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The Community Council emergency contact number: 07376 531092. Call this number if
you need COVID related shopping assistance or advice.
Crail Community to take ownership of land at Bow Butts Park and Pinkerton Triangle
On the 11 th March, Crail Community
Partnership will have successfully
brought two pieces of land into
community ownership through Asset
Transfer from Fife Council. This was
achieved through a major and highly
successful Crowdfunding exercise
associated with specific donations from Largo Leisure Holidays (Sauchope Caravan Park) to
support the acquisition and improvement of The Pinkerton Triangle, and James Morris, in loving
memory of June Morris to support the acquisition
and improvement of Bow Butts Park. This is a
further development of the Crail Charrette. Central to
these acquisitions is a strong community and
volunteer engagement.
Bow Butts Park is an area of green space to the south
of Bow Butts. The intention is to enhance this green
space for wildlife by planting native bushes and
shrubs, and creating a wildflower area. Bow Butts will become a wonderful area for nature to
thrive, and benefit the Crail community for years to come.
The Pinkerton Triangle is currently a piece of unattended scrub land south of the Pinkerton
residential area, which already provides nesting for common whitethroat, sedge warbler, meadow
pipit, reed bunting and stonechat. CCP and community volunteers aim to enhance this green
space for wildlife by planting native bushes and shrubs, adding a pond and creating a small
wildflower area.

The Future’s not cancelled

News from Finlay at Crail Pharmacy.

From: Iain Rooney

Dear Customers,

I moved to this area in 2006 and I've worked as
a community pharmacist in the East Neuk for
the past 14 years- initially in Anstruther before
moving to Pittenweem in 2009. Crail is
unchartered waters but my vaccinations are up
to date and I cant wait to get started on this new
exciting chapter of my life! I am privileged to be
taking the baton from Finlay who has played
such a key role in East Neuk life and I wish him
and Ruth a long retirement together full of
adventures. There's probably a joke about him
becoming a silver surfer but I'm not going to
make it..

After 20 fantastic years working at Crail
Pharmacy, I have decided it is time for me to
hand over the reins to the next generation of
younger and enthusiastic pharmacists so I'd like
to let you know that as from April 1st the
pharmacy will be under new ownership. My
time working in the pharmacy has been the most
enjoyable of my professional career and I
consider the community of Crail to be not only
valued customers but also as friends who have
supported myself and my family.
I am confident I am passing the baton onto a
very capable enthusiastic pharmacist, Iain
Rooney, who is local to the East Neuk and has a
young family. I know he will work really hard to
meet your needs. He has lots of new great ideas
and I feel he will enhance the existing service
we provide.
Needless to say, I could not have been able to do
my job without Kim by my side. She has been
the glue that has held everything together and
Ruth and I would like to thank her from the
bottom of our hearts for being there as a
colleague and a friend (and for putting up with
me!!). Kim will remain in her post and she will
work to ensure the transition is seamless.
Ruth and I moved to Crail in 2001 with our boys
Jack and Fred who were 6 and 8 at the time. We
were welcomed with open arms into the body of
the community. Crail was a perfect place for my
family to grow up and thrive. Even though I am
leaving the pharmacy, we will continue to live in
our lovely home and will remain a part of this
close community. I am really looking forward to
having new adventures, spending more time
with my family and friends (after lockdown!)
and to having time to do more of the things I
enjoy doing.
Once again I’d like to say an enormous thank
you to the community of Crail for the last 20
years as I set sail (on my windsurfer hopefully)
to new horizons.
Finlay.

Community is important to me and setting a
good example for my three boys is a key driving
force in the way I live my life. I will miss the
people of Pittenweem very much but am excited
about playing my part in the Crail community
for the next 20 years.
I hope to continue Finlay's excellent work and
am currently doing my independent prescribing
degree which I hope will enable me to offer
enhanced services working alongside the
surgeries to benefit the people in Crail. I will
offer a soft roll-out of deliveries and am keen to
continue to explore eco-products which have
been a huge success in Pittenweem.
I live in Pittenweem with my wife Lisa and
children Danny (9) Rory (7) and Harry (4). My
interests include walking the dog, playing golf (I
got a hole in one last year!) and attempting to
stay on top of my jungle of a garden.
Can’t wait to meet you!
Iain

The Editorial Team would like to thank Finlay on behalf of all residents of Crail for the
service he has offered us over the years, and wish him well on his next surfing adventure, or
whatever else he plans.
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VACANCY
PROJECT
COORDINATOR Crail Community
Hall
Crail Community Partnership (CCP), a charity set up in
2018, has an exciting opportunity for a project
coordinator based at the Community Hall in Crail.
The successful applicant will work to implement the
Crail Community Hall Business Plan by working with
CCP trustees, with community leaders, current and
potential users in Crail and the surrounding areas.
Location: Primarily based in Crail Community Hall.
Occasionally home based. Hours: Part time 18.5 hours
per week, to be worked flexibly to meet the needs of
CCP and by mutual negotiation. Salary: £14,000 per
annum Contract: Fixed term of 12 months.
Further details: For a detailed Job Description contact
Dennis Gowans (Events Manager) at
crailcommunitypartnership@gmail.com
To apply: Send your CV to Dennis Gowans at
crailcommunitypartnership@gmail.com
Closing date for applications: 12th March 2021

Crail Community Hall - Events and Activities

If you would like to organise an event or a
series of activities in the community owned,
Crail Community Hall please contact the
Events Manager at
crailcommunitypartnership@gmail.com
We will comply with government issued regulations in
regard to Covid-19 We will review, government issued
guidance with regard to covid-19. Where relevant to
Crail Community Hall (CCH) and activities at CCH we
will follow such guidance and ensure all users also
follow such guidance.

Denburn Dispatches
Saturday 27th February
was such a beautiful
day some of the
Denburn diggers
turned out as we
missed the start of the
month due to weather
and who knows what
the first Saturday of
March might bring.
There were plenty of
tasks to keep us well
separated as clearing
and repair of the burn edges continued. Some
judicious pruning was undergone and the densest
clumps of snowdrops were split up and moved to
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bare patches. The fence with its
dangling wire and bits of barbed wire,
all ready to grab and trip the
unsuspecting, has been removed all bar
three ivy covered posts, now left
standing scenically on their own. Some
of the gravel washed into the burn
during the rainy season has been dug
out and re-spread on the paths.
Weeding, sowing wildflower seeds,
hedge-cutting and bramble removal
were a few of the other tasks
undertaken.
The snowdrops, crocuses, winter
aconites look better than ever this year
and there are plenty of daffodils and
bluebells poking through. Some trees
have catkins on and others are showing
signs of coming into leaf – all signs to
give us hope.
We are looking forward to the day when
social distancing can be relaxed a bit
and we can work together more. Until
then it is hard to say when our next
work party might be but hopefully the
first Saturday in April.

An invitation …
You are invited to join a Zoom meeting where the concept of a gigabit-capable community broadband
network serving the East Neuk is to be presented.
The event – hosted by Destination Digital – will explain their work in developing and delivering Scotland’s
only digital improvement district, CuparNow, and how that award-winning project is leading them to
consider the creation of community support projects built on the provision of gigabit-capable broadband
networks.
The opportunity for the East Neuk will depend on demand. If numbers are sufficient - and those convert
into customers wanting to sign up to the network ongoing - a % of each monthly contract fee will be
invested by Destination Digital to deliver elements of the hub and spoke support that has proved so
successful in Cupar.
If all goes to plan, they would launch and run managed, integrated digital and social media
communication and services that would help promote and support the East Neuk covering:
ü Businesses
ü Community Partners
ü Culture & Tourism
ü Education & Training
ü Environmental Projects
ü Health & Social Care Partnerships
… all combining to deliver sustainable economic development.

Topic: EastNeukNow – Community Broadband
Time: Wednesday 10th March 1800-1900
Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85685977091
Meeting ID: 856 8597 7091. No password required.

Covid-19 vaccination scams. This link gives a very good summary of the scams that are
around https://theferret.scot/ffs-explains-covid-19-vaccination-scams/
Crail Matters only works because you support it. If you haven’t yet supported us, then
please consider doing so. And if you have, very many thanks!. Donations can be made
directly to our bank account (Crab Publishing) at:
Sort Code: 83-26-28
A/c No.: 15518709
Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We need willing hands to help with Editing,
layout and production. We also need local reporters. If you would like to help please contact us.
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Crail Village Shops opening times, home delivery and take away arrangements
Barnett's Bakery: Mon - Sat 8am - 2pm
Ph#01333 310205
Co-op hours: Mon - Sun 7am - 10pm
Ph#01333 450309
Dan's: Mon - Sun 9am - 5pm Ph# 01333
451818
Green's (Temp. Hours) : Mon - Sat 9am 3:30pm Ph# 01333 450010 Delivery days:
Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat (call day before or by
11am for your order)
Penman's: Mon, Tues, Thur - Sat 6:30am 3pm Wed: 6:30am - 12:30pm Ph#01333
450218 Give a call for delivery. (East Neuk,
St. Andrews & surrounding areas)
Pharmacy: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9am 1pm 2pm - 5:30pm Wed: 9am - 1pm
Saturday 9-1.00pm Ph#01333 450402 Can
delivery to those shielding. There are no
shortages of meds.. Not giving Covid shots.
The Smoke Fired Whole Foods Shop
(Lockdown hours): Mon - Sat 10a - 5pm If
you need to order please email:
Crispinrainbow@gmail.com. They will let
you know when your order can be picked
up.
Ardross 01333 331400
info@ardrossfarm.co.uk
Order & Collect order by phone or email
by 4pm the day before collection. The order

& collect service costs £2. Order will be
paid for over the phone the evening before
collection
Home Delivery - place your order by phone
or email by 4pm the day before delivery.
Home delivery costs £4.50. Delivery days
for Crail Tuesday - Saturday. Order paid for
over the phone the evening before
collection.
Golf Hotel
Thank you to all for your carry out orders. It
went smoothly and all were successfully
collected, it helped everyone being on time!
Cheers!
We will try to keep FRIDAY FISH NIGHT
(5pm - 8pm) ongoing through the pandemic,
while there is demand.
Please email (info@thegolfhotelcrail.com),
message or call 01333 450393 to order and
arrange collection. Please have orders in for
Thursday by 4pm.
We will be offering Haddock, Scampi or
Chicken Nuggets all served with chips for
£8.00 normal portion, £6.00 for smaller
portion and £4.00 for kids. Cash on
Collection please.
We appreciate the positive feedback and
would consider a delivery option for those
shielding. Please do get in touch. We want
to keep trying to serve the community
during these trying times.
St Andrews Botanic Garden
We will be holding a Spring
Bulb Celebration from 20th28th March to showcase our
fantastic
alpine
bulb
collection. The event will
take place both in the garden and online, so
there is a chance for everybody to get
involved!
In the garden we will have a new display of
spring bulbs, set up in our learning den.
Online, we will have a series of short talks
from bulb experts from around the globe, a
tour of the garden, and a Q & A session with
our amazing garden team!
We’ll also be sharing content about spring
bulbs over our social media channels, which
you can join in with using the hashtag
#SpringBulbCelebration
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell
Photography by John Anderson

The Fife Scottish Ornithologists Club ran an
“Alternative Bird Race” over the weekend of the
27-28th Feb, with the aim to compile a Fife wide
list based on everyone birding their local patch.
This might have had a little to do with me
covering a lot of the ground around Crail on the
27th, and the next day covering the rest of it. On
the 28th it was my regular Wormiston, Balcomie,
Fife Ness coastal loop. I picked up another 14
species, mostly easy coastal species – things like
gannet, fulmar, razorbill, dunlin, sanderling,
stonechat - with a couple of lucky ones for the
time of year, shelduck and knot, and one special,
a
palebellied
brent goose
flying in to
Balcomie
Beach, and
t h e n
presumably
the
same
bird
later
p a s t
Sauchope
and Crail. It is always good to see a brent goose
on the patch, especially a one outside the usual
two or three days when they pass Fife Ness in the
autumn. And they are not always reliable then – I
haven’t seen them in 7 out of the last 19 years. I
finished the weekend on a reasonably creditable
87 species. As usual a few easy ones eluded me –
lapwing, golden plover and even kittiwake. I
scanned from Fife Ness for 30 minutes but in that
time there was only one gannet past let alone a
kittiwake. I hope that one or two of my species
boosted the overall Fife list for the weekend – the
crossbill and the twite maybe.

middle of Crail. I have only very recently added
grey partridge to my garden list, having heard one
from my front garden last year, in the midst of
lockdown on a very quiet, traffic free evening,
probably from the fields by West Braes. I could
barely hear it then, it almost felt like I was
imagining it. Not the weekend before last – a grey
partridge in full raspy call, a few meters away, is
impossible not to notice. We do have a bumper
density of grey partridges around Crail this year I
think, so breeding territories may be hotly
contested. Nevertheless, one trying its luck in a
suburban garden is a pretty radical solution for a
bird tied to open fields.
Spring on one level seems to have taken a
raincheck with the haar of March 1st and a chill,
grey south-easterly keeping it at three degrees
Monday and Tuesday last week. But it hasn’t
stopped my frogs. They are still at it, croaking
and jostling, waiting for females. Some have
turned up and a couple of suitors have got lucky.
Males are a little bit smaller than females and
cling on to their backs for dear life waiting for the
right moment when the female lays her eggs. But
if a bigger male comes along in the meantime
they can lose their opportunity. Another sign of
spring last week. A male sparrow holding a
feather and cheeping away from a rose hedge in
the back garden. I don’t think he will be nest
building yet. More just waving a flag of intention
to generate some interest.
Early March sometimes feels like a holding
pattern. Things about to change but not quite
there yet. There was a north-easterly on the 4th,
and easterlies the day before, so I had a small
hope of a black redstart or an early white wagtail.
But the only real change was lots of gannets
coming past Fife Ness – at least a lot more
compared to the one an hour of the previous week
– although with still many more to go over the
next few weeks.
On
Balcomie
Beach it was just
the
usual
sanderling with a
few
purple
sandpipers
among
them
pretending to be
dunlin, probing
the beach rather
than keeping to
the rocks.

On
the
afternoon of the
28th I was in my
back garden and
I heard a grey
partridge
calling from my
n e i g h b o u r ’s
garden. The first
call I thought
was a misheard
gull, but it kept
going, louder
and louder, like
a male setting up a territory. But in a normal,
small, lawn and flower bed garden, right in the
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Now is the time to hear great spotted
woodpeckers drumming. There is one drumming
in Beech Walk park in Crail at the moment. I am
often asked how I know the drumming is from a
great spotted woodpecker without seeing it, and
the simple answer is, we only have great spotted
woodpeckers drumming in Scotland. If we were
in eastern Europe we might have a short list of
five or six species and auditory identification is a
bit trickier.

energy relocating, the birds don’t lose valuable
feeding time. It always looks bad when people
are wombling over the rocky shore, and species
like the wigeon are displaced, but it probably
doesn’t make a great deal of difference to the
birds’ energy budget, except when it is really
cold.

There were quite a few people out on the coastal
path and shore last weekend. A trend that will be
going up and up over the coming weeks despite
lockdown. The wigeon that roost on the rocks at
the mouth of the Brandyburn and by the paddling
pool were all displaced out into Roome Bay. Less
comfortable for them, but it made them easier to
count – about 20 – outnumbering the mallards. It
is usually the other way round. At low tide there
is a lot of shore, so disturbance doesn’t matter so
much, and at high tide, most of the shorebirds are
roosting, so although disturbance costs a bit of

Mill Hide
Locals and visitors
alike were
devastated to learn
that the awardwinning Mill Hide
was burnt down on
Thursday, 19
February.
Encouraged by many offers of support from the
community, NatureScot aims to rebuild this highly valued facility in 2021.
This popular bird-watching hide on the shore of Loch Leven, within the National Nature
Reserve and on the Heritage Trail close to Kinross, provided outstanding views across the
loch, a focal point for short walks from the village, and a resting place for those on a longer
circuit of the loch.
For birdwatchers and walkers, it was a wonderful vantage point for viewing ducks, geese
and swans – as well as the occasional glimpse of a kingfisher. For the early riser, its
windows provided the perfect frame for many a stunning sunrise.
The charred, skeletal remains of the hide, which was built in 2011 and won two design
awards, will be removed in early March. We’re hoping the foundations will have survived
to support the replacement structure. For the rebuild, we will speak with visitors about how
to make it even better, and reduce the chances of it being damaged again.The original hide
cost about £35,000 and we anticipate the replacement cost will be about the same. With a
significant contribution from the community, NatureScot will find the remaining funds to
rebuild in 2021. Otherwise, we will have to defer the rebuild until more funds become
available in 2022/23 or later.NatureScot manages the Loch Leven National Nature Reserve
on behalf of the loch owners, Kinross Estate Company, along with RSPB Scotland at the
Vane Farm part of the nature reserve. All of this is with the co-operation and support of
many organisations and individuals – including volunteers, Kinross Community Council,
TRACKS and Perth & Kinross Council.
Please help by donating at https://www.mypark.scot/projects/rebuild-the-mill-hide/
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Letter to the Editor
Sir,
I think it is disgusting that Sauchope caravan park are not accepting touring caravans to
their site. This year of all years is when families, children in particular, need a holiday! To
reduce accessibility to Crail for families is morally indefensible .We do not have a touring
caravan but I really feel for the families that won’t be able to go because of amoral self
interest.
Margaret Macnaughtan, Crail
Sir
Your 1st March issue of Crail Matters included useful information about Scottish Opera
including Mozart's Cosi fan Tutte. Your readers may also enjoy a performance of Covid fan
Tutte performed recently by Finnish State Opera..It takes the form of a light hearted look at
the past year highlighting EU reactions to Covid 19 as seen by governments, the media and
public. There is also sympathetic treatment of the sad times many have suffered. The arias
are revised versions of the original libretto, the singing is of the highest quality, likewise
the orchestral work. Allow an evening to watch the performance and keep your eyes on the
punchy English sub titles. Viewers may find the first eight minutes of musical introduction
on the slow side until the appearance of a comedienne making fun of Wagnerian devotees
in the auditorium unaware of the unscheduled programme switch.
Enjoy it.
https://operavision.eu/en/library/performances/operas/covid-fan-tutte-finnish-nationalopera#
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LwNz8C33JOc&feature=youtu.be&ab_channel=OperaVision
E. Thirkell, Crail

David and Annie wish to buy a permanent home in Crail. We have sold our previous home
in Fife and have been happily renting in Crail since October. If you're considering selling
your place or know of a house that may be coming onto the market, please get in touch with
us. 07989519050. Many thanks.
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How Warsea Road Got Its Name
Gordon Baxter
I’ve recently been delving into the
somewhat mysterious history of
Roome Bay Harbour (although that’s
a
much longer story for another day). My interest was piqued by the patch of cobblestones that you
can see when you walk past Pinkerton Triangle heading for Sauchope Links. As you pass through
the wall, there’s a post and wire fence to the right. If you follow the line down and then look
slightly to the right, you can see the cobblestones when the tide is fairly low.
When I started looking into this, it was pointed out that it was part of a slipway that led to the
beach, which was built around 1772. I read online (in a document held by Historic Environment
Scotland) that the existence of a slipway running down to a beach doesn’t always mean there was a
harbour associated with it. There are many instances of slipways being used by farmers to access a
beach in order to gather seaweed which they used as fertiliser. This practice still goes on in the
Western Isles, and there was an example of this shown in one episode of Darcey Bussell’s recent
series, Wild Coasts of Scotland (https://www.channel4.com/programmes/darcey-bussells-wildcoasts-of- scotland/).
I was also informed that the local name for this type of seaweed was war. This led to discussions
about whether Warsea Road was so named because it led to the sea where the farmers collected war
to fertilise their land. The National Library of Scotland couldn’t shed any light on the naming of the
road, but did suggest that, according to the resources they can currently access, the road name
appears to be unique within Scotland at least.
The NLS suggested that I try looking into the Town Council records, as there may be something in
there about when (and possibly why) the road was so named. When I started following this thread, I
got to the final piece of this particular jigsaw. The local minister, who was known as Kilted Jock,
also served on the District Council when they were casting around for names for the road. He was
told that the locals referred to it as “Seawar Road”. When the name plates for the road arrived,
however, he’d had them made up as “Warsea
Road” because that was how he thought it
should be. And that is how Warsea Road got its
name!
(I’m indebted to Kelsey Williams, Eric Morris,
and Helen Armitage for their assistance in my
investigations, and to Robbie Mitchell
(National Library of Scotland) and Joe
Waterfield (Historic Environment Scotland) for
the rafts of information they provided in
response to my enquiries.)

East Neuk Burlesque are running a series of Free online workshops on expressing yourself
through "Face Dancing", which is a combination of mime/clowning, adaptive dance skills and
physical theatre/drama games. They are mainly aimed at disabled adults (18+), but anyone who
finds accessing community arts classes difficult for any reason is very welcome to join in. For
details go to: https://www.onfife.com/shineon/artist-residencies
Online Classes (March/April 2021)
* Mindfulness Sessions with Lady Phoenix & Billie Blouse:- Fridays, 7.30pm-8.30pm GMT, March
19th, 26th & April 2nd, £6 per class.
* ONFife Face Dancing Workshops with Billie Blouse:- Saturdays, 2pm-3pm GMT, 13th, 20th,
27th & April 3rd, Free!
* Play/Art/Create Guest Workshop: Thursday, 25th March, 6pm-8pm GMT, £12.To find out more &
join us, please e-mail: eastneukburlesque@gmail.com
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Scottish SPCA
Did you know you can donate directly to an SSPCA
centre by shopping on Amazon? SSPCA use Amazon
Wishlists to provide up-to-date shopping lists of what
our animal rescue and rehoming centres need most.
At any given time, SSPCA care for thousands of
domestic and wild animals. They rely on the support of the generous Scottish public to
provide nutrition, stimulation and care for these. If you want to donate something that can
make a real difference, the Amazon Wishlists are the place to look.
No two days are the same in the animal rescue centre world. A welfare report can lead to
dozens of animals entering care out of the blue, and in circumstances like this SSPCA may
find it requires supplies fast. By following the social media channels, you’ll always stay upto-date on what the animals in SSPCA care need and how you can help.
Wishlist for Fife and Tayside here - https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/
genericItemsPage/1ZDE7IO8WPY9O
The Friends of Victoria Gardens
The Friends of Victoria Gardens will be having their first
official meeting at the gardens this month.
They will be there on Friday 12th and Saturday 13th
March at 10 am. Anyone else interested in helping is most
welcome to come along.
Our focus this month will be on turning over, weeding and
edging all of the flower beds and rockery, weeding the
paths, and carrying out a certain amount of pruning work.
Depending on preference, please along appropriate tools
and a wheelbarrow or two is always helpful.
ATTENTION ALL BOOKWORMS
SALES OF PRE-LOVED BOOKS
fiction, non-fiction, adults and children's, golden oldies and modern authors all @ £1
OUTSIDE MARINE HOTEL
NETHERGATE CRAIL
SATURDAY 20th - SUNDAY 21st MARCH
its the equinox – this means you can spend 12 hours reading in daylight and 12 hours
by electric light
SATURDAY 27th - SUNDAY 28th MARCH
choose your books with care: you lose an hour’s reading when the clocks change
SATURDAY 3rd - SUNDAY 4th APRIL
Easter weekend – who needs chocolate eggs when there are BOOKS?
I will set up around 10am each day weather permitting and stay
until about 4pm. If I said the winter attempts were wild successes,
I'd be lying but it was good to see the faithful few and my fingers
and feet have just about thawed out now. I will bring fresh stock
down each day as obviously there will only be local customers
who may not want to see a display of what I didn’t sell in
December! Thanks to those who have supported me in the past
and as always I am happy see people who reckon not to like books
being converted!
Ruth Redfern
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From 7th March
Stagecoach are
changing their ticket
zones and prices.
The "North East Fife
Zone" is losing Leven
and Glenrothes but
gaining a larger area
around Dundee allowing you to travel
to Ninewells
Hospital, for example,
on the one ticket.
Prices for North East
Fife Zone tickets are
going down. For
example, the Adult
Dayrider price is going
down from £8.20 to
£6.50.
At the same time the
rules for "Group
Dayrider" tickets are
changing - a Group Dayrider will now cover up to 5 people (adults or children)
travelling together - any time after 9am on weekdays or all day at
weekends - a North East Fife Group Dayrider ticket will cost £16.30.
More details on the internet at https://95crailbus.eastne.uk/news

CRAIL FESTIVAL 2021 - SAVE THE DATES AND KEEP YOUR FINGERS
CROSSED IT CAN GO AHEAD!
As you know, the Crail Festival was one of the many events cancelled in 2020 due to Covid
Restrictions. The only activity that took place was the Putting which was amazing. The
great news is that plans are in place to come back with a bang in 2021 if the
government guidelines allow us to do it and we can run the events safely and efficiently.
That is the most important thing. At this stage we are not 100% sure of what we will be able
to do but we have everything crossed and hope we can run some sort of festival in Crail this
year.
The dates for the festival are 21 -31 JULY 2021
At this stage we are planning on having a
full programme of Adult and Children’s
events as well as the Putting.
Unfortunately we will be unable to run the
Arts Festival due to the fact that we are
unable to use the Town Hall as it needs
some repairs and we don't have any other
suitable venue. We have also taken the
decision not to run the Street Market. The
rest of the programme is virtually all
booked up and we will start to issue out
some details over the next few weeks and
months if we are allowed to proceed. Save
the dates in your diary as you won't want
to miss out!
Gordon Baxter
Alan Ferguson - Chairman Crail Festival
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More colours in
Denburn
Gordon Baxter

Foggy Days
Colin Morrison
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Fife Coast and Countryside Trust
Sponsor a Coastal Safety Marker on the Fife Coastal Path
Your donation will cover vital
funding to cover the cost of posts,
discs and installation, as well as
giving you your very own post on
the Fife Coastal Path. This project
would not have been possible
without your donation, so thank
you!
The reason for the project:
The Fife Coastal Path is one of
Fife's main attractions, and with
the stunning scenery and
spectacular wildlife, this is no surprise. With the increase in visitor numbers over the past
few years, this has unfortunately led to an increase in callouts for emergency services.
People often find themselves in places that are difficult to describe, particularly on some of
the more remote sections of the coastal path. This means that valuable time is spent trying
to locate them, when this time could be spent treating them.
This project aims to tackle this issue and make the Fife Coastal Path a safer place for all. A
working group made up of Waid Academy Geography Students, Fife Coast and
Countryside Trust, Police Scotland and Anstruther RNLI Community Safety Team have
identified 38 locations for coastal safety markers. There will also be 12 information plaques
placed at strategic positions along the path to inform visitors about the project.
How it works
These numbered markers mean that in an emergency, people can quote their nearest post
number and emergency services can locate them much more efficiently. One of the key
pieces of criteria for deciding post location was the nearest access point, be that by land,
sea, or air! Emergency services will keep a record of access points and post locations,
meaning that casualties can be located much faster. We hope this project will make the
coastal path a safer place to explore for years to come.
The link for the Just Giving page is https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/
coastalsafetyproject?invite=true
British Science Week (5-14 March, 2021)
This week (or 10 days, to be precise) is
British Science Week 2021 https://
www.britishscienceweek.org/. There’s lots of
things going on, and plenty of ways for you
to get involved in the activities and events.
The theme for this year is Innovating for the
Future. There are separate activity packs that
you can download for early years, primary,
and secondary school-aged children (https://
www.britishscienceweek.org/plan-youractivities/activity-packs/). The packs have
been designed so that they can be used either
at home or in the classroom. There’s also a
poster competition (based on this year’s
theme) which is open until the end of April
(https://www.britishscienceweek.org/planyour- activities/poster-competition/).
In addition, there’s a wide range of events
that you can participate in (online), which are

listed on the British Science Association’s
Science Live web site https://sciencelive.net/
whats-on/ These are aimed at a range of ages
from the very young children (although you’ll
have to be sharp to catch the first edition of All
About Machines which starts at 10:00 on 8th
March https://sciencelive.net/event/1159/),
through older schoolchildren (e.g., Be a
Physicist for a Day: Find a Particle at the Large
Hadron Collider on Wednesday 10th at 09:30
https://sciencelive.net/event/1219/) to adults
(e.g., Hack Your Brain: Using Science to
Improve Your Quality of Life on Thursday 11th
March at 17:00 https://sciencelive.net/event/
1218/).
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Crail Community Hall
As readers will know,
ownership of the Community
Hall has been transferred from
Fife Council to the Crail
Community Partnership. It is
likely that many of us know
little of the history of the Hall,
so here is some background
information.
The Hall is a category B listed
building which forms a
landmark in the Northern part
of Crail on the A917 St
Andrews Road.
The Community Hall was built as the United Free Church to the design of JD Cairns in
1908. It was built on the site of a previous, smaller United Free Church, following a union
with Crail West Church (now Holy Trinity Catholic Church). It is a typical Free
Presbyterian Church building dating from the Edwardian period. Like many churches of
this period, it used a style derived from Scottish precedents but also fitted in with the
preference for late Gothic, often labelled Perpendicular, across Britain generally.
The church had a typical Presbyterian plan, where the emphasis on preaching produced a
wide and relatively short central main axis to the church. There are shallow transepts to the
side to create more space either side of the pulpit. There is a short chancel which is now
used as a stage and would have been the sanctuary containing the communion table and
chairs for elders. To the east is a church hall which is integrated into the design of the
remainder of the building. The internal design of the space that was originally the church is
particularly attractive. A quality is given to the space by its expressive roof form with the
underside of the main trusses forming curves articulating the bays of the church. This
arrangement is linked with the pairs of arches into the transepts. At the western end of the
church is the original gallery. Externally the main feature is the octagonal tower.
Following the union of the United Free Church and the Church of Scotland in 1929 the
church became known as Crail St David's. In 1954 the church became the hall for Crail
Parish Church and became a community hall after the Parish Church created a new hall
nearby. In the 1986, the Church of Scotland decided to close St. David’s Church and the
building was sold to Fife Council for £1. Since then the hall has been run as a Community
Hall by Fife Council hosting events, weddings, etc.. It is the largest of the four halls in the
village of Crail.

Trevor Wilson, Silver Photography.
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Bin Collection

Worship Resources:
Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail , Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Crail Parish Church is using these lockdown
days as a God - given opportunity to come
together in a new way in a live service
through the medium of computer audio and
video link, ZOOM. Many of you will have
heard of ZOOM, and will know what it
involves. We are here to help others use it and
if you just have a phone you can phone up a
local number and dial in for free (if you have
a package with free local calls with a duration
of one hour) . For help in accessing zoom on
the internet, or with accessing the zoom phone
line, do get in touch. We will send out the
zoom link to all those already on our email
lists and if you are not on their lists and would
like to receive it just let the Session Clerk
know.
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is closed for worship but is
broadcasting Sunday services, conducted by
the Rev. Steven Butler. at 1030. Please check
beforehand in case circumstances change. For
details of the link required go to https://
www.eastneukepiscopal.co.uk/
Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
In order to comply with Scottish Govt
Regulations CCC is closed until further notice
In the meantime we will continue to provide a
weekly Meditation Service on YouTube. The
details of the Service and the YouTube link
Are available here: http://
www.coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk/
For urgent pastoral needs please contact 01333
312041 pastor_ccc@btinternet.comtions.
A Prayer appropriate for our time from the
Pastoral letter of the Right Rev. Ian Paton, Bishop
of St Andrews, Dunkeld and Dunblane, Scottish
Episcopal Church.

God of compassion,
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in
isolation. In their loneliness, be their
consolation;
in their anxiety, be their hope;
in their darkness, be their light;
through him who is the Light of the nations
and the Glory of your people,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

You can find your bin collection
arrangements for your address by
consulting the web site : https://
www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar
10 March Green Bin
17 March Brown and Blue Bin
24 March Grey Bin
31 March Brown and Blue Bin
7 April Green Bin
Missed bin collection will not be made
up, and collections will work to the
above timetable. The green bins not
collected last month will be collected
again on 10 March.
Changes to Post
Office van hours
The post office bus
will only be coming
to Crail on a
MONDAY AND
TUESDAY 1.45pm
3.45pm until government restrictions are
lifted.
The Crail
Seagull
I keep flying
over the Kirk
(just having a
look round),
and every now
and then see
Fife Council men (at least men in Fife
Council vans) working on the wall. Very
good, you’d think. But they seem to be
most active at the weekend - overtime??
Fife Council….never!
Lots of upset over the road resurfacing.
Nowhere to settle, and so noisy. But
worth it. But what about Marketgate?
That’s getting worse.
I’ve not been called for a vaccination yet.
When is the turn for Seagulls? I’d take
one like a shot if I could - I’d like to
move around a bit more and socialise.
Have you noticed when people meet
these days, they not only say ‘how are
you?’ but then say ‘have you had your
jag yet?’ This pandemic has changed how
we greet each other. Nice to be nice to
each other.

5th verse from Surah al-Inshirah, the 94th
Surah of the Quran.
So verily, with every difficulty there is relief.
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes
Next virtual meeting 29 March 2021 7.15pm
(Contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for joining instructions.
Participants will be required to confirm their identity).
Keeping Older People Safe
Brian Rapley, development manager of Scotland Hourglass Community Hub has been invited to
address the March CCC meeting about keeping older people safe.
Flooding in Crail
The flooding issues in Anstruther Road and St.Andrew’s Road have not been resolved, with excess
water present after every heavy rainfall. In addition, the flooding on Anstruther road has caused new
deep potholes. The Community Council have again asked for action from Fife Council.
Crail COVID Emergency funding
After making grants to local retailers, the balance of funds are to be donated to Waid Academy
(£470) and Crail Primary School (£600). Crab Publishing (the parent of Crail Matters) will add
£400 to the grant to the Primary School.
Recycling Centre
Questions have again been raised about the appropriateness of the restrictions placed on access to
the Pittenweem Recycling Centre (and other Centres as well). Fife Council, who are responsible,
seem to be insensitive to local needs in this respect.
Repairs to Coastal Path
Grateful thanks to Fife Coast and Countryside Trust for carrying out an immediate repair to the hole
that appeared in the coastal path below Downie Terrace. This has undoubtedly prevented a major
problem from developing.
The Community Council is pleased to see the resurfacing of the High Street being carried out. We
look forward to more of the same in Marketgate and Balcomie Road!

A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is available delivered to your house for
people who have difficulty in accessing the digital issue through age or infirmity. Please
contact us (or a member of the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall into this category. This is
a service dependent on volunteers to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.

Advert/Copy Submission to Crail
Matters

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Community to join. An
application form can be found here:
https://
crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

The Editors are happy to accept material for
publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer
.doc, .jpg and .pdf copy. We would urge anyone
submitting material to have regard to efficient use of
space - we cannot guarantee to publish in original
format large adverts designed as posters. We reserve
the right to edit material.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2021: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter.
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