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We are very pleased to announce the publication of
‘Crail: A Pictorial Anthology’. The Anthology is
based on photographs by Colin Morrison, with
words by Crail Matters, and Poetry by Rabbie
Burns. It is published by Crail Matters, is 20 pages
A5 size, and costs £5. All profits will be returned to
the Crail Community. It will be available for sale in
Crail, at the Museum and from Dans, Shells and
the Museum in Crail and from
crailmatters@gmail.com. (for postal orders please
add postage of £1). It is also available as an ebook
fromAmazon.co.uk (search term ‘Crail’)

Colin Morrison

WATER EFFICIENCYCALLTO PEOPLE IN
EAST NEUK OF FIFE

Residents of the East Neuk need to be aware that
Scottish Water have been issuing communications
asking people in the East Neuk of Fife to use water
efficiently and help us maintain normal supplies.

They are calling on all customers - residents and
visitors – in the Anstruther, Pittenweem, Crail, Elie,
St Monans and Lundin Links & Lower Largo area
to help protect water supplies and use water more
efficiently by:

- taking shorter showers
- turning the tap off when brushing teeth
- using washing machines and dishwashers only
when fully loaded
- and using a watering can instead of a garden hose.
Scottish Water is experiencing exceptionally high
demand for water in these areas during the warm
weather.

Demand for water has increased by about 40%, or
one million litres per day, in the East Neuk
compared with normal water usage levels at this
time of year.

Scottish Water is working hard to maintain normal
water supplies and we are tankering water in to the
local network in these areas, but we are asking all of
our customers there to help us by being more water
efficient. If residents and visitors or holidaymakers
can take some small, simple steps to reduce their
water use, they can make big contribution towards
our efforts to maintain normal supplies for
everyone.

Scottish Water posts facts, tips and activities on
social media to raise awareness about why we need
to save water and more information on saving
water is available at www.scottishwater.co.uk/
savewater.

Scottish Water will also be posting information on
Twitter (https://twitter.com/SWsoutheast/status/
1417039976672419842) and Facebook (https://
www.facebook.com/scottishwater ) today and all
this week.
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Crail Village Shops opening times, home
delivery and take away arrangements Crail Festival Putting Green

2021

Open 2- 6pm
Weekends in June & September

Daily July & August
Suggested Donation per Round: Adults £2, Child 16yrs and under £1

Barnett's Bakery: Mon - Sat 8am - 2pm
Ph#01333 310205
Co-op: Mon - Sun 7am - 10pm Ph#01333 450309
Dan's: Mon - Sun 7am - 7pm Ph# 01333 451818
Green's: Mon - Sat 9am - 4pm Ph# 01333
311733 Delivery days:Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat ( call
day before or by 11am for your order)
Penman's: Mon, Tues, Thur - Sat 6:30am - 4pm
Wed: 6:30am - 12:30pm Ph# 01333 450218 Give
a call for delivery. (East Neil, St. Andrews &
surrounding areas)
Pharmacy: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9am - 1pm
2pm - 5:30pm Wed: 9am - 1pm Ph#01333
450402. delivery if needed. Call the Pharmacy to
arrange.
The Smoke Fired Whole Foods Shop Mon - Sat
10a - 5pm
Shell's: Mon, Tues, Thurs - Sat 9:30 - 5pm, Sun
11 - 5 CLOSEDWed 01333 450200

Crail Fishbar Open Wednesday through to
Sunday from 4pm until 8pm. We will be open for
take away only and the Café will remain closed
until further notice. We will be open for walk up
orders and telephone orders can be placed from
2pm onwards each day. Full Social Distancing
rules will remain and all customers should
continue to wear a mask (unless Exempt). Take
Care everyone.

ATTENTIONALL BOOKWORMS
Sales of
preloved books
outside Marine
Hotel
Sat 24th-Sunday
25th July
AND
Saturday 31st
July-Sunday 1
August

all day both days weather permitting
I look forward to seeing regular customers and new
ones, and those whom I haven’t been able to thank
yet following the abrupt end of the last booksale.
After above weekends, I will take a rest from
messing around with books until hopefully I can do
an indoor event or have a table at someone else's in
the autumn/winter.

Edinburgh International Book Festival 14-30 August
Edinburgh International Book Festival is coming up next
month, and this year it will be a combination of on-line and
in-person events. The programme includes more than 250 on-
line events for adults and children, and booking is now open
via their web-site (https://www.edbookfest.co.uk/) where you
can also find out more details about this year’s festival, and
sign up for their e-bulletins to be kept informed about what’s
happening.

From ‘The Times’ Property Section, 23 July Link here.
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St John’s Church, Pittenweem 

2021 Summer Fayre 
Saturday 31st July 2pm - 4pm 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To be held in the garden of the Great House 
ENTRY (one way) via Marygate/Priory Gate (EXIT ONLY Cove Wynd) 

 
Come along and enjoy refreshments and stalls 

 
Covid compliant – please keep social distancing! 

 
 

• Baking 

• Plants and produce 

• Books 

• Bric-a-brac 

• Tombola 

• Water into Wine… 
 

 

3.30pm Summer Prize Draw  - 
Win £100 Cash/Restaurant/Venue vouchers! 

 
Entry £3 includes tea and cake – children under 12 go free 

- We are only able to accept cash at this event – thank you! -  
St John’s Church is a registered Scottish charity no SC010982 

This event will be cancelled if wet, or if Covid restrictions change

r e l a x

e n e r g i s e

c o m e  t r y  q i g o n g

k i n g s b a r n s v i l l a g e  h a l l

Qigong is a gentle and holistic system which supports health and well-

being through posture, flowing movement, breathing techniques, self

massage, and meditation. It has its roots in the theory of traditional Chinese

Medicine and is purported to help balance and optimise the self-healing

capacities of the body.

The benefits of regular practice include:

- increased flexibility and strength

- greater focus

- improved balance

- stress reduction

- general well-being

I would like to start regular QiGong classes in Kingsbarns to introduce some

of the fundamental Qigong postures and forms. These forms are accessible

to most people as they can be practiced standing, seated or even lying

down.

Interested?

Please get in touch with me by email: judithmalcolm@btinternet.com

Or by phone : 01334 880457

Judith Malcolm

HomeWanted
We’ve returned after 30 years away and are
renting locally, searching for our permanent
home in Crail. As a marine biologist and
garden designer/potter our perfect home would
have a view of the sea, a garden, kitchen to
cook and entertain and room for a wheel and
kiln but we are happy to compromise on any of
these to be a full-time part of Crail’s
community. We are cash buyers, open to a
completion date that suits the sellers and an
agreed offer price over the Home Report
valuation to avoid the selling agents fees.
Please contact Mary and Mike Butler - tel
07903 631613 or email
mhbutler325@gmail.com

Crail Premises. Respectable retired
Professional Engineer (male) seeks premises
to rent in, or reasonably near to, Crail. My
needs are simple, but property must be on the
ground floor, have space for computer
equipment, a reasonable broadband
connection, and adjacent parking space for one
car. Other than that, I am financially reliable,
quite domesticated, and respectful of other's
property.
Ian (Green) (07580)459732

Don’t forget you must apply for the school
clothing grant separately even if your child is
in P1-P4 and entitled to free school meals. For
more information, including a list of frequently
asked questions, and to find out if you’re
entitled, visit www.fife.gov.uk/schoolbenefits
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell

Photos John Anderson except fritillary, Will Cresswell

There is a weedy bank just behind the toilets and the swimming pool at Sauchope Caravan Park, full of
knapweed, common rock rose and some violets. And it is great for
butterflies. I found the patch following a possible dark green
fritillary. The butterfly was zooming over the spring barley field next
to Pinkerton – I was looking at a corn bunting territory there – and
disappeared towards the caravan park. I saw it well enough on the
18th to be certain – two individuals – and the first I have seen in the
Crail area. Fritillaries are difficult to see well. One of their
distinctive characteristics – making them a fritillary – is their very
rapid flight. They hardly ever stay still and are impossible to follow
because they move at a running pace over a large area. They remind

me of hummingbirds in these respects, and the way to see hummingbirds is to stake out a likely flower and
wait for them to come to you. So this is what I did. Dark green fritillaries like purple flowers so I waited by a
patch of knapweed until one got hungry and perched close by. Dark green fritillaries are fairly bright orange
(although this dulls, as with all butterflies, with age) and marked with lots of black speckles; the underwing
has a greenish tinge although this is hard to see. Quite distinctive, although in this part of Fife, any fritillary,
especially a big one by the coast is likely to be a dark green fritillary. I looked for some more in the
Pinkerton triangle and Roome Bay. Both these areas were full of meadow browns, ringlets and graylings, but
no more fritillaries. So stake out the long grass bank behind the toilets at Sauchope to see them. It’s also a
great spot too for close up views of house martins that breed under the low eaves there.

More yellow wagtails last week! A new pair in the potato field just outside of Crail on the Fife Ness road, on
the left hand side. I was pacing around the field for most of the morning on the 19th trying to work out
whether there were three or four pairs of corn buntings now nesting in the field. Corn buntings don’t
generally nest in potatoes but with the near continuous border of wild bird mix, now flowering, it seems
irresistible. I just hope the potatoes aren’t harvested in the next four weeks otherwise this apparent bounty
will turn into an ecological trap. I picked up the wagtails because the male yellow wagtail was chasing away
any corn buntings that approached a small part of the field, and then I picked up the female nearby. This
makes the eight or ninth nest this year! And to really add to this good number, I had a juvenile from a May
nest flying over, and another on the 20th at Oldbarns (again in a potato field). Days out in the fields around
Crail now have a yellow wagtail or two calling as standard. I have substituted Nigerian farmland with Crail
farmland, but the swallows, whitethroats and yellow wagtails are the same, and in a week or two when the
whinchats and tree pipits start passing, there will be even more in common.

There are lots of interesting or beautiful, or both, insects about. Six-spotted burnett
moths are now everywhere. Day flying and colourful, reliant on being distasteful
and advertising it rather than flying at night. And to our benefit, even brighter than
the thistles that they feed on.

There were some passage birds about on the
21st. Probably birds from Scotland moving
down the coast: there was no wind at all. First,
I had a female marsh harrier hunting over the airfield, then later there
was a short-eared owl reported around the Patch at Fife Ness, and at
lunchtime I then saw a juvenile cuckoo at Sypsies. I was sat down in
cover at the farm watching for any corn bunting nest feeding activity
and the cuckoo practically flew over my shoulder, in an atypically
leisurely flight. I enjoyed the
close view, usually they are
heading for cover as fast as
they can in response to
seeing a person.

As the summer progresses we start to get the exciting seabirds
turning up, heading past Crail, either south from the Arctic, or
north from southern oceans. I saw my first arctic skua of the
season on the morning of the 23rd: a dark phase bird heading
steadily down the Forth, over a flat calm sea. If there was ever to
be a top ten seabird, then a dark phase arctic skua is a strong
contender. The bird in black. But probably not appreciated so
much by sandwich terns.
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Open Spaces, West Braes, Crail

The housing company that owns
these two public open spaces in West
Braes Crescent would like to gift
them to the Crail community for all
to enjoy for perpetuity. Crail
Community Partnership has agreed to
take on the ownership of these
spaces, but we need funds to help
complete the legal asset transfer
process. We would also like to raise
funds to carry out planting and site
improvement that will enhance these
green spaces for the enjoyment of
both humans and wildlife. We want
these spaces to be owned by the Crail
community so that the community
can control how the land is used and
how it is enhanced. In order to raise
these funds Crail Community
Partnership has set up a
Crowdfunding page .

West Braes Crescent is a small estate
built to the West of Crail by a
housing company in 1972. Like
many other estates built at that time –
it was the intention that the public
open spaces, created as part of the
development, would be looked after
by the local authority and indeed the
ownership of these spaces was often
transferred to the local authority. Fife
council have maintained these areas
since the estate was built. In June
2020 the community were alerted to
the fact that ownership had not been
transferred to Fife council when a

house owner (a private property
developer) applied for planning
permission to incorporate a piece of
public open space into her garden.
The application was successful
despite many objections and it was
discovered that the private property
developer had managed to purchase
the land from the owner. The
community, concerned that this
might happen again, approached the
owner to enquire whether the other
public open spaces could be
purchased by the community for the
community and prevent any further
development of the public open
spaces. It was at this point that the
housing company communicated that
that they would like to gift two
public open spaces.

Area 1 is the strip of land to the north
side of West Braes. The Fife Coastal
Path runs along this road and many
walkers arrive or leave Crail on their
way from or to Anstruther. The Fife
Coastal Path is very popular and
attracts many visitors to Crail as well
as being very well used by the
residents of Crail. Within the area
there are 2 public benches –
providing a welcome seat for walkers
as they arrive at the Burgh. The
initial plan for this area is for it to be
mown and maintained by the
residents.

Area 2 is currently a large, grassed
rectangle which has within the last 2
years become part of Fife council’s
rewilding scheme. At the far edge of
the space there is a large hedge and
there is a small crop of low height
trees. Wildlife is increasing in the
space particularly since Fife council
has stopped cutting the grass – it now
provides food and shelter for many
garden birds and small mammals.
The plan for this space is to create a
wildflower meadow with a sweeping
path cut around and through the
space. In time and with further
funding perhaps a small fruit orchard
and seated area. As villages expand
and develop over the years it is most
important to keep these managed
wild areas. They provide sanctuaries
for wildlife and pleasant areas for
humans to enjoy.

Please help us be able to accept this
gift of green space for us to maintain
and keep for ever for Crail
inhabitants and visitors alike. Thank
you for taking the time to read this.
We would really appreciate your
support both financially and in
helping to spread the word about this
Crowdfunder. This project will only
be funded if £4,000 is pledged by
8am on 5th August 2021

To donate go to Crowdfund Online https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/open-spaces-west-braes-crail

If you would prefer not to donate online but would like to make a donation please contact Jude Gallon 07766704331, 13
West Braes Crescent, Sonja Potjewĳd 07939147150, 15 West Braes Crescent or Dennis Gowans 01333 450108.
Donation to Crail Community Partnership (SC 049189) for West Braes Open Spaces asset transfer.

Name: …………………………………………………… Amount: £
……………………………………………………

Address:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………

I would like to Gift Aid this donation to Crail Community Partnership.

Please tick this box

Signature: …………………………………………………………………………………………

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate. Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you
pay for the current tax year. Your address is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer. In order to Gift Aid this
donation you must tick the box above.

Declaration: I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current
tax year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations it is my responsibility to pay any difference.
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We are seeking new trustees
Crail Museum and Heritage Centre
is seeking to appoint trustees to build the capacity and resources of the Board.
Successful candidates will work alongside the officers, fellow board
members, staff and volunteers to play a key role in our continuing development.
The Organisation
The Museum, formed over 40 years ago, provides an insight into the past life of this ancient Royal Burgh, its kirk,
seafaring tradition, Crail Golfing Society (founded in 1786 - the 7th oldest in the world) and airfield history from the
First World War until its closure in 1960 (HMS Jackdaw, Fleet Air Arm Station, HMS Bruce Boys Training School and
Joint Services School for Linguists).
About the Role
This is a voluntary position with great scope for personal and professional development. You will help us to shape the
future of our organisation. The role involves sharing responsibility for museum operations, strategy and planning,
marketing, exhibition and archive management, finance and governance.
Term of Appointment: Trustees retire annually, and may be re-elected
Location: Preferably located in the East Neuk of Fife
Time commitment: Around 10 days per year, mainly comprising; preparation for and attendance at Board Meetings,
operations and other governance and strategic activities subject to the needs of the organisation.
Skills, Knowledge and Experience
All applications are appreciated. We are keen to attract people with knowledge or experience in the following areas.
These are desirable and not exclusive:
• Leadership
• Operations management
• Tourism
• Exhibition curation and archive management
• Finance and/or planning
• Understanding of the governance of a Charity or Development Trust
Applicants should have a strong interest in East Neuk Heritage
If you would like to apply or have an informal discussion in complete confidence with a member
of the Board please contact trustee@crailmusuem.uk
Application notes: Crail Museum and Heritage Centre is an organisation committed to equal opportunities and
welcomes applications from all.
For more information please visit our website https://www.crailmuseum.uk
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The mobile Post Office van
will be in operation Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday
afternoon.

Bin Collection
You can find your bin collection
arrangements for your address by
consulting the web site : https://
www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar

28 July Green bin
4 August Brown bin Blue bin
11 August Grey bin
18 August Brown bin Blue bin
25 August Green bin
1 September Brown bin Blue bin
8 September Grey bin

Worship Resources

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate North
Crail Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk

Crail Parish Church
We are now in phase 0 and we can accommodate
100 people so no need to book, all welcome.
email: crailchurchsessionclerk@gmail.com
Prayer group The Prayer Group will not meet on a
Thursday morning during the summer but will re-
start in the autumn. We will keep you updated.
Service times
The Crail service will be at 10.00 am and the St Ayle
service will be at 11.30 am.

St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open for worship at 1130 on
Sundays and is also broadcasting the services.
For details of all services and the online link
required go to https://
www.eastneukepiscopal.co.uk/

Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
Our Sunday Services will be at 10am and
12noon. Booking is essential http://
www.coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk/For
urgent pastoral needs please contact 01333
312041 pastor_ccc@btinternet.comtions.

A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is available delivered to your house for
people who have difficulty in accessing the digital issue. Please contact us (or a member of
the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall into this category. This is a service dependent on
volunteers to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.

The Crail Seagull has
his eye on you

Cars parking in the Electric
vehicle charging spots again
on Marketgate!! I suppose you can understand it
given the large numbers of people that are visiting
Crail and they see unused parking spaces, but its
tough on Electric vehicle owners.

Seen the piece on Crail in The Times? You may be
surprised to know that I’m a regular Times reader
(courtesy of the rubbish bin on Nethergate - thank
you to who ever dumps their newspapers there).
Well, we know its a great place to live, but so does
everyone else now. Very pleased the chippie got a
good mention - from my experience certainly as
good as the Anstruther chippie.. So, up go number

of visitors…..and up go
house prices..

Look what I saw when
I went for a wee jaunt

the other day! It looks
like a cute Teddy Bear
to me.

Take Part in the Big Butterfly Count

Butterfly Conservation’s annual Big Butterfly
Count runs from July 16th to August 8th. After a
poor Spring this year, the numbers of recorded
sightings for some species are down (https://
www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-57859345). It’s very easy
to get involved: you simply find a spot where you
want to count butterflies (and some day-flying
moths) and record how many of the different types
you see in a 15 minute period before submitting
the results. You can send in as many counts as you
want. There are identification charts,
downloadable apps and much more on the
Butterfly Conservation page: https://
bigbutterflycount.butterfly- conservation.org/



The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes

Next meeting 30 August 2021 7.15pm
in the Community Hall

Contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for further information

Crail Community Hall - Events and Activities
If you would like to organise an event or a series of activities in the
community owned, Crail Community Hall please contact the Events
Manager at Crailcommunityhall@gmail.com

We will comply with government issued regulations in regard to Covid-19 We
will review, government issued guidance with regard to covid-19. Where
relevant to Crail Community Hall (CCH) and activities at CCH we will follow such guidance and ensure all
users also follow such guidance.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2021: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter, Mary Butler. Phone contact 01333 450082.

Advert/Copy Submission to Crail
Matters

The Editors are happy to accept
material for publication in a variety of
formats, but we prefer .doc, .jpg and
.pdf copy. We would urge anyone

submitting material to have regard to
efficient use of space - we cannot

guarantee to publish in original format
large adverts designed as posters. We
reserve the right to edit material.

Crail Matters only works because you support it. If you
haven’t yet supported us, then please consider doing so. And if
you have, very many thanks!. Donations can be made directly to

our bank account (Crab Publishing) at:
Sort Code: 83-26-28
A/c No.: 15518709

Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We need willing
hands to help with Editing, layout and production. We also need

local reporters. If you would like to help please contact us.

Crail Hospital Car Service

Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they who
provide the Hospital Car Service. It’s only when you
can’t drive because you or the car is sick, or it is too
daunting to think of standing in the cold, waiting for

a return bus from the health centre or the dentist, or
you need to get to Kirkcaldy hospital that you wish
for a bit of help. Maybe you’re new to Crail and
don’t know many people yet. That bit of help is there
and has been for 54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital
Car Service. If you could do with that bit of help,
call 01333 451165.

There will be no Community Council meeting in July - the next meeting is 30 August.
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Friends of Victoria Gardens

The Friends of Victoria gardens will be meeting
for some gentle weeding and hoeing on Friday
30th July and/or Saturday 31st July and then
again on Friday 13th and/or Saturday 14th
August, all at 10am.
Any members of the public or holidaying guests
are welcome to join us.

Museum Summer Sale

Grateful thanks to all the Volunteers and to the
generous members of the public who made our sale
such a heart-warming success last Saturday, 17th
July.

Thank you for your loyal support.


