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Missing
Cat
BRUNO
is a 10
month-old
ginger cat
who has
been
missing
since 31 July, from Wormiston Garden Cottage. He is very
shy but quite large for his age. If you have seen him please
let Janet Spens know:: 01333 450965

New challenges in 2021 for Crail Rowing Club

Since Covid restrictions lifted in May, Crail Rowing Club
has enjoyed being back on the water in our St Ayles skiff,
Partan. We've welcomed a few new members and been
flexing our muscles for some new adventures.

Most recently the club took part in RowAround Scotland
2021. This relay between coastal communities in open
rowing boats has been postponed from 2020, when it was
set up to celebrate 10 years of The Scottish Coastal Rowing
Association and also shine a light on our coasts and waters.
70 member clubs are taking part and Crail joined Broughty
Ferry Boating and St Andrews Rowing Club in a
challenging row from St Andrews to Kingsbarns on
Monday 9 August. Fortunately weather and sea conditions
were favourable for the 11km stretch and the baton was
safely handed from St Andrews to Crail on Kingsbarns
beach. On the way back to St Andrews the return crew was
rewarded for their efforts by a wonderful sighting of a pod
of four dolphins swimming alongside.

Not wanting to risk a potentially dangerous row around
Fife Ness, three club members later walked the baton
onwards to Crail via the coastal path. The final leg from
Crail to Anstruther was also completed on foot, as a strong
westerly prevented us from doing the planned row on the
following Saturday. The baton was passed on to St Ayles
Rowing Club to begin the next section fromAnstruther to
North Berwick. RowAround Scotland is due to finish at
Gretna in September and you can find out more on their
website at www.rowaround.scot

One unusual and very unique task as part of this venture

Receiving the baton from St Andrews Rowing Club

Honeypot For Sale
Graham & Edna at The Honeypot Guest House & Tearoom
on High Street South will be looking to sell their business in
the early Autumn. Prior to marketing the property, they
would like to establish whether there is any interest from
Crail Matters readers, their friends or local residents who
might know someone who wishes to move to Crail and run
a lifestyle business.

As many readers will know, the business is well established
and features a daytime café, three guest bedrooms, off street
parking and a well-tended south facing sheltered garden.
The property is presented in truly walk in condition.

A sales schedule with price on application is available for
any interested parties by contacting the owners on 01333
450935 or by email info@honeypotcrail.co.uk
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Rowing out of St Andrews in convoy

Handing the baton over to St Ayles Rowing Club

Letter to the Editor

I refer to the letter in last weeks Crail Matters.
Your letter writer Leslie Bawden is sadly correct in her low
estimation of Fife Council.
Myself and John and Linda have regularly requested for -
in my case - 15 months - for Recycling Centres to be fully
opened - without discrimination and without Internet
booking.
Sadly FC ‘s SNP led administration knows best and has
ignored both your wishes and that of all Fifers.
Regarding the parked vehicles- again FC responsibility -
send any of us registration details of vehicles and we will
try to get some action through FC or Police Scotland.
Thanks for bringing this to our attention.

Cllr Bill Porteous

Crail Folk Club

A Singers' Night on Thursday 26th August 8pm in the
Community Hall. We will be using the small hall so please
enter by the rear door opposite the car park.

Always a fun night. An opportunity to come along and sing
or play or just listen. We have a very high standard of both
local and visiting performers. What can go wrong for a
couple of quid? Bring your own bottle and glass.

Our next guest night is on 9th September with Hannah
Rarity. Suffice to say that tickets are already 2/3 sold. Full
details and tickets from www.crailfolkclub.org.uk

Hannah Rarity’s sublime voice imbues the music she
performs with a depth of emotion that is inimitable. It’s this
ability that has seen her become one of Scotland’s foremost
young singers. Winner of BBC Radio Scotland Young
Traditional Musician of the Year 2018, her status as a rising
talent has been further consolidated by her Scots Singer of
the Year nomination at the 2017 Scots Trad Music Awards
and feature as ‘One to Watch in 2018’ in The Scotsman.

was to participate in a scientific research project to assess
the abundance of microplastics around the coast of

Scotland, and to also
test the use of a
rowing skiff as a
method of
microplastic
collection. This took
place just off Roome
Bay, where Partan
and her crew very
slowly trawled a
specially designed
aquatic debris net in
a straight line for
1km. Not an easy
task, rowing so
slowly in a strong
ebbing tide coupled

with a fair breeze, but we were pleased to later see the GPS
tracker had recorded a straight route south east at the
required speed of 2km per hour. A receptacle at the end of
the tapered net collected the surface water, which, along
with numerous other samples from all around Scotland's
coast, will be analysed for microplastic content by the
Scottish Association for Marine Science. We are delighted
to have contributed to their research and await the results
with great interest.

Crail Rowing Club would love to welcome more new
members, so please take a look at our website
www.crailrowingclub.weebly.com and Facebook page for
more details.

Colin Morrison

Colin Morrison
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Crail Village Shops opening times, home
delivery and take away arrangements

Barnett's Bakery: Mon - Sat 8am - 2pm
Ph#01333 310205
Co-op: Mon - Sun 7am - 10pm Ph#01333 450309
Dan's: Mon - Sun 7am - 7pm Ph# 01333 451818
Green's: Mon - Sat 9am - 4pm Ph# 01333
311733 Delivery days:Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat ( call
day before or by 11am for your order)
Penman's: Mon, Tues, Thur - Sat 6:30am - 4pm
Wed: 6:30am - 12:30pm Ph# 01333 450218 Give
a call for delivery. (East Neil, St. Andrews &
surrounding areas)
Pharmacy: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9am - 1pm
2pm - 5:30pm Wed: 9am - 1pm Ph#01333
450402. delivery if needed. Call the Pharmacy to
arrange.
The Smoke Fired Whole Foods Shop Mon - Sat
10a - 5pm
Shell's: Mon, Tues, Thurs - Sat 9:30 - 5pm, Sun
11 - 5 CLOSEDWed 01333 450200

Crail Fishbar Open Wednesday through to
Sunday from 4pm until 8pm. We will be open for
take away only and the Café will remain closed
until further notice. We will be open for walk up
orders and telephone orders can be placed from
2pm onwards each day. Full Social Distancing
rules will remain and all customers should
continue to wear a mask (unless Exempt). Take
Care everyone.

Crab Publishing and Crail
Matters will publish this
year a Crail Calendar. It
will be A4 size, 13 pages
wire bound with hanger.
Each month will feature a
different seasonally
appropriate picture of
Crail with monthly grid.
The retail price will be
£12 and will be available
in Crail shops, but for
advanced purchase we are
offering it for £10. This is
a perfect gift for family
and friends, as well as
being useful. To reserve
your discounted purchase,
please contact
crailmatters@gmail.com.

Image for illustration only
Image for illustration only

We are very pleased to announce the publication of
‘Crail: A Pictorial Anthology’. The Anthology is
based on photographs by Colin Morrison, with words
by Crail Matters, and Poetry by Rabbie Burns. It is
published by Crail Matters, is 20 pages A5 size, and
costs £5. All profits will be returned to the Crail
Community. It will be available for sale in Crail, at the
Museum and from Dans, Shells and the Museum in
Crail and from crailmatters@gmail.com. (for postal
orders please add postage of £1). It is also available as
an ebook fromAmazon.co.uk (search term ‘Crail’)
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell

Photos John Anderson

The corn bunting breeding season is drawing to a close. I checked 14 territories on the morning of the 8th and there was
only one bird singing, and then only for a few seconds. The rest were unoccupied or with adults busy with fledged chicks.
Out of the 38 territories I have monitored intensively this summer, I only have three with chicks still in the nest last week,
and all will have fledged this week. There was a “flock” of more than 18 corn buntings in the winter wheat field at Caiplie.
This was adults and fledged juveniles from at least three broods (there were four nests in this field). The oldest fledglings –
now about three weeks old looked fairly independent and were feeding on the ears of wheat. It is strange to go round the
fields and not to hear corn buntings, but it’s been over four months of singing for some males and they need a break now
to moult and regain condition before the winter. Although they haven’t been producing the eggs, or incubating them, or
feeding the chicks in most cases, as the females have been. The females must really be in need of a break. But August and
September should be kind to them, with warm weather, long days and plenty of food up until harvest and then afterwards
with stubble fields and spilt grain.

As I sat by the potato field next to the Balcomie Hotel on the 10th, checking corn bunting nests again, I saw a marsh
harrier over the airfield. It was hunting in the area all morning. Another juvenile, or perhaps the same one as on the 4th
August. Marsh harriers can linger a long time at sites as they migrate slowly southwards. Some don’t make it to Africa and
extend their stay in Europe throughout the winter. At one point the harrier headed towards Crail and made it as far as
Roome Bay. I was tempted to jump back on my bike and head for my garden to see it flying over so that I could add it to
my garden list. The madness passed thankfully, and almost immediately after the harrier headed straight back to the
airfield. I then heard a tree pipit flying over. My first for the year: they are an August flyover species that I almost always
record only on call. A final migrant of the morning was the first northern wheatear of the autumn, again distantly on the
airfield.

The 15th was a typical mid-August day, with light westerlies and no rain.
Nothing very unusual about, but still plenty to see. There was a good range
of waders along the shore at Balcomie: ringed plovers were the

commonest, perhaps as
many as 100, then half as
many dunlins, twenty
sanderling and turnstones,
and 7 knot. The usual
redshanks – with juveniles
now – oystercatchers and
curlews. A single whimbrel was
feeding on the fairway
amongst the golfers. Later at

Kilminning Castle there were
one or two common sandpipers. A forty-five minute sea watch at Fife Ness
turned up 3 great skuas, 9 manx shearwaters and my first little gull and sooty
shearwater of the year – all heading north and all far out. The usual breeders
were shuttling by: common, Arctic and sandwich terns, kittiwakes, razorbills,
guillemots and the last few puffins of the summer, and the ever present
gannets, still a few weeks away from fledging their chicks. The sea was calm
and I looked out for a minke whale – mid-August is usually the time I see
one, but not that day. There was another northern wheatear, flycatching from

the rocks at Balcomie.
We are now in passage
season again and any easterlies and rain from now to November will
bring something in.

There has been a pulse of butterflies in the last week: red admirals and
small tortoiseshells are everywhere in Crail now. Lots of moths and
hoverflies too, the dividend of a warm summer.

Balcomie Beach was again covered in waders at high tide on the 19th,
with the highest numbers of ringed plover I have ever seen there. If you
sit down at the top of the beach and wait, sooner or later a coastal
walker will come by and put them all up. The waders fly about a bit but
then come back, and more often than not, they land right in front of you.
I had sanderling, dunlin, ringed plover and knot all at just a few meters
away from me.Knot

Ringed Plover

Northern Wheatear

Dunlin
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Home Wanted
We’ve returned after 30 years away and are renting locally,
searching for our permanent home in Crail. As a marine
biologist and garden designer/potter our perfect home
would have a view of the sea, a garden, kitchen to cook and
entertain and room for a wheel and kiln but we are happy
to compromise on any of these to be a full-time part of
Crail’s community. We are cash buyers, open to a
completion date that suits the sellers and an agreed offer
price over the Home Report valuation to avoid the selling
agents fees. Please contact Mary and Mike Butler - tel
07903 631613 or email mhbutler325@gmail.com

Crail Premises. Respectable retired Professional
Engineer (male) seeks premises to rent in, or reasonably
near to, Crail. My needs are simple, but property must be
on the ground floor, have space for computer equipment,
a reasonable broadband connection, and adjacent parking
space for one car. Other than that, I am financially
reliable, quite domesticated, and respectful of other's
property.
Ian (Green) (07580)459732
ian_sd57llg@btinternet.com

Crail Community Hall - Events and Activities
If you would like to organise an
event or a series of activities in
the community owned, Crail
Community Hall please contact
the Events Manager
Crailcommunityhall@gmail.com

We will comply with government issued regulations in
regard to Covid-19 We will review, government issued
guidance with regard to covid-19. Where relevant to
Crail Community Hall (CCH) and activities at CCH we
will follow such guidance and ensure all users also
follow such guidance.

Crail Festival Putting Green
2021

Open 2- 6pm
Weekends in June & September

Daily July & August
Suggested Donation per Round: Adults £2, Child 16yrs and under £1

The Seagull Diaries: – the French Connection – zut alors!

Amongst the store of old papers I told you about, I came across a note book and diary. It’s old
and quite weather beaten and the front pages have a lot of water damage, so I can’t make out
who actually wrote it. But it must be one of my relatives, or at least someone close to my
family (because it wouldn’t be there otherwise) and it describes a French connection to the

Seagull family (not heroin smuggling –
although that comes later!!). The author seems to be someone called
‘Jim’ or ‘Tim’, I can’t make it out. He lived in France during the reign
of Louis XVI, during the early 1790s. As far as I can tell, he was in
command of the Seagull Flying Corps (Corps Volant de Mouette)
which was a part of the Gardes Françaises, the French Royal Guard.
The Corps seem to have been primarily a display team, involved in the
many spectacular entertainments held for the Royal family, and were
an especial favourite of Marie Antoinette, the wife of Louis XVI.
Clearly the Corps made an impact, because there’s a contemporary
memory of the Corps in the name of Operation Mouette, an action by
the French Army in the First Indochina war in 1953.

My ancestor describes a display they mounted at Versailles. “We began behind the Hameau de la Reine, and cruised in
formation over the lake sweeping down over the dairy and landing on the boudoir roof.’Merveilleux’ cried the Queen,
and ‘encore’with great gusto’. We did it twice more, with aplomb and to great applause!” It seems he was also
something of a spy for the Queen, and he writes about overhearing a conversation (by landing on a window ledge) by
Jeanne de Valois-Saint-Rémy about the diamond necklace the Queen was said to have ordered and not paid for. “The
Queen was greatly vexed by the whole incident. As if Her Majesty would stoop so low as to defraud the Crown’s
jewellers. I told her … ‘he’s is a cheat and a thief, and your majesty should have him arrested’This she eventually did,
and I was called in evidence”.

But life seemed to take a turn for the worse in the early 1790’s, as the revolution gained ground, and the monarchy was
imprisoned and eventually executed. My ancestor and his Corps had long gone by then, but his final break with the
Queen was triggered by a particular incident. Moving outside of the grounds of Versailles became increasingly
dangerous for members of the Corps. The san coulottes were increasingly active, and for the starving peasantry, a well-
fed gull was a real treat to eat. He complained to the Queen about this…. “Her majesty became increasingly agitated,
and cross with me for complaining about the poverty of the san coulotte. Waving her arms about, she shouted out ‘Qu'ils
mangent de la brioche, qu’ils mangent des Mouttes ’ – let them eat cake, let them eat seagulls. Well, that was too much.
‘Zut alors’ I said feeling very brave and cross, and taking my life into my hands, ‘ce n’est pas possible!!! je démissionne
de mon travail’What then follows is several lines of text I can’t decipher. He then says “I went straight back to our roof,
told the Corps what had happened, and we agreed there and then to desert and fly off.” And that seems to have marked
the end of the Corps Volant de Mouette in the French Army and the Royal Court. The next entry in his journal was 3
years later in Scotland, of which perhaps more later.

The mobile Post Office van
will be in operation Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday
afternoon.
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For further information go to: this link here.

From Rob Stevenson, a Crailer in Australia
Rob contacted Crail Matter to order a copy of the
Anthology, and sent on the following for our interest.

For the sake of "proving" my Crail credentials I have

extracted some relevant and interesting material from the

Minutes of the Crail Kirk Sessions. The first - from late

1806 through to early 1807 relate to the "enquiries" of the

Church into the identity of the father of the child born to

my 5xGreat Grandmother, Janet Lindesay/Lindsay (listed

in other entries / documents as "Domestic Servant" and

"Farm Servant", so definitely not a "Lindesay / Lindsay"

from the Big House).

Even as she sought to make her case against Alexander

Brown, he appears as the alleged Father of another

pregnant single woman of the Town. Subsequent entries
from a few years later show that Alexander was still
"active" in the town, and also that my poor dear Janet had
become pregnant again - this time "in adultery" and in a
House, which at least sounds more comfortable than in a
local garden in late November.

I've no idea - but presume I still have relatives in the area -
Janet's son, James, died a widower in Newport-on-Tay in
1885, with the informant being his daughter-in-law. His
occupation was listed as "Coachman - Domestic Servant".
so there'd not been very much family upward social
mobility by then. His daughter, Janet Brown, married
James Stewart of Elie (son of John Stewart and Euphemia
Stewart (nee Forgan - of Kilconquhar). James and Janet -
my 3xGreat Grandparents, sailed for Australia in the mid
1850s.

Exciting News for those looking for an activity on a
Monday Evening.
Coronavirus lockdown banned large gatherings,
therefore Crail Community Choir managed only a few
rehearsals at the beginning of the planned 2020
programme.
At last the time has come when all performing groups
can restart.
As director of this amazing group of singers I missed
our weekly rehearsals; not only the singing but the chit-
chat before and after and the buzz created when all the
harmonies came together to produce an enthusiastic and
convincing performance. It brings me joy and a sense of
achievement that in a small village like Crail such great
music can be rehearsed and performed. It’s a unique magic
that’s hard to replicate. Singing has many well documented
physiological benefits. The joy of music making is
undeniable and singing in a choir is not only about
communality, social cohesion and harmony but for many is
an essential source of emotional wellbeing and positive
mental health.

The good news is that we can now ‘go ahead’ to rehearse
and perform together again. Rehearsals will resume in Crail
Town Hall on a Monday evening at 7-30 starting on 27th
September where old and new singers will be most
welcome.
For further information phone Liz Arnott (450122) or
Catriona Miller (450398).
Janice Nisbet
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Christine BCCChristine Bovill
ovillC

 Christine Bovill
Saturday, 16th October 8pm BYOB

Crail Community Hall
Tickets £14

on sale 28th August 10am-1pm Golf Hotel Crail
online 29th August at crailfestival.org

Tonight you belong to me Come and try
Archery

For children 7 years and over
Saturday 16th October 

11am-3pm
Castle Grounds Crail

Tickets £5 per session
 on sale 28th Aug 10am-1pm Golf Hotel Crail
on line from 29th August at crailfestival.org

for more information go to crailfestival.org

Falconry Static Display

Saturday 16th October 11.30am-3pm
Crail Castle Grounds

Tickets £5
on sale Saturday 28th August 10am-1pm Golf Hotel Crail

on line Sunday 29th August at crailfestival.org
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Education Maintenance Allowance

Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is a weekly payment of £30 for
young people who are planning to continue in post-compulsory education
fromAugust 2021.
Eligibility
- Pupils born between 1st March 2002 and 30th September 2005 may be
eligible for an award starting in August 2021.
- Pupils born between 1st October 2005 and 28th February 2006 may be
eligible for an award starting in January 2022. Pupils eligible from January
2022 do not need to wait until January to submit their application form.
The taxable household income between April 2020 and April 2021
determines the award:
- Income of up to £24,421 (for families with a single dependant child) - £30
- Income of up to £26,884 (for families with more than one dependant child) - £30
Dependant children are all those up to the age of 16, and those over the age of 16 and up to the age of 25 if
they're in full time or higher education courses.
If there's a significant change in financial circumstances within the household since financial year 2020/21, you
may be eligible to apply for an in-year reassessment during the current academic year. This is possible where
your income for the current financial year has fallen from over £24,421 or £26,884 to within the EMA
thresholds. Any award made will be classed as provisional.
All payments are paid directly into the pupils’ bank account, normally on a fortnightly basis and you can see a
list of payment dates by clicking the EMA Payment Dates button at the top of the page.
EMA is paid in addition to other support and benefits provided by the government. No one will lose out on any
other money if the pupil's in receipt of an EMA. It won't affect the parent’s Child Benefit or any money the pupil
earns from a part-time job.
The pupil must attend all their course sessions and sign an EMA Learning Agreement with their school. This
agreement details what is expected of them in terms of attendance, coursework and progress.
If you don’t have access to a PC or mobile device with an internet connection, please contact your school for
advice on how they can help.
If you're eligible from August 2021, the application will only be backdated to the 11th of August 2021 if we
receive it by 30th September 2021. Otherwise, the EMAwill start from the date the application's received.
If you're eligible from January 2022, the application will only be backdated to 8th January 2022 if we receive
it by 28th February 2022. Otherwise, the EMAwill start from the date the application's received.
You need to complete a new application each academic year. No applications can usually be made after 31st
March each year until the application process is re-opened. However for the last 2 school years we have been
accepting applications until the end of the summer term due to the impact of the pandemic. This may change
depending on guidance from the Scottish Government.
Before you contact us, you may find it useful to view our list of frequently asked questions at the bottom of the
page. If you still need some more help, you can contact us by emailing ema@fife.gov.uk. Please include your
phone number so we can call you back.

PLEASE NOTE: The above information is only applicable to pupils attending school or being home
educated in Fife. This information is not relevant for young people attending school in England, Ireland
or Wales. If you require information regarding an EMA for attending college, please contact the college
you'll be attending.

Colin Morrison
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Vehicle Crime - relay theft

Steps you can take to make your car secure:

1. Keep your car keys safe – Use a blocking pouch (Fraday Bag). If you have a ‘keyless entry’ car then make sure
your keys are kept well away from doors and windows and keep them in a signal blocking puch

2. If possible Turn off Keyless Fob’s Wireless Signal
3. Use a Steering Wheel Lock or Car Alarm
4. Re-programme your keys especially if you buy a second hand vehicle
5. Park defensively
6. Keep your vehicle tidy, and don’t leave attractive items visible.
7. Get car windows etched
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Recent Planning Applications

Alterations and Single Storey Extension to Dwellinghouse - 8 Sauchope Crescent Crail Anstruther Fife KY10 3SW Ref.
No: 21/01881/BW | Received date: Thu 15 Jul 2021 | Status: Approved | Case Type: Scottish Building Warrant

Installation of Velux Window - 17A Westgate Crail Anstruther Fife KY10 3RE Ref. No: 21/02018/BW | Received date:
Mon 09 Aug 2021 | Status: Pending Consideration | Case Type: Scottish Building Warrant

Completion Certificate Where No Building Warrant Obtained - Submission - Alterations And Single Storey Extension To
Side And Rear Of Dwellinghouse - Mayview East Anstruther Road Crail Anstruther Fife KY10 3RL Ref. No: 21/02077/CC
| Received date: Tue 10 Aug 2021 | Status: Pending Consideration | Case Type: Scottish Building Warrant

Alterations And Conversion Of Attic To From Habitable Accommodation - 5 Osborne Terrace Crail Anstruther Fife KY10
3RR Ref. No: 21/02090/BW | Received date: Thu 12 Aug 2021 | Status: Pending Consideration | Case Type: Scottish
Building Warrant

Erection of staff accommodation including integral garage and workshop - Sauchope Caravan Park Anstruther Fife KY10
3XJ Ref. No: 21/01610/FULL | Received date: Mon 24 May 2021 | Status: Pending Decision | Case Type: Planning
Application

Request to fell trees in Crail Conservation Area Fell 3 Cherry and 1 Ash Crail Kirkyard - Marketgate North Marketgate
Crail Fife Ref. No: 21/02294/TCA | Received date: Thu 15 Jul 2021 | Status: Application Permitted - no conditions | Case
Type: Planning Application

Formation of dormer extension - 18 Nethergate Crail Anstruther Fife KY10 3TY Ref. No: 21/02499/FULL | Received
date: Mon 09 Aug 2021 | Status: Pending Consideration | Case Type: Planning Application

Listed building consent for formation of dormer extension - 18 Nethergate Crail Anstruther Fife KY10 3TY Ref. No:
21/02504/LBC | Received date: Mon 09 Aug 2021 | Status: Pending Consideration | Case Type: Planning Application
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Bin Collection
You can find your bin collection
arrangements for your address by
consulting the web site : https://
www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar

25 August Green bin
1 September Brown bin Blue bin
8 September Grey bin

Worship Resources

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate North
Crail Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Crail Parish Church
All church services are at 10.00m.
We are still using 1 metre socially distancing but have
capacity for 100 people. We still need details for test and
protect. Face coverings must be worm

All welcome.
crailchurchsession@gmail.com.
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open for worship at 1130 on
Sundays and is also broadcasting the services.
For details of all services and the online link
required go to https://
www.eastneukepiscopal.co.uk/
Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
Our Sunday Services will be at 10am and
12noon. Booking is essential http://
www.coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk/For
urgent pastoral needs please contact 01333
312041 pastor_ccc@btinternet.comtions.

A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is available delivered to your house for
people who have difficulty in accessing the digital issue. Please contact us (or a member of
the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall into this category. This is a service dependent on
volunteers to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.

The Crail Seagull has
his eye on you

I saw a large cruise liner sailing
past Fluke Dub the other night. I
was already tucked up in bed so couldn’t be bothered
taking a closer look but I spoke to the know-it-all
sparrow who assured me that all large vessels have
something called an AIS (Automatic Identification
System) which they should have switched on while
sailing, this helps to avoid collisions. This one didn’t, I
think there must be crafty cruises taking place.

Talking about cruising, did you see the fancy yacht
anchored between Pittenweem and Anstruther at the
beginning of last week? I took a wee trip out for a closer
look and saw Tom Cruise, honestly! Tom Cruise on a
cruise. At least he had the AIS on when he went past
Fluke Dub on his way to St Andrews Bay.

I don’t know if the Scottie dug can read, but here’s a
message to him. ‘I’m watching you and if you or your
silly little brother put one paw wrong, then the whole
world will know! My reach is far less parochial than
yours so have a care!’

Greg Davies



The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes

Next meeting 30 August 2021 7.15pm
in the Community Hall

Contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for further information

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2021: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter, Mary Butler. Phone contact 01333 450082.

Advert/Copy Submission to Crail
Matters

The Editors are happy to accept
material for publication in a variety of
formats, but we prefer .doc, .jpg and
.pdf copy. We would urge anyone

submitting material to have regard to
efficient use of space - we cannot

guarantee to publish in original format
large adverts designed as posters. We
reserve the right to edit material.

Crail Matters only works because you support it. If you
haven’t yet supported us, then please consider doing so. And if
you have, very many thanks!. Donations can be made directly to

our bank account (Crab Publishing) at:
Sort Code: 83-26-28
A/c No.: 15518709

Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We need willing
hands to help with Editing, layout and production. We also need
local reporters. If you would like to help please contact us.

Crail Hospital Car Service

Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they who
provide the Hospital Car Service. It’s only when you
can’t drive because you or the car is sick, or it is too
daunting to think of standing in the cold, waiting for

a return bus from the health centre or the dentist, or
you need to get to Kirkcaldy hospital that you wish
for a bit of help. Maybe you’re new to Crail and
don’t know many people yet. That bit of help is there
and has been for 54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital
Car Service. If you could do with that bit of help,
call 01333 451165.
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AGENDA
Welcome and Apologies
Minutes of meeting held on 28th June 2021

Action Summary:
Signs – Dangerous sign at West Lane and badly repaired
sign at High Street.
Flooding issues – Anstruther and St Andrews Roads – JD
to urgently obtain a response from Scottish Water/RV/FC
Village entry signs – JD
Bollards on High Street – LH
Public Toilets – closing hours – BP

Commercial bin at harbour – DJ
Big Bellied Bin – Castlewalk – PH
Parking on Double Yellow Signs on Shoregate – BP
Chairman’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
Update - Crail Community Partnership
Beechwalk Park – Blossoming tree covid reflection
Tree report & recommendations
Denburn traffic management
Primary School Playpark
Fife Councillors Reports
AOCB

Traffic light’s in and around Crail

There are a lot of complaints about 2 sets of traffic lights that affect Crail.
1. There have been a set of lights at Kenly Green for over a year now, ever since the bridge parapet was damaged.
Recently the gap between the lights has been doubled, for no apparent reason, and certainly not because of any work being
done - there is none! The result is that it takes twice as long to get through the lights. (Update - works due to begin 23
August)
2.For over a week now, there has been a 3 way traffic light system set up at the Cupar Rd junction on the road to
St.Andrews. No apparent problem and no work has been done there in the last week. It was compounded last Sunday
when the lights were jammed on red, all day. It takes some time to get through these traffic lights. (Update - removed)

Urgent requests ave been made to Fife Council and local Councillors for an explanation.


