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West Braes Crowdfunding
We did it! Thank you all very much for your support of our project, Open Spaces, West Braes Crail. Our total currently
exceeds £5,200 (which includes gift aid , cash , cheques and direct transfers too) .
We can now instruct both sets of lawyers to process the legal transfer of ownership to Crail Community Partnership. We
will keep you informed as matters proceed. Thank you for helping us acquire another green space for Crail - for wildlife,
for people, forever.
Jude Gallon, on behalf of Crail Community Partnership

Berwick Bank Wind Farm Update
SSE Renewables currently have a
major wind farm initiative in
development, Berwick Bank and Marr
Bank. These are now to be
amalgamated creating one of the
largest wind farms in the world.
When finished this site will be
capable of generating up to 4.1 GW
of clean, renewable energy;
equivalent to powering more than 5
million homes. Berwick Bank
represents a huge opportunity to
secure multi-billion investment in the
Scottish supply chain. The capital
required to deliver the project will be

5 times the Queensferry Bridge and SSE Renewables report they are
committed to engaging with the local, regional, and national supply chain to
ensure as much as possible of this spend stays in Scotland.

Peregrine falcon shot
SSPCA are appealing for information after a female
peregrine falcon was discovered on farmland at Grange
Farm near Kirkcaldy on 25 July. She was unable to fly and
was transferred to our National Wildlife Rescue Centre
where x-rays uncovered she had been shot. An undercover
Scottish SPCA special investigations unit inspector said,
“We were shocked to hear that the peregrine falcon had
been shot. “This poor bird was extremely lucky to be
spotted by the farm worker, who took immediate steps to
ensure the falcon’s welfare and survival. “The shot would
have knocked the bird out of the sky almost
instantaneously so the incident will have happened close to

the farmland the bird was found on.“Thankfully, due to the
expert avian vets we have at our National Wildlife
Hospital, the falcon has a good chance at recovery and
release back in to the wild.
“Peregrine falcons are a Schedule One listed species of
The Wildlife and Countryside Act and it is illegal to
intentionally harm or kill one of these birds.“We are
working closely with Police Scotland to establish the
circumstances around the bird’s injuries due to the use of a
firearm in the incident." If anyone has any information
about this incident please contact our confidential animal
helpline on 03000 999 999 or Police Scotland on 101,
quoting incident number 1390 of 28 July 2021.
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Crail Village Shops opening times, home
delivery and take away arrangements Crail Festival Putting Green

2021

Open 2- 6pm
Weekends in June & September

Daily July & August
Suggested Donation per Round: Adults £2, Child 16yrs and under £1

Barnett's Bakery: Mon - Sat 8am - 2pm
Ph#01333 310205
Co-op: Mon - Sun 7am - 10pm Ph#01333 450309
Dan's: Mon - Sun 7am - 7pm Ph# 01333 451818
Green's: Mon - Sat 9am - 4pm Ph# 01333
311733 Delivery days:Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat ( call
day before or by 11am for your order)
Penman's: Mon, Tues, Thur - Sat 6:30am - 4pm
Wed: 6:30am - 12:30pm Ph# 01333 450218 Give
a call for delivery. (East Neil, St. Andrews &
surrounding areas)
Pharmacy: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9am - 1pm
2pm - 5:30pm Wed: 9am - 1pm Ph#01333
450402. delivery if needed. Call the Pharmacy to
arrange.
The Smoke Fired Whole Foods Shop Mon - Sat
10a - 5pm
Shell's: Mon, Tues, Thurs - Sat 9:30 - 5pm, Sun
11 - 5 CLOSEDWed 01333 450200

Crail Fishbar Open Wednesday through to
Sunday from 4pm until 8pm. We will be open for
take away only and the Café will remain closed
until further notice. We will be open for walk up
orders and telephone orders can be placed from
2pm onwards each day. Full Social Distancing
rules will remain and all customers should
continue to wear a mask (unless Exempt). Take
Care everyone.

Edinburgh International Book Festival 14-30
August

Edinburgh International Book Festival is coming
up next month, and this year it will be a
combination of on-line and in-person events. The
programme includes more than 250 on-line events
for adults and children, and booking is now open
via their web-site (https://www.edbookfest.co.uk/)
where you can also find out more details about this
year’s festival, and sign up for their e-bulletins to
be kept informed about what’s happening.

Crab Publishing and Crail
Matters will publish this
year a Crail Calendar. It
will be A4 size, 13 pages
wire bound with hanger.
Each month will feature a
different seasonally
appropriate picture of Crail
with monthly grid. The
retail price will be £12 and
will be available in Crail
shops, but for advanced
purchase we are offering it
for £10. This is a perfect
gift for family and friends,
as well as being useful. To
reserve your discounted
purchase, please contact
crailmatters@gmail.com.Image for illustration only

Image for illustration only



3

Home Wanted
We’ve returned after 30 years away and are renting locally,
searching for our permanent home in Crail. As a marine
biologist and garden designer/potter our perfect home
would have a view of the sea, a garden, kitchen to cook and
entertain and room for a wheel and kiln but we are happy
to compromise on any of these to be a full-time part of
Crail’s community. We are cash buyers, open to a
completion date that suits the sellers and an agreed offer
price over the Home Report valuation to avoid the selling
agents fees. Please contact Mary and Mike Butler - tel
07903 631613 or email mhbutler325@gmail.com

Crail Premises. Respectable retired Professional
Engineer (male) seeks premises to rent in, or reasonably
near to, Crail. My needs are simple, but property must be
on the ground floor, have space for computer equipment,
a reasonable broadband connection, and adjacent parking
space for one car. Other than that, I am financially
reliable, quite domesticated, and respectful of other's
property.
Ian (Green) (07580)459732
ian_sd57llg@btinternet.com

We are very pleased to announce the publication of
‘Crail: A Pictorial Anthology’. The Anthology is
based on photographs by Colin Morrison, with words
by Crail Matters, and Poetry by Rabbie Burns. It is
published by Crail Matters, is 20 pages A5 size, and
costs £5. All profits will be returned to the Crail
Community. It will be available for sale in Crail, at the
Museum and from Dans, Shells and the Museum in
Crail and from crailmatters@gmail.com. (for postal
orders please add postage of £1). It is also available as
an ebook fromAmazon.co.uk (search term ‘Crail’)

Crail Community Hall - Events and Activities
If you would like to organise an
event or a series of activities in
the community owned, Crail
Community Hall please contact
the Events Manager
Crailcommunityhall@gmail.com

We will comply with government
issued regulations in regard to
Covid-19 We will review, government issued guidance
with regard to covid-19. Where relevant to Crail
Community Hall (CCH) and activities at CCH we will
follow such guidance and ensure all users also follow
such guidance.

Crail’s Fluff Ball. Basking in the evening sun at the
Castle cliffs. Wishing it a successful fledge.

Colin Morrison

Local Fife Councillors were invited to comment on last week’s editorial - Housing Provision
I was pleased to read the well reasoned and balanced comment in today’s Crail Matters. YES - increasing second home
ownership is an issue across our beautiful coastal and inland region YES - people who already own homes here have a
legal right to choose how and what to do with them YES - it would be good if in future I believe TWO things could
happen: firstly that current and future second home owners make a greater use of their homes here locally- extending
their stays and involving themselves in the Crail Community - for example through the ventures promoted via the
Charrette and now Partnership here. In the future - perhaps through East Neuk and Landward Fife becoming the next
Scottish National Park some controls on use could come in to ensure local individuals and families can purchase and live
and work here locally.
Cllr Bill Porteous
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell

Photos Will Cresswell

When you think of the East Neuk
you think of sea not fresh water:
it’s not the lake district, or even
the pond district. So there are
aren’t too many dragonflies. The
few ponds there are – mostly farm
irrigation pools – have a few late
summer, and occasionally we get
bigger migrant species over the
gardens of Crail. Dragonflies only
need water to breed in and can

hunt over dry land, nevertheless you
really need a pond nearby to have
a good chance of seeing them. I saw three species last week at the irrigation ponds
between Sypsies and Troustrie. There were two species of damselfly (smaller, thinner
bodies dragonflies). Both in electric blue and black. A common blue damselfly and a
blue-tailed damselfly. And a common darter: bright red with yellow patches on the
flanks that look like a little glowing sidelights. Dragonflies are one of the oldest
animals on the planet. Like sharks, perfectly adapted predators with no room for
evolutionary improvement for hundreds of millions of years. They still need a pond or
two though.

It has been a
month since I
added a new bird

to the Crail year list. On the 4th, it was a roseate tern: quite a special
Crail bird, and I have only seen them in 6 of the last 19 years. Roseate
terns are very rare breeders in Scotland. They used to breed in the inner
Forth in small numbers and there are one or two birds around the May
Island most summers. The best time to see them in Crail is late summer
with the arctic terns that gather in big flocks at Balcomie and
Kingsbarns after breeding. So it was again last week. I diverted from
corn bunting nest monitoring to look at the terns gathering at
Balcomie, hoping to find a roseate. I was feeling low as another late
corn bunting nest had fallen foul of potato harvesting: I watched the
pair return to their destroyed nest site just ten minutes after the tractor
had cut away all the potato vegetation. It is hard to register stunned
disbelieve from a corn bunting but it was hard not to imagine that this
is what they were feeling. Corn bunting nests must always have been instantly destroyed by herds of grazers or wildfires so corn buntings
are evolutionarily prepared for the complete habitat transformation that occurs in literally seconds with modern farming equipment.
Nevertheless, I expect it still hurts.

Anyway – the antidote to dwelling on the narrow margins between life and death that animals live by – is to sit on sunny beach and work
your way through 200 arctic terns looking for a roseate tern. The arctic terns themselves are wonderful and they were an even mix of adults
and juveniles suggesting a great breeding season. There were also a few adults and juvenile common and sandwich terns in the flock. After
about half an hour I got lucky and heard the distinctive “choo-wit” call of a roseate a few times when the flock flew up in response and
circled round in alarm as a heron went by. I couldn’t get eyes on it though. After a couple more alarm flybys I finally saw an adult roseate
amongst the arctic. The thing to look for is a black leading edge to the primaries on the upperwing –Arctic terns pretty much have unmarked
wings (very clean looking) and common terns have blackish inner primaries (and so the back of the wing). I picked up this feature and
followed the bird down to land on the rocks, conveniently next to both an Arctic and a common tern. I could go through all the features
(although the call is good enough for me for a firm identification). Long legs (Arctic have short); a very black, long bill with only red at the
very base (Arctics have short, all dark coral red bills and commons have long, brighter red bills with a black tip); a paler, nearly white
looking back (Arctic and common have slightly darker grey backs, although in the strong sunlight everything was bleaching white); and
the best feature of all, the division of black and white on the folded wing. Roseate terns have the lower half of the wing black and the top
half white, so a black and above a white line extending above the tail. Arctic terns have a greyish line with no contrast, and common terns
have the opposite pattern, lower half white and top half blackish. It is a subtle suite of characters, but they combine to make a different
looking bird to an Arctic or common tern, and the flight shape is also distinctive: more like a sandwich tern, more head than tail. But as I
have said the thing that really makes them distinctive to me is the call – so much like a spotted redshank at times that I actually double
checked a whimbrel passing through the terns just in case.

The Arctic tern flock was on the rocks just north of Balcomie Beach. They are likely to stay here for several weeks, and roseate terns in the
past that have associated with these flocks have also stayed around. So, if you feel like a find the needle in a haystack challenge, then the
opportunity is likely to be there for a while. The roseate tern was certainly still in with the big flock ofArctic terns north of Balcomie Beach
the next day. I popped down late morning for a quick look. There was more cloud cover that day and no direct sunshine although it was still
bright. This made the roseate tern look bright white among the greyer Arctic terns. So much so that you could pick it out in flight with the
naked eye. No need to look for the wing pattern. A really good feature, but not in bright sunlight as the day before. There were a few waders
on the rocks as well: 20 dunlin, 4 knot, 15 turnstone, 2 sanderling, 1 or 2 whimbrel and some ringed plover.

Blue-tailed damselfly Common blue damselfly

Common Darter



The Seagull Diaries: Queen Victoria and the Golden Seagull medal

I’ve found lots of interesting things amongst my collection of old family papers. It seems we are a
widespread family – ancestors not just in Ireland, but now I find in London. I always knew we
had Royal connections, but I didn’t realise we’d actually saved the monarchy (or at least Princess
Victoria) from embarrassment if not more, and possibly the even State!

This is the story …... my great, great, great uncle (not sure quite how many greats) lived in London, and one of his jobs
was to patrol the grounds of Buckingham Palace. Early in the morning of 14 December, 1838 he saw a young boy with a
blacked face lurking around the doors to the garden room. In his journal he says ‘I was doing a quick patrol over the
lawns, and saw a figure - what looked like a young boy with a black face - moving slowly along the side of the Palace,
and opening the Garden Room door’. He quickly called out the guard (who it turned out was commanded by my cousin
Alice’s fiancée), who searched, but found nothing. That lead to increased patrolling, and a couple of days later, the boy
was found – covered in grease, and with a pair of the royal bloomers (Princess Victoria’s!!!) stuffed down his trousers!
‘What an embarrassing shock!! I averted my eyes. That our dear Princess should be subjected to this….!!”Well, you
can imagine the fuss this caused. The boy was 14 year old Edward Jones – he was charged with theft, but managed to get
off.

But according to the papers I found, my Uncle knew something was
afoot, and he continued to be vigilant. On December 19, my Uncle saw
him again, and this time he was caught after entering from outside into
the Royal dressing room, where he was hiding under a sofa. “I just
knew he would come back, and right enough he did.”Well…… he was
charged and tried in secret (as you would
expect), and eventually ended up transported
to Australia. It made a big splash and they
even did a drawing of it for the newspapers
(see my great uncle?). The Princess was so
impressed by my Uncle that when she
became Queen she created for him ‘The

Golden Seagull medal’, a secret award that still exists. Who knows what might have happened
had my uncle not spotted the intruder? And I’ve got the medal amongst my things to prove it.
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Crail Folk Club Full details and tickets from
www.crailfolkclub.org.uk
01333 450572

Sarah Jane is a Canadian now
resident in Dumfries making her
second visit to Crail

Three-time Canadian Folk Music Award nominee, Sarah
Jane Scouten's music delivers a signature mix of vintage
folk and country music, with modern sounds and subjects.

Her fourth album "Confessions", recorded in Toronto with
veteran producer Andre Wahl, is a further exploration of
Americana sounds and song forms, ranging from indie-
pop and folk rock to gritty hints of 70's David Bowie and
T-Rex.. It wouldn't be a Sarah Jane Scouten record without
throwing in curve balls like Serge Gainbourg-inspired
"Darkside of the Moon" or the intentionally blunt yet
somehow Broadway-esque "Pneumonia." It is a collection
of revelatory songs -- a series of confessions -- which
valorize, condemn and eulogize the most important
relationships of her life to new harrowing heights.

Raised in a musical family on Bowen Island BC, where
harmony singing was more common than watching
television, Sarah Jane commits to her roots, using her
warbling voice and knack for storytelling to captivate and
transport her audiences. Sarah Jane is steeped in North
American and British folk music from years of finding
folk music at its source, from the folklorists of Vancouver
Island to old time jams in West Virginia, Sacred Harp
singing in Kentucky, the song craft of Nashville, two-
stepping in Louisiana and her Glasgow roots.

Her songs run the emotional gamut, creating a world of
characters who come alive in often haunting and equally
whimsical ballads. Like any songwriter worthy of the
name, Sarah Jane explores love with a fine-toothed comb,
but isn't limited to romantic love. Love of a place, a time,
the natural world and all its inhabitants tug at her sleeve,
which she handles with equal power to delight and break a
heart.

Colin Morrison
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Open Gardens Event - Wormiston House
Sunday 15th August 2021

We are delighted to tell you that thanks to the
generosity and kindness of the McCallum family,
The Crail Community Partnership have been
offered the opportunity to arrange a one day open
gardens on the 15th August 2021.
Admission will be by ticket only, price £6 per head.
Accompanied children free.
To help with social distancing there will be various
time slots between 09:30 and 4:30pm, with the last
entry 3pm, with a set numbers of tickets for each
slot. Please note that there will be no toilet facilities
available in the gardens. There will be directions for
parking on arrival at Wormiston House.

To purchase tickets:

Online
Ticketing will be available from 8am on Saturday
24th July 2021. Tickets purchased online can be
printed off on your own printer and should be
brought to the event.
Apply for tickets through https://
www.ticketsource.co.uk/crail-community-
partnership
By phone
If you prefer not to purchase tickets online you can

call Ticketsource on Telephone Booking Service
0333 666 3366.
This Ticketsource number is manned between 9am
and 5pm, Monday to Friday. Outside of these times
an answerphone will take a caller's message and
the call will be returned when the service next
resumes.
Tickets bought via the phone service will be posted
to your address. There is a charge of £1.75 per
transaction to cover postage etc. As tickets need to
be posted it will not be possible for tickets to be
purchased via the phone service less than 3 days
before the event.

Organised by Crail Community Partnership.

“The ongoing restoration and transformation of
this ‘pocket’ estate’s 17th-century Scot’s tower
house and gardens continues to evolve and delight.
Within the walled garden, imaginatively clipped
yew hedges enclose ‘rooms’ filled with luxuriantly
planted herbaceous borders, a productive potager
garden, wildflower meadows, an intricate box
parterre, water features and a magical shade
garden
which is
home to four
of Scotland’s
largest
Griselinia
littoralis
specimens.
In recent
years
planting has
extended
into the
wider
woodland
policies and
highlights
include a
new Nuttery
(inspired by

Sissinghurst), extensive wildflower meadows and
waterside plantings surrounding an impressively
landscaped pond.
Scotlands Garden Scheme 2020.

For further information go to: this link here.
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The mobile Post Office van
will be in operation Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday
afternoon.

Bin Collection
You can find your bin collection
arrangements for your address by
consulting the web site : https://
www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar

11 August Grey bin
18 August Brown bin Blue bin
25 August Green bin
1 September Brown bin Blue bin
8 September Grey bin

Worship Resources

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate North
Crail Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk

Crail Parish Church
All church services are at 10.00m.
We are still using 1 metre socially distancing but have
capacity for 100 people. We still need details for test and
protect. Face coverings must be worm

All welcome.
crailchurchsession@gmail.com.

St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open for worship at 1130 on
Sundays and is also broadcasting the services.
For details of all services and the online link
required go to https://
www.eastneukepiscopal.co.uk/

Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
Our Sunday Services will be at 10am and
12noon. Booking is essential http://
www.coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk/For
urgent pastoral needs please contact 01333
312041 pastor_ccc@btinternet.comtions.

A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is available delivered to your house for
people who have difficulty in accessing the digital issue. Please contact us (or a member of
the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall into this category. This is a service dependent on
volunteers to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.

The Crail Seagull has
his eye on you

Military precision vs Council casual - guess which?

Well, I’ve seen it all now! You’re not going to believe
this, just up from Fluke Dub, on the road down to the
Golf Club, was a tent on the grass verge, honestly! I’ve
heard of Wild Camping but right beside a fairly busy
road?

Did you see the programme on BBCAlba on Tuesday
night with the chap walking the coastal path? I thought
that I'd managed to photo bomb when they were filming
it on the golf course near Fluke Dub but I have been
upstaged by a Scottie dug! I'm outraged.

Friends of Victoria Gardens

The Friends of Victoria gardens will be meeting
for some gentle weeding and hoeing on Friday
13th and/or Saturday 14th August, all at 10am.
Any members of the public or holidaying guests
are welcome to join us.

Information

I am looking for information on the Crail Pottery Cat.
Richard, as I called him, has found his original owners
and I just wondered if anyone knew who they were? I
liked him very much and have lots of photos of him
that I would love to show them. I would love to catch
the owners up with the last 4 years they have missed. If
anyone has any information I would appreciate it
loads.
Thanks so much.
Emma Thomson
07713621292
emmathomson4@aol.com



The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes

Next meeting 30 August 2021 7.15pm
in the Community Hall

Contact crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for further information

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2021: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter, Mary Butler. Phone contact 01333 450082.

Advert/Copy Submission to Crail
Matters

The Editors are happy to accept
material for publication in a variety of
formats, but we prefer .doc, .jpg and
.pdf copy. We would urge anyone

submitting material to have regard to
efficient use of space - we cannot

guarantee to publish in original format
large adverts designed as posters. We
reserve the right to edit material.

Crail Matters only works because you support it. If you
haven’t yet supported us, then please consider doing so. And if
you have, very many thanks!. Donations can be made directly to

our bank account (Crab Publishing) at:
Sort Code: 83-26-28
A/c No.: 15518709

Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We need willing
hands to help with Editing, layout and production. We also need
local reporters. If you would like to help please contact us.

Crail Hospital Car Service

Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they who
provide the Hospital Car Service. It’s only when you
can’t drive because you or the car is sick, or it is too
daunting to think of standing in the cold, waiting for

a return bus from the health centre or the dentist, or
you need to get to Kirkcaldy hospital that you wish
for a bit of help. Maybe you’re new to Crail and
don’t know many people yet. That bit of help is there
and has been for 54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital
Car Service. If you could do with that bit of help,
call 01333 451165.
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Police Scotland Report to 31/07/21
Officers are well aware of recent issues with youths
attending and gaining entry to the Crail Community Hall.
The hall has been added to a local Community Patrol Matrix
for passing attention. Officers have also been made aware of
issues with fencing in the Roome Bay area and issues with
broken glass being found within the grounds of the Primary
School Park. These areas will also be added to the Patrol
Matrix for passing attention.
30 Calls to the police, consisting of various nature, Concern
for persons, assist members of the public, medical matters
and various other calls. 4 crimes recorded in this period.

Roome Bay, Castle Walk and Roome Bay Avenue
A number of residents have complained about the state of
the rewilding grass areas in Roome Bay Avenue, Roome
Bay and Castle Walk. These areas are all Fife Council
properties, and not under the control of the Community
Council. However, the Community Council have
complained about them to Fife Council, and have asked for
information on what procedures are in place to maintain the
areas.

Castle WalkRoome Bay Avenue

Roome Bay


