Crail
Matters
Crail: The Jewel
of the East Neuk

W/C 22 March 2021 Issue No. 200
Free - donations welcome - suggested donation £1

The Community Council emergency contact number: 07376 531092. Call this number if
you need COVID related shopping assistance or advice.
Crail Matters Supplement
To mark our 200th issue we are publishing a supplement which is scheduled for delivery
through our normal internet distribution system for 8.15. Don’t miss it!!

Crail Pop Up Pantry
Crail Town Hall
Wednesday 24
March
14:45 – 15:45
Money not
stretching as
far as it usually
does?
Home schooling/
working
increasing food
bills?
Come along to our
Pop Up Pantry
and top up with
free items
from cupboard essentials
to toiletries.
We are open to ALL, please remember to bring a
bag along with you.
For more information contact Caroline Berry,
Community Education Worker, Fife Council 07519 293 642.

Crail
Community
Hall
Cleaning
Services
Crail Community Partnership will be
needing cleaning services for Crail
Community Hall as activities restart and
would like to use any available local
cleaning services. If you can offer these
services please email
crailcommunitypartnership@gmail.com
or phone 01333 450108

Bow Butts Park.
Crail Community Partnership are
pleased to announce that the asset
transfer of Bow Butts Park from Fife
Council has now been completed, and
the area is now in local community
ownership. To recognise this event
last Sunday 3 oak trees were planted
in Bow Butts Park, carried out by
Bow Butts families. The successful
crowdfunding was essential for this
asset transfer, with legal fees of just
under £2,000 paid this week.

The Future’s not cancelled

Covid-19 vaccination scams. This link gives
a very good summary of the scams that are
around https://theferret.scot/ffs-explainscovid-19-vaccination-scams/

Crail Fishbar
Crail Fishbar will be open for takeaways on
Friday 26th March and Saturday 27th March,
4pm till 8pm. Thereafter we intend to be
open every Friday, Saturday and Sunday,
4pm till 8pm. Due to current Covid
restrictions customers are not allowed inside
the shop. We will be taking walk up orders at
the door which will be cooked fresh to order.
Alternatively, after 2pm each day we can
accept orders by telephone, 01333 450159,
and we will agree a collection time with you.
We will be monitoring the Government
guidelines and instructions closely and
hopefully we can return to full time opening
in the near future. We look forward to
welcoming back customers old and new. Stay
safe everyone.

Fairies seen in Denburn Woods
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Crail Community Hall - Events and
Activities
If you would like to organise an event or a
series of
activities in the
community
owned, Crail
Community
Hall please
contact the
Events Manager at
crailcommunitypartnership@gmail.com
We will comply with government issued
regulations in regard to Covid-19 We will
review, government issued guidance with
regard to covid-19. Where relevant to Crail
Community Hall (CCH) and activities at CCH
we will follow such guidance and ensure all
users also follow such guidance.

Crail Village Shops opening times, home delivery and take away arrangements
Barnett's Bakery: Mon - Sat 8am - 2pm
Ph#01333 310205
Co-op hours: Mon - Sun 7am - 10pm
Ph#01333 450309
Dan's: Mon - Sun 9am - 5pm Ph# 01333
451818
Green's (Temp. Hours) : Mon - Sat 9am 3:30pm Ph# 01333 450010 Delivery days:
Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat (call day before or by
11am for your order)
Penman's: Mon, Tues, Thur - Sat 6:30am 3pm Wed: 6:30am - 12:30pm Ph#01333
450218 Give a call for delivery. (East Neuk,
St. Andrews & surrounding areas)
Pharmacy: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9am 1pm 2pm - 5:30pm Wed: 9am - 1pm
Saturday 9-1.00pm Ph#01333 450402 Can
delivery to those shielding. There are no
shortages of meds.. Not giving Covid shots.
Ardross 01333 331400
info@ardrossfarm.co.uk
Order & Collect order by phone or email
by 4pm the day before collection. The order
& collect service costs £2. Order will be
paid for over the phone the evening before
collection

Home Delivery - place your order by phone
or email by 4pm the day before delivery.
Home delivery costs £4.50. Delivery days
for Crail Tuesday - Saturday. Order paid for
over the phone the evening before
collection.
Golf Hotel
Thank you to all for your carry out orders. It
went smoothly and all were successfully
collected, it helped everyone being on time!
Cheers!
We will try to keep FRIDAY FISH NIGHT
(5pm - 8pm) ongoing through the pandemic,
while there is demand.
Please email (info@thegolfhotelcrail.com),
message or call 01333 450393 to order and
arrange collection. Please have orders in for
Thursday by 4pm.
We will be offering Haddock, Scampi or
Chicken Nuggets all served with chips for
£8.00 normal portion, £6.00 for smaller
portion and £4.00 for kids. Cash on
Collection please.
We appreciate the positive feedback and
would consider a delivery option for those
shielding. Please do get in touch. We want
to keep trying to serve the community
during these trying times.

Gordon Baxter
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell
Photography by Will Cresswell

There are still some corn bunting flocks about. I bumped into a flock of at least 60 just west
of Kingsbarns on the 14th. The stubble fields are still there too, so probably not a
coincidence. Everywhere else they are disappearing fast: I could hear the ploughing and the
gulls throughout my walk that day from Kingsbarns to Kenly Water and back. There are only
a couple of stubble fields left at Hillhead now, but there seem to be just skylarks in these fields
anyway, apart from the big chaffinch flock down by the burn mouth (minus any bramblings
now). The twite are still in residence at Boghall, in the sheep field behind Red Sands. At least
90, which I think removes the remote possibility that the similar size twite flock I found out
at Kilrenny the week before were the same birds. Coming back into Kingsbarns I checked the
gulls roosting on the sea and found my first proper summer migrant of the year – a lesser
black-backed gull, back from North Africa or southern Iberia.
There was a cold north-westerly on the 16th, but warm out of the wind and in the sun. The
frogs shifted up a gear, with over 50 in my pond and 12 clumps of spawn. The volume of their
croaking matched the temperature, turned up to 11. At Balcomie it was still quiet; the
sanderlings roosting even at mid-tide. There were still lots of teal passing, pairs stopping to
feed in the shallows of the rocky shore for a few hours with the resident mallards and eiders.
On the 17th my daughter stuck her head round the back
door and let me know that there was a bird in the
greenhouse. I asked her what sort and she replied in true
teenage fashion that she didn’t do birds and had no idea
and why was I asking so many questions. I duly went
down the garden expecting the usual sparrow or a false
alarm: house sparrows often go in to eat the aphids and
then happily find their way out of the open door. But
when I got there, not a sparrow but a sparrowhawk. A
first year male that was trying to get out through the glass
rather than looking behind it and seeing the door.
Sparrowhawks are great at what they do – stealth,
surprise hunting and ruthless determination – but they are
not the brightest bird on the block. I caught the bird easily
as it continued to try to get through the glass. I’ve handled
a lot of sparrowhawks and still have a license to catch and
put radio tags on them (a fairly obscure qualification, but
handy that day). But sparrowhawks are actually not much
trouble in the hand. Even if they get their sharp claws into your hand their grip is not very
strong, and their bill the same. I imagine it’s a different story if you are a blue tit. I took the
sparrowhawk out of the greenhouse and showed it to my daughter who, at last, was
moderately impressed. Sparrowhawks have such an indomitable stare, as if they are sizing
everything up for a fight – even something many times its size. Perhaps something a teenager
can relate to. I let it go and it shot away over my house, blue tit alarm calls and grumpy gulls
following it away.
I spent some days at the end of last week trying to catch corn buntings at Kingsbarns to start
colour-ringing them. Then I can map how individuals use territories and move around the
East Neuk. The flock of over 100 corn buntings still at Kingsbarns, for example. Where are
all these birds from? Last year’s local birds or from further afield? With a proportion of corn
buntings marked with different ring combinations then we will be able to follow individuals.
Easier said than done. It’s been windy and I have mostly been watching corn buntings flying
over or bouncing off my nets. But on the 18th, I caught my first bird at Kingsbarns. All long
journeys start with a single step and this is an important one. I have been working on chats
for the last few years – wheatears and whinchats – and corn buntings seem huge in
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comparison. The bird I caught that morning
weighed 46 grams! I know this is not a lot
really but compared to a 14 gram Cyprus
wheatear, a corn bunting is a much chunkier
bird. Males are bigger and heavier than
females so I should be able to tell the sex of
my bird, but this one was bang in the middle
with its mass, with a female wing length and a
male length tarsus. More experience needed I
think. The corn bunting was not only the first
corn bunting of my new research study, it was
the first corn bunting I have ever caught.
Anyway, there is now a colour-ringed corn
bunting at large in the East Neuk – WMRY – left leg, right leg, top to bottom, so white over
metal on the left leg and red over yellow on the right leg. Finding it again will be a needle in
a haystack but with a few tens more then we should start finding out much more about why
the corn buntings are doing so well locally, but are only expanding out to the rest of Fife very
slowly.
Some bonuses of following around corn buntings in the few remaining stubble fields: a snow
bunting and a Lapland bunting. Both single birds and just in the same fields as the corn
buntings but not really associating with them. I was really
pleased because I identified both correctly by the pitch of
their “truup” call as they flew by me, before I saw them:
it has been a good season’s worth of experience this
winter. The Lapland bunting obligingly landed in the top
of a tree and even started a little singing – not the melodic
song I know from Arctic Alaska but a more scratchy subsong. Still, great to hear, and nice to be able to see a
Lapland bunting well, rather than just a dashing shape in
a windswept sky.
Stop press: I have just seen the corn bunting that I put colour-rings on sitting on a wire at
Kingsbarns, looking very happy and only about 100 meters from where I caught it last week.

Morning views - harbour and beach Colin Morrison
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Crail Matters only works because you support it. If you haven’t yet supported us, then
please consider doing so. And if you have, very many thanks!. Donations can be made
directly to our bank account (Crab Publishing) at:
Sort Code: 83-26-28
A/c No.: 15518709
Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We need willing hands to help with Editing,
layout and production. We also need local reporters. If you would like to help please contact us.

The Scottish Parliamentary Elections
The Scottish Parliamentary Elections are due
to take place on 6 May. We expect, given the
current circumstances, that a lot of people
will be looking to vote by post. If you do,
then first of all make sure you’re registered
to vote by checking the letter we recently
sent you and get a postal vote application
form from www.fife.gov.uk/postalvote
Please do this sooner rather than later so that
we can make sure we can process
applications in time. If anyone has any
friends or family not online, they can contact
us by calling 03451 55 55 11. For more
information about the upcoming elections
visit:
www.fife.gov.uk/scottishelection2021

Cambo Den Colin Morrison
ATTENTION ALL BOOKWORMS
SALES OF PRE-LOVED BOOKS
fiction, non-fiction, adults and children's, golden oldies and modern authors all @ £1
OUTSIDE MARINE HOTEL
NETHERGATE CRAIL
SATURDAY 27th - SUNDAY 28th MARCH
choose your books with care: you lose an hour’s reading when the clocks change
SATURDAY 3rd - SUNDAY 4th APRIL
Easter weekend – who needs chocolate eggs when there are BOOKS?
I will set up around 10am each day weather permitting and stay
until about 4pm. If I said the winter attempts were wild
successes, I'd be lying but it was good to see the faithful few and
my fingers and feet have just about thawed out now. I will bring
fresh stock down each day as obviously there will only be local
customers who may not want to see a display of what I didn’t sell
in December! Thanks to those who have supported me in the past
and as always I am happy see people who reckon not to like
books being converted!
Ruth Redfern
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Bin Collection

Worship Resources:

You can find your bin collection
arrangements for your address by
consulting the web site : https://
www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail , Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Crail Parish Church
All services are by Zoom or by telephone,
anyone wishing to take part in the services,
prayer group or talks please contact the
Session Clerk for access.

24 March Grey Bin
31 March Brown and Blue Bin
7 April Green Bin

St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is closed for worship but is
broadcasting Sunday services, conducted by
the Rev. Steven Butler. at 1030. Please check
beforehand in case circumstances change. For
details of the link required go to https://
www.eastneukepiscopal.co.uk/
Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
In order to comply with Scottish Govt
Regulations CCC is closed until further notice
In the meantime we will continue to provide a
weekly Meditation Service on YouTube. The
details of the Service and the YouTube link
Are available here: http://
www.coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk/
For urgent pastoral needs please contact 01333
312041 pastor_ccc@btinternet.comtions.
A Prayer appropriate for our time from the
Pastoral letter of the Right Rev. Ian Paton, Bishop
of St Andrews, Dunkeld and Dunblane, Scottish
Episcopal Church.

God of compassion,
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in
isolation. In their loneliness, be their
consolation;
in their anxiety, be their hope;
in their darkness, be their light;
through him who is the Light of the nations
and the Glory of your people,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
5th verse from Surah al-Inshirah, the 94th
Surah of the Quran.
So verily, with every difficulty there is relief.

Missed bin collection will not be made
up, and collections will work to the
above timetable. The green bins not
collected last month will be collected
again on 10 March.
The Crail Seagull
Was just flying
home to Flook
Dub last week, and
saw an aircraft on
the runway at the
old airfield.
Someone
evading the
lockdown?
Smuggler?
Who
knows, but
for a seagull with a small brain very
suspicious.
I’ve long wondered what those blue
shipping containers were down by Bow
Butts Park. I think they appeared last
year during lockdown, and I’ve heard a
generator going in one of them, although
I’ve never actually seen inside them.
What I do know, though, is that the Fife
Council vehicles all used to congregate
there when it was tea-break time or lunch
time. Anyway, I see that the they’ve now
been removed... on the same day when it
was announced that cafes and restaurants
can start thinking about opening up
again. Seems a bit of a coincidence to
me, so I can only conclude that the
containers were probably some sort of
secret cafe for the use of council workers
only!

Changes to Post Office van hours. The post office bus will be coming to Crail:
MONDAY
1.45-3.45pm
TUESDAY
2.00-3.45pm
WEDNESDAY 1.45-3.45pm
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes
Next virtual meeting 29 March 2021 7.15pm
(Contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for joining instructions.
Participants will be required to confirm their identity).
Welcome
Apologies:

Cemetery Rd – BP
Sauchope Caravan Park – DJ

Presentation – Brian Rapley, development
manager of Scotland Hourglass Community
Hub – keeping older people safe.

Chairman’s Report

Minutes of meeting held on 22 February 2021

Update Crail Community Partnership

Action Summary:
Bollards on High Street – LH
Signs – JD
Yellow lines on Shoregate – LH
Overgrown hedge – JD
Flooding issues – Anstruther and St Andrews
Roads – JD LH BP
Distribute approved payments from Crail Covid
Emergency Fund – JW

Floodlighting skatepark

Treasurer’s Report

Common Good Fund Application. Crail Town
Hall redecoration.
Mobile phone availability.
Fife Councilors Reports
AOCB

The clocks change!!!
Daylight saving
time 2021 in United
Kingdom will begin
at 01:00 on Sunday,
28 March and ends
at 02:00 on Sunday,
31 October.

SSPCA in Glasgow seized 8 puppies
in an Airb&b. The owner had rented
the property to a low welfare puppy
breeder capitalising on the increased
value of puppies in the lockdown. 4
of the pups had to be put down due
to serious ill health. Police Scotland
assisted in the raid.
Puppy purchasers BEWARE

A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is available delivered to your house for
people who have difficulty in accessing the digital issue through age or infirmity. Please
contact us (or a member of the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall into this category. This is
a service dependent on volunteers to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.
Advert/Copy Submission to Crail
Matters

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Community to join. An
application form can be found here:
https://
crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

The Editors are happy to accept material for
publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer
.doc, .jpg and .pdf copy. We would urge anyone
submitting material to have regard to efficient use of
space - we cannot guarantee to publish in original
format large adverts designed as posters. We reserve
the right to edit material.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2021: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter.
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