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We are very pleased to announce the publication of
‘Crail: A Pictorial Anthology’. The Anthology is
based on photographs by Colin Morrison, with
words by Crail Matters, and Poetry by Rabbie
Burns. It is published by Crail Matters, is 20 pages
A5 size, and costs £5. All profits will be returned to
the Crail Community. It will be available for sale in
Crail, at the Museum and from Dans, Shells and
the Museum in Crail and from
crailmatters@gmail.com. (for postal orders please
add postage of £1). It is also available as an ebook
from Amazon.co.uk (search term ‘Crail’)
South Kilminning – litter pick

The Bank bus is returning on a Thursday 11am 11.30am

Saturday 24th July 10:00 – 12:00
South Kilminning came under the ownership of the
Crail community in May. With lockdown easing, we
can now start making positive changes there. An
obvious place to start is to clear up the litter there
which has accumulated over the years. Rubbish at a
site contributes to less enlightened users imagining
that it is a piece of waste ground and behaving
Colin Morrison

badly. A clean up will help change people’s attitudes
to Kilminning and be a small first step on the way to
creating the rewilded nature reserve there. Please
come and help start to make Kilminning a real
wildlife area. Please bring your own gloves. We will
provide biodegradable waste bags and arrange for
uplift of the rubbish and any possible recycling.

Kirk Sale
After consultation it is best to cancel the Kirk sale as stall holders are still anxious about being out there
selling. Please watch this space as when the Covid 19 situation improves we may be able to have our lovely
Kirk Sale.
Helen

Summer Sale
Saturday 17th July 10 am – 12pm
British Legion Hall
Come and sample our Baking,
Jams and Marmalade, Garden Produce,
Plants and Flowers.
Tombola
Gifts and Books from the Museum Shop
Sanitiser supplied, but please bring a mask, your purse containing cash and a shopping bag.
We look forward to seeing you again. Next time, it might be a Coffee Morning!!
Home Wanted

Crail Premises. Respectable retired

We’ve returned after 30 years away and are renting locally,
searching for our permanent home in Crail. As a marine biologist
and garden designer/potter our perfect home would have a view of
the sea, a garden, kitchen to cook and entertain and room for a
wheel and kiln but we are happy to compromise on any of these to
be a full-time part of Crail’s community. We are cash buyers, open
to a completion date that suits the sellers and an agreed offer price
over the Home Report valuation to avoid the selling agents fees.
Please contact Mary and Mike Butler - tel 07903 631613 or email
mhbutler325@gmail.com

Professional Engineer (male) seeks premises to
rent in, or reasonably near to, Crail. My needs
are simple, but property must be on the ground
floor, have space for computer equipment, a
reasonable broadband connection, and adjacent
parking space for one car. Other than that, I am
financially reliable, quite domesticated, and
respectful of other's property.
Ian (Green) (07580)459732
ian_sd57llg@btinternet.com
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Crail Village Shops opening times, home
delivery and take away arrangements

Crail Festival Putting Green
2021

Barnett's Bakery: Mon - Sat 8am - 2pm
Ph#01333 310205
Co-op: Mon - Sun 7am - 10pm Ph#01333 450309
Dan's: Mon - Sun 7am - 7pm Ph# 01333 451818
Green's: Mon - Sat 9am - 4pm Ph# 01333
311733 Delivery days:Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat ( call
day before or by 11am for your order)
Penman's: Mon, Tues, Thur - Sat 6:30am - 4pm
Wed: 6:30am - 12:30pm Ph# 01333 450218 Give
a call for delivery. (East Neil, St. Andrews &
surrounding areas)
Pharmacy: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9am - 1pm
2pm - 5:30pm Wed: 9am - 1pm Ph#01333
450402. delivery if needed. Call the Pharmacy to
arrange.
The Smoke Fired Whole Foods Shop Mon - Sat
10a - 5pm
Shell's: Mon, Tues, Thurs - Sat 9:30 - 5pm, Sun
11 - 5 CLOSED Wed 01333 450200

Open 2- 6pm

Weekends in June & September
Daily July & August
Suggested Donation per Round: Adults £2, Child 16yrs and under £1

ATTENTION ALL BOOKWORMS
Sales of preloved
books outside
Marine Hotel
Sat 24th-Sunday
25th July
AND
Saturday 31st JulySunday 1 August
all day both days
weather permitting
I look forward to seeing regular customers and new
ones, and those whom I havent been able to thank yet
following the abrupt end of the last booksale. After
above weekends, I will take a rest from messing around
with books until hopefully I can do an indoor event or
have a table at someone else's in the autumn/winter.

Crail Fishbar Open Wednesday through to
Sunday from 4pm until 8pm. We will be open for
take away only and the Café will remain closed
until further notice. We will be open for walk up
orders and telephone orders can be placed from
2pm onwards each day. Full Social Distancing
rules will remain and all customers should
continue to wear a mask (unless Exempt). Take
Care everyone.

Crail Folk Club
At the first meeting in the Community Hall, Becky Mills played to
a sold out audience. Future meetings:
22 July
12 August
26 August
9 September
23 September
14 October
28 October
11 November
25 November
9 December

North Sea Gas
Sarah Jane Scouten
Singers Night
Hannah Rarity
Alistair Anderson & Dan Walsh
Singers Night
Anna Massie & Mairead Green
Jenn Butterworth & Laura-Beth Salter
Sarah McQuaid
Christmas party
All at 8.00pm in the Community Hall

Edinburgh International Book Festival 14-30 August
Edinburgh International Book Festival is coming up next month, and this
year it will be a combination of on-line and in-person events. The
programme includes more than 250 on-line events for adults and children,
and booking is now open via their web-site (https://
www.edbookfest.co.uk/) where you can also find out more details about
this year’s festival, and sign up for their e-bulletins to be kept informed
about what’s happening.
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seescape - Volunteer Befriending: creating

There are many more people waiting on a Volunteer
Befriender and we are looking for suitably motivated,
friendly and empathetic people who can provide this much
needed service in Fife.
Full training and support are provided, as well as the
opportunity to engage with other volunteers through regular
zoom meetings and other training events. PVG membership
is also part of the scheme.
Whilst telephone has been established as an effective method
of contact throughout the pandemic, and will continue, it is
hoped visits can take place when it is safe for face-to-face
contact to resume soon.

connections and friendships in Fife.

If you, or someone you know is interested and wants to find
out more contact Kirstie Henderson on Mainline: 01592
644979 / Ext: 2033 DD: 01592 649 883 M: 07946 288712
Email: kirstie.henderson@seescape.org.uk

People affected by visual impairments are more likely to
experience loneliness compared to the general population.
This can result in poorer health outcomes and mental health
issues.

www.seescape.org.uk facebook: seescapefife Twitter:
t@seescapefife

seescape – the leading visual impairment charity in Fife,
urgently requires Volunteer Befrienders to connect with
clients, referred for this support.

Visually impaired people already experience loneliness at
higher levels than the general population. They’re also more
likely to suffer from depression and more likely to
experience detrimental health outcomes as a result of selfisolation.

seescape works with people living with visual impairments in
Fife to enable them to live an independent life. Our
community engagement programme, offer people the
opportunity to connect with others, whether it’s through
social groups or chatting regularly with a Volunteer
Befriender.
Our telephone befriending service has provided a lifeline for
people during the pandemic, with weekly phone calls from a
Volunteer Befriender offering clients the opportunity to chat
and share interests with someone who suitably matched with
them.
seescape oversee all befriending partnerships to make sure
people involved enjoy the experience, with ongoing support
provided and regular monitoring.

DVLA issues important warning to everyone with a
driving licence in the UK
Drivers in Scotland and across the UK have been warned that
they may be overcharged for a basic car service. The Driver
and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) has warned UK
drivers to be wary of websites offering vehicle services.
The services on these websites often come with a hefty price
tag, but the DVLA offers many of them for free. These include
assisting with V5C vehicle registration and renewing a driving
license for those over 70.
Most of the copycat websites in question are legitimate and do
carry out the services they offer, but take money from drivers
who are unaware they do not need to pay for them.
As reported by the Manchester Evening News, there are
vehicle services that the DVLA already charges for but these
sites will ask for even more money. The price of renewing a
driving license directly from the DVLA is £14, but some of the
copycat sites charge as much as £60. More than 1200 UK
drivers have been contacted by the organisation regarding the
issue since January 2020.

‘services’ – which is really just passing it to the relevant body,
with no extra work involved."
If a website offering DVLA-related services doesn't have
"gov.uk" in the address bar, it's a red flag that it may charge
these. Another sign is that you are being asked for money for
something that was previously free for you - like updating
your car's log book when you move house.

MoneySavingExpert deputy editor Guy Anker said: "These
copycat sites aren’t illegal, but they dress up like legitimate
webpages, and use clever tricks to appear higher on search
engines. "They get you to fill in forms, which requires no more
work on your part than if you’d done it yourself via the official
sites, and then they overcharge you for ‘administration’ or

DVLA chief executive Julie Lennard said: "Gov.uk is the only
site where customers will find our official services, many of
which are free. "You may be charged a premium when using
other websites offering services that are not connected to
DVLA."
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell
Photography by Will Cresswell
Last Tuesday, the 6th, was a wet day, with soaking
vegetation to wade through as I visited corn bunting
territories to check on how they were progressing. Most
were sitting tight on their nests, especially in the afternoon,
with eerily quiet territories – the males, of course,
eventually giving the game away by sitting above the nests
and singing a quiet little song. I came across a grey
partridge at Oldbarns that was wetter than me. Four adult
b i r d s
exploded
out of a
spring
barley
field
a
f e w
meters in
front of
me. They
h a d
chicks,
and one
proceeded to distraction display by dragging its wings and
stumbling away. I didn’t chase it (obviously) and it became
more frantic, sprinting back and forth around me, desperate
to draw me away from the chicks. It was soaking wet
making it look even more unhappy. I moved quickly away
and the adults flew off as fast as they could. A bit later I
could hear the young calling quietly in the barley so their
parents can find them again.

snoozing with the terns. I also saw my first common
sandpiper of the year on the 8th: the first finished breeders
now heading back to West Africa like the whimbrels. If you
have ever been to an African mangrove forest you will
know that common sandpipers and whimbrels are the
signature birds of this habitat: such a contrast to the rocky
shore at Balcomie and testament to how generalist waders
are. As I scanned the shore for terns and waders I was really
pleased to see the Balcomie shelduck pair (well at least one
of them) with five, well grown, chicks. The chicks are big
enough to escape the gulls now, so another successful
breeding year.
I was just heading for home after finishing checking some
corn buntings territories when I heard a yellow wagtail
flying over
my head. I
followed it to
Balcomie
golf course. A
male,
very
b u s y
collecting
small flies from the one of the fairways. Another breeding
attempt and 4.5 km away from this year’s nearest at
Oldbarns. If they bred on the airfield last year – which I am
fairly sure they did – then 1.8 km from the nearest
previously known nest. This means that this year we have
had at least 5 yellow wagtail nests spread over 7.8 km. It all
started with just a couple of nests at Oldbarns six years ago.
It’s really encouraging for yellow wagtails to be increasing
here where they are declining in many other places.

I got home as the rain became really persistent late
afternoon. Finally dry and contemplating a cup of tea I got
a message: black redstart in the front gardens of

Another encouraging sign. Two of the oak trees we planted
in the new Bow Butts Park, next to Denburn, have survived
and are fully in leaf. I saw a chaffinch singing from one of
them
last
week. Nearly
more chaffinch
than tree, but
as we know,
large
oaks
grow
from
little acorns. In
a couple of
decades there
will
be
chaffinches nesting in them.

Pinkerton. Back on with my wet coat, a quick cycle across
Crail and five minutes later I was watching a (I think one
year old male) black redstart feeding on the wet driveways.
Black redstarts are good Crail migrants: 2 or 3 a year if I
am lucky, and the occasional long term winter resident in
Roome Bay. I have had one already this year on the
30th January. Mid-summer is unusual. They are commoner
late autumn and winter. Anyway, one of my favourites and
worth getting wet again for.

If you have been out of Crail heading to Fife Ness or the
golf courses you will have noticed that the potato field on
the north side of the road is surrounded by a big strip of
wild bird mix. When it’s first planted, the barley in the mix
come up first so it is hard to recognize, but now you can
easily see there are a mix of plants and the first wildflowers
are also coming out. The result has been quite spectacular
corn bunting wise. When the field was bare stubble in late
March a corn bunting started singing from the middle. It
disappeared in April and May as the field was ploughed and
set up for potatoes. But two weeks ago, as the wild bird mix
came into its own, making a diverse, weedy margin to the
field, three corn buntings took up residence. Two new birds
(perhaps one of them the March bird returning) started
singing from or by the field and one of the birds that has
been only in the spring barley on the other side of the road
has moved over to the potato side to start building a nest.

Surprisingly I saw only my first common terns of the year
at Balcomie on the afternoon of the 8th. Some springs they
are unusual – but never absent. And there is often a pair or
two that regularly fish at Roome Bay or Fife Ness during
the early summer. Late summer they are everywhere, as are
Arctic and sandwich terns. The common terns that day
were in a mixed flock of the three tern species, taking it
easy on the rocks at high tide. There were also a few
whimbrels about too – I am hearing one or two calling
every day now as they pass down the coast. One was
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We are seeking new trustees
Crail Museum and Heritage Centre
is seeking to appoint trustees to build the capacity and resources of the Board.
Successful candidates will work alongside the officers, fellow board
members, staff and volunteers to play a key role in our continuing development.
The Organisation
The Museum, formed over 40 years ago, provides an insight into the past life of this ancient Royal Burgh, its kirk,
seafaring tradition, Crail Golfing Society (founded in 1786 - the 7th oldest in the world) and airfield history from the
First World War until its closure in 1960 (HMS Jackdaw, Fleet Air Arm Station, HMS Bruce Boys Training School and
Joint Services School for Linguists).
About the Role
This is a voluntary position with great scope for personal and professional development. You will help us to shape the
future of our organisation. The role involves sharing responsibility for museum operations, strategy and planning,
marketing, exhibition and archive management, finance and governance.
Term of Appointment: Trustees retire annually, and may be re-elected
Location: Preferably located in the East Neuk of Fife
Time commitment: Around 10 days per year, mainly comprising; preparation for and attendance at Board Meetings,
operations and other governance and strategic activities subject to the needs of the organisation.
Skills, Knowledge and Experience
All applications are appreciated. We are keen to attract people with knowledge or experience in the following areas.
These are desirable and not exclusive:
• Leadership
• Operations management
• Tourism
• Exhibition curation and archive management
• Finance and/or planning
• Understanding of the governance of a Charity or Development Trust
Applicants should have a strong interest in East Neuk Heritage
If you would like to apply or have an informal discussion in complete confidence with a member
of the Board please contact trustee@crailmusuem.uk
Application notes: Crail Museum and Heritage Centre is an organisation committed to equal opportunities and
welcomes applications from all.
For more information please visit our website https://www.crailmuseum.uk
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Bin Collection

The Crail Seagull has its
eye on you

You can find your bin collection
arrangements for your address by
consulting the web site : https://
www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar

They’re at it again!!!
Parking in the spot
reserved for electric
vehicle charging. I’m going
to ask the Editor of this esteemed publication to
take photographs so everyone can see who does it.

14 July Grey bin
21 July Brown bin Blue bin
28 July Green bin
4 August Brown bin Blue bin
11 August Grey bin
18 August Brown bin Blue bin

Glad to see the fencing in Roome Bay was rapidly
repaired. I imagine it’s thanks to the Countryside
Trust for such prompt action.
Judging from the number of people around now,
the shops in Crail must be doing very well.
Seagulls don’t socially distance, but as I fly around
I see lots of people not bothering to. Not a good
idea I’m told.

Worship Resources:
Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate North
Crail Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk

With these light nights, you can get around a bit,
and I looked into the Community Hall on Thursday
evening. It was a meeting of the Folk Club and a
good number of very socially distanced people
were listing to a singer - very good she was too.
Good to see some social events beginning to start
up again.

Crail Parish Church
As we now in Level 1 we are able to accommodate
about 60 persons but still socially distanced. This
means that more people can attend worship but you
should still book a place as we still need to keep
contact numbers in case we have any covid. It also
means that we can now sing hymns but still with
face masks except for the 6 Choir members
email: crailchurchsessionclerk@gmail.com
Prayer group The Prayer Group will not meet on a
Thursday morning during the summer but will restart in the autumn. We will keep you updated.
Service times
From Sunday the 20th June. The Crail service will be
at 10.00 am and the St Ayle service will be at 11.30
am.

Colin Morrison

St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open for worship at 1130 on
Sundays and is also broadcasting the services.
For details of all services and the online link
required go to https://
www.eastneukepiscopal.co.uk/
Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
Our Sunday Services will be at 10am and
12noon. Booking is essential http://
www.coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk/For
urgent pastoral needs please contact 01333
312041 pastor_ccc@btinternet.comtions.

The post office van will be
coming to Crail:
MONDAY
1.45-3.45pm
TUESDAY
2.00-3.45pm
WEDNESDAY 1.45-3.45pm
A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is available delivered to your house for
people who have difficulty in accessing the digital issue. Please contact us (or a member of
the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall into this category. This is a service dependent on
volunteers to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes
Next meeting 30 August 2021 7.15pm
in the Community Hall
Contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for further information
There will be no Community Council meeting in July - the next is 30 August.

Colin
Morrison

Colin
Morrison

Crail Community Hall - Events and Activities
If you would like to organise an event or a series of activities in the
community owned, Crail Community Hall please contact the Events
Manager at crailcommunitypartnership@gmail.com
We will comply with government issued regulations in regard to Covid-19 We
will review, government issued guidance with regard to covid-19. Where
relevant to Crail Community Hall (CCH) and activities at CCH we will follow such guidance and ensure all
users also follow such guidance.
Crail Hospital Car Service

a return bus from the health centre or the dentist, or
you need to get to Kirkcaldy hospital that you wish
for a bit of help. Maybe you’re new to Crail and
don’t know many people yet. That bit of help is there
and has been for 54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital
Car Service. If you could do with that bit of help,
call 01333 451165.

Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they who
provide the Hospital Car Service. It’s only when you
can’t drive because you or the car is sick, or it is too
daunting to think of standing in the cold, waiting for
Advert/Copy Submission to Crail
Matters
The Editors are happy to accept
material for publication in a variety of
formats, but we prefer .doc, .jpg and
.pdf copy. We would urge anyone
submitting material to have regard to
efficient use of space - we cannot
guarantee to publish in original format
large adverts designed as posters. We
reserve the right to edit material.

Crail Matters only works because you support it. If you
haven’t yet supported us, then please consider doing so. And if
you have, very many thanks!. Donations can be made directly to
our bank account (Crab Publishing) at:
Sort Code: 83-26-28
A/c No.: 15518709
Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We need willing
hands to help with Editing, layout and production. We also need
local reporters. If you would like to help please contact us.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2021: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter. Phone contact 01333 450082.
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