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Planting completed at Victoria Gardens - well done
all!! And many thanks to all the volunteers who have
worked so well.

We are very pleased to announce the publication
of ‘Crail: A Pictorial Anthology’. The
Anthology is based on photographs by Colin
Morrison, with words by Crail Matters, and
Poetry by Rabbie Burns. It is published by Crail
Matters, is 20 pages A5 size, and costs £5. All
profits will be returned to the Crail Community. It
will be available for sale in Crail, at the Museum
and from shops in Crail and from
crailmatters@gmail.com. (for postal orders
please add postage of £1). It is also available as
an ebook from Amazon.co.uk

Crail Village Shops opening times, home
delivery and take away arrangements

Home Wanted
We’ve returned after 30 years away and are renting
locally, searching for our permanent home in Crail.
As a marine biologist and garden designer/potter our
perfect home would have a view of the sea, a garden,
kitchen to cook and entertain and room for a wheel
and kiln but we are happy to compromise on any of
these to be a full-time part of Crail’s community. We
are cash buyers, open to a completion date that suits
the sellers and an agreed offer price over the Home
Report valuation to avoid the selling agents fees.
Please contact Mary and Mike Butler - tel 07903
631613 or email mhbutler325@gmail.com

Barnett's Bakery: Mon - Sat 8am - 2pm
Ph#01333 310205
Co-op: Mon - Sun 7am - 10pm Ph#01333 450309
Dan's: Mon - Sun 7am - 7pm Ph# 01333 451818
Green's: Mon - Sat 9am - 4pm Ph# 01333
311733 Delivery days:Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat ( call
day before or by 11am for your order)
Penman's: Mon, Tues, Thur - Sat 6:30am - 4pm
Wed: 6:30am - 12:30pm Ph# 01333 450218 Give
a call for delivery. (East Neil, St. Andrews &
surrounding areas)
Pharmacy: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9am - 1pm
2pm - 5:30pm Wed: 9am - 1pm Ph#01333
450402. delivery if needed. Call the Pharmacy to
arrange.
The Smoke Fired Whole Foods Shop Mon - Sat
10a - 5pm
Shell's: Mon, Tues, Thurs - Sat 9:30 - 5pm, Sun
11 - 5 CLOSED Wed 01333 450200

Do you have a home to sell?
We moved here in March 2020 after 33 years on
Arran; currently renting in Crail, looking to buy our
final retirement home. Happy to proceed at a
mutually agreed price above the Home Report
valuation, thus saving you the selling agents fees.
Cash buyers so a quick sale. If you are selling soon,
or thinking about it, please contact Mike and Betty
Koral Tel.01333 451479 email:
mkoral67@gmail.com
Crail Premises. Respectable retired Professional
Engineer (male) seeks premises to rent in, or
reasonably near to, Crail. My needs are simple, but
property must be on the ground floor, have space for
computer equipment, a reasonable broadband
connection, and adjacent parking space for one car.
Other than that, I am financially reliable, quite
domesticated, and respectful of other's property.
Ian (Green) (07580)459732
ian_sd57llg@btinternet.com

Crail Fishbar Open Wednesday through to
Sunday from 4pm until 8pm. We will be open for
take away only and the Café will remain closed
until further notice. We will be open for walk up
orders and telephone orders can be placed from
2pm onwards each day. Full Social Distancing
rules will remain and all customers should
continue to wear a mask (unless Exempt). Take
Care everyone.

Crail Festival Putting Green
2021

Open 2- 6pm

Weekends in June & September
Daily July & August
Suggested Donation per Round: Adults £2, Child 16yrs and under £1
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell
Photography by John Anderson

Another grasshopper warbler on the 12th! Only 6 birds in 19 years up to 2021 and now my sixth bird
on the Crail patch in 2021. A grasshopper warbler was singing from the line of small, scrubby trees
separating the cattle field and the brassica field just north of Kilminning. It was a keen singer and
likely to be another breeding bird – or perhaps the Fife Ness pair relocated? Grasshopper warbler
song is the same kind of subliminal noise as a quail at a distance. You hear it, but don’t really notice
it. Grasshopper warbler pops into your mind but you have to concentrate to actually then really hear
it, rather than imagining it. If you have never heard a grasshopper warbler before, it’s well named.
They sound like a grasshopper, reeling away, or an electrical buzz. Not like a bird at all.
I was out in the wheat and oat prairies
northwest of Kilrenny Common on the
14th. I had just spotted a distant female
type marsh harrier close to Kilrenny and
was cycling for a better vantage point
when I noticed a female yellow wagtail on
the road. It was picking up insects around
a puddle from the rain from the night
before and then flew off into the tramlines
of an adjacent wheat field. The marsh
harrier was forgotten as I watched where
the wagtail had disappeared. I wondered if
this could be another breeding bird or just
a migrant. Then the wagtail was up and
calling. It flew over me on the road clearly
carrying a bill full of insects and continued
Yellow Wagtail
100 meters into an oat field before dropping down into it. Instant gratification – proof of another
breeding pair of yellow wagtails. And this one a long way from Barnsmuir: my first breeding record
of one breeding to the west of Kilrenny. My route to and from Kilrenny took me past the three other
active yellow wagtail nests at Barnsmuir, and there was still activity at two of them last week, also
with chick feeding going on. I didn’t see any definite activity at the third Barnsmuir nest but the male
was still around. So I will settle for 4 yellow wagtail nests on the go at three separate sites (where a
new site is at least 1 km away). This great news: 6 years on and we nearly have a reliable (and
perhaps expanding) breeding population of yellow wagtails in Fife.
Back to the marsh harrier. I didn’t see it again after the excitement of the yellow wagtail, but Tom
Glass – the resident birder at Kilrenny – has been seeing one about for the last couple of weeks.
Presumably we have a summering bird, happy enough to hunt over the faux reedbeds and meadows
that the cereal prairie at Kilrenny provides. The habitat is similar to where marsh harriers have
started breeding in the Netherlands, so anything is possible.
The marsh harrier wasn’t my raptor highlight last week – although they are rare Crail birds. I was
just north of Pittenweem on the 14th when I picked up an unusual looking buzzard. It was all dark
and the wings looked relatively broad and rounded. I thought goshawk briefly, then it banked, and I
saw a large white rump and tail base above a longish tail. The only raptors with white rumps in the
UK are female harriers – and this had broad wings so must be a hen harrier. But the wing shape was
too broad and so shorter looking than a harrier. A buzzard helpfully stooped onto the raptor to help
with size comparison – the hawk was about the same size or slightly larger. Then the penny dropped.
A Harris’s hawk! A social, desert living species from southern USA and Central and South America.
Last seen by myself on a BBC wildlife documentary pack hunting in Arizona, and also tellingly at
a couple of falconry demonstrations in Fife over the last few years. Although I would love this to be
a wild vagrant, it is much more likely to have escaped from one of these displays: it is one the
commonest birds of prey in captivity and relatively easy to train for falconry. I watched it being
mobbed by just about everything as it soared and gained height over Anstruther, before heading off,
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high towards Crail. I wished it well, although it might
not have a lot of luck finding other Harris’s hawks.
Now is the best time to see cuckoos around Crail as they
head back to Africa. I saw one on the 17th, at lower
Kilminning, flying around the trees with its
characteristic anorexic bird of prey look, as it was
disturbed by walkers. I think the most reliable way to
see a cuckoo at Kilminning is to sit on the bench by the
metal gate overlooking Kilminning coast and the sea,
on a weekday either early or late when it is not busy.
The meadow below and around Kilminning Castle is
good for caterpillars and they often stop to feed there if
it is quiet. But not for long. The cuckoos are moving
quite quickly back to Africa now and some will be back
in
the
Congo in
t h r e e
w e e k s ’
Harris Hawk
time. The
adults seem to follow the coast so anywhere along the
coastal path is also as good as Kilminning. But you
need to be ready because they dash over your head and
then are gone – you see grey, falcon wings, a long tail,
and as I have already written, a skinny, whippy
impression. If you see a weird hawk fitting this
description over the next couple of weeks, be fairly
confident it is a cuckoo.
Cuckoo

Kilminning Castle Colin Morrison
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Letter to the Editor
From Sauchope Links Holiday Park part of Largo
Leisure Holidays Ltd.
Dear Crail Community,
The last 12 months have been a very difficult time
for us all. As most of you know this year our park
in Crail are only offering ’seasonal touring’ rather
than ‘general touring’. In 2019 our ‘general tourers’
could stay a minimum of 1 night which often
resulted in a lot of ‘coming and going’ from a high
number of people. This year due to Covid19 we
therefore chose to only offer these pitches to
seasonal tourers as this whilst heavily reducing our
income is the moral and right thing to do given the
current situation. We have also changed our business
to a min 3 night stay for our self catering again to
reduce the number of changeovers we do per week.
This decision has met with some dissatisfaction with
the local community, for reasons I cannot
understand. We made this decision to in fact
‘protect’ the local community, our customers and
indeed our staff. We are now receiving a number of
low star reviews to our Google business account
referencing this touring situation. We can see from
our online systems that these people that live in and
around the Crail area and whom are not actual
customers. So it indeed seems like a smear
campaign to discredit our business for effectively

“doing the right thing” which is extremely
disappointing indeed. This is not an honest action
or a moral thing for a local citizen to do, and actions
like this cannot make us change our mind. We are
fully booked for summer 2021 now and are
currently focusing on Winter 2021 and 2022.
Whilst these are the actions of a small number of
people, it reflects very badly on the Crail
community as a whole. We are a local employer, run
a successful business locally and continue to
develop this to bring more customers to Crail
community of which your local businesses all
benefit. We have all experienced a terrible period
over the last year, and we welcome the opportunity
to work with the local community to recover and
move back to a sense of normality – these actions do
not help.
If you have left a bad review about our park without
actually staying at our holiday park we would
appeal for you to remove this review asap from our
Google page.
Kind Regards
Jonathan Morley
Group Managing Director Largo Leisure Parks
Ltd

Constantine Cave Colin Morrison

Balcomie Links looking towards Fluke Dub Colin Morrison
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CRAIL GUILD UPDATE
Church of Scotland
As like every other community group,
we have been unable to meet for a
year. We have all have missed them, I
am sure. As things get back to normal
over the summer for all of us, it will
be nice to start the Guild meetings
again. With that in mind, I'm hoping
we can start our meetings as usual in
October.
KEEP SAFE & GOD BLESS
Anne Small (Convener)

We are starting a
delivery service.
Initially it will be done
by my wife Lisa as I try
to balance the books and
feel myself into this. We
are going to target
Tuesday and Friday mornings for nonurgent deliveries. We will continue to
deliver acute prescriptions on other days
when we can. If you require delivery please
get in touch
01333 450402
pharm.cp6244-crail@nhs.scot
Iain Rooney
Crail Pharmacy

East Neuk
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Where, when
and how much...
Waid Academy
St. Andrews Road,
Anstruther
KY10 3GY
9am to 12:30pm

Monday 5th July to
Friday 9th July
£25 for the week

The Activities...

z Golf
z Karate
z Tennis
z Dance
z Netball
z Football
z Rugby
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This Summer, East Neuk
Community Sport Hub are
offering a range of fun activities
to keep children active whilst
the schools are off. Places are
limited, so please book early to
avoid disappointment

The Coaches...
All coaches are:
z Qualified
z Experienced
z Disclosed
ntly
and most importa
have experience
working with
children!

What to bring...
z Water bottle
z Snacks
z Sports wear (indoor
and outdoor
footwear)
z Appropriate clothin
g
for wet weather or a
change of clothing
z Bags of energy

Crail Pharmacy
From Monday 7th June, community pharmacies in
Scotland are handing out free lateral flow tests. These
are meant for patients with no symptoms and are to
be used twice a week. Results should be logged
according to the instructions inside the box
regardless of whether they indicate a positive or
negative result. This is not an in-store testing scheme
and anyone who has symptoms should continue to
contact the local test and trace centre (telephone 119
for further info).

If you need a box please call, email or drop in and we
will arrange it. This is
being rolled out nationally
and we are currently
limited to receiving one
outer of tests per day but
we will try our best to
accommodate everyone
over the next few weeks.
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Enjoy an Artistic Weekend at Bowhouse.
On Saturday 26th and Sunday27th of June from 10.30am till 4.30pm, 40artists from“East Neuk Open
Studios“are exhibiting in Bowhouse St Monans, as well as 12 artists who are opening their own studios. See
all the details in https://www.eastneukopenstudios.org/
Liz Shepherd said “We have all been working hard to present an exciting exhibition for everyone to enjoy
safely with all sorts of art and crafts to see, and no one has worked harder than Philippa Mitchell, who is
painting lots of wading birds at the moment, when she is not organising our big exhibition which is in the
most lovely surroundings near the East Neuk fishing villages which are so popular with tourists. Philippa
paints often in plein air and loves walking along the coastal path stopping to paint what she sees. Her
favourite time of the year is Spring and she has enjoyed it twice in lockdown with lots of time to produce her
wonderful paintings.”We will be sticking to safe covid guidelines and hope to see you at Bowhouse and in
the artists’ studios. Among the artists will be some
from Crail:Philippa Mitchell, Elizabeth Shepherd,
Wayne Galloway,Katy Smith, Karen Vaughan,
Lesley Reilly and JenniferCooper.

Contact: elizabethshepherdetchings@gmail.co

Summer Opening At The Honeypot
With the signs of summer truly underway The
Honeypot will be opening their seasonal café this
week. It’s worth mentioning that the guest house has
been close to capacity on most nights despite the loss
of international tourists who normally visit the East
Neuk , so another busy summer season is expected
for the little café.
The kerbside flower troughs and rear garden café
tubs will be planted out this week with a mixture of
bedding plants to provide the usual splash of colour.
Our sunny back garden will be trimmed up and
seating for 16 will be available whilst maintaining
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appropriate social distancing, bringing the total
capacity to 38 covers.
It will be business as normal starting with weekends
until the end of June before more regular summer
hours are introduced from July onwards. Edna will
be in the kitchen and baking again while we will be
ably assisted by Emma and Louise front of house.
Yet again this will give us the opportunity to
welcome friends and visitors whom we have known
for many, many years and not to forget those canine
friends, its always a pleasure when Dougal, Coco,
Monty, Ruby and the many other pooches pass by.
We look forward to seeing everyone over the next
few months. Have a lovely summer
Best Wishes
Graham and Edna
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Our animal rescue officers and inspectors went out to over 82,000 reports of animals in need
in 2019 - and almost 10% of those were about baby birds! Throughout Spring and in to
Summer, it is perfectly normal to come across a baby bird on the ground. We get over
10,000 calls about them per year - yet in most cases, a baby bird does not need our help and
is just going through the natural process of growing in to an adult.
If you come across a baby bird on the ground, it will either be a fledgling or a nestling.
❖
A fledgling is a fully feathered young-bird which will be learning to fly if its out of
the nest. A nestling will either be fluffy or unfeathered and it should never be out of the
nest. Basically, there's nothing to be worried about if you see a fledgling out of the nest but
there a nestling out of the nest likely needs help.
❖
A fledgling on the ground should be left alone and, provided there is no immediate
dangers around (for example, if the baby bird is on a road or vulnerable to nearby
predators), try and move it to safety but keep it within range of where you think its parents
are.
❖
If you are able to, monitor the fledgling from a safe distance for a couple of hours.
If there's no sign of any parents after this, give our Animal Helpline a call on 03000 999
999.
❖
If the fledgling is clearly sick or injured upon first look, please call our Animal
Helpline immediately. If you can do so safely, please contain the baby bird in a wellventilated box until we arrive.
❖
If the baby bird you've found is a nestling, which means it has no feathers or is
fluffy, give our Animal Helpline a call on 03000 999 999 immediately. A nestling is too
young to survive out of the nest and is highly vulnerable.
❖
Please try and contain the nestling in a well-ventilated box until one of our Animal
Rescue Officers gets there.
❖
We strongly advise against trying to place a baby bird back in a nest, whether it is a
nestling or a fledgling. Even though it is with the best of intentions, disturbing a nest
which may have other baby birds in it, as well as parents, will but all animals under great
stress.
❖
It is also illegal to attempt to deliberately damage or move a nest whilst it is in use
or being built. All birds, their eggs and their nests are protected by the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981.
Whilst we are happy to help any baby birds, in many cases there is no welfare issue. It is
very common for well-meaning people to disturb or accidentally rescue a baby bird which
doesn't need rescued at all! Moving a baby bird away from the area where it is learning to
fly can permanently separate it from its parents. Whilst we are able to care for and release
young birds at our National Wildlife Rescue Centre, we would much rather as many birds
as possible grow-up with their parents in the wild.
Check out our FAQs. Our advice is simple. If the baby bird is fully feathered, it's highly
likely it doesn't need help. If it has no feathers or is fluffy, give our Animal Helpline a call
on 03000 999 999 right away.
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Bin Collection

The Crail Seagull

You can find your bin collection
arrangements for your address by
consulting the web site : https://
www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar

Had quick breeze round
Marketgate. Saw both
electric vehicle spaces used
for parking - or cars were
there without cables
connecting them to the machine. You would
wonder….

23 June Brown bin Blue bin
30 June Green bin
7 July Brown bin Blue bin

Looking forward to summer? I am. Things seem to
be getting back to something like normal with lots
of people around (and lots of dropped food for
me). We seem to have had a influx of visiting
Seagulls (probably from Glasgow) but they’ve
gone now - rowdy lot.

Worship Resources:
Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate North
Crail Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Crail Parish Church
As we now in Level 1 we are able to accommodate
about 60 persons but still socially distanced. This
means that more people can attend worship but you
should still book a place as we still need to keep
contact numbers in case we have any covid. It also
means that we can now sing hymns but still with
face masks except for the 6 Choir members
email: crailchurchsession@gmail.com.
Prayer group Prayer group meets on a Thursday
morning at 10.30 am in Anstruther Church All
welcome
Service times
From Sunday the 20th June. The Crail service will be
at 10.00 am and the St Ayle service will be at 11.30
am.

I know I’m a bird of little brain, but I do keep
getting confused early in the morning when I see
what looks like a seal close inshore, which turns
out to be someone swimming. It has been lovely
weather recently, but I bet the sea is very cold still.
I first saw this in Roome Bay, and now the
Harbour. Oh well …. It takes all sorts of folks.

St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open for worship at 1130 on
Sundays and is also broadcasting the services.
For details of all services and the online link
required go to https://
www.eastneukepiscopal.co.uk/
Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
Our Sunday Services will be at 10am and
12noon. Booking is essential http://
www.coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk/For
urgent pastoral needs please contact 01333
312041 pastor_ccc@btinternet.comtions.

PILATES CLASSES IN CRAIL
Wednesdays from Crail Community Hall with
Judy Drew.
Pilates is a body conditioning and movement
programme suitable for all ages and abilities.
Pilates improves posture, increases mobility and
flexibility and can help with recovery from back
pain and injury.
Classes commence on Wednesday 16 June and
cost £7.50 per session.
9.15-10.15am - Intermediate Mat Class
10.30-11.30am: Beginners, Gentle Pilates Class
To book a space or for more information, please
email: jdrew1243@gmail.com

The post office van will be
coming to Crail:
MONDAY
1.45-3.45pm
TUESDAY
2.00-3.45pm
WEDNESDAY 1.45-3.45pm

A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is available delivered to your house for
people who have difficulty in accessing the digital issue. Please contact us (or a member of
the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall into this category. This is a service dependent on
volunteers to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes
Next meeting 28 June 2021 7.15pm
in the Community Hall
Contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for further information
Welcome
Apologies
Minutes of meeting held on 31st May 2021

Chairman’s Report
Treasurer’s Report

Action Summary:
Signs – Dangerous sign at West Lane and badly
repaired sign at High Street.
Flooding issues – Anstruther and St Andrews Roads
– JD to urgently obtain a response from RV/FC
CCTV Harbour – MT/JM
Facebook – EH
Village entry signs – JD

Update - Crail Community Partnership
Beechwalk
reflection

Park

–

Blossoming

tree

covid

Fife Councillors Reports
AOCB

Petition to drop the advance booking system at Fife Council's recycling centres. If you want to be able
to drop off your rubbish at a recycling centre without booking in advance, please let your elected
representatives know by signing this petition http://chng.it/9F5H9L5n

Crail Community Hall - Events and Activities
If you would like to organise an event or a series of activities in the
community owned, Crail Community Hall please contact the Events
Manager at crailcommunitypartnership@gmail.com
We will comply with government issued regulations in regard to Covid-19 We
will review, government issued guidance with regard to covid-19. Where
relevant to Crail Community Hall (CCH) and activities at CCH we will follow
such guidance and ensure all users also follow such guidance.
Crail Hospital Car Service
Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they who provide the Hospital Car Service. It’s only when you can’t
drive because you or the car is sick, or it is too daunting to think of standing in the cold, waiting for a return
bus from the health centre or the dentist, or you need to get to Kirkcaldy hospital that you wish for a bit of
help. Maybe you’re new to Crail and don’t know many people yet. That bit of help is there and has been for
54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital Car Service. If you could do with that bit of help, call 01333 451165.
Advert/Copy Submission to Crail
Matters
The Editors are happy to accept
material for publication in a variety of
formats, but we prefer .doc, .jpg and
.pdf copy. We would urge anyone
submitting material to have regard to
efficient use of space - we cannot
guarantee to publish in original format
large adverts designed as posters. We
reserve the right to edit material.

Crail Matters only works because you support it. If you
haven’t yet supported us, then please consider doing so. And if
you have, very many thanks!. Donations can be made directly to
our bank account (Crab Publishing) at:
Sort Code: 83-26-28
A/c No.: 15518709
Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We need willing
hands to help with Editing, layout and production. We also need
local reporters. If you would like to help please contact us.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2021: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter. Phone contact 01333 450082.
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