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Dog Walking
Don’t get yourself into danger while trying to rescue
a family pet from the water. Get the RNLI’s advice
and tips on safe dog walking by the coast. Stay safe
while walking your dog.
This summer, if you get in trouble at the coast, call
112/999 and ask for the Coast Guard. For the latest
advice, visit our beach safety page - https://rnli.org/
safety/beach-safety
It's important to keep YOURSELF SAFE when you
walk your dog.
Please remember:
Keep your dog on a lead if close to cliff
edges or fast flowing rivers.
If your dog goes into the water or gets
stuck in mud, don't go after him/her. Move to a
place where your dog can get to safely and call it your dog will probably get out by itself.
If you're worried, call 999 and ask for the
Coast Guard.

Colin Morrison

We are very pleased to announce the publication of
‘Crail: A Pictorial Anthology’. The Anthology is
based on photographs by Colin Morrison, with
words by Crail Matters, and Poetry by Rabbie
Burns. It is published by Crail Matters, is 20 pages
A5 size, and costs £5. All profits will be returned to
the Crail Community. It will be available for sale in
Crail, at the Museum and from shops in Crail and
from crailmatters@gmail.com. (for postal orders
please add postage of £1). It is also available as an
ebook from Amazon.co.uk

Crail Folk Club reopens
Crail Folk Club reopens on 8th July
8pm at our new
COVID friendly
and compliant
venue the
Community Hall in
St Andrews Road.
Tickets sales are
going well. Full details can be had, along with said
tickets at www.crailfolkclub.org.uk. We have a great
guest to start us off - BECKY MILLS "Superb
songwriter... gorgeous voice... incredibly
talented"(FATEA "Sung from the soul... every track
is a joy"(Mono Magazine)
Hailing from the wild moorlands of North
Yorkshire, singer-songwriter Becky Mills brings a
uniquely personal and touching slant to the modern
folk genre. Described by listeners as "moving",
"witty", sometimes "heart-rending", but
always "uplifting", her acclaimed 2013 mainstream
debut "Dandelion" led to comparisons with Sandy
Denny - but this was no bolt from the blue.

A distinctive breakthrough... After a short career
break to start a family, "Dandelion" (2013) broke
through to mainstream appeal, attracting rave
reviews from listeners and journalists alike. Becky
spent 2014 and 2015 touring the album at folk clubs
and festivals countrywide. Further close
collaboration with Ashley Hutchings (Fairport,
Steeleye Span, The Albion Band) followed, with a
UK-wide tour of Ash's "Shakespeare to Sonnets"
show plus the premiere of "Fairport Beginnings"
concept at Cropredy Festival in 2017. Becky then
played an important role in Ashley's 2018 doubleCD release "Paradise and Thorns", contributing a
specially commissioned song "The Swift".
In between times she was kept busy recording and
gigging with former Steeleye stalwart Ken
Nicol, fellow ex-Witch Patsy Matheson and
former Rainbow Chaser and multiinstrumentalist Ruth Angell. In 2018 Becky signed
with Talking Elephant records for the release
of "Tall Tales and Home Truths", the long
awaited follow-up to Dandelion.

An accomplished soloist and collaborator, Becky
spent the early 2000's recording solo albums locally,
whilst gigging far and wide and supporting the likes
of Pentangle, Fairport Convention and Barbara
Dickson.
For Kids’ Sake... Listen Carefully.
During the school summer holidays, use your ears to really hear if
a child says something that suggests they
might have been abused or neglected, and
do something If you’re worried about a
child contact Fife Council’s social work
department on 03451 551 503, or the
police on 101. If a child is in immediate
danger call 999 straight away.
For more information go to:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keepingchildren-safe/reporting-abuse/what-to-do-child-reveals-abuse/
Colin Morrison
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Crail Village Shops opening times, home
delivery and take away arrangements

Home Wanted
We’ve returned after 30 years away and are renting
locally, searching for our permanent home in Crail.
As a marine biologist and garden designer/potter our
perfect home would have a view of the sea, a garden,
kitchen to cook and entertain and room for a wheel
and kiln but we are happy to compromise on any of
these to be a full-time part of Crail’s community. We
are cash buyers, open to a completion date that suits
the sellers and an agreed offer price over the Home
Report valuation to avoid the selling agents fees.
Please contact Mary and Mike Butler - tel 07903
631613 or email mhbutler325@gmail.com

Barnett's Bakery: Mon - Sat 8am - 2pm
Ph#01333 310205
Co-op: Mon - Sun 7am - 10pm Ph#01333 450309
Dan's: Mon - Sun 7am - 7pm Ph# 01333 451818
Green's: Mon - Sat 9am - 4pm Ph# 01333
311733 Delivery days:Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat ( call
day before or by 11am for your order)
Penman's: Mon, Tues, Thur - Sat 6:30am - 4pm
Wed: 6:30am - 12:30pm Ph# 01333 450218 Give
a call for delivery. (East Neil, St. Andrews &
surrounding areas)
Pharmacy: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9am - 1pm
2pm - 5:30pm Wed: 9am - 1pm Ph#01333
450402. delivery if needed. Call the Pharmacy to
arrange.
The Smoke Fired Whole Foods Shop Mon - Sat
10a - 5pm
Shell's: Mon, Tues, Thurs - Sat 9:30 - 5pm, Sun
11 - 5 CLOSED Wed 01333 450200

Do you have a home to sell?
We moved here in March 2020 after 33 years on
Arran; currently renting in Crail, looking to buy our
final retirement home. Happy to proceed at a
mutually agreed price above the Home Report
valuation, thus saving you the selling agents fees.
Cash buyers so a quick sale. If you are selling soon,
or thinking about it, please contact Mike and Betty
Koral Tel.01333 451479 email:
mkoral67@gmail.com
Crail Premises. Respectable retired Professional
Engineer (male) seeks premises to rent in, or
reasonably near to, Crail. My needs are simple, but
property must be on the ground floor, have space for
computer equipment, a reasonable broadband
connection, and adjacent parking space for one car.
Other than that, I am financially reliable, quite
domesticated, and respectful of other's property.
Ian (Green) (07580)459732
ian_sd57llg@btinternet.com

Crail Fishbar Open Wednesday through to
Sunday from 4pm until 8pm. We will be open for
take away only and the Café will remain closed
until further notice. We will be open for walk up
orders and telephone orders can be placed from
2pm onwards each day. Full Social Distancing
rules will remain and all customers should
continue to wear a mask (unless Exempt). Take
Care everyone.

Crail Festival Putting Green
2021

Open 2- 6pm

Weekends in June & September
Daily July & August
Suggested Donation per Round: Adults £2, Child 16yrs and under £1
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell
Photography by John Anderson

I have been inland most of the time, so I did the Balcomie – Kilminning loop on the 18th. It was typical June
– no waders apart from a few local ringed plovers and oystercatchers, shelducks, eiders with their chicks and
the first few goosanders back in a moulting flock, group fishing in the shallows. At Fife Ness a steady stream
of gannets and auks, with some puffins close in. Further
out, manx shearwaters – their season has started fully last
week with hundreds passing past Crail every day, and
hundreds in an hour on a good evening (Tuesday, the
15th for example).

Raven

If you are walking in the Highlands or on the west coast
you hear ravens all the time. Their deep cronk carries for
kilometers and pairs are always talking to each other as
they move high over the landscape. It evokes wild places
in Scotland to me. But this summer I am hearing ravens
every week over the farmland around Crail. A (the) pair
are still mostly between Kippo and the Secret Bunker, but
on the 19th they were around the fields northeast of
Kilrenny. Sooner or later I am going to see them right over
Crail.

It is peak puffin time past Crail for the next
month. There were hundreds passing every
quarter hour on the evening of the 22nd, within
a kilometer of the shore. I also saw my first
great skua of the year. Huge, brown, bird of
prey like and with prominent white wing
flashes. Last year was a poor one for skuas
(except long -tailed skuas): we are due a good
season.
I saw a pair of corn buntings mating on an
overhead cable on the morning of the 24th:
more like one bird trying to land on the back
of another for a second. It reassured me that
they are just starting to nest while lots of other
species are finishing. The fields are full of well
fledged rooks, crows and starlings, and at
Kingsbarns I saw a gawky grey heron just out
of the nest, standing in the field below, looking
bemused. The summer migrants are mostly
feeding chicks now, particularly whitethroats.
Again, it is a good season for them – they are
everywhere and there are a lot of active nests.

Great Skua

The good weather of the last three weeks
has been helping a lot. Last Thursday
night’s rain was the first serious rain this
month with several millimeters falling – the
total for the month until then was only
about 1.4 mm. It’s back to dry and warm
this week. The perfect combination for
chicks about to fledge. Good growing
conditions for plants and insects but no
cold, damp days to chill poorly feathered
fledglings.
Young Grey Heron
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Where will you find seals?
In the sea, obviously! But seriously, seals like to spend plenty of time on land too. There are two
species in Scotland – harbour seals (sometimes known as common seals) and grey seals. You’ll find
them all along Scotland’s coasts. The bulk of the UK’s population of both harbour seals and grey
seals can be found in Scottish waters. Harbour seals are smaller than grey seals and typically weigh
up to 100kg, whereas adult male grey seals can weigh over 300kg, Harbor seals faces have a wee
bit of resemblance to a dog’s. They are usually grey but there are rare white, blonde and black ones
too. They can be found in many places, but particularly on Scotland’s islands in the far north, such
as the Hebrides, and our west coast and they like to make their home on sheltered beaches and
coastal areas . They birth pups in early summer. Grey seals are usually grey with dark marking and
spots. They prefer more exposed waters and coasts and, outside of breeding season, they forage in
areas close to the open sea. Pregnant grey seals return to breeding sites every autumn to give birth.
Threats to seals
Seals face a host of challenges from both nature and human activity. Bad weather can make the sea
a rough, dangerous place, and it is not unusual for pups to be separated from their mother by choppy
waters. Being thrown around by the sea can also cause injuries to seals. Both species found in
Scotland face multiple disease risks too. The main threats from humans are pollution from manmade disasters such as oil spills. Fishing nets and fish farms pose a serious danger too. We’ve sadly
rescued seals caught up angling gear and have dealt with cases of seals being collateral damage from
industrial fish farming. Climate change, and the impact this has on prey and our brittle ecosystem,
is creating new challenges for all seals.
Both harbour and grey seals are protected by the Conservation of Seals Act 1970.
Spotted a seal on a beach?
With so much coast, it’s not unusual to see seals on Scotland’s
beaches. If you see one, maintain a safe distance – despite their
appearance, they are feisty by nature and can seriously injure
you if they feel threatened. They may also be panicked by
dogs, so keep yours on a lead if a seal is nearby. If a seal is on
land but distressed or injured, a dog could drive it back to the
water and seriously harm it. Mothers leave their pups ashore
whilst they forage, and if you disturb the seal it is likely the
mum will abandon it.
Think you’ve found a seal pup in need?
Our animal helpline can be reached on 03000 999 999.
Please do not approach a seal that has come ashore or try to put back in the water. Stay a safe
distance away and keep any dogs on a lead. It is normal for a seal to spend time onshore and seal
pups will often be left by their mother whilst she feeds. If you see a seal with a white, long-haired
coat, then it is probably still suckling from its mother. You should monitor and check regularly for
sign of an adult seal. If there are visible signs of injury or if the seal has been on the beach for more
than 24 hours, then it will need our help. Call our animal helpline on 03000 999 999 immediately if
that is the case.
What happens after a seal rescue?
We take any seals in need to our National Wildlife Rescue Centre. In a typical year, we care for over
100 seal pups. Our dedicated team will then treat and care for the seal until it is of the strength and
age to survive at sea. We have a purpose-built seal unit as well as outdoor pools to help them build
up their sea-flippers. We also feed seal pups in a way that shows them how they hunt prey in the wild,
maximising the chances of a successful reintegration to life on the coastline.
All our seal releases are carefully planned and will take place where we are confident the seal can
join a healthy seal colony.
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Crail Community Partnership
The following is a time line of the progress and achievements of the Community Partnership from its
inception in late 2017 to June 2021. The initial stages of asset acquisition described in the Local Place Plan
have broadly been achieved, and the focus is now on developing the plan further.
In late 2017 the Crail Community came together to:
- Take stock of the community and its future
- Develop a long term vision to shape and focus
initiatives
- Seek community mandate to shape planning policy
and major development proposal for the good of the
community
- Raise the profile of the community’s needs and
vision with local and national government
April - May 2018 - Vision and Ideas gathered
through public events and activities. Setting the
future agenda.
18 Aug 2018 - Applied to Crail Common Good
Fund for funding to pay consultants to take the Crail
Community through a consultation and planning
process (Charrette).
Sept 2018 - Awarded £23,532 from Crail Common
Good Fund
28 Sept 2018 - Applied to Scottish Government
Making Places program for funding to support the
community consultation process.
8th November 2018 - Awarded £25,000 from the
Making Places program.
February through March 2019 - Strategy and Plan
developed through public events and activities.
Developing the Crail Local Place Plan
3rd April 2019 - Crail Community Partnership
formed as a Scottish Charitable Incorporated
Organisation (SCIO)

20th June 2019 - Crail Local Place Plan published
and launched
27th June 2019 - Stage One application to Fife
Council for Asset Transfer of Crail Community Hall
November 2019 - Applied to Scottish Land Fund
for funding to complete Feasibility and Business
Plan for Crail Community Hall
January 2020 - Scottish Land Fund Stage One
award approved (£8,500)
February to March 2020 - Crail Community Hall
Feasibility Study and Business Plan completed
April 2020 - Stage Two applications to Fife Council
for Asset Transfer of Crail Community Hall,
Pinkerton Triangle, South Kilminning and Bow
Butts Park.
May 2020 - Application for Asset Transfer of Crail
Community Hall approved by Fife Council
September 2020 - Applications for Asset Transfer
of Pinkerton Triangle, Bow Butts and South

Kilminning approved by Fife Council
June 2020 - Submitted Scottish Land Fund
application for funding of asset transfer of Crail

Community Hall
October 2020 - Community Crowdfunding raised
>£5,000 for Bow Butts Park - Community
Ownership
December 2020 - Scottish Land Fund award
approved (£41,500)
December 2020 - Community Crowdfunding raised
>£9,500 for South Kilminning - Community
Ownership
December 2020 - Community Crowdfunding raised
>£3,500 for Pinkerton Triangle - Community
Ownership
February 2021
- Crail
Community Hall
- Community
Owned
March 2021 Bow Butts and
Pinkerton
Triangle Community
Owned
May 2021 - South Kilminning - Community Owned
June 2021
Crail
Community
Hall Brand New
Kitchen,
funded by
Crail
Common
Good Fund,
Fife Environment Trust, The Robertson Trust, Fife
Council Community Budget and CCP Donations.
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Collins Bench Roome Bay
The memorial bench to Mitchell and Marion Collins (1993
and 2002) in Roome Bay is in a poor state of repair as can
be seen in the photograph above. Could relatives, or anyone
concerned about the bench, please contact the Community
Council (crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com).
The Crail Eye Test Colin Morrison

We are starting a
delivery service.
Initially it will be done
by my wife Lisa as I
try to balance the
books and feel myself
into this. We are going to target Tuesday
and Friday mornings for non-urgent
deliveries. We will continue to deliver
acute prescriptions on other days when
we can. If you require delivery please
get in touch
01333 450402
pharm.cp6244-crail@nhs.scot
Iain Rooney
Crail Pharmacy
CRAIL GUILD UPDATE
Church of Scotland
As like every other community group, we
have been unable to meet for a year. We
have all have missed them, I am sure. As
things get back to normal over the summer
for all of us, it will be nice to start the Guild
meetings again. With that in mind, I'm
hoping we can start our meetings as usual in
October.
KEEP SAFE & GOD BLESS
Anne Small (Convener)

Wild Camping or Not Wild Camping
That is the Question
(A message from Robbie Blyth, Head of
Operations (Fife Coast & Countryside
Trust)
At the weekend FCCT received an enquiry
about a camping down by Elie lighthouse
and FCCT staff went to the location and
engaged with the campers. Therefore, I
thought it would be a good idea to update
the community on some aspects of Wild
Camping.
As we speak it is very difficult to get a pitch
at a traditional campsite and very few people
are going abroad for their holidays. On this
occasion the campers didn’t observe all
aspects of the Scottish Access Code
however I would stress they left no trace on
the Sunday.
A picture says 1000 words and I will attempt
to cover the basics on what could have been
done better. Unlike a municipal campsite
pitched tents should be no more than 3-man
7

size and service users
should never use a
gazebo. Smaller tents
ensure that your footprint
is small, and you blend in
with the surroundings and
from a very practical point of view if the
wind had picked the gazebo would have
ended up halfway down the Forth.
Bags of food left out are a magnet for
scavengers so not only could the campers
have gone hungry, but it also encourages an
imbalance of rodents, gulls, foxes etc. Once
the campers have gone and in poor weather
the scavengers must eat, and they then will
then attack the nesting birds in the long
grasses.
FCCT will endeavour to engage with
visitors and as a temporary measure we will
install a leaflet rack (on a post) in the area of
the lighthouse alternatively please feel free
to download or post this link: https://
d1ssu070pg2v9i.cloudfront.net/.../WildCamping...

Crail Pharmacy
From Monday 7th June,
community pharmacies in
Scotland are handing out free
lateral flow tests. These are
meant for patients with no
symptoms and are to be used
twice a week. Results should
be logged according to the
instructions inside the box
regardless of whether they
indicate a positive or negative
result. This is not an in-store
testing scheme and anyone
who has symptoms should
continue to contact the local
test
and
trace
centre
(telephone 119 for further
info).
If you need a box please call,
email or drop in and we will
arrange it. This is being rolled
out nationally and we are
currently limited to receiving
one outer of tests per day but
we will try our best to
accommodate everyone over
the next few weeks.

Colin Morrison
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Bin Collection

The Crail Seagull

You can find your bin collection
arrangements for your address by
consulting the web site : https://
www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar

Good to see the Folk Club
is starting up again. And
the Community Council is
meeting ‘in person’ too. I
suppose its a sign that life
is beginning to get back to normal. Not too soon if
you ask me - but then I’m a bird of little brain and
know nothing of these things. Always got an
opinion though - just like our politicians!

30 June Green bin
7 July Brown bin Blue bin
14 July Grey bin
21 July Brown bin Blue bin
28 July Green bin
4 August Brown bin Blue bin
11 August Grey bin
18 August Brown bin Blue bin

As we are talking about opinions, are we supposed
to socially distance ourselves still? I notice as I fly
around not everyone does. As I don’t recognise
them, I assume they are mainly visitors. And I see
in the news some high up has been breaking the
rules anyway. Lets hope they don’t come here or
we would have problems.

Worship Resources:
Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate North
Crail Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Crail Parish Church
As we now in Level 1 we are able to accommodate
about 60 persons but still socially distanced. This
means that more people can attend worship but you
should still book a place as we still need to keep
contact numbers in case we have any covid. It also
means that we can now sing hymns but still with
face masks except for the 6 Choir members
email: crailchurchsession@gmail.com.
Prayer group Prayer group meets on a Thursday
morning at 10.30 am in Anstruther Church All
welcome
Service times
From Sunday the 20th June. The Crail service will be
at 10.00 am and the St Ayle service will be at 11.30
am.

St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open for worship at 1130 on
Sundays and is also broadcasting the services.
For details of all services and the online link
required go to https://
www.eastneukepiscopal.co.uk/
Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
Our Sunday Services will be at 10am and
12noon. Booking is essential http://
www.coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk/For
urgent pastoral needs please contact 01333
312041 pastor_ccc@btinternet.comtions.

PILATES CLASSES IN CRAIL
Wednesdays from Crail Community Hall with
Judy Drew.
Pilates is a body conditioning and movement
programme suitable for all ages and abilities.
Pilates improves posture, increases mobility and
flexibility and can help with recovery from back
pain and injury.
Classes commence on Wednesday 16 June and
cost £7.50 per session.
9.15-10.15am - Intermediate Mat Class
10.30-11.30am: Beginners, Gentle Pilates Class
To book a space or for more information, please
email: jdrew1243@gmail.com

The post office van will be
coming to Crail:
MONDAY
1.45-3.45pm
TUESDAY
2.00-3.45pm
WEDNESDAY 1.45-3.45pm

A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is available delivered to your house for
people who have difficulty in accessing the digital issue. Please contact us (or a member of
the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall into this category. This is a service dependent on
volunteers to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes
Next meeting 28 June 2021 7.15pm
in the Community Hall
Contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for further information
Chairman’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
Update - Crail Community Partnership
Beechwalk Park – Blossoming tree
reflection
Fife Councillors Reports
AOCB

Welcome
Apologies
Minutes of meeting held on 31st May 2021
Action Summary:
Signs – Dangerous sign at West Lane and badly
repaired sign at High Street.
Flooding issues – Anstruther and St Andrews Roads
– JD to urgently obtain a response from RV/FC
CCTV Harbour – MT/JM
Facebook – EH
Village entry signs – JD

covid

The Community Council will also discuss the
situation regarding the Playpark and playground
equipment.

Petition to drop the advance booking system at Fife Council's recycling centres. If you want to be able
to drop off your rubbish at a recycling centre without booking in advance, please let your elected
representatives know by signing this petition http://chng.it/9F5H9L5n

Crail Community Hall - Events and Activities
If you would like to organise an event or a series of activities in the
community owned, Crail Community Hall please contact the Events
Manager at crailcommunitypartnership@gmail.com
We will comply with government issued regulations in regard to Covid-19 We
will review, government issued guidance with regard to covid-19. Where
relevant to Crail Community Hall (CCH) and activities at CCH we will follow
such guidance and ensure all users also follow such guidance.
Crail Hospital Car Service
Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they who
provide the Hospital Car Service. It’s only when you
can’t drive because you or the car is sick, or it is too
daunting to think of standing in the cold, waiting for
Advert/Copy Submission to Crail
Matters
The Editors are happy to accept
material for publication in a variety of
formats, but we prefer .doc, .jpg and
.pdf copy. We would urge anyone
submitting material to have regard to
efficient use of space - we cannot
guarantee to publish in original format
large adverts designed as posters. We
reserve the right to edit material.

a return bus from the health centre or the dentist, or
you need to get to Kirkcaldy hospital that you wish
for a bit of help. Maybe you’re new to Crail and
don’t know many people yet. That bit of help is there
and has been for 54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital
Car Service. If you could do with that bit of help,
call 01333 451165.

Crail Matters only works because you support it. If you
haven’t yet supported us, then please consider doing so. And if
you have, very many thanks!. Donations can be made directly to
our bank account (Crab Publishing) at:
Sort Code: 83-26-28
A/c No.: 15518709
Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We need willing
hands to help with Editing, layout and production. We also need
local reporters. If you would like to help please contact us.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2021: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter. Phone contact 01333 450082.
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