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The friends of Victoria gardens met again over Friday/Saturday
9/10 April and there was an excellent turnout of 20 volunteers over
the two days. Flower beds were turned over, all the paths were
weeded and edged, and everything is now prepared for the arrival
of the summer bedding plants. During the course of further
clearing out of some of the peripheral beds, we discovered a
fantastic carving in the stonework on the side of the stone bridge
over the burn leading up to the path to the primary school. Does
anyone know what this is about?
There was also a nice story. A lady from Ceres was taking
photographs .She asked one of the volunteers about the gardens
and remarked that they were obviously well loved and looked
after by the community. She was envious and said that she
wished that there was something as wonderful in Ceres!
The Friends of Victoria gardens meet on the second Friday and
Saturday of each month to do regular gardening work. Anyone
interested is very free to join us then.
David Jerdan

Crail Matters only works because you support it. If you haven’t yet supported us, then
please consider doing so. And if you have, very many thanks!. Donations can be made
directly to our bank account (Crab Publishing) at:
Sort Code: 83-26-28
A/c No.: 15518709
Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We need willing hands to help with Editing,
layout and production. We also need local reporters. If you would like to help please contact us.

A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is available delivered to your house for
people who have difficulty in accessing the digital issue through age or infirmity. Please
contact us (or a member of the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall into this category. This is
a service dependent on volunteers to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.

Crail Village Shops opening times, home delivery and take away arrangements
Barnett's Bakery: Mon - Sat 8am - 2pm
Ph#01333 310205
Co-op hours: Mon - Sun 7am - 10pm
Ph#01333 450309
Dan's: Mon - Sun 9am - 5pm Ph# 01333
451818
Green's (Temp. Hours) : Mon - Sat 9am 3:30pm Ph# 01333 450010 Delivery days:
Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat (call day before or by
11am for your order)
Penman's: Mon, Tues, Thur - Sat 6:30am 3pm Wed: 6:30am - 12:30pm Ph#01333
450218 Give a call for delivery. (East Neuk,
St. Andrews & surrounding areas)
Pharmacy: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9am 1pm 2pm - 5:30pm Wed: 9am - 1pm
Saturday 9-1.00pm Ph#01333 450402 Can
delivery to those shielding. There are no
shortages of meds.. Not giving Covid shots
The Smoke Fired Whole Foods Shop
Monday-Saturday 10 - 5pm Sunday Closed.
Ardross 01333 331400
info@ardrossfarm.co.uk
Order & Collect order by phone or email
by 4pm the day before collection. The order
& collect service costs £2. Order will be
paid for over the phone the evening before
collection
Home Delivery - place your order by phone
or email by 4pm the day before delivery.
Home delivery costs £4.50. Delivery days
for Crail Tuesday - Saturday. Order paid for
John Wilson
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over the phone the evening before
collection.
Golf Hotel
Thank you to all for your carry out orders. It
went smoothly and all were successfully
collected, it helped everyone being on time!
Cheers! We will try to keep FRIDAY FISH
NIGHT (5pm - 8pm) ongoing through the
pandemic, while there is demand.Please
email (info@thegolfhotelcrail.com),
message or call 01333 450393 to order and
arrange collection. Please have orders in for
Thursday by 4pm. We will be offering
Haddock, Scampi or Chicken Nuggets all
served with chips for £8.00 normal portion,
£6.00 for smaller portion and £4.00 for kids.
Cash on Collection please. We appreciate
the positive feedback and would consider a
delivery option for those shielding. Please
do get in touch. We want to keep trying to
serve the community during these trying
times.
Crail Fishbar
Open every Friday, Saturday and Sunday,
4pm till 8pm. Due to current Covid
restrictions customers are not allowed
inside the shop. We will be taking walk up
orders at the door which will be cooked
fresh to order. Alternatively, after 2pm
each day we can accept orders by
telephone, 01333 450159, and we will
agree a collection time with you.

WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell
Photography by Will Cresswell
It has been a week of strange weather. The cold was back again on the 10th with a heavy snow
shower in the evening. Despite this it was a beautiful day for most of it, with not much wind,
and from the south or south east. The conditions were good for migrant arrivals to resume,
but despite covering 30km that day (now I’m corn bunting surveying I am keeping an exact
track of where I go), I only had two barn swallows at Wormiston, three chiffchaffs, and three
sandwich terns. I think the cold weather is extending all the way to southern Europe so the
way is blocked, with migrants pausing at the Mediterranean. It will get more interesting this
week with a wave of impatient migrants arriving as the temperatures go back to normal and
the wind goes southerly again. The pink-footed geese have been using the calm conditions
though, however, with hundreds heading north over the East Neuk every day last week.
The 11th was another cold day. Some brief snow showers in the afternoon, but the morning
was sunny and with only light northerly winds so it didn’t seem so wintry. There were many
more sandwich terns about– over 25 at Kingsbarns, and I had two chiffchaff and one barn
swallow in my 18km. I did have my first whimbrel of the year passing along the shore north.
After a winter of curlews, its more
business-like, slimmer and more
plover-like body shape stood out,
drawing my attention to it to check its
distinctive bill as it shot past. The corn
buntings were singing only a little
and, I think, more quietly – this seemed
to be case most of last week. As if they
really want to sing but don’t want to
expend too much effort when it was so
cold. And again, by late morning they
became invisible as the singing birds
resumed feeding in the middle of the
fields.
I got as far as Boghall Farm at Kingsbarns that morning and checked out the sheep fields. A
small flock of eight corn buntings among the three birds territorial singing there. And the
twite were still there. At least a 100 and I suspect closer to 200. There were several flocks of
30-40 in the sheep fields, the beach and the rocky shore. The twite must surely leave soon: a
couple were singing on the fence. It’s not a million miles from the habitat of a Hebridean or
a Highland field along the beach at Boghall… Amongst the twite, and at one point forming a
compact flock on their own by the drinking troughs, were nine redpoll. There have been
redpoll there for the last couple of
months, but this is the first time I have
seen so many, and so well. They were
feeding on the ground alongside the
twite and linnets. Redpolls are smaller
and compact compared to both other
species, but otherwise it is variation on
the theme of brown streaks. A couple
were showing the blush of pinky red
on the throat and breast of a breeding
male, and many had their distinctive
red foreheads (the redpoll). But not all,
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and on a couple the red was quite orangey, presumably young birds gaining their breeding
plumage for the first time.
The weather was a bit warmer on the
14th and the winds were light southerly
or south-easterly. There should be more
migrants coming in over the next week.
I went looking for the yellow wagtails
at Barnsmuir that morning but they
hadn’t arrived yet. A lot of bright
yellow yellowhammers on the fields to
keep me busy though. And a fair bit of
corn bunting song as they started to
ramp up. On my way back into Crail I
passed the old garden centre and saw
the returning pair of barn swallows
there. They are often my first of the
year, and although through the years,
there will be a turnover in individuals, they are quite likely to be the same pair from year to
year. There is no real evidence that pairs migrate together, or spend the winter in the same
bits of Africa, and it’s hard to imagine how it might work considering that migrant birds
decide where to spend the winter before they first pair up in the spring. But they can easily
synchronise their subsequent time of arrival and location. They likely got together in the first
place,
after
all,
because they arrived
at the same time, at the
same place. I always
imagine it must be a
very joyful reunion
for a pair when they
meet up again after
seven months apart. I
hope the pair have a
successful summer.
With
the
ruined
buildings
at
the
garden
centre
scheduled
for
demolition to make
way for new houses,
they will have to go
elsewhere next year.

Corn and wild flower
seed sown by Crail
primary children
Friday afternoon
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Lyrid Meteor Shower
The annual Lyrid meteor shower is active each year from about April 16 to 25. In 2021, we
expect the shower to pick up steam beginning late at night Monday, April 19, 2020, probably
peaking in the predawn hours on Thursday, April 22. The follow morning (April 23) might
be good too, if you’re game. This shower comes after a months-long meteor drought that
always falls between early January and April’s Lyrid shower each year. There are no major
meteor showers during those months, as you can see by looking at EarthSky’s meteor shower
guide. By April, many meteor-watchers are itching to get going! So – though they produce
only 10 to 15 meteors per hour at their peak – the Lyrids are always welcome!
No matter where you are on Earth, the best time to watch is between midnight and dawn. Or
this year, in 2021, the best viewing might come between moonset and dawn. Find out the
moon’s setting time in your sky via TimeandDate. Moon or no moon, you’ll want to watch
in a dark country sky.
In the real sky, the moon appears much smaller than it does on our sky chart. Because it’s now
a waxing moon, the moon will be out longer after dark with each passing day. After moonset
and before dawn may provide your best viewing window. Find out when the moon will set in
your sky via TimeandDate.
All you need to know about a meteor shower’s radiant point is its rising time. That’s because
the shower starts (for the most part) after the radiant rises. It’s best (generally speaking) when
the radiant is highest in the sky. Around the Lyrids’ peak, Vega rises – in the northeast –
around 9 to 10 p.m. local time (the time on your clock, from all Northern Hemisphere
locations). It climbs upward through the night, is fairly high by midnight, and is highest just
before dawn.
That doesn’t mean you should rule out the late evening hours, though. Late evening might be
the best time to catch an ‘earthgrazer’, which is a slow-moving and long-lasting meteor that
travels horizontally across your sky.
Tip #2: Observe from the country, away from city lights.
Tip #3: Don’t expect too much. A wise man once said: “Meteor showers are like fishing.
You go. You enjoy the night air and maybe the company of friends. Sometimes you catch
something.”
The Lyrids have been known to have outbursts. For example, in 1982, American observers
saw an outburst of nearly 100
Lyrid meteors per hour.
Japanese observers saw around
100 meteors per hour in 1945,
and Greek observers saw that
number in 1922. No Lyrid
outburst is predicted for 2020,
but you never know.
About a quarter of Lyrid
meteors leave persistent trains.
A meteor train is an ionized gas
trail that glows for a few
seconds after the meteor has
passed.
The Lyrid meteor shower has
the distinction of being among
the oldest of known meteor
showers. Records of this shower
go back for some 2,700 years.
The ancient Chinese are said to
have observed the Lyrid meteors falling like rain in the year 687 B.C. That time period in
ancient China, by the way, corresponds with what is called the Spring and Autumn Period
(about 771 to 476 B.C.), which tradition associates with the Chinese teacher and philosopher
Confucius, one of the first to espouse the principle: “Do not do to others what you do not
want done to yourself.”
Earthsky https://earthsky.org/?p=158735
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Crail Community Hall - Events and Activities
If you would like to organise an event or a series of activities in the
community owned, Crail Community Hall please contact the Events
Manager at crailcommunitypartnership@gmail.com
We will comply with government issued regulations in regard to Covid-19 We
will review, government issued guidance with regard to covid-19. Where
relevant to Crail Community Hall (CCH) and activities at CCH we will follow such guidance and ensure all
users also follow such guidance.

Free Gardening and Wellness Guide
This Spring, Butterfly Conservation, Dr Amir Khan
and Dobbies Garden Centres, have launched their
Nurture for Nature campaign to encourage people to
look after themselves, butterflies and moths by
growing pollinator-friendly plants.
You can download their free guide from the Butterfly
Conservation page. https://butterfly- conservation.org/
how-you-can-help/nurture-for-nature It’s easy to get
started and if don’t have a garden, you can just use your windowsill!
Q: How big is a Small Tortoiseshell bu�erfly?
A: About the same size as the head of a dandelion.
Test and Protect
We've been made aware of a scam circulating, where
people posing as local Test and Protect staff are turning
up at the homes of the elderly and vulnerable and
attempting to gain entry.
They are NOT from the Test and Protect team.
If you receive a visit from someone and are concerned
about the authenticity of the visit, please call 0800 030
8012 to verify.
Remember, a genuine contact tracer will NOT:
1. arrive unannounced at your home
2. ask for personal such as bank details or medical
records
3. try to sell you
anything or ask for
payment of any kind
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ATTENTION ALL BOOKWORMS
Sale of pre-loved books outside Marine Hotel, Nethergate, Crail on the
following weekends in May:
Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd May
Saturday 29th and Sunday 30th May
I will try and be there from 9am - 5pm each day weather permitting but
over the December and March dates had to admit defeat on more than
one occasion!
I will bring some fresh stock each day so hope to see the "usual
suspects" along with those who don't reckon to like books. After the above dates I shall take
a rest until towards the end of July when I shall probably be a one-stall-one-woman street
market.
Ruth Redfern
Service Updates: Car Parks And Car Parking Charges
Parking charges on-street and within all Fife Council car
parks, along with time limited bays in town centre areas,
will apply from 26th April 2021. Please ensure you pay for
your parking, and observe any time limits, where required.
Restarting Non-Emergency Repairs For Council Tenants
From 26 April we’ll be able to complete non-emergency housing repairs once again.
To prepare for this we’re going to spend two weeks starting on Saturday 17 April getting in
touch with council tenants who reported repairs during the lockdown period to check that
work is still needed. If it is, we’ll contact you by text message with the date that we’re able
to come out to you. If you’ve not heard from us by Friday 30 April, or if you need to change
your appointment, please email mailto:bs.mobileworking@fife.gov.ukwith your details,
including a phone number, and we’ll get back to you.
We'd really appreciate it if you could use email rather than calling us about these repairs so
that emergency repair calls can still get through.
New non-emergency repairs can be reported by email from 26th April and by phone from
Tuesday 4 May.
Launch of the Priority Services Register in Scotland - Opportunity to Sign Up
Scotland’s electricity distribution and water networks have joined forces to launch PSR Scotland, an
innovative partnership to inform customers of the free support available when they need it most.
Head to PSRScotland.com to sign up. Let your family, friends and neighbours know of this free
service and please feel free to circulate through any social media platforms that you are
involved in.
With the launch of the new PSR Scotland website, customers across the country now have a onestop-shop where they can learn more about the free help available in their individual area, with links
straight to the specific pages on each company’s website to make the registration process as simple as
possible.
Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks (SSEN) Distribution, SP Energy Networks (SPEN) and
Scottish Water, have each been running their own Priority Services Registers (PSR) for several years,
offering free support to customers during a power cut or an interruption to local water supplies.
Customers are eligible to register if they: are deaf or hard of hearing, have a disability, live with
children under five, are blind or partially sighted, have a chronic illness, are over 60, depend on
electricity or water for home or medical care, or feel they may need additional support, even for a
temporary period of time.
The new service will make it easier than ever to raise awareness of the additional support available
nationwide, encouraging sign-ups from customers who may be eligible but are not yet registered for
priority services.
SSEN Distribution owns and operates the electricity infrastructure north of the central belt and SPEN
is responsible for the electricity network in central and southern Scotland, while Scottish Water
manages the nation’s water and waste water services.
To learn more about the free help and support that is available in your
area and check if you are eligible, visit the new PSR Scotland
website at PSRScotland.com
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Council Tax Reduction
Council Tax Reduction is a means tested
entitlement available to people who are
responsible for paying council tax. You
can apply for Council Tax Reduction if you
rent or own your home or live rent free. We
work out how much your bill will be reduced
by looking at the;
- amount of money you receive.
- amount of savings and investments you
have.
- circumstances and income of people who
live with you.
If your savings and investments are over
£16000 you will not be entitled to Council
Tax Reduction.
If you are in receipt of Universal Credit you
must still make a separate application to Fife
Council for Council Tax Reduction.
On the 1st April 2017 the Scottish
Government changed the way Council Tax
for properties in Bands E – H was
calculated. The change meant people living
in these properties pay more Council Tax. If
you are on a low income you may be entitled
to receive help with these extra charges, even
if you didn’t qualify before. Single person
households with net income of up to £321
per week (approx £16,750 per year) and all
other households with net income of up to
£479 per week (approx £25,000 per year) are
eligible to apply for a full exemption from
the increased charge through the Council Tax
Reduction scheme.
If your savings and investments are over
£16,000 you will not be entitled to Council
Tax Reduction.
Second Adult Reduction
If you do not qualify for Council Tax
Reduction but have a second adult over 18 in
the property who is not your partner and is
on a low income you can apply for a Second
Adult Reduction (SAR). Second Adult
Reduction can only be awarded if the other
adult over 18:
- does not pay rent for living in your home
- is not your spouse or partner
- has a low gross income and are not
counted as a disregarded person for council
tax purposes.
Check if you qualify
Enter your details into the Online Calculator
to find out if you qualify and to see the
amount of reduction you may get. Please
note this is an estimate and you will be given

an exact amount when your application has
been processed.
If the calculator shows you don’t qualify but
you live in a band E – H property and your
income is below the amounts shown above
you may still qualify for an exemption from
the increased charges.
How to apply
Apply Online
When you apply for a Council Tax
Reduction, you will be asked to provide
evidence to support your application. All
documents, certificates and evidence must be
originals. Your documents can be handed
into a Customer service centre by
appointment. Although this is not always
necessary this will make sure you receive the
best possible service.
To arrange an
appointment please call 03451 55 11
55. Alternatively, you can send them to the
Benefits and Council Tax Team. Find out
what we will accept as evidence below.
If you have applied for a benefit with the
Department for Works and Pensions (DWP)
they will ask if you wish to apply for Council
Tax Reduction. If you said ‘Yes’ the DWP
may pass your information onto the Benefits
& Council Tax Team, however you still need
to make an application to Fife Council.
Council Tax Reduction is normally awarded
from the Monday after the date you apply. If
you apply for Council Tax Reduction within
one month of starting other benefits (for
example Income Support, Income based Job
Seekers Allowance or Income Related
Employment Support Allowance) then your
reduction will start from the Monday after
the date your entitlement to these benefits
began.
Reporting changes
If you are applying for a Council Tax
Reduction you must tell us at once about any
change in circumstances you or the people
living with you may have.
Some changes may mean you are entitled to
a higher reduction, but others may mean you
receive a lower amount or you may no
longer be entitled to a reduction.
Backdating
Your entitlement will usually start on
the Monday after we receive your
application. If you would like it to start from
an earlier date, you must have a good reason
for not applying earlier. We can consider
backdating your application for up to 1
month.
/Cont. over
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If you want us to consider backdating, you
must write to us giving your reasons for not
applying at the appropriate time. The reasons
you give must apply throughout the period
which you are applying for.
If you have reached State Pension Credit
qualifying age, then your application
automatically covers the last 3 months from the
date it is received (provided you are due to pay
Council Tax during that period). If you reach
State Pension Credit qualifying age within that
period it will only be paid from then.
When you make a claim for Housing Benefit or
Council Tax Reduction, your claim should be
supported with evidence. You should provide
this evidence within 14 days to us at the
address below, or to a Customer service centre.
If you choose to return your evidence to a
Customer service centre, we recommend you
make an appointment. Although it is not
always necessary, this will make sure you
receive the best possible service. To arrange an
appointment please call 03451 55 11 55.
ZphrxgsaFtGicpaI7.UkokVzcT8QN2SLy57
teKoNy64
Timescales For Fund
- The fund opens for applications on
6th April 2021
- The closing date for applications is
30th April 2021
- Applicants will be informed of
the decisions by 21st May 2021
- Eligible activities must take place
between 24th May and 27th August 2021
Available Grants
- There are three tiers of funding available:
£500, £1000, £1500
- We are keen that as
many older people (55yrs+) as possible at
risk from isolation, benefit from this
funding so organisations are encouraged to
only apply for the amount of funding they
will require for their activities, preventing
any underspends. This will enable the
available funds to be distributed more
widely across Scotland
If you have any questions or require further
information about this fund, you can contact
the
team at SIALFenquiries@impactfundingpar
tners.com.

Impact Funding Partners are delighted
to invite applications to the Social Isolation
and Loneliness Fund 2021.
Funding
of
up
to
£1,500
will
be available to organisations across
Scotland to enable them to tackle social
isolation, loneliness, wellbeing and the
impact of Covid-19 on older people (aged
55yrs+). The total value of the fund is
£54,000.
Eligible activities must take place
between 24th May and 27th August
2021. The activities funded must be in
addition to what you are already delivering,
enabling you to reach and support more
individuals at risk over this period.
It is important that you read the Frequently
Asked Questions before applying, as they
contain information on the fund criteria,
eligible and ineligible costs as well as other
details
relevant
to
your
funding
application.
https://
impactfundingpartners.my.salesforce.com/
sfc/p/#0Y000002Fulj/a/1n000001C7z9/
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Colin Morrison

Photographs from Crail Past
We have been asked if any readers can identify the dates of these photographs, and /or have
any memories they would like to share.
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Online election hustings
There will be a meeting on Zoom on Friday 23 April 7.00-8.30pm to hear from and ask
questions of the election candidates for North East Fife – Rhuaraidh Fleming, Wendy
Haynes, Rhona Metcalfe and Willie Rennie. This is organised primarily for the East Neuk
churches but all are welcome to join. When the time comes, please click the link below and
follow the instructions to join the event:
East Neuk SEC is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: Online Election Hustings
Time: Apr 23, 2021 07:00 PM London
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95638332871
Meeting ID: 956 3833 2871
If you don't already have Zoom, you'll be prompted to download and install it when you
click the link above, which you should do before the event. There are some notes from the
Scottish Churches Parliamentary Office on topics churches might like to raise at Elections
2021: Issues for Scottish Churches | Scottish Churches Parliamentary Office (scpo.scot)
Each candidate will be given two minutes to introduce themselves before questions from
the audience. There will be an opportunity at the end for the candidates to sum up.

Colin Morrison
Good news - OnFife Libraries are on their way back!
From Monday 26 April, we are delighted to be welcoming members back into our libraries.
As you would expect, there will be safety measures and restrictions in place to ensure the
wellbeing of staff and customers.
Our Limited Browsing service will allow browsing within our library branches but with
limited numbers of readers at one time. You can select books, use public access PCs and other
basic offerings such as photocopying, printing and collecting batteries for hearing aids.
Please check HERE to see all the opening times of our libraries.
We can’t wait to see you!
Ps - if you're not feeling ready to come back in to our buildings just yet, we still also have our
Connect & Collect Service running!
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East Neuk Broadband

subscribers, viewers and listeners that tops
32,000 has been created that stretches from
Cupar across every time zone.

East Neuk Broadband is seeking notes of
interest from residents and businesses via
their registration page (https://bit.ly/
EastNeuk-Broadband) and letters/emails of
support from community partners and
stakeholders. All of this is to help in our
submission of a Business Case to Fife
Council.

East Neuk Broadband Blog (https://
www.cuparnow.blog/) has some 22,000
readers. Across social media, they have
close to 7,000 followers - the majority on
Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/
cuparnow) where the reach and levels of
engagement are substantial. As an example,
27% of the town’s population follows the
web page. They are also on YouTube (http://
bit.ly/CuparNowYouTube) and have
launched a Podcast (https://bit.ly/
CuparNowPodcast) enabling them to reach
a different audience with ‘in conversation’
pieces. They also launched a multi-vendor
platform last year to support businesses
keen to promote and sell products/service
online under a Cupar umbrella - https://
cuparclicks.co.uk/. They also run the town
centre's free public realm Wi-Fi network
that has been used by many thousands of
visitors and enables a two-way
communication with those signing up to
receive ongoing information. All of these
managed, integrated digital and social
media services are delivered 365 days of the
year.

East Neuk Broadband was appointed at joint
consultants by the Scottish Government for
the Digital Towns Programme 2017-18. The
findings of that led to three-way funding
from the Scottish Government, Digital
Scotland and Fife Council to create a
demonstration project that might prove the
concept recommended in our findings namely, the creation of a unique type of
improvement district with a focus on digital
delivery.
That demonstration project (2018-19)
resulted in Scotland’s first and only Digital
Improvement District - CuparNow - being
formed. In its first year, it was recognised as
award-winning. The project was delivered
under an operating agreement with Fife
Council. It is driven by a business-led
steering group that also includes elected and
officer representation from the local
authority, overseeing all work delivered
against a Business Plan.

East Neuk Broadband continue to update all
partners and stakeholders - and have just
published a Q1 report at the end of March
(https://bit.ly/CuparNow2021-Q1update).

Last summer, a detailed update was
submitted (https://bit.ly/
CuparNowUpdateAug2020) as evidence for
the Scottish Government’s Towns Review supported by Fife Council. In January, the
first Annual Report (https://bit.ly/
CuparNowAnnualReport2020) was
published that was presented to the NE Fife
Area Committee. It was the response from
that presentation that made East Neuk
Broadband explore how all that has been
created for Cupar might be deployed
elsewhere - to include a consideration for
gigabit-capable broadband in support of
residents and businesses.

As mentioned, Fife Council has asked that
they compile a Business Case - and that is
the process they are running.
It is clear that there has been market failure
in the deployment of super fast broadband
across NE Fife - hence why so many remain
off grid or with very poor connectivity.
Those who have registered their interest
across the East Neuk have an average
download speed that falls way below speeds
recognised as the industry’s standard.
As the company behind Scotland’s only
digital improvement district, East Neuk
Broadband would be failing in its role
unless it highlighted the opportunities that
gigabit-capable broadband can bring. The
proposals support the Council’s own reform
and recovery programme - helping to tackle
poverty, leading economic recovery and

It is the wider community benefit that has
the potential to be transformational: as an
explanation, when East Neuk Broadband
started the CuparNow project, they were at
Ground Zero as far as the town’s digital
footprint. An audience of readers, followers,

/Cont over page
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looking at community wealth building by
using local companies and increasing
employment. And all of this through clean
technology to help drive green recovery.
On this final point, East Neuk Broadband is
working with Dundee University on a
research project that looks to understand the
environmental impacts and benefits of
digital connectivity - considering fibre Vs
wireless and looking at a wide range of
evaluation criteria that considers both the
natural and socio-economic environment.
All of the work is available to view online
through the reports they have published and
shared with partners and stakeholders dating
back more than three years.
Should you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to get in touch by email or call
on my mobile - 07971581966.

East Neuk Festival
The pandemic and all the various
lockdowns and restrictions have been a
true challenge to anyone wanting to put on
live music – and we're not out of the
woods yet. But it has also prompted lots of
imaginative responses and partnerships to
make things happen. This years East Neuk
Festival will be going ahead on 1–4 July,
but not in the form you might have known
it before. Given that live concerts are going
to be very complicated, The festival has
teamed up with BBC Radio 3 to record a
series of concerts in Crail and other
venues, and they will be broadcast on the
BBC's network and online, reaching a
potential audience of 2,000,000 listeners.
The first of them will be recorded at Crail
Community Hall in the first week in May –
You might spot BBC and Scottish
Chamber Orchestra vans parked nearby.
The international conductor and composer,
Thomas Addies, will be here to work with
musicians from the orchestra and the
young guitarist, Sean Shibe, to record the
UK premiere of an amazing new piece by
Spanish composer, Francisco Coll. They'll
be rehearsing and recording for three days.
We would like to reassure Crail residents
that everything will be done to ensure that

Crail Putting Green
will be open weekends in
June and September and daily from

28th June - 28th Aug
2pm - 6pm
Please volunteer to help at the
starting hut
Contact Jenny Gowans
for information.
Tel: 450108
jennigowans@btinternet.com
the safety of the community – and all the
musicians of course. We will be working
to official guidelines.
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Worship Resources:

The Crail
Seagull

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Crail Parish Church
Update on the opening of Crail Church
From the Easter Sunday 4th April Crail
Church will be open every Sunday for
worship. The minister The Rev John Murray
will lead worship on alternate Sundays
starting on Easter Sunday. On the Sundays
between it will be relayed to Crail. All
services will be at 10.30 AM every Sunday. If
you wish to come to the services you will
need to book as we still are only allowed 50
persons in Church. To reserve a place please
either call Helen at 450516 or email at
crailchurchsessionclerk@gmail.com
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open for worship at 1130 on
Sundays and is also broadcasting the
services. For details of all services and the
online link required go to https://
www.eastneukepiscopal.co.uk/
Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
Our Sunday Services will be at 10am and
12noon. Booking is essential http://
www.coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk/
For urgent pastoral needs please contact
01333 312041
pastor_ccc@btinternet.comtions.

Bin Collection
You can find your bin collection arrangements
for your address by consulting the web site :
https://www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar
21 April Grey Bin
28 April Brown and Blue Bin
5 May Green Bin
12 May Brown and Blue Bin
Missed bin collection will not be made up, and
collections will work to the above timetable.

Do you
remember
the phantom
dog poo
chalk
circler? He (or she - we were never sure
who it was) struck fear into everyone’s
heart. Well….. the nosy sparrow tells me
that she’d heard from that rather
unpleasant magpie, who’d got it from
somewhere, that whoever it was is
leaving Crail for pastures greener. Oh
dear …….. We’ll miss whoever it was street art in Crail will never be the same
again.
Fantastic weather at the moment. Took a
few day trips out to Kingsbarns to look at
the beach. Not so many people there, but
lots of campervans, I imagine staying
overnight. The beginnings of the
staycation rush? Inevitably, quite a bit
more litter around but its nice to see
more people about, and the beginnings of
returning to normality. Of course, the
more mess the more food for me!!
Speaking earlier of dog poo, there seems
to be more of it around. Increasing
visitors? I suppose that’s the downside of
increased travel.
Crail Hospital Car Service
Crail is full of good neighbours and it is
they who provide the Hospital Car
Service. It’s only when you can’t drive
because you or the car is sick, or it is too
daunting to think of standing in the cold,
waiting for a return bus from the health
centre or the dentist, or you need to get to
Kirkcaldy hospital that you wish for a bit
of help. Maybe you’re new to Crail and
don’t know many people yet. That bit of
help is there and has been for 54 years in
Crail. It’s the Hospital Car Service. If you
could do with that bit of help, call 01333
451165.

Changes to Post Office van hours. The post office bus will be coming to Crail:
MONDAY
1.45-3.45pm
TUESDAY
2.00-3.45pm
WEDNESDAY 1.45-3.45pm
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes
Next virtual meeting 26 April 2021 7.15pm
(Contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for joining instructions.
Participants will be required to confirm their identity).
AGENDA
Welcome
Chairman’s Report
Apologies
Treasurer’s Report
Minutes of meeting held on 29th March 2021
Update - Crail Community Partnership
Action Summary:
Bollards on High Street – LH
Signs – JD
Overgrown hedge – JD
Flooding issues – Anstruther and St Andrews
Roads – JD/ DJ/AP
Sauchope Caravan Park – JD to check
conditions of lease re touring caravans
Raised ramp Castle Walk – JD
Floodlighting Skatepark – SP

20mph speed limit
Royal Burgh Crail signs
Mobile phone availability
Fife Councillors Reports
AOCB

Spring Bech Clean
The ‘spring clean’ beach clean has just been arranged and will take place on Saturday 15
May. More publicity nearer to the date.

Colin
Morrison

Advert/Copy Submission to Crail
Matters

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Community to join. An
application form can be found here:
https://
crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

The Editors are happy to accept material for
publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer
.doc, .jpg and .pdf copy. We would urge anyone
submitting material to have regard to efficient use of
space - we cannot guarantee to publish in original
format large adverts designed as posters. We reserve
the right to edit material.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2021: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter.
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