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Crail Pop Up Pantry
Crail Town Hall
Wednesday 07 April
14:00 – 15:00
Money not stretching as far as it usually does?
Home schooling/working increasing food bills?
Come along to our Pop Up Pantry and top up with free items from
cupboard essentials to toiletries.
We are open to ALL, please remember to bring a bag along with you.
For more information contact Caroline Berry, Community Education
Worker, Fife Council - 07519 293 642.

Captures the day
Colin Morrison

Crail Lambs. Gordon Baxter
A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is
available delivered to your house for people who
have difficulty in accessing the digital issue through
age or infirmity. Please contact us (or a member of
the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall into this
category. This is a service dependent on volunteers to
deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.

Covid-19 vaccination scams. This link gives
a very good summary of the scams that are
around https://theferret.scot/ffs-explainscovid-19-vaccination-scams/

Crail
Community
Hall
Cleaning
Services
Crail Community Partnership will be
needing cleaning services for Crail
Community Hall as activities restart and
would like to use any available local
cleaning services. If you can offer these
services please email
crailcommunitypartnership@gmail.com or
phone 01333 450108
Crail Community Hall - Events and
Activities
If you would like to organise an event or a
series of
activities in the
community
owned, Crail
Community Hall
please contact
the Events Manager at
crailcommunitypartnership@gmail.com
We will comply with government issued
regulations in regard to Covid-19 We will
review, government issued guidance with regard
to covid-19. Where relevant to Crail Community
Hall (CCH) and activities at CCH we will
follow such guidance and ensure all users also
follow such guidance.

After being
freed from
the Suez
Canal, the
Evergreen
vessel the
‘Ever Given’
has been
parked
outside Crail
Harbour.
Alexander
Sholz
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Crail Village Shops opening times, home delivery and take away arrangements
Barnett's Bakery: Mon - Sat 8am - 2pm
Ph#01333 310205
Co-op hours: Mon - Sun 7am - 10pm
Ph#01333 450309
Dan's: Mon - Sun 9am - 5pm Ph# 01333
451818
Green's (Temp. Hours) : Mon - Sat 9am 3:30pm Ph# 01333 450010 Delivery days:
Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat (call day before or by
11am for your order)
Penman's: Mon, Tues, Thur - Sat 6:30am 3pm Wed: 6:30am - 12:30pm Ph#01333
450218 Give a call for delivery. (East Neuk,
St. Andrews & surrounding areas)
Pharmacy: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9am 1pm 2pm - 5:30pm Wed: 9am - 1pm
Saturday 9-1.00pm Ph#01333 450402 Can
delivery to those shielding. There are no
shortages of meds.. Not giving Covid shots.
Ardross 01333 331400
info@ardrossfarm.co.uk
Order & Collect order by phone or email
by 4pm the day before collection. The order
& collect service costs £2. Order will be
paid for over the phone the evening before
collection
Home Delivery - place your order by phone
or email by 4pm the day before delivery.
Home delivery costs £4.50. Delivery days
for Crail Tuesday - Saturday. Order paid for
over the phone the evening before
collection.

Golf Hotel
Thank you to all for your carry out orders. It
went smoothly and all were successfully
collected, it helped everyone being on time!
Cheers! We will try to keep FRIDAY FISH
NIGHT (5pm - 8pm) ongoing through the
pandemic, while there is demand.Please
email (info@thegolfhotelcrail.com),
message or call 01333 450393 to order and
arrange collection. Please have orders in for
Thursday by 4pm. We will be offering
Haddock, Scampi or Chicken Nuggets all
served with chips for £8.00 normal portion,
£6.00 for smaller portion and £4.00 for kids.
Cash on Collection please. We appreciate
the positive feedback and would consider a
delivery option for those shielding. Please
do get in touch. We want to keep trying to
serve the community during these trying
times.
Crail Fishbar
Open every Friday, Saturday and Sunday,
4pm till 8pm. Due to current Covid
restrictions customers are not allowed
inside the shop. We will be taking walk up
orders at the door which will be cooked
fresh to order. Alternatively, after 2pm
each day we can accept orders by
telephone, 01333 450159, and we will
agree a collection time with you.

Letter to the Editor
Sir, I would like to point out to the Seagull and any other interested parties that we are
allowed to attend our homes to carry out maintenance, I refer to the government guidance.
We have not been to our home in 5 months, during which time our house will have
suffered from lack of any maintenance and it is not unreasonable to want to go and see to
this damage. I’m sure there are not many people who have done no maintenance on their
own homes in 5 months. So can the good people of Crail please consider instances like
ours and not just attack us for wanting to preserve our lovely home. I withhold my name
and address for obvious reasons!
Name and address supplied
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell
Photography by John Anderson

It’s a given that I am fairly obsessed with birds, but occasionally other groups of animals get
a look in. On the 29th it was my first ever harbour seal I have seen around Crail. Harbour or
common seals are the other British seal species, that used to be more common on the East
coast thirty years ago. When I first came to St Andrews twenty years ago, there were
hundreds that hauled out at the tip of West Sands. There are none there now and there are only
a hundred or so in the inner Forth. Their strongholds are the west of Scotland, the Northern
Isles and the Wash in England, and their populations are building up after a disease epidemic
in 2002. But there still only a few hundred in eastern Scotland. So, a good sighting for Crail.
I saw the harbour seal the day before at Balcomie but wasn’t 100% sure because although
they are easy to identify with a good view, on a bad view as that day, it could just be a small
grey seal. On the 29th, it was hauled out on Balcomie Beach at high tide so its small size was
obvious (half the size of a grey seal) and as it swam off (it spotted me first) I could see the
distinctive dog-like head and V shaped nostrils. In short harbour seals look cute (big eyes and
short snouts) while grey seals look a bit less so, cow-like and sad (relatively smaller looking
eyes and long faces). I could also see, unfortunately, that it had a huge, old head wound. It
looked like a propellor strike. It must have been horrendous, but it was mostly healed. The
seal was a vigorous swimmer and the age of the injury must mean that it is now fairly healthy.
I hope it is finding Balcomie a good place to recuperate.
There
was
another
harbour seal on the
1st April! My daughter
phoned to tell me she had
found a “baby seal” on
harbour
beach
that
morning. After
the
injured one at Balcomie
three days before, I
thought it must have just
relocated. But no, a
different
individual,
lacking the wound on its
head, although otherwise the same general size and appearance. Again, a seal born last year,
about a metre long. It was right at the top of the far end of the beach at the harbour. I suspect
it had swum onto the sand that morning on the high tide, hauled out and had a sleep in the
early morning sun. When it woke up it found the sea just a bit far out, so it was waiting out
the day, snoozing, for the tide to return to it. It looked happy enough although there is always
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the issue of dogs and stranded seals. But it was attracting a bit of attention from people on
the beach, so the word was being passed to be careful as newcomers arrived.
There were signs of spring passage on the 30th March with the warm southerly winds. I heard
my first chiffchaff of the year – the first proper summer migrant chiffchaff – singing from the
garden of the yellow house at Wormiston. Then two more singing at Lower Kilminning later.
I felt sure I would see my first barn swallow too and although I didn’t, there were some
reported from west Fife that day. As the summer migrants come in, so the winter migrants
leave. A flock of greylag geese north past Fife Ness, and small flocks of pink-footed geese
and a single yapping barnacle goose, also going north but cutting across the peninsula at
Kilminning.
I was at Kilminning for an hour talking over possibilities of removing the tarmac and creating
a wetland with a landscape engineer. It all seems possible which is very encouraging. The
devil is in the details and there will be a big bill to pay. But some of the best bird reserves in
the UK - Minsmere and Dungeness, for example – are almost entirely man made. I think the
important thing is to see what might be, rather than accept what is. That said, Kilminning is
still a good place to bird despite just being a lightly wooded car park. As I dreamt about its
future, I had my first siskin of the year over, a sparrowhawk, kestrel and a merlin hunting past
me in the space of five minutes, and as mentioned, that noisy barnacle goose. Maybe there
will be a marsh for it to pitch down on in a few years.
The early spring in terms of migrant birds continued on the 31st. The wind started of
southwest but swung easterly by mid-morning and then north-easterly. There was enough
easterly that the haar blew in at Fife Ness. Just before it did I had my first sandwich tern of
the year. No calling, just a single bird flying very fast north, in very business-like migration
mode. The first week in April is the usual time for them, and my two previous earliest dates
were the 2nd of April.
I also had my first northern wheatears on the
beach at the east end of Sauchope (by
Kilminning). Three, two males and a female.
They flew off into the rocky shore where they
disappeared. I suspect I cycled past a few more
wheatears last week, lost among the rocks of the
low tide shore at Balcomie. The wheatears are
also my earliest ever – the 1st of April being the
earliest in 2018, and most appearing in the
second week of April or even much later. As the
day before with me picking up my first chiffchaffs and them appearing all over Fife on the same day, the pattern was being repeated with
wheatears. There was some other obvious passage on the 31st – hundreds of meadow pipits
along the rocky shore, a flock of 30 whooper swan over Crail late morning, and a flock of 10
greylag geese, and hundreds of pink-footed geese north over Balcomie.
As I walked down Kingsbarns High Street on the
morning of the 2nd, on my way to see if the corn
buntings flocks were still there, I heard some
crows making a fuss. I looked up and there was a
red kite, circling over the village at barely more
than treetop height. Only my second ever record,
with last being a pair near Crail on June 9th 2019.
Considering how widespread as a breeding bird
red kites now are, it is surprising that we record
so few in Fife. It does seem to be finally
increasing in the county, with a handful of records already this year. The East Neuk is a
perfect place for kites to breed and it can only be a matter of time before they become a Crail
area resident, rather than the glamorous rarity that they are now.
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Crail Matters only works because you support it. If you haven’t yet supported us, then
please consider doing so. And if you have, very many thanks!. Donations can be made
directly to our bank account (Crab Publishing) at:
Sort Code: 83-26-28
A/c No.: 15518709
Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We need willing hands to help with Editing,
layout and production. We also need local reporters. If you would like to help please contact us.

Organ And Tissue Donation Law In Scotland
The Human Tissue (Authorisation) (Scotland) Act
2019 provides for a system of deemed authorisation
for organ and tissue donation for transplantation
purposes. This is commonly known as an opt out
system. The law in Scotland has changed to an opt
out system to help save and improve lives. The new
system came into effect in Scotland on 26 March
2021.
The law covers the processes surrounding organ and tissue donation, including the role of
the family and routine medical procedures and tests that would need to be carried out on a
potential donor to ensure that transplantation is likely to be safe, successful and a suitable
match for somebody on the transplant waiting list.
The law change will apply to most adults who are resident in Scotland, however it will not
apply to these groups:
o
Children (under 16)
o
Adults who lack the capacity to understand the new law and to take the necessary
actions
o
Adults who have lived in Scotland for less than 12 months before their death
o
If a person in one of the excluded groups set out by the law dies in a way that means
they could donate, and they haven’t already recorded a donation decision, then their closest
family member will be asked whether they wish to authorise donation.
The law is changing to introduce a new system of deemed authorisation. This is often referred
to as an opt out system. This means that if you have not opted out when you die, the law allows
for the donation of certain organs and tissue for transplantation. This does not apply if you are
in an excluded group or it has been established that this would be against your views.
You can still choose to register to be an organ and tissue donor. By doing this it can make it
easier for your loved ones to honour your decision after your death.
The opt out system will only apply to the
donation of commonly transplanted parts of
the body such as kidneys, heart, lungs, liver,
tendons.
If you have previously recorded a donation
decision and have now decided you want to
opt out or change your donation preferences,
for example what organs and tissue you do or
do not want to donate, you can complete the
amend your details form or call 0300 303
2094.
Whatever you decide, make sure your family
and friends know what you want as it will
make it easier for them to honour your
decision.
If you do not register a decision and do nothing
then you will be regarded, under the law, to
have given authorisation to be an organ and
tissue donor, unless you are in one of the
groups who the law does not apply, or it has
been established that donation would be
against your views.
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Edinburgh Royal Infirmary
In 1872, the architect
David Bryce was asked
to design a new Royal
Infirmary, and his plans
were heavily influenced
by the "pavilion" model
advanced by the nursing
pioneer,
Florence
Nightingale.
The
Infirmary moved to
Lauriston Place in 1879,
and at the time, it was
described as "probably
the
best
planned
hospital" in the whole of
Britain. Beneath an
imposing clock tower,
the walls of the
impressive
marble
entrance hall were lined
with wood panels,
listing the benefactors
who
had
given
donations to the new
hospital.
The
main
hospital
building
was
also
complemented by the
Edinburgh
Royal
Maternity Hospital - the
city's first purpose-built
maternity facility - which dramatically improved the care of expectant mothers and their
newborn babies. But by 1910, the maternity hospital was struggling to cope with demand,
and after the First World War, it expanded into several flats in nearby Lauriston Park and
Graham Street.
In 1939, the new Simpson Memorial Maternity Pavilion opened at Lauriston Place, next to
the main hospital. Generations of Edinburgh 'babies' still fondly refer to coming into the
world at 'Simpson's', which was named in memory of the pioneer of anaesthesia, Sir James
Young Simpson.
Despite these advances, as early as 1946, there were concerns that the Royal Infirmary site
had already outlived its usefulness, and could not cope with the demands of the new National
Health Service, founded in 1948. It would take half a century before a replacement hospital
was finally agreed.
During the 1950s and 60s a number of options were discussed to replace the Royal Infirmary,
including rebuilding on the same site, or building a new hospital on a green field site.
Finally, a decision was made to gradually rebuild and add facilities at Lauriston Place. One
of the most significant developments came in 1969, when the Princess Alexandra Eye
Pavilion - Scotland's only dedicated hospital for eye conditions - opened at Chalmers Street.
Further modernisation and expansion at Lauriston proved extremely difficult, however.
Largely due to financial problems, and issues surrounding alteration or demolition of listed
buildings on the site, the first phase was not completed until 1981.
By the late 1990s, it was widely recognised that the old-fashioned Victorian hospital was in
urgent need of replacement. It was agreed that work should begin on a new hospital to replace
not only the Royal Infirmary and the Simpson Memorial Maternity Pavilion, but also the
Princess Margaret Rose Orthopaedic Hospital and the City Hospital, bring all their services
onto one purpose-built site.
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Give Seals Space
The Seal Alliance has today launched a new government-backed campaign to ‘Give Seals
Space’ and reduce the shocking impact that human disturbance can have on these
vulnerable marine mammals.
As lockdown eases, and the public go out for more walks over the Easter weekend and
beyond, the Seal Alliance warns that getting too close to seals can lead to their injury and
death, even up to several months later.
Seals are vulnerable to any kind of human interactions, either deliberate or unintentional.
The new ‘Give Seals Space’ signs and leaflets are designed to raise awareness of the
simple steps the public can take to protect these precious creatures. It features four easyto-remember steps:
- Keep well away from seals (use a camera zoom or binoculars) so that they can’t smell,
hear or see you
- Keep dogs on a lead when in an area where seals might be present
- Never feed seals
- Take all litter home
Young seals are most affected by disturbance and only 25% are likely to survive to the
age of 18 months in a bad year. If people are being noisy or startle the vulnerable animals
by getting too close, this wastes their energy, meaning young pups struggle to haul out of
the water to rest and digest their food.
Female seals are heavily pregnant or pupping during the summer and getting too close or
disturbing them can lead to seals stampeding on rocks, which prove fatal to both mother
and pup. The impact on seals can also be invisible but results in mothers not being able to
build sufficient fat reserves so they cannot feed new- born pups adequately.
Key messages and resources including leaflets and signs can be found at
https://www.sealalliance.org/downloads
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Colin Morrison
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New concrete base to one
of the channels in Denburn
Gordon Baxter

Spring has sprung in
Victoria Gardens.
Gordon Baxter

Dandelion Facts
As everyone is now
getting all sprightly and
springy and cracking on
with garden jobs, may
we please make a
request on behalf of our
lovely buzzing bee
friends.
Dandelion pollen is one
of the very first foods
that bees rely upon to
feed themselves up and
get their new hive
established. There isn't a
huge
amount
else
around at the moment.
So if you can possibly
avoid weeding out the
dandelions for a bit
longer please do. And
when you do why not
use the leaves and
flowers
instead
of
ditching them.
The Bees thank you!
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Worship Resources:

The Crail Seagull

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Crail Parish Church
Update on the opening of Crail Church
From the Easter Sunday 4th April Crail
Church will be open every Sunday for
worship. The minister The Rev John Murray
will lead worship on alternate Sundays
starting on Easter Sunday. On the Sundays
between it will be relayed to Crail. All
services will be at 10.30 AM every Sunday. If
you wish to come to the services you will
need to book as we still are only allowed 50
persons in Church. To reserve a place please
either call Helen at 450516 or email at
crailchurchsessionclerk@gmail.com

Well don’t say we
don’t get results!!
Seen the pot holes
on Marketgate? Or
rather not seen
them - they’ve been filled in!
Mysteriously it doesn’t seem to extend to
all potholes, but at least it’s a start. How
long will they last?
I was flying over Denburn recently, and it
looked like the footpath down from the
Cemetery is now open. The wall has been
supported and presumably is safe. But a
lot of the trees in Denburn don’t look too
safe, and some of the trees in Beechwalk
aren’t in exactly the healthiest of states.
The wise owl told me the lockdown is
ending, and things are slowly going back
to normal. I wonder if they really will?
I’m inclined to think not.

St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open for worship at 1130 on
Sundays and is also broadcasting the
services. For details of all services and the
online link required go to https://
www.eastneukepiscopal.co.uk/

Worm Moon

Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
Our Sunday Services will be at 10am and
12noon. Booking is essential http://
www.coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk/
For urgent pastoral needs please contact
01333 312041
pastor_ccc@btinternet.comtions.

Bin Collection
You can find your bin collection arrangements
for your address by consulting the web site :
https://www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar
31 March Brown and Blue Bin
7 April Green Bin
14 April Brown and Blue Bin
21 April Grey Bin
28 April Brown and Blue Bin
5 May Green Bin
12 May Brown and Blue Bin

The Worm Moon peaked on Sunday 28
March and is the fourth closest super
moon of 2021. This will be the year's first
‘super moon’, meaning the moon is
slightly closer to Earth and therefore
appears bigger and brighter in the sky.
The Worm ‘super moon’ is the fourth
brightest moon of 2021, according to
Earth Sky. According to NASA, a ‘super
moon’ is a moon that is within 90 per cent
of its closest orbit to Earth. Sap and Sugar
Moon comes from the season of tapping
maple trees for syrup. Southern tribes
called it the Worm Moon because the
thawing ground would reveal earthworm
casts.

Missed bin collection will not be made up, and
collections will work to the above timetable.
Changes to Post Office van hours. The post office bus will be coming to Crail:
MONDAY
1.45-3.45pm
TUESDAY
2.00-3.45pm
WEDNESDAY 1.45-3.45pm
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M o o n
setting over
the Lomond
Hills taken
by Robert
Melville.

The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes
Next virtual meeting 26 April 2021 7.15pm
(Contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for joining instructions.
Participants will be required to confirm their identity).
Crail Town Hall
An application from the Town Hall Management Committee was considered for support from Crail
Common Good fund to support extensive repainting of degraded internal areas. The amount
applied for was £5,000, with a contribution of £2,800 from the Town Hall Management Committee.
In the discussion the point was made that the painting should be undertaken by professionals, and
not done by someone unskilled. The application was approved.
Scotland Hourglass Community Hub
Scotland Hourglass Community Hub , gave an address to the Community Council on their work
keeping older people safe. Details of the web site for more information are here. Hourglass is the
only charity dedicated to calling time on the harm, abuse and exploitation of older people across the
United Kingdom. With more than 25 years’ experience and expertise, its mission is to listen, advise
and support vulnerable older people and all those affected throughout the UK. Hourglass will
continue to be a major collaborator with the Scottish Government to push forward legislative
change to enable safer ageing, and it will seek the expansion of The Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Act
2018 to include domestic relationships beyond partner or ex-partner.
It will campaign for new statutory protections, codifying an aggravation based on vulnerability, to
achieve greater prevention of crimes against older people, and protection of victims of said crimes.
Hourglass has been successful in working closely with all major political parties in Scotland on
policy and campaigning with all leaders signing up to support our pledge to end the abuse of older
people. Previously Action on Elder Abuse, Hourglass is proud to represent older people across the
United Kingdom by combining its experience and expertise across the four countries. The
Community Council fully supported the aims of the Hourglass Community.

The Friends of Victoria Gardens
The Friends of Victoria Gardens will be having their first
official meeting at the gardens this month.
They will be there on Friday 9th and Saturday 10th April
at 10 am. Anyone else interested in helping is most
welcome to come along.
Our focus this month will be on turning over, weeding and
edging all of the flower beds and rockery, weeding the
paths, and carrying out a certain amount of pruning work.
Depending on preference, please along appropriate tools
and a wheelbarrow or two is always helpful.
Advert/Copy Submission to Crail
Matters

Crail Community Partnership
Crail Community Partnership invite all
members of the Community to join. An
application form can be found here:
https://
crailmatterscom.files.wordpress.com/
2019/07/membership-form-short.pdf

The Editors are happy to accept material for
publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer
.doc, .jpg and .pdf copy. We would urge anyone
submitting material to have regard to efficient use of
space - we cannot guarantee to publish in original
format large adverts designed as posters. We reserve
the right to edit material.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2021: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter.
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