ll be adding items as he goes, so
come back and see what’s new and follow Kipper on the museum’s social media pages.
Kipper’s Collections
Join Kipper as he explores every corner of the museum and learn more about his favourite
things in his blog:
https://scotfishmuseum.org/perch/resources/kippers-collections-narwhal-tooth.pdf
Herring Tales
Before lockdown, Kipper sailed all over Scotland to find his special Gansey knitted by a
herring lass he met in Anstruther. You can follow his adventures in his very own comic, listen
to some magical stories from around the coast and then design your own Gansey for Kipper
to wear.
Click on the images above to go straight to the resources or find them all at Knitting the
Herring - Herring Tales. https://scottishgansey.org.uk/news-and-events/herring-tales/
If you are able to print a copy at home, you can send in your designs to
gansey@scotfishmuseum.org for a chance to win a Kipper cuddly toy! Or you can upload it
onto Microsoft Paint and send us your creations!
If Kipper has inspired you to pick up your knitting needles, then choose some colourful wool
and head over to the How To section of Knitting the Herring to find a range of projects and
patterns, and some tutorial videos to get you started.
Maths and More
Kipper loves his Gansey so much because of the beautiful patterns that have been knitted into
it. When he looks closely, he can see lots of shapes that remind him of the sea and his salty
adventures.
Why not download one of our Maths Week Challenges and have a look for yourself - see if
you can follow the co-ordinates or crack the Gansey code:
Gansey Maths Week Challenge 1 (P1 - 5) https://www.scotfishmuseum.org/perch/resources/
maths-week-p1-p5.pdf
Gansey Maths Week Challenge 2 (P5-7) https://www.scotfishmuseum.org/perch/resources/
maths-week-p5-7.pdf

A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is available delivered to your house for
people who have difficulty in accessing the digital issue through age or infirmity. Please
contact us (or a member of the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall into this category. This is
a service dependent on volunteers to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.

9

Worship Resources:
Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail , Refer to web site here.
Crail Parish Church Last Sunday we had a
zoom service, and we are using these
lockdown days as a God - given opportunity to
come together in a new way in a live service
through the medium of computer audio and
video link, called ZOOM. Many of you will
have heard of ZOOM, and will know what it
involves. We are here to help others use it and
if you just have a phone you can phone up a
local number and dial in for free (if you have a
package with free local calls with a duration of
one hour)
If you would like help in accessing zoom on
the internet, or with accessing the zoom phone
line, do get in touch. We will send out the zoom
link to all those already on our email lists and
if you are not on their lists and would like to
receive it just let the Session Clerk know.
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is closed for worship but is
broadcasting Sunday services, conducted by
the Rev. Steven Butler. at 1030. Please check
beforehand in case circumstances change. For
details of the link required go to https://
www.eastneukepiscopal.co.uk/
Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
In order to comply with Scottish Govt
Regulations CCC is closed until further notice
In the meantime we will continue to provide a
weekly Meditation Service on YouTube. The
details of the Service and the YouTube link
Are available here: http://
www.coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk/
For urgent pastoral needs please contact 01333
312041 pastor_ccc@btinternet.comtions.
A Prayer appropriate for our time from the
Pastoral letter of the Right Rev. Ian Paton,
Bishop of St Andrews, Dunkeld and
Dunblane, Scottish Episcopal Church.
God of compassion,
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in
isolation. In their loneliness, be their
consolation;
in their anxiety, be their hope;
in their darkness, be their light;
through him who is the Light of the nations
and the Glory of your people,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
On this Epiphany journey, may God gladden
our hearts with the good news of his kingdom.
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Bin Collection:
Winter Regime Reminder
Fife Council are currently operating their
winter regime for brown bins. Blue bins
are still collected every two weeks, but
brown bins are only being collected
every FOUR weeks. Make sure you
check the Fife Council bin collection
calendar to find the next date for the
collection of your brown bins: https://
www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar
10 February Green bin
17 February Brown and Blue bins

Changes to Post
Office van hours
The post office bus
will only be coming
to Crail on a
MONDAY AND
TUESDAY 1.45pm
3.45pm until government restrictions are
lifted.
A message from Shell’s
I hope you are all keeping safe and well
in these crazy times. I just wanted to let
you all know I am doing a free delivery
service around the East Neuk if anyone
would like anything from my shop and
can also post items out to you for
customer living further afield. Postage
cost will be charged accordingly. From
cards and gifts to helium balloons which
can be delivered in a gift box, is a great
way of cheering someone up if they are
having a lockdown birthday or
anniversary. Also quite a few jigsaws in
stock and lovely needle felting kits to
beat the boredom. You can find me on
Shell’s facebook page where I will be
posting regular updates of new stock
arriving. Alternatively please leave a
message on the shop answering machine
(01333 450200) with your details and I
will return your call. Thank you all so
much for your continued support, it’s
very much appreciated. Keep safe and
hopefully see you soon
Rochelle

The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes
Next virtual meeting 22 February 2021 7.15pm
(Contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for joining instructions.
Participants will be required to confirm their identity).
Report from Police Scotland for Crail January 2021
Officers are well aware of recent issues with youths attending and gaining entry to the Crail
Community Hall. The hall has been added to a local Community Patrol Matrix for passing
attention.
Officers have also been made aware of issues with fencing in the Roome Bay area and
issues with broken glass being found within the grounds of the Primary School Park.
These areas will also be added to the Patrol Matrix for passing attention.
41 Calls to the police, consisting of various nature, Concern for persons, assist members of
the public, medical matters and various other calls.
5 crimes recorded in this period.

Dear All,
I would like to thank the many people that have
congratulated me on the BCAv Award. I’m a
little uncomfortable being singled out and would
like people to see this award as recognition of
the wonderful community spirit that we have in
Crail. When we started up the www.crail.info
website we identified over 25 Crail
organisations that are active and all led by
volunteers. We should all be proud of our wee
corner of Fife and what goes on here.
Thank you,
Dennis Gowans

Keep your eye out for a letter from us over
the next few days. It’ll contain details of
who’s registered to vote at your address. If
there’s anyone missing then make sure, if
they want to have their say in the Scottish
Parliamentary Elections due to take place
on 6 May, they register to vote at
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote as soon as
possible. Anyone aged 16 or over on 6
May will be able to vote in these elections.
Also, given the current circumstances, we
expect a lot of people will be looking to
vote by post. If you do, then first of all
make sure you’re registered to vote by
checking the letter and get a postal vote
application form from www.fife.gov.uk/
postalvote Please do this sooner rather
than later so that we can make sure we can
process applications in time.
If anyone has any friends or family not
online, they ca
n contact us by calling 03451 55 55 11.
For more information about the
upcoming elections visit
www.fife.gov.uk/scottishelection2021
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The Crail Seagull
The potholes in Crail are getting so
bad even the traffic cones have
given up!
What a week of wild weather we’ve
had, I’m heartily sick and tired of
the never-ending gales and rain. My
nest at Fluke Dub was almost
washed into the sea!
Has anyone seen the humpback
whale in the Forth? I’ve been
looking out for it but not seen it yet.
You’d have thought it would have to
pass Fluke Dub too! All I see is the
huge vessel doing things for the new
wind farm.

Fishing is over!!

Pot holes in the roads remain a major
problem. And they seem to be
growing in both size and number. Is
this the future?

State of the Union
February 2021?
Pleased to see the
Union flags in Crail all
now flying the right
way round!

‘Look what I found’ Messenger link
Facebook!
If you receive a
message on Facebook
Messenger
stating,
simply, "Look what I
found" do not click
on the link! This scam
is designed to steal your Facebook
username and password.
If you click play on the 'video' you will
be redirected to the hackers ‘look a like’
Facebook login screen requesting you to
log on. If you log in, your email and
password are obtained by the hacker,
they are then able to gain access to your
account, change your password and lock
you out!
Advert/Copy Submission to Crail Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material for publication in
a variety of formats, but we prefer .doc, .jpg and .pdf copy.
We would urge anyone submitting material to have regard
to efficient use of space - we cannot guarantee to publish
in original format large adverts designed as posters. We
reserve the right to edit material.

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Community to join. An
application form can be found here:
https://
crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2020: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter.
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