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The Editorial Board of
Crail Matters mark with
respect and regret the death
of His Royal Highness The
Prince Philip, Duke of
Edinburgh

Crail Matters only works because you support it. If you haven’t yet supported us, then
please consider doing so. And if you have, very many thanks!. Donations can be made
directly to our bank account (Crab Publishing) at:
Sort Code: 83-26-28
A/c No.: 15518709
Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We need willing hands to help with Editing,
layout and production. We also need local reporters. If you would like to help please contact us.

A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is available delivered to your house for
people who have difficulty in accessing the digital issue through age or infirmity. Please
contact us (or a member of the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall into this category. This is
a service dependent on volunteers to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.

Crail Village Shops opening times, home delivery and take away arrangements
Barnett's Bakery: Mon - Sat 8am - 2pm
Ph#01333 310205
Co-op hours: Mon - Sun 7am - 10pm
Ph#01333 450309
Dan's: Mon - Sun 9am - 5pm Ph# 01333
451818
Green's (Temp. Hours) : Mon - Sat 9am 3:30pm Ph# 01333 450010 Delivery days:
Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat (call day before or by
11am for your order)
Penman's: Mon, Tues, Thur - Sat 6:30am 3pm Wed: 6:30am - 12:30pm Ph#01333
450218 Give a call for delivery. (East Neuk,
St. Andrews & surrounding areas)
Pharmacy: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9am 1pm 2pm - 5:30pm Wed: 9am - 1pm
Saturday 9-1.00pm Ph#01333 450402 Can
delivery to those shielding. There are no
shortages of meds.. Not giving Covid shots.
Ardross 01333 331400
info@ardrossfarm.co.uk
Order & Collect order by phone or email
by 4pm the day before collection. The order
& collect service costs £2. Order will be
paid for over the phone the evening before
collection
Home Delivery - place your order by phone
or email by 4pm the day before delivery.
Home delivery costs £4.50. Delivery days
for Crail Tuesday - Saturday. Order paid for
over the phone the evening before
collection.

Golf Hotel
Thank you to all for your carry out orders. It
went smoothly and all were successfully
collected, it helped everyone being on time!
Cheers! We will try to keep FRIDAY FISH
NIGHT (5pm - 8pm) ongoing through the
pandemic, while there is demand.Please
email (info@thegolfhotelcrail.com),
message or call 01333 450393 to order and
arrange collection. Please have orders in for
Thursday by 4pm. We will be offering
Haddock, Scampi or Chicken Nuggets all
served with chips for £8.00 normal portion,
£6.00 for smaller portion and £4.00 for kids.
Cash on Collection please. We appreciate
the positive feedback and would consider a
delivery option for those shielding. Please
do get in touch. We want to keep trying to
serve the community during these trying
times.
Crail Fishbar
Open every Friday, Saturday and Sunday,
4pm till 8pm. Due to current Covid
restrictions customers are not allowed
inside the shop. We will be taking walk up
orders at the door which will be cooked
fresh to order. Alternatively, after 2pm
each day we can accept orders by
telephone, 01333 450159, and we will
agree a collection time with you.

CRAIL FESTIVAL
It is with a heavy heart that I have to advise you that the 2021 Crail Festival has been
cancelled in its entirety except the Putting Green which will go ahead.
The Crail Festival committee has been working hard to understand what we would have to
have done to be able to run a festival this year and the barriers are just too great. There is a
real uncertainty about whether you would be able to run events in July at all and if you can,
what the Covid policies and restrictions will be. The likelihood is that the attendance
numbers would be greatly reduced and the health and safety requirements would be very
onerous. Ultimately we want to run enjoyable, fun and safe events for adults and children
and we can't see how we can fulfil that given the current landscape.
This will mean that the Crail Festival will not have run for the last 2 years which is really
disappointing. I assure you that we are already planning for Crail Festival 2022 when we
will relaunch the festival in its entirety and we look forward to seeing you all then.
Alan Ferguson
Chairman, Crail Festival
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell
Photography by Will Cresswell
There were more sand martins in on the 3rd. I saw a pair at Balcomie and then later a pair at
Roome Bay, zipping around their occasional nesting holes there as if very keen to get started.
Breeding at Roome Bay is a hit and miss affair – I think it happened successfully last year.
They probably need a dry spring so that the pipes they nest in are not dripping with water. It
has dried up these last two weeks following the pattern of the last few springs. If that is the
case we can look forward to dry, sunny weather until June. I also had my first blackcap of the
year at the Patch at Fife Ness on the 3rd. In a mist net, which is handy when they are not
singing. There were two male blackcaps caught and ringed at the patch that morning but I
didn’t hear any song at all. It might have been the cold night the night before. None of the
corn buntings were singing until about 10:30, and then only a few. Blackcaps, like chiffchaffs
are occasional winter residents in Crail so it’s hard to pin down early arrival dates. But
assuming that these birds were migrants (and there was a wave of blackcap sightings in Fife
that day and the day before) then these are early birds. I usually expect blackcaps to arrive in
the second or third week in April. These blackcaps equal my earliest spring migrant
blackcaps on the 3rd April 2016. Signs of an early season.
I spoke too soon. So much for the early
spring. There was ice on my pond and cold
near freezing winds from Sunday 4th onwards.
My tadpoles hatched last week and can’t have
enjoyed the weather. But they seemed none
the worse for wear, which is more than can be
said for many of the plants that were making
an early start. It will be tough for the early
migrant birds too, although there was a
chiffchaff singing bravely at Kilminning on
the 6th and another sandwich tern past
Sauchope.
The temperature went up by 10 degrees
on the 8th, back to a more normal April
day. The tadpoles in my pond were
wriggling again. But we had a westerly
gale making any kind of birding not
very enjoyable. I tried to survey some
corn buntings but they were keeping
their heads down. When scanning the
early season fields I can’t help but see
hares. There are one or two in almost
every field at the moment which is
great to see. I have been seeing a bit of
mad March hare action in the last few
weeks with hares chasing and boxing at
each other. I saw a pair mating the day before. A speedy affair as you might imagine.
As I mentioned, I was worried about the cold weather freezing my pond surface for much of
last week and its effects on the frog tadpoles. But so far so good last Friday – they are
growing well, have broken free of their jelly and were snacking on pondweed in the sun in a
huge shoal (or school or whatever the collective noun for tadpoles is).

3

Only a short walk around Crail on the
9th after work. But it’s always worth it.
A couple of chiffchaffs calling, singing
and feeding very actively in the garden
above the old boating pond. A male redbreasted merganser hauled out on the
rocks, looking surprisingly dumpy as it
preened. And a lesser black-backed gull
with the more usual herring gulls
bathing at the mouth of the Brandyburn.
There will be lesser black backed gulls
regularly there now until September.

Message from Ian Rooney, Crail
Pharmacy
I've had a great first week in Crail and
would like to say thank you to everyone
who has been so welcoming. I'm especially
grateful to Kim for working so hard and
keeping me organised while I try to find my
feet.
• I've got a number of things I'd like to do
in the pharmacy but I won't be changing
anything significantly as it ain't broken!
One thing that I do want to do is to start a
delivery service. There are a number of
elderly patients in the area and I am keen to
oblige if you are unable to collect your
medication in person. If you can't get out
please call the shop on 450402 to arrange
this.
• If you are in the habit of emailing the
shop please use pharm.cp6244crail@nhs.scot instead of Finlay's NHS
email from now on.
• If you have a Facebook or Instagram
account you can
keep up to date
with shop
developments
by searching for
Crail Pharmacy
online.
• I'm in the
middle of
arranging an
exciting new
service that will
see us raise
money for
charity by
recycling old
medication
foils. Watch this
space for more
info!
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Letters to the Editor
The letter published last week on second homes has prompted a vigorous response,
mostly requesting anonymity (7 letters none of which provided validation of address). In
general we are happy to meet this request, but we do require validation with a name and
address. To avoid ambiguity the terms under which we will print letters is as follows:
To publish a letter we require your full address or similar to allow us to confirm
your identity. We will publish only a shortened address, or on request give an
anonymous attribution; we may contact you to discuss your letter. Crail Matters
does not publish unsigned or anonymous letters.
The issue of second homes in Crail is clearly divisive. The Editorial Team have decided
that publishing further critical comments on either side are neither useful nor desirable,
and so have decided to close this conversation thread, other than the following statement of
what we understand to be Government policy, and the attributed letter we received. We will
continue to publish Government statements as appropriate:
Upkeep and maintenance Level 4:
Whilst it is currently permitted to conduct activities in connection with moving home or the
essential maintenance, purchase, sale, letting or rental of a residential property that you
own or are responsible for you are strongly advised to postpone at this time, if
possible. Travel into another Level 4 local authority area for the purposes of
undertaking essential work on a property other than your main residence must not be
used as a pretext for a holiday. You should not stay longer than for the length of time
required to undertake the necessary work. You should stay as close to home as possible
in order to protect the NHS and save lives.
Sir,
I would like to comment on the letter which was published in last Monday's edition.
The majority of permanent residents, I'm sure, understand the necessity of maintaining
houses in Crail. The winter here can be hard on houses with the high winds ever ready to
wreck damage. I would find it unreasonable to adopt such an attitude to non-permanent
residents.
A point I wish to make though, is the anxiety that visitors can cause the residents during the
Covid 19 restrictions. Many of the residents of Crail and its surroundings are elderly and
frequently live alone. Many of us, myself included, have found the isolation difficult, but
at the same time are somewhat fearful when they see strange faces. I would ask visitors to
consider the residents' position. I have frequently seen visitors displaying a lack of care
regarding social distance guidelines, and walking in larger groups than normally seen. The
residents don't know where you live when not at your holiday house. We have no idea what
the Covid situation is there, so I ask you to please make sure you are being as considerate
towards the permanent residents as you would wish them to be towards you.
Isla Reid, Crail
Sir
The old Edinburgh Royal Infirmary ‘s walls outside the wards used to have great black
leather panels, on which, in gold paint was listed the name of each donor since 1729, and
the amount of their donation. Once in 2004 I and a young woman were waiting for a ward
to open and looking at a panel when she said, “What are those figures?”. And I realised
she had never seen money written as L.s.d.
I wonder what has happened to those
panels.
Sheila Partington, Crail
Sir,
Can anyone explain to me how when we have a power cut and the town hall clock stops, it
is restarted and set to the right time once the power is restored, but when the clocks go
forward the clock stays an hour out?
Eric Morris, Crail
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Denburn Dispatches
Well a fine sunny Saturday for the 3rd April had the Denburn diggers working hard,
including our two latest recruits who gamely set to removing sticky-willy (cleavers) from
round the daffodils, emerging tulips and other plants by the re-instated path.
Yes – finally the Heras fencing is gone and the path up to the cemetery has been re-instated
giving us access to do some planting. To that end several of us brought some plants and
seeds along to cheer up the bare soil and compete with the nettles and cleavers. We now
have foxgloves, forget-me-nots, more daffodils, some divided snowdrops, honesty and
other colourful flowers to look forward to. The area was left with a concrete shelf – whether
built specifically or grown from thrown out leftover concrete is not clear but we barrowed
lots of compost from our bins to cover it and sowed some shallow rooting annuals to hide
this eyesore. The workmen had also left us a lot of potentially dangerous (trip hazards etc)
rusty metal fastenings so we cleared them away to by the bin.
While some of us worked on this area, including running to and fro for water to drench the
new plants, others were edging the burn, pond and paths and cutting back the beech hedge
that had grown far too tall over the last year of relative neglect. You will see that during the
week concrete was laid at the base of the west fork of the burn to prevent leaking. Now we
need some rain to test it out (and continue watering our newly planted areas).
Meantime the wood is looking delightful with spring flowers including some white violets
and white periwinkle that several of us don’t recall ever seeing before plus all the daffodils,
wood anemones and bluebells while green shoots are emerging on most of the trees and the
birds are singing away (or drumming in the case of the woodpecker) to signal their
territories and fitness to mate – spring is most definitely in the air.
Come and join us at 10am on Saturday May 1st for our next green gymn – everyone agreed
we’d had a pretty good workout today. Bring your own flask of tea/coffee for our mid time
break.

White Violets

White Periwinkle

White Vinca

Barrow load
Weeding

Edging
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Crail Community Hall - Events and Activities
If you would like to organise an event or a series of activities in the
community owned, Crail Community Hall please contact the Events
Manager at crailcommunitypartnership@gmail.com
We will comply with government issued regulations in regard to Covid-19 We
will review, government issued guidance with regard to covid-19. Where
relevant to Crail Community Hall (CCH) and activities at CCH we will follow such guidance and ensure all
users also follow such guidance.

The last year has
been one like no
other. The animals
shown in this email
are all victims of the
cruel low-welfare
puppy trade that has
been fuelled by the
demand for pets
during lockdown.
SSPCA are asking you to help us help them. Don't let animals suffer. Sadly, at present, their
special investigations unit is inundated with reports of suspected puppy farms and low
welfare breeders. In 2020 SSPCA seized 150 puppies from low-welfare farms or dealers.
Heartbreakingly, many of the puppies seized by SSPCA pass away before they can find a
loving new home due to being riddled with diseases, caused by the poor conditions they've
been bred and raised in. You can donate here https://www.scottishspca.org/puppy
Ambulance call out and incident in Crail High
Street
In response to queries from members of the public
about delays in responding to an incident in Crail
High Street, Crail Matters approached Scottish
Ambulance Service for comment.
A spokesperson for the Scottish Ambulance Service
said: “"Managing the demand on the ambulance
service can be very challenging, especially during
the current pandemic, and we prioritise our
responses and our ambulance resources according to
clinical need, so that our sicker patients receive the
most urgent response. We also have a range of
responses for calls where no immediately lifethreatening symptoms have been identified and this
includes arranging for a more in-depth clinical
assessment of the patient through video or over the
phone by an advanced paramedic, which happened
on this occasion. "We will be contacting the patient
in the coming days directly to apologise for the
delay and to make sure she is recovering well.”
When asked why First Responders were not called,
the spokesman said “ Community First Responders
work to a clinically approved Scope of Practice,
primarily responding to Immediately Life
Threatening (ILT), and they do not currently
respond to falls, as was the case with this incident.”
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Test and Protect
We've been made aware of a scam
circulating, where people posing as
local Test and Protect staff are
turning up at the homes of the
elderly and vulnerable and
attempting to gain entry.
They are NOT from the Test and
Protect team.
If you receive a visit from someone
and are concerned about the
authenticity of the visit, please call
0800 030 8012 to verify.
Remember, a genuine contact
tracer will NOT:
1. arrive unannounced at your
home
2. ask for personal such as bank
details or medical records
3. try to sell you anything or ask for
payment of any kind

Tentsmuir National Nature Reserve
Skylark populations are declining dramatically which has earned
them a place on the Red List. In the UK, the population halved in
the 1990s and is still declining! Being on the Red List for UK
conservation means that the species is of highest conservation
priority and urgent action needs to be taken.
What can we do to help them?
For populations to recover there needs to be multiple successful
breeding attempts in a season. We are lucky to have skylarks at
Tentsmuir Point that nest in the tall grasses across the site. They are ground nesting birds
which makes them susceptible to disturbance from dogs and people.
From now until the end of August (nesting season) please keep your dog on a short lead when
on Tentsmuir National Nature Reserve
and stick to paths. This will help by
minimising disturbance to nesting
skylarks and let them sit on their eggs in
peace to raise a successful brood. Off
lead dogs running across dunes can
raise the birds, taking them off their nest
which can chill the eggs. If this happens
multiple times in a day then the nest will
fail.
Please help us help skylarks and other
ground nesting birds by putting dogs on
a lead!
Thank you for your generous
support!
We are very grateful to the
people that have made very
generous donations to our
campaign to turn Crail’s
Community Hall into a more
active asset in Crail.
Last year we enjoyed major donations from Crail Food
Festival and an anonymous donor that really kick-started
our Kitchen Renovation campaign.
More recently Crail residents were helped out by other
Crailers, that were unwilling to accept payment. Instead the
funds were donated to the Community Hall.
And most recently a brand new Henry Numatic arrived,
donated by a concerned supporter (concerned because we
inherited a very poor cousin from Fife Council).

Who inspired
who?
Colin
Morrison
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A school of Skerries
heading up the Forth
to spawn. These are
Wester’ Skerries.
The less common
Easter Skerries are
rarely seen in these
parts ...
Colin Morrison

By The Seaside Exhibition
You can now visit the By The Seaside:
Heritage, Healing and New Horizons
exhibition online at the Scottish Fisheries
Museum. The sea has long played a role in
the history of art, leisure, and our emotional,
mental, and physical well- being. The
exhibition examines how the blue spaces
associated with the sea affect our lives,
rekindle childhood memories, and connect
us with nature.
The exhibition runs until August 20th, 2021.
https://bytheseaside-exhibition.co.uk/

The
Jackdaw
that came
too close
When this
jackdaw
got a bit
too close
for
comfort,
the black
lamb got
up and
chased it
away.
Gordon
Baxter
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Covid-19 vaccination scams. This link
gives a very good summary of the
scams that are around https://
theferret.scot/ffs-explains-covid-19vaccination-scams/
Carbon Footprint
What is your carbon
footprint? To find out
there are loads of online
tools but a simple one is
the WWF 's
footprint.wwf.org.uk/#/
which should take 20
minutes. You add your gas, electricity,
fuel, travel etc and the carbon emission
are worked out for you.
Fife Council’s was published last week
as part of our mandatory action on
Climate Change, reports are on the the
SSN website
sustainablescotlandnetwork.org/reports
under F for Fife.

Fife Coast & Countryside Trust
Wild Camping - Scottish Outdoor Access Code.
The Access Code says:
Access rights extend to wild camping. This type of camping is
lightweight, done in small numbers and only for two or three nights
in any one place. You can camp in this way wherever access rights
apply, but help to avoid causing problems for local people and land
managers by not camping in enclosed fields of crops or farm animals
and by keeping well away from buildings, roads or historic structures.
Take extra care to avoid disturbing deer stalking or grouse shooting.
If you wish to camp close to a house or building, seek the owner's
permission. Leave no trace by:
1. Taking away all your litter
2. Removing all traces of your tent pitch and of any open fire (follow the guidance for
lighting fires)
3. Not causing any pollution
Our information on Wild Camping in Fife can be found here:
https://d1ssu070pg2v9i.cloudfront.net/.../Wild-Camping...

Crail in Daffs. Colin Morrison
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Worship Resources:

The Crail Seagull

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Crail Parish Church
Update on the opening of Crail Church
From the Easter Sunday 4th April Crail
Church will be open every Sunday for
worship. The minister The Rev John Murray
will lead worship on alternate Sundays
starting on Easter Sunday. On the Sundays
between it will be relayed to Crail. All
services will be at 10.30 AM every Sunday. If
you wish to come to the services you will
need to book as we still are only allowed 50
persons in Church. To reserve a place please
either call Helen at 450516 or email at
crailchurchsessionclerk@gmail.com

Woody
woodpecker is out
and about again in
Beechwalk. I’ve
had a lot of my
friends complaining to me about the
noise, stopping them from having a
snooze. Thats a bit rich coming from
Gulls!!
It looks like the energetic pot hole filling
has come to a halt (is this related to the
end of the financial year?). Some of the
holes filled are already loosing their
filling - oh well….
Just love this picture. Done a bit of that
myself!!

St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open for worship at 1130 on
Sundays and is also broadcasting the
services. For details of all services and the
online link required go to https://
www.eastneukepiscopal.co.uk/
Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
Our Sunday Services will be at 10am and
12noon. Booking is essential http://
www.coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk/
For urgent pastoral needs please contact
01333 312041
pastor_ccc@btinternet.comtions.

Bin Collection
You can find your bin collection arrangements
for your address by consulting the web site :
https://www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar
14 April Brown and Blue Bin
21 April Grey Bin
28 April Brown and Blue Bin
5 May Green Bin
12 May Brown and Blue Bin
Missed bin collection will not be made up, and
collections will work to the above timetable.

Crail Hospital Car Service
Crail is full of good neighbours and it is
they who provide the Hospital Car
Service. It’s only when you can’t drive
because you or the car is sick, or it is too
daunting to think of standing in the cold,
waiting for a return bus from the health
centre or the dentist, or you need to get to
Kirkcaldy hospital that you wish for a bit
of help. Maybe you’re new to Crail and
don’t know many people yet. That bit of
help is there and has been for 54 years in
Crail. It’s the Hospital Car Service. If you
could do with that bit of help, call 01333
451165.

Changes to Post Office van hours. The post office bus will be coming to Crail:
MONDAY
1.45-3.45pm
TUESDAY
2.00-3.45pm
WEDNESDAY 1.45-3.45pm
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes
Next virtual meeting 26 April 2021 7.15pm
(Contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for joining instructions.
Participants will be required to confirm their identity).

Signs
The Community Council have again asked for the issue of signs around the village to
receive a higher priority for repair by Fife Council. A number of signs are damaged.
Yellow Lines Shoregate
Restrictions on working practices and unforeseen technical issues have delayed the marking
of yellow lines on Shoregate. However it is expected that the works will be carried out
early next financial year. Fife Council officials have said “the delay in this work is due to
the restrictions on the various aspects involved in preparing and carrying out the works
instruction.”
Sauchope Caravan Park
It was noted that Sauchope had confirmed that they were not going to allow any touring
caravans for this or next year for operational/covid reasons. A member of the public asked
if it was a condition of their lease to provide spaces for touring caravans.
Coastal Path
A hole developed on the surface of the coastal path below Downie Terrace. This was
reported and Fife Coast & Countryside Trust responded very quickly and affected a repair
on a ‘without prejudice’ basis. This highlights again that the path is in private ownership
below Nethergate and that there is no guarantee that future problems will be attended to.
Crail Pharmacy
The Community Council formally recorded its thanks to Finlay Newall for the service he
has offered the Crail community, and wished him well in his future.

Snow flurries rolling through Roome Bay Colin Morrison
Advert/Copy Submission to Crail
Matters

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Community to join. An
application form can be found here:
https://
crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

The Editors are happy to accept material for
publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer
.doc, .jpg and .pdf copy. We would urge anyone
submitting material to have regard to efficient use of
space - we cannot guarantee to publish in original
format large adverts designed as posters. We reserve
the right to edit material.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2021: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter.
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