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Crail Folk Club

Next guest night - Thursday 23rd September 8pm
Crail Community Hall. Our guests are ALISTAIR
ANDERSON & DANWALSH

Two of the most dynamic musicians in folk music strike
sparks off each other in an exciting cross generational,
duo. With repertoire ranging from Bluegrass songs to
Northumbrian rants; from Jazzy ballads to Old Time
reels their performance combines high energy with world
class musicianship.
Alistair Anderson (Concertina & Northumbrian Pipes)
has been blazing a trail for the music of Northumberland
and beyond for close on 5 decades while Dan Walsh
(Banjo, Guitar and Vocals) is fast establishing himself as
one of the finest young performers on both sides of the
Atlantic. Both open-minded, thoughtful, musicians with
love of both the traditional and the distinctly “off the
wall,” they share a chemistry which delights audiences
and builds a very special energy on stage
"Nifty fun with bags of wow factor" FRoots
"A tangible magic" Folkwords
Full details, video clips and tickets
from www.crailfolkclub.org.uk

Jenni and
Dennis
Gowans at
the Palace of
Westminster
where Dennis
received the
British
Citizens
Award (BCA)
for
volunteering
and
Charitable
Giving. The
British
Citizen
Award is a
recognition
programme

(The People's Honours) which is held bi-annually in the
United Kingdom for individuals doing extraordinary work
in their local community. Dennis’s award is for an
individual who has extensively contributed to fund raising,
charitable giving or devoted time and energy on a
voluntary basis to a given or selection of charities in the
Royal Burgh.
The "People's Honours" was founded by Mike Faulkner,
Jacqui Wellings and Basil Preuveneers in September 2012.

In Memoriam

There will be memorial
service held for Marion
Lawrence (nee Aird) on
September 24th at 2pm at
Crail church. All are
invited. Please email me at
katilawrence@gmail.com
or phone me on 01333
450400 if you'd like to
attend so that we have an
idea of numbers for
catering.

Kati Lawrence

Measures taken to reduce unprecedented pressure on
healthcare services

NHS Fife has taken the difficult decision to postpone all
non-urgent surgical procedures and some outpatient

appointments to help reduce the unprecedented pressures
on healthcare provision in the Kingdom and protect

urgent care and cancer services. Patients affected will be
contacted directly to advise of the postponement. Those
who are not contacted should attend their appointment as

arranged. (continued page 5)
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Honeypot For Sale
Graham & Edna at The Honeypot Guest
House & Tearoom on High Street South
will be looking to sell their business in
the early Autumn. Prior to marketing the
property, they would like to establish
whether there is any interest from Crail
Matters readers, their friends or local
residents who might know someone who
wishes to move to Crail and run a
lifestyle business.

As many readers will know, the business
is well established and features a
daytime café, three guest bedrooms, off
street parking and a well-tended south
facing sheltered garden. The property is
presented in truly walk in condition.

A sales schedule with price on
application is available for any
interested parties by contacting the
owners on 01333 450935 or by email
info@honeypotcrail.co.uk

Goods abandoned

These abandoned household items have
been on the Hight Street for several
weeks, and have been reported to Fife
Council. At the time of writing, these
have not been removed. Are they yours?
Please remove them. Do you know
whose they are? Then please report

Well Behaved Dogs Welcome

Please be aware that there was an incident
at West Sands Beach last week when a
guillemot was taken from the water by
two dogs. We are currently seeing a
number of seals and weak birds along the
shoreline, please keep dogs under close
control when walking on beaches.
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Crail Village Shops opening times, home
delivery and take away arrangements

Barnett's Bakery: Mon - Sat 8am - 2pm
Ph#01333 310205
Co-op: Mon - Sun 7am - 10pm Ph#01333 450309
Dan's: Mon - Sun 7am - 7pm Ph# 01333 451818
Green's: Mon - Sat 9am - 4pm Ph# 01333
450010 Delivery days:Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat ( call
day before or by 11am for your order)
Penman's: Mon, Tues, Thur - Sat 6:30am - 4pm
Wed: 6:30am - 12:30pm Ph# 01333 450218 Give
a call for delivery. (East Neil, St. Andrews &
surrounding areas)
Pharmacy: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9am - 1pm
2pm - 5:30pm Wed: 9am - 1pm Ph#01333
450402. delivery if needed. Call the Pharmacy to
arrange.
The Smoke Fired Whole Foods Shop Mon - Sat
10a - 5pm
Shell's: Mon, Tues, Thurs - Sat 9:30 - 5pm, Sun
11 - 5 CLOSEDWed 01333 450200
Crail Fishbar Open Wednesday through to
Sunday from 4pm until 8pm. We will be open for
take away only and the Café will reman closed
until further notice. We will be open for walk up
orders and telephone orders can be placed from
2pm onwards each day. Full Social Distancing
rules will remain and all customers should
continue to wear a mask (unless Exempt). Take
Care everyone.

Crab Publishing and Crail
Matters will publish this
year a Crail Calendar. It
will be A4 size, 13 pages
wire bound with hanger.
Each month will feature a
different seasonally
appropriate picture of
Crail with monthly grid.
The retail price will be
£12 and will be available
in Crail shops, but for
advanced purchase we are
offering it for £10. This is
a perfect gift for family
and friends, as well as
being useful. To reserve
your discounted purchase,
please contact
crailmatters@gmail.com.

Image for illustration only
Image for illustration only

Crail Christmas Cards
Crail Matters are producing 2 packs of 5 Christmas cards.
One set is images of Crail (with a seasons greeting), the
other images of birds in Crail (taken by John Anderson);
the inside of all are blank. Each pack of 5 cards will cost
£8-10, and we will make them available from Crail outlets,
and also by contacting crailmatters@gmail.com.

Crail Matters apologise to Greens for printing the
incorrect phone number for contact. The correct number

is 01333 450010
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NO WILD CRAIL THIS WEEK

Kilminning update

Over the last couple of weeks we have had two incidents of illegal camping at Kilminning with fly tipping and industrial
scale littering. The padlock securing the barrier that prevents caravans from being taken on to the site has been cut away,
with the barrier itself being damaged to do this. Two caravans, four vehicles and 9 people were in residence last Monday.
The Police were called and they visited the campers on Tuesday morning, but with no effect. On Wednesday we started
the scheduled placing of soil to create permanent barriers to prevent this type of illegal access (the current rock barriers
having proved ineffective). The threat of removal of the access – so that the caravans would have not been able to leave
the site – resulted in the site being vacated within 30 minutes of the second load of soil. The departure involved a lot of
abuse and intimidation for the people putting the soil in place, and we are very grateful for their fortitude in getting the job
done under unacceptable conditions. A huge mess has been left behind, but the site is now unoccupied again. The soil
barriers have now partly been put in place, and we hope to finish the work next week, sculpting the piles into neater banks
ready for them to be planted with willows and wild flowers. Easy vehicle access to most of the site will then be
permanently prevented, with the last access point being closed by installing a gate sometime during the winter. Pedestrian
access from the main car park on the shore will remain, and parking at the site is still fully accessible, unless you have a
caravan or intentions to park or fly tip out of sight. We will clear up the rubbish by wheel barrowing it out to a skip we
will hire over the next week or two. There is a large amount of human waste that is now scattered through the site which
the weather will remove, but this will take a few weeks to rot away. In the meantime watch you step: if only dirty campers
at Kilminning cleaned up behind them like dog walkers.

The transformation of Kilminning into a beautiful, local nature reserve will take time, and hopefully even the thought of
anyone illegal camping at the site will seem remote in a few years. One thing is clear though after the events of this week.
The fact that Kilminning is under Crail community ownership meant that we were able to act quickly and effectively to
solve the problem at the site. Illegal camping at the site has been a problem for decades. Hopefully we are now sending a
clear message of our zero tolerance of it, which will reduce the number of people trying it in the future.

Crail Community Partnership.
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State of Dragonflies 2021
The British Dragonfly Society has just
released its State of Dragonflies 2021
report, which can be downloaded from
their web site: https://british-
dragonflies.org.uk/recording/state-of-
dragonflies-2021/
Although it covers the whole of Britain, Andrea Hudspeth (who
moderates the Scottish Group on Facebook) picked out the
following highlights:
• All Emerald species are stable in Britain and Ireland. There's a
7% increase in Northern Emerald in Scotland, but this could be
related to increased surveyor effort.
• Northern Damselfly numbers are stable.
• Azure Hawker numbers are stable.
• Common Hawker, Black Darter and Emerald Damselfly have
all decreased
as a whole, but their numbers remain stable in Scotland.
• Emperor Dragonfly has increased as a whole by a whopping
56%, with a
6% increase in Scotland, so we can expect to see this species in
more sites
hopefully.
• Hairy Dragonfly is up by 4% in Scotland.
• Southern Hawker is up by 13% in Scotland.
• Azure Damselfly is up by 19% in Scotland.
• Keeled Skimmer is up by 6% in Scotland.
Noting that Dragonflies are increasing in Britain and Ireland,
overall, thereby bucking the trend seen for many other
Invertebrates. 19 resident or regular migrants have increased by
41% since 1970, while 5 species have decreased by 11%.
It is also worth pointing out that the Banded Demoiselle
Damselfly, first spotted in Fife in Augsut 2020 (and reported
here in Crail Matters) has continued to extend its territory
northwards, with several reports up as far as Morton Lochs.

Wanted!!!!Mature student (male) looking for Maths
and physics tutor.
I am studying for a set of vocational engineering
exams and need some help with the above subjects.
If you are keen I can send a couple of past papers to
let you see the curriculum.Yes…everyone was right -
I should have paid more attention at school !!!!!
fog2ky1015@gmail.com

Reduction of Services NHS Fife

NHS Fife has taken the difficult
decision postpone all non-urgent
surgical procedures and some
outpatient appointments to help
reduce the unprecedented
pressures on healthcare
provision in the Kingdom and
protect urgent care and cancer services.

Over the recent months healthcare services in Fife
have come under increasing strain due to a sustained
and significant rise in the number of patients requiring
care for both Covid-related and non-Covid related
conditions.

Presentations to the Emergency Department at the
Victoria Hospital over the summer months have far
exceeded what would be expected during the busy
winter months, with the service recording five of its
six highest daily attendances since records began.

With the prevalence of Covid and community
transmission remaining high it is likely to lead to a
further increase in the number of hospitalisations over
the coming weeks, and it is necessary to act now to
help safeguard urgent care and cancer services.

NHS Fife is taking the following steps:

Postpone all non-urgent surgical procedures –
emergency procedures, trauma and cancer procedures
will continue including individuals that require surgery
within 12 weeks

Postpone some non-urgent outpatient appointments –
patients affected will be contacted directly to advise of
the postponement. Those who are not contacted should
attend their appointment as arranged.

Increased hospital footprint for Covid patient care –
clinical areas will be redefined and utilised to support
the care of patients with Covid and optimise our
clinical space.

Visiting restrictions to continue – limited to one named
individual.

Staff redeployment programme – to areas of clinical
priority.

Patient Complaints - will continue to be acknowledged
and registered, however compliant investigation and
formal responses will be suspended at this time.

These steps will not only reduce community
transmission and result in fewer people becoming
unwell, but it will also reduce the number of those
requiring care in our hospitals and help alleviate the
significant strain on healthcare services across Fife.
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Steps down to beach from Roome Bay
Park

The steps second from the end down to the
Beach at Roome Bay are seriously decayed,
and dangerous Users should exercise
caution in using them, or take an alternative
route.

Rocks at Roome Bay

Falconry Static Display

Saturday 16th October 11.30am-3pm
Crail Castle Grounds

Tickets £5
on sale Saturday 28th August 10am-1pm Golf Hotel Crail

on line Sunday 29th August at crailfestival.org
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HomeWanted
We’ve returned after 30 years away and are renting
locally, searching for our permanent home in Crail. As
a marine biologist and garden designer/potter our
perfect home would have a view of the sea, a garden,
kitchen to cook and entertain and room for a wheel and
kiln but we are happy to compromise on any of these to
be a full-time part of Crail’s community. We are cash
buyers, open to a completion date that suits the sellers
and an agreed offer price over the Home Report
valuation to avoid the selling agents fees. Please
contact Mary and Mike Butler - tel 07903 631613 or
email mhbutler325@gmail.com

Crail Premises. Respectable retired Professional
Engineer (male) seeks premises to rent in, or
reasonably near to, Crail. My needs are simple, but
property must be on the ground floor, have space for
computer equipment, a reasonable broadband
connection, and adjacent parking space for one car.
Other than that, I am financially reliable, quite
domesticated, and respectful of other's property.
Ian (Green) (07580)459732
ian_sd57llg@btinternet.com

Crail Community Hall - Events and Activities
If you would like to organise an
event or a series of activities in
the community owned, Crail
Community Hall please contact
the Events Manager

Crailcommunityhall@gmail.com

We will comply with government issued regulations in
regard to Covid-19 We will review, government issued
guidance with regard to covid-19. Where relevant to
Crail Community Hall (CCH) and activities at CCH we
will follow such guidance and ensure all users also
follow such guidance.

The mobile Post Office van will be in
operation Monday, Tuesday and

Wednesday afternoon.

Report Fly tipping
Please use this form to report Flytipping (https://

www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/DumbDumpers) , or call 0300
777 2292.

The details will be passed to the relevant enforcement agency.
Please do not interfere with waste material as it may be

hazardous or potentially be used as evidence.

Come and try
Archery

For children 7 years and over
Saturday 16th October 

11am-3pm
Castle Grounds Crail

Tickets £5 per session
 on sale 28th Aug 10am-1pm Golf Hotel Crail
on line from 29th August at crailfestival.org

for more information go to crailfestival.org

NEW SEASON BEGINS ON
27th SEPTEMBER

CRAILTOWN HALLAT
7.30pm

Simon Anetts
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Storm in Anstruther!
Storm, a ten metre tall ‘goddess of the sea’, emerged from
the deep to encourage us all to celebrate our seas, care for
our coastlines and empower us all to put the environment
first. The giant puppet named Storm wowed onlookers as
it made its way down the seafront in Anstruther last
Sunday aided by eight puppeteers.
Two years in the making, STORM is a new feat of
mechanical mastery created in response to the climate
crisis by the formidable puppeteering duo Symon
Macintyre and Kim Bergsagel. Made from entirely
recycled materials, by the Edinburgh-based visual theatre
company Vision Mechanics, which says she spreads a
message of care for the world’s oceans and coastlines -
Storm’s eyes are the colour of oyster shells, her hair thick
strands of kelp, her voice the chorus of the waves. She
began her journey as part of Celtic Connections’ inaugural
Coastal Connections Day in January 2020, as one of the
first events to mark Scotland’s official year of Coasts and
Waters 2020. Now, following a break as a result of the
pandemic, Storm has
returned to amaze
adults and children
alike.
If you missed the
event in Anstruther,
#STORM is coming
to #Dundee later this
month! Scotland's
largest puppet will
awaken and will
roam the city's streets
on 26 September in
an event hosted by
Sustainable Dundee!
More details are to be
announced soon.

CRAILHOSPITALCAR SERVICE
As a result of increased demand for the Hospital Car
Service we are very much in need of more volunteer
drivers to help us out.
If you feel that you could spare a few hours now and again
to drive someone to their doctor’s appointment or to a local
hospital please get in touch with me.
Please phone me, Peter Salkeld, on 01333 451165 and I’ll
happily explain what’s involved. Alternatively, just mail
me with your number and I’ll get back to you. My email
address is peterjsalkeld@gmail.com.
We hope you can help us to continue the very valuable
service we offer the community of Crail.

Lumsden Monument - Conservation Work
Tree Felling

Further to prior notices, the conservation work on the
Lumsden Monument will be commencing soon. Part of the
preparation is removal of 4 trees which either overhang or
interfere with the monument. These trees (A, B, C & D in
the diagram) will be removed next week.
This work has been approved by Fife Council planning.
Once felled the wood and chips will remain in the wild area
in Beech Walk Park to encourage natural development.
Crail Preservation Society

We are looking to expand the fitness class offer at Crail
Community Hall in addition to the very successful Pilates
classes that are run by Judy Drew every Wednesday.
Anybody who is qualified and would like to run their own
fitness classes at Crail Community Hall can contact
crailcommunityhall@gmail.com
to discuss further details. Please feel free to spread the

Pre-historic forest Colin Morrison

Coln Morrison
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Colin Morrison
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How to Give a Cat a Pill

1. Position right forefinger and thumb on
either side of cat’s mouth and gently apply
pressure to cheeks while holding pill in right
hand.As cat opens mouth, pop pill into mouth.
Allow cat to close mouth and swallow.
2. Retrieve pill from floor and cat from behind
sofa.
3. Cradle cat in left arm and repeat process.
4. Retrieve cat from bedroom, and throw
soggy pill away.
5. Take new pill from foil wrap, cradle cat in
left arm, holding rear paws tightly with left
hand. Force jaws open and push pill to back of
mouth with right forefinger. Hold mouth shut
for a count of ten.
6. Retrieve pill from goldfish bowl and cat
from top of wardrobe.

7. Call spouse in from the garden. Kneel on
floor with cat wedged firmly between
knees, hold front and rear paws. Ignore low
growls emitted by cat. Get spouse to hold
head firmly with one hand while forcing
wooden ruler into mouth. Drop pill down
ruler and rub cat's throat vigorously.
8. Retrieve cat from curtain rail.
9. Make note to buy new ruler and repair
curtains. Carefully sweep shattered
figurines and vases from hearth and set to
one side for gluing later.
10. Get another pill from foil wrap. Wrap
cat in large towel and get spouse to lie on
cat with head just visible from below
armpit. Put pill in end of drinking straw,
force mouth open with pencil and blow
down drinking straw.
11. Check label to make sure pill not
harmful to humans and drink one beer to
take taste away. Apply plaster to spouse's
forearm and remove blood from carpet
with cold water and soap.
12. Retrieve cat from neighbour's shed.
13. Get another pill. Open another beer.
Place cat in cupboard and close door onto
neck, to leave head showing. Force mouth
open with dessert spoon. Flick pill down
throat with elastic band.
14. Fetch screwdriver from garage and put
cupboard door back on hinges. Drink beer.
Fetch bottle of scotch. Pour shot, drink.
Apply cold compress to cheek and check
records for date of last tetanus jab. Apply
whisky compress to cheek to disinfect.
Toss back another shot. Throw tee-shirt
away and fetch new one from bedroom.
15. Call fire brigade to retrieve the damn
cat from the top of the tree across the road.
Apologise to neighbour who crashed into
fence while swerving to avoid cat.
16. Take last pill from foil wrap. Using
heavy-duty pruning gloves from shed, tie
the little *&#%^'s front paws to rear paws
with gar-den twine and bind tightly to leg
of dining table. Push pill into mouth
followed by large piece of fillet steak. Be
rough about it. Hold head vertically and
pour two pints of water down throat to
wash pill down.
17. Consume remainder of scotch. Get
spouse to drive you to A&E. Sit quietly
while doctor stitches fingers and forearm
and removes pill remnants from right eye.
Call furniture shop on way home to order
new table.
18. Arrange for Cats Protection to collect
mutant cat from hell and call local pet shop
to see if they have any hamsters.
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Bin Collection
You can find your bin collection
arrangements for your address by
consulting the web site : https://
www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar

15 September Brown bin, Blue bin
22 September Green bin
29 September Brown bin, Blue bin
6 October Grey bin
13 October Brown bin, Blue bin
20 October Green bin
27 October Brown bin, Blue bin

Worship Resources

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate North
Crail Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Crail Parish Church
All church services are at 10.00m.
We are still using 1 metre socially distancing but have
capacity for 100 people. We still need details for test and
protect. Face coverings must be worm

All welcome.
crailchurchsession@gmail.com.
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open for worship at 1130 on
Sundays and is also broadcasting the services.
For details of all services and the online link
required go to https://
www.eastneukepiscopal.co.uk/
Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
Our Sunday Services will be at 10am and
12noon. Booking is essential http://
www.coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk/For
urgent pastoral needs please contact 01333
312041 pastor_ccc@btinternet.comtions.

A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is available delivered to your house for
people who have difficulty in accessing the digital issue. Please contact us (or a member of
the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall into this category. This is a service dependent on
volunteers to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.

The Crail Seagull has
his eye on you

Fantastic weather. Just lovely out
at Fluke Dub these sunny days.
Still lots of people about too and it’s good to see people
enjoying themselves in Crail. I heard an elderly couple
saying how the place hadn’t changed since when they
first came here - that’s nice.

But am I imagining things, or are there more than usual
empty houses this year? There’s no less rubbush being
dumped around the bins (why don’t they take it with
them?) so I suppose that’s one indicator of residence.

I wear my mask in public for three
reasons:
1. Humility - I don’t know if I have COVID as it is
clear that people can spread the disease before they have
symptoms.

2. Kindness - I don’t know if he person I am near has a
child battling cancer, or cares for their elderly mum. While
I might be fine, they might not.

3. Community - I want my community to thrive,
businesses to stay open, employees to stay healthy.
Keeping a lid on COVID helps us all.



The Royal Burgh of Crail
and District

Community Council Notes

Next meeting 27
September 2021 7.15pm
in the Community Hall

Contact:
crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for

further information

There is currently a vacancy on the Community
Council.

If you are interested in serving your community by
joining the Council, please contact
crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for further
information. We would be delighted to hear from
anyone interested, but we would particularly like to
extend an invitation to members of our community who
might have recently moved to Crail, or younger
residents. The minimum age for membership is 16
years, and you must be a resident of Crail, and be
named on the electoral register for Crail. There is
provision for people younger than 16 to patticipate.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2021: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter, Mary Butler. Phone contact 01333 450082.

Advert/Copy Submission to Crail
Matters

The Editors are happy to accept
material for publication in a variety of
formats, but we prefer .doc, .jpg and
.pdf copy. We would urge anyone

submitting material to have regard to
efficient use of space - we cannot

guarantee to publish in original format
large adverts designed as posters. We
reserve the right to edit material.

Crail Matters only works because you support it. If you
haven’t yet supported us, then please consider doing so. And if
you have, very many thanks!. Donations can be made directly to

our bank account (Crab Publishing) at:
Sort Code: 83-26-28
A/c No.: 15518709

Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We need willing
hands to help with Editing, layout and production. We also need

local reporters. If you would like to help please contact us.

Crail Hospital Car Service

Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they who
provide the Hospital Car Service. It’s only when you
can’t drive because you or the car is sick, or it is too
daunting to think of standing in the cold, waiting for

a return bus from the health centre or the dentist, or
you need to get to Kirkcaldy hospital that you wish
for a bit of help. Maybe you’re new to Crail and
don’t know many people yet. That bit of help is there
and has been for 54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital
Car Service. If you could do with that bit of help,
call 01333 451165.
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For further information go to: this link here.

To order contact crailmatters@gmail.com, or go to Dans,
Shells or The Museum


