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The Community Council have
received the following from PC
Wallace and PC Stecka, East Neuk
and Landward Community Police
Officers
Myself and PC Stecka have been
contacted by a member of the public
raising concerns around anti-social behaviour
involving quad bikes, vandalisms and wild camping
in the Crail area. Which have been received third
hand as people are reluctant to call the police.
It is really important that these incidents are reported
to the police giving us an opportunity to attend and
deal with the incident. I am aware some members of
the community are reluctant to report incidents as
they do not want to get involved, however you can
remain anonymous when reporting.
I would be grateful if you can inform your community
that any calls made to our 101 or 999 service can be
made anonymously or alternatively reports can be
made via the contact us section on the Police
Scotland Website (again anonymously).
Do you have a home to sell?
We moved here last March after 33 years on
Arran, currently renting in Crail, looking to buy
our final retirement home. Happy to proceed at
a mutually agreed price based on a Home
Report valuation, thus saving you the selling
agents fees. Cash buyers so a quick sale. If you
are selling soon, or thinking about it, please
contact Mike and Betty Koral Tel.01333
451479 email: mkoral67@gmail.com
Crail Premises. Respectable retired
Professional Engineer (male) seeks premises to
rent in, or reasonably near to, Crail. My needs
are simple, but property must be on the ground
floor, have space for computer equipment, a
reasonable broadband connection, and adjacent
parking space for one car. Other than that, I am
financially reliable, quite domesticated, and
respectful of other's property.
Ian (Green) (07580)459732
ian_sd57llg@btinternet.com

By reporting issues it gives police the opportunity to
investigate and also increase patrols in areas where
anti-social behaviour is happening.
PC Wallace.
Editorial Comment
We have noted in earlier issues the problem of anti
social behaviour in Crail. Sometimes the actions in
themselves may seem of little importance, and a
nuisance we have to bear rather than a crime to
report. Or sometimes we might shrug our shoulders
and say ‘this is just growing up’, ‘boys (or girls or
men or women) will be ….’ or ‘children are just
letting off high spirits … after all, when we were
young we did worse’. Or we just don’t want to be
involved and get ourselves victimised.
All of course true … but the effects of damage to the
social and physical fabric of our community is real.
Just look at the hard work that will be required to
remove the stones thrown into the burn at Denburn,
at the effort to remove fly tipping at Kilminning, at
the destruction of the planted tubs …..
We have all weathered a difficult time, which has
brought our community together. Please help to
preserve our community and our values by reporting
to the police damage or aggressive antisocial
behaviour.

Colin Morrison

The course of
true love
doesn’t run
smooth …
especially if
you have to
navigate
narrow worn
stone stairs in
high heels and
a long dress on
the harbour
wall at Crail in the haar!!!

Crail Village Shops opening times, home delivery and take away arrangements
Barnett's Bakery: Mon - Sat
8am - 2pm Ph#01333 310205
Co-op hours: Mon - Sun 7am 10pm Ph#01333 450309
Dan's: Mon - Sun 9am - 5pm
Ph# 01333 451818
Green's (Temp. Hours) : Mon
- Sat 9am - 3:30pm Ph# 01333
450010 Delivery days: Tues,
Wed, Fri, Sat (call day before
or by 11am for your order)
Penman's: Mon, Tues, Thur Sat 6:30am - 3pm Wed:
6:30am - 12:30pm Ph#01333
450218 Give a call for
delivery. (East Neuk, St.
Andrews & surrounding areas)
Pharmacy: Mon, Tues, Thurs
& Fri 9am - 1pm 2pm 5:30pm Wed: 9am - 1pm
Saturday 9-1.00pm Ph#01333
450402 Can deliver to those
shielding. There are no
shortages of meds.. Not giving
Covid shots

The Smoke Fired Whole
Foods Shop Monday-Saturday
10 - 5pm Sunday Closed.
Ardross 01333 331400
info@ardrossfarm.co.uk
Order & Collect order by
phone or email by 4pm the day
before collection. The order &
collect service costs £2. Order
will be paid for over the phone
the evening before collection
Home Delivery - place your
order by phone or email by
4pm the day before delivery.
Home delivery costs £4.50.
Delivery days for Crail
Tuesday - Saturday. Order
paid for over the phone the
evening before collection.
Shell’s
Monday to Saturday 9.30am to
5.00pm
Sunday 11.00am to 5.00pm
Wednesday closed

Golf Hotel
We are discontinuing our
FRIDAY FISH NIGHT and
wish to thank everyone for
their custom, we really
appreciate it. As we are now
reopened we will not be
continuing this service.
Crail Fishbar
Crail Fishbar are open from
Wednesday through to Sunday
from 4pm until 8pm. We will
be open for take away only and
the Café will remain closed
until further notice. We will be
open for walk up orders and
telephone orders can be placed
from 2pm onwards each day.
Full Social Distancing rules
will remain and all customers
should continue to wear a
mask (unless Exempt). Take
Care everyone.

Crail Festival Putting Green
2021

Open 2- 6pm

Weekends in June & September
Daily July & August
Suggested Donation per Round: Adults £2, Child 16yrs and under £1
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Crail Food Fes�val would like to thank
everyone who supported us through
our fes�val weekend, virtual market
and events. As you can imagine, it’s
been extremely difficult this year with
the planning of a hybrid event, COVID
restric�ons and the rebranding of the
fes�val. It’s definitely been challenging
but it’s been lovely connec�ng with
some of our local businesses and
working together to create a
memorable event, especially with the
variety of anniversaries being
celebrated this year. We look forward
to seeing you all next year at our big
event in Beechwalk Park (fingers
crossed!).

TeamCammyG
Many thanks to all at Kingsbarns Distillery for
receiving us at the end of our #emfvirtualmarathon for
TeamCammyG.
The support along the way (including out training
journey) has been phenomenal.
Anster Allsorts had a dedicated run in Anster on
Tuesday 25th May adding around £600 to our total.
Many lined the streets/villages along with locals &
tourists on our way through on Sunday, cheering us on,
shaking cans and raising another £300+.
Support vehicles Michael Petrie, Sarah & Nicole. Chris
Neil and Sharon Petrie and Iain Littlejohn on the bike
are just some of the too many to mention individually.
Thanks all. Michelle & Dot
Please support #TeamCammyG
Michelle-DotJustGiving

Crail Food Fes�val would like to say a
massive thank you to all at Crail
Primary who made all those incredible
posters for the fes�val weekend and
for the beau�ful book and large
pain�ng for The Golf Hotel! It was so
lovely to have your
lovely art work
throughout our lovely
village!

We are starting a delivery service. Initially it will be
done by my wife Lisa as I try to balance the books and
feel myself into this. We are going to target Tuesday
and Friday mornings for non-urgent deliveries. We
will continue to deliver acute prescriptions on other
days when we can. If you require
delivery please get in touch
01333 450402
pharm.cp6244-crail@nhs.scot
Iain Rooney
Crail Pharmacy

Crail Museum and Heritage
Centre
We ' v e
had a
request
f o r
some
help
with
finding
information for a war-time
Crail resident, John Keeble.
Can you help? The request
comes
from
a
Dutch
correspondent, Mr Jan A. Vos.
Mr Vos is researching and
writing a book about the
liberation of an area in
Gelderland and he's keen to
learn more about a son of
Crail.
Can you please help to find an
address/photo
for
JOHN
KEEBLE?
John was the third son of of
Percy Walter Keeble and Grace
Keeble (of Crail) to be killed in

WWII. First, they lost their son
Owen Mortimer, RN, aged just
18 (Jan 1941). Then their son
Walter James, an RAF
Navigator, was killed in Mar
1945. John died in April 1945
in the province of Gelderland;
he was part of British and
Canadian operations there.
He writes:
‘My name is Jan A. Vos (1939).
I am researching and writing a
book about the Liberation of
the Veluwe (Province of
Gelderland) in which three
large Operations
(Quick
Anger; Cannonshot and Dutch
Cleanser) took place in the last
month of the Second World
War, April 1945. During these
operations, 291 British and
Canadian soldiers were killed.
One of them was John Keeble.
His parents, Percy Walter and
Grace Keeble, lived in Crail,
Fife, UK. I want to pay special
attention to their son John
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because he is the third son of
that family who was killed just
before the end of the war on the
15th April 1945. The first was
Owen Mortimer who died at
the age of 18 in January 1941
serving in the Royal Navy. The
second son was Walter James
who died as an RAF navigator
in March 1945 and the third
son is John.
In our book, the photographs
and short biographies of these
heroes are central, so not the
military operations but the
people!
Can you help us with an
address or perhaps even a
photograph of John (possibly
also of Owen and Walter)? For
every step forward, we are very
grateful.’
Any information about John or
his brothers and parents would
be most welcome. You can
either send us a message on
FaceBook
or
email
office@crailmuseum.uk

WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell
Photography by John Anderson

The sun finally came out on Friday the 29th May,
the temperature shot up – well, went to a normal
summer value – and of course, the haar came in.
At some point in the future, when climate change
has shifted the Mediterranean up to us, this will
be a blessing. But at the moment, the haar is just
a shame. More days of wet feet and wooly hats.
The silver lining is that the haar often comes in
on an easterly wind, and it can bring migrants in
that should be heading for Scandinavia. With
that in mind, Kilminning was the obvious choice
to start on the 29th. It was quiet however, with
the haar dancing in and out, promising a shaft of
sunshine, but then bringing the cloud back just
as it began to feel warm. Quiet migrant wise, but
noisy with starlings angrily shrieking as their
chicks are about to fledge – probably a few early
nests already have chicks out. You don’t see the
chicks as they hide deep in bushes for a few
days after fledging but you hear the anxious
parents reacting to every single crow (and there
are a lot of crows about).

cattle field there. A badger scurrying out of a sett
in the middle of the field. Another badger
followed it, and then another. Just as suddenly
they came back, dashing back into their hole,
one, two three. And then back out again, and
then back into the hole again. Three youngsters
daring themselves to run out into the field, in
daylight, and then getting scared, running
straight back to safety. The wind was behind
them so they didn’t notice me only a few meters
away. My dog, with the same low to the ground
eyesight, couldn’t see them but could smell them
being upwind: interested but thankfully just a
cautious interest. I hardly ever see badgers, and
then it is usually only at night, crossing the road
when the sighting is often spoilt by thoughts of
squashed badgers, so this made one of my best
ever sightings. There are badgers literally
everywhere around Crail. Hundreds of them. But
they usually keep themselves to the dark.

Sanderling
I tried Balcomie Beach where the haar had
cleared a bit. The sun was causing the beach to
steam creating a second mini-haar. Interesting in
an Icelandic sort of way but not great for
appreciating the waders: 40 or so sanderling,
20-30 ringed plover and a few dunlin. The high
Arctic bound crowd refueling on the seaweed
strewn beach. Sanderling, so white and clean in
the winter, get an interesting orangey, lichen
covered boulder look to them in the summer.
They are brilliantly camouflaged for the Arctic
tundra.

I was out checking corn buntings at Barnsmuir
on the 30th. I got excited when one popped up
out of a grass covered dyke. I expected to find a
nest but instead the reason it was skulking
around the wall, I think, was because it was
feeding on snail shell fragments from a thrush
anvil. I still think most of the corn buntings are
mate guarding at the moment – I see pairs a lot
with the male only singing when it has a good
view of the female below it. Otherwise, the male
keeps quiet and follows the female around. If
they are mate guarding then they are also laying
eggs now, and so extra calcium – hence the
snail shells - will be needed by the females.

The visibility wasn’t very good at Fife Ness.
Some Arctic terns. They will be much more
frequent now they have eggs on the May Island,
and the off duty bird will be off fishing. A flock of
six velvet scoters, all males except for one
female. Turnstones on the rocks – more of the
high Arctic bound crowd.

I checked two of the yellow wagtail nests last
week and they are still active with females on the
nest. I work this out by looking at the male’s
behaviour. They perch reasonably close to the
nest site, watching the nest area and have a
particular call they use, I assume to tell the
female that I (perceived as a potential predator)

Later, that afternoon, I was mapping fields and
corn buntings at the end of Balcomie golf course
when I saw a shape lolloping over the rise of the
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am in the area. It gives away the fact that there
is a nest on the go with a female sitting on eggs.
Once the chicks hatch you get a confirmation
that this is the case because the nest becomes
even more obvious as the parents fly back and
forth to the same bit of field with food. I am
hopeful that the other two nests (of the four in
total) are still active because when a nest fails
the pair then hangs around together all day. But
yellow wagtails can move sites between failed
nests at the scale of a kilometer or two so if this
has happened then I won’t necessarily detect
this until I refind the pair starting a new nest
somewhere else.

Canada Geese
As I walked around the perimeter of another
winter wheat field on the 30th I heard a distinctive
honking. A flock of 27 Canada geese flying over.
I watched them coming in from the Forth, after a
flight from somewhere further south, perhaps in
England, to continue over Fife straight towards
Boarhills. I lost them making an exact beeline to
the mouth of the Kenly Burn, where each
summer, a flock of 50 or more Canada geese
spend a couple of months moulting. The first
birds each year arrive too early to have bred
successfully. This flock might be failed breeders
or sub-adults that aren’t old enough to start
breeding (Canada geese usually only start
breeding in their 3rd year). Each year more and
more Canada geese seem to come to Kenly,
and they also seem to be getting earlier in their
arrival.
I had an osprey flying over Pitkierie (just north
of Kilrenny) on June 1st. Unbelievably this is
only my second osprey in the Crail patch. My
first was on the 26th August 2006, flying along
the shore at Kingsbarns Beach before cutting
the corner off to the Forth. Ospreys can be easily
seen in parts of Fife – the Eden Estuary, late
summer, is the closest place – and all over the
Highlands (although 75 years ago there was
only a single pair of ospreys breeding in
Scotland). But they are rarities here. Most
ospreys migrate from West Africa, so they fly
over Fife and each year there are a handful of
sightings of migrating birds, but always to the
west of Crail. It was great to see an osprey again
here, and it reminded me that my last osprey –
in the absence of going anywhere except my
local Crail patch in the last year – was in Liberia,
in January 2020.

Osprey
I was watching the swifts over my front garden
and the High Street last Thursday evening (the
3rd). They have finally got going and have been
screaming and chasing this week. Sadly none
have come closer than a few meters from my
swift nest boxes. One of the swifts was just
hanging in the air, soaring into the wind, high
above. Swifts don’t hang, they always keep
moving, so it wasn’t a swift. A peregrine – the
same arrowhead shape as a swift on first glance
(although not a perfect match – that would be a
hobby, a much rarer falcon). The peregrine
stayed hanging high above for several minutes,
waiting for something to pass by below, before
drifting off south over the sea. Some years I see
peregrines nearly every day, but this year it is
about once a month, so nice to have one coming
to my house.

Peregrine
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PILATES CLASSES IN CRAIL
Wednesdays from Crail Community Hall with
Judy Drew.
Pilates is a body conditioning and movement
programme suitable for all ages and abilities.
Pilates improves posture, increases mobility and
flexibility and can help with recovery from back
pain and injury.
Classes commence on Wednesday 16 June and
cost £7.50 per session.
9.15-10.15am - Intermediate Mat Class
10.30-11.30am: Beginners, Gentle Pilates Class
To book a space or for more information, please
email: jdrew1243@gmail.com

Jake the border collie was
found buried alive under a
pile of rocks. Thankfully,
some walkers heard his
desperate cries for help,
found him and called the
Scottish SPCA. Jake was
rescued, rehabilitated and
now has a loving forever
home. To see a video of this
go to https://
www.scottishspca.org/jake

East Neuk Ar�sts Show Their Work Again
Artists in the “East Neuk Open
Studios” are looking forward to
meeting the public again in the
lovely Bowhouse St Monans, on
Saturday and Sunday the 26th
and 27th of June from 10.30am to
4.30pm. Also some artists are
opening their studios –all details
are in the website at https://
www.eastneukopenstudios.org/
How have the artists coped
during the covid lockdown?
We have been showing our work
on the internet and one artist
Brad Eggleston from Kingsbarns
turned his front garden into an art
gallery. Many artists I talked to
lost their motivation at the start
of covid with all its worry and
isolation. Sheila Caldwell,
Pittenweem, told me “I had lots
of paintings ready for the open
studios exhibition last year,
which was cancelled, and I spent
my time gardening and tidying
the house during the lockdown - I
lost my inspiration.”
Others found being at home gave
them a chance to learn new
techniques and experiment.
Louise Stocker of Beach Crafts
said "Like everyone, my initial
feeling in lockdown was to panic!

However I soon began to find the
lack of distractions and relative
quiet that came with it, quite
peaceful. I found I had a lot more
time than I was used to and
signed up to several online
courses to learn new skills and
rediscover old ones! My love of
both watercolour and graphite
drawing are things which have
lain dormant for many years due
to lack of time! When the world
does eventually find normality
again, I’m determined to
remember to set time aside for
experimenting and having fun
with my art!"
Leonie Siri MacMillan said
“During the lockdowns, with no
pressing deadlines I have been
able to experiment more. My
main focus is ceramics, but when
I was ill with Covid I found
painting whales comforting. Each
whale that emerged on the board
seemed in some way to show me
a benevolent force exists . Also,
on the worst days of my illness I
was able to release my fears into
the paint. "
Dave Smith, from St Monans
said"The pandemic has meant
fewer opportunities to sell my
prints, but on the plus side, it has

given me a lot of time to sort
through the hundred thousand
plus photographs stored on my
laptop.
"When the first lockdown came
and we were restricted to one
hour exercise very locally, the
subjects for my photography
became delineated by the routes
that I walked.
"The coastal path became very
busy, so we often went to
Ruddons Point and the nearby
woods, which with the local
caravan site being closed, were
relatively devoid of other
walkers.
"We watched the changing
seasons there, and the
development of the flora and
fauna of the area, often walking
just before dusk, watching owls
hunting and sunsets filtering
through the trees. For several
weeks, trying to capture those
provided the focus for my
photography."
There will be something for
everyone at the East Neuk Open
Studio exhibition in the East
Neuk of Fife, which is the most
beautiful coastal area, at the end
of June.

Crail Community Hall - Events and Activities
If you would like to organise an event or a series of activities in the
community owned, Crail Community Hall please contact the Events
Manager at crailcommunitypartnership@gmail.com
We will comply with government issued regulations in regard to Covid-19 We
will review, government issued guidance with regard to covid-19. Where relevant
to Crail Community Hall (CCH) and activities at CCH we will follow such guidance and ensure all users also
follow such guidance.
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Bin Collection
You can find your bin collection
arrangements for your address by
consulting the web site : https://
www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar
9 June Brown bin Blue bin
16 June Grey bin
23 June Brown bin Blue bin
30 June Green bin
7 July Brown bin Blue bin

The Crail Seagull
I didn’t know this. It
really is very worrying
to think that some of
this can last up to 1,000
years.

Worship Resources:
Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Crail Parish Church
As we now in Phase 2 we are able to
accommodate about 60 persons but still
socially distanced. This means that more
people can attend worship but you should
still book a place as we still need to keep
contact numbers.
Please call Helen at 450516 or email:
crailchurchsession@gmail.com.
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open for worship at 1130
on Sundays and is also broadcasting the
services. For details of all services and the
online link required go to https://
www.eastneukepiscopal.co.uk/
Coastline Community Church,
Pittenweem Our Sunday Services will be
at 10am and 12noon. Booking is essential
http://
www.coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk/F
or urgent pastoral needs please contact
01333 312041
pastor_ccc@btinternet.comtions.

Did you know that the first computer dates back
to Adam and Eve. It was an Apple with limited
memory, just one byte. And then everything
crashed! Oh dear …….
You'll never believe it - I found some bent
coppers! I wonder if Police Scotland has an
AC12?

The post office van will
be coming to Crail:
MONDAY
1.45-3.45pm
TUESDAY
2.00-3.45pm
WEDNESDAY 1.45-3.45pm

A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is available delivered to your house for
people who have difficulty in accessing the digital issue. Please contact us (or a member of
the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall into this category. This is a service dependent on
volunteers to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes
Next meeting 28 June 2021 7.15pm
If possible this meeting may be held in the Community Hall To be confirmed
Contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for further information
nearer the date.
Yellow Lines
Despite being approved some time ago, double yellow lines have still not been put on
Shoregate and Harbour approaches. Given that the tourist season has now started, there is a
real risk of access to the Harbour being restricted by parked vehicles. Fife Council have
been asked to remedy this as a matter of urgency.
Anstruther Philharmonic Society Common Good application
The Community Council overwhelmingly voted to oppose this application. The main
reasons were that this is not a Crail organisation (although the Council recognise that some
members of the Crail community may be involved) and the costing proposals seemed
disproportionate and unclear.
Fife Business Diversity Awards
2021 are now open for
nominations.
These awards showcase the
achievements
of
people
disadvantaged by age, disability
or
circumstances
in
the
workplace, and the employers
who strive to promote Equality
and
Diversity
within
the
workforce.
If you know a business,
organisation or individual in Fife
who excels in promoting the
employment of people who face

disadvantages in the labour
market, then please take the time
to enter these important Awards.
Many of Fife's employment
service providers ensure people
who are disadvantaged in the
labour market are given the
encouragement, guidance and
support they need to find and keep
a job. Our awards give
recognition to remarkable people
who
have
undergone
an
inspirational
journey
to
employment.
Diversity and inclusion are hot
topics in business right now. Our

Crail Hospital Car Service
Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they who
provide the Hospital Car Service. It’s only when you
can’t drive because you or the car is sick, or it is too
daunting to think of standing in the cold, waiting for
a return bus from the health centre or the dentist, or
Advert/Copy Submission to Crail
Matters
The Editors are happy to accept
material for publication in a variety of
formats, but we prefer .doc, .jpg and
.pdf copy. We would urge anyone
submitting material to have regard to
efficient use of space - we cannot
guarantee to publish in original format
large adverts designed as posters. We
reserve the right to edit material.

awards acknowledge employers
in Fife who make sure people who
face disadvantage, for whatever
reason, are given the opportunity
to secure and sustain a job.
The 2021 award categories are:
• Achiever of the Year
• Employer of the Year
• Innovation Award
You can find more information on
the Fife.Gov website
Click this link for a Nomination
Form (https://bit.ly/3vLbrPT) or
you can also request one by
emailing sw.ses@fife.gov.uk.
The deadline for nomination is 30
July 2021

you need to get to Kirkcaldy hospital that you wish
for a bit of help. Maybe you’re new to Crail and
don’t know many people yet. That bit of help is there
and has been for 54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital
Car Service. If you could do with that bit of help,
call 01333 451165.

Crail Matters only works because you support it. If you
haven’t yet supported us, then please consider doing so. And if
you have, very many thanks!. Donations can be made directly to
our bank account (Crab Publishing) at:
Sort Code: 83-26-28
A/c No.: 15518709
Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We need willing
hands to help with Editing, layout and production. We also need
local reporters. If you would like to help please contact us.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2021: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter. Phone contact 01333 450082.
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