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Crail Folk Club

Next guest night - Thursday 23rd September 8pm
Crail Community Hall. Our guests are ALISTAIR
ANDERSON & DANWALSH

Two of the most dynamic musicians in folk music strike
sparks off each other in an exciting cross generational,
duo. With repertoire ranging from Bluegrass songs to
Northumbrian rants; from Jazzy ballads to Old Time
reels their performance combines high energy with world
class musicianship.
Alistair Anderson (Concertina & Northumbrian Pipes)
has been blazing a trail for the music of Northumberland
and beyond for close on 5 decades while Dan Walsh
(Banjo, Guitar and Vocals) is fast establishing himself as
one of the finest young performers on both sides of the
Atlantic. Both open-minded, thoughtful, musicians with
love of both the traditional and the distinctly “off the
wall,” they share a chemistry which delights audiences
and builds a very special energy on stage
"Nifty fun with bags of wow factor" FRoots
"A tangible magic" Folkwords
Full details, video clips and tickets
from www.crailfolkclub.org.uk

In Memoriam

There will be memorial
service held for Marion
Lawrence (nee Aird) on
September 24th at 2pm at
Crail church. All are
invited. Please email me at
katilawrence@gmail.com
or phone me on 01333
450400 if you'd like to
attend so that we have an
idea of numbers for
catering.

Kati Lawrence

Mess at Caiplie

Sheila Partington Sheila Partington
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Crail Village Shops opening times, home
delivery and take away arrangements

Barnett's Bakery: Mon - Sat 8am - 2pm
Ph#01333 310205
Co-op: Mon - Sun 7am - 10pm Ph#01333 450309
Dan's: Mon - Sun 7am - 7pm Ph# 01333 451818
Green's: Mon - Sat 9am - 4pm Ph# 01333
450010 Delivery days:Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat ( call
day before or by 11am for your order)
Penman's: Mon, Tues, Thur - Sat 6:30am - 4pm
Wed: 6:30am - 12:30pm Ph# 01333 450218 Give
a call for delivery. (East Neil, St. Andrews &
surrounding areas)
Pharmacy: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9am - 1pm
2pm - 5:30pm Wed: 9am - 1pm Ph#01333
450402. delivery if needed. Call the Pharmacy to
arrange.
The Smoke Fired Whole Foods Shop Mon - Sat
10a - 5pm
Shell's: Mon, Tues, Thurs - Sat 9:30 - 5pm, Sun
11 - 5 CLOSEDWed 01333 450200
Crail Fishbar Open Wednesday through to
Sunday from 4pm until 8pm. We will be open for
take away only and the Café will reman closed
until further notice. We will be open for walk up
orders and telephone orders can be placed from
2pm onwards each day. Full Social Distancing
rules will remain and all customers should
continue to wear a mask (unless Exempt). Take
Care everyone.

Crab Publishing and Crail
Matters will publish this
year a Crail Calendar. It
will be A4 size, 13 pages
wire bound with hanger.
Each month will feature a
different seasonally
appropriate picture of
Crail with monthly grid.
The retail price will be
£12 and will be available
in Crail shops, but for
advanced purchase we are
offering it for £10. This is
a perfect gift for family
and friends, as well as
being useful. To reserve
your discounted purchase,
please contact
crailmatters@gmail.com.

Image for illustration only
Image for illustration only

Crail Christmas Cards
Crail Matters are producing 2 packs of 5 Christmas cards.
One set is images of Crail (with a seasons greeting), the
other images of birds in Crail (taken by John Anderson);
the inside of all are blank. Each pack of 5 cards will cost
£8-10, and we will make them available from Crail outlets,
and also by contacting crailmatters@gmail.com.

Crail Matters apologise to Greens for printing the
incorrect phone number for contact. The correct number

is 01333 450010
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell, Photographs by John Anderson

Therewas a big passage ofmeadowpipits along the coast and overCrail
heading west (although eventually south) last week. The windwas back
in the west so it was Britishmigrants only.Meadow pipits are one of the
commonest breeding birds in Britain with perhaps three million birds
moving south each autumn.Themain breeding range is themirror of the
main wintering range. The Scottish Highlands and Islands empty of
them and the southern and eastern counties of England fill with them.
They call continuously as they go, a thin “tsip-tsip”, so you always know
it is a flock of meadow pipits. It’s hard to know just how many are
migrating – the flocks moving directly along the shore at treetop height
are always very noticeable, but if you look out to sea there are many,
much less conspicuous, following the coast too, but low over thewaves.

I have been checking the beaches at Balcomie and Sauchope diligently
for the last couple of weeks hoping for a ruff. It’s peak passage time for
them through Crail and they have become more reliable, with them
turning up at this time in the last four years. I finally saw a couple on the
11th, but not on the beach. I know full well that ruff aremore like golden
plover in their habitat choice – they like wet fields and pasture as much
as the shore – but had absentlymindedly forgotten it again this year. The
two birds were in a flock of herring gulls, picking their way along the
furrows of a newly drilled field.The gulls flewup as I cycled past the big
field next to Pinkerton (that had up to six corn bunting nests in it only six
week ago) and I saw the two ruff with them. They circled round but
wouldn’t come back down, finally heading off over Crail (and my
garden!). I was spared the angst ofwonderingwhether I can count a bird
that would have been seen frommy garden (if I was in it), but seen from
elsewhere, because I already have seen ruff a couple of times from my
house while sea watching. If I decide to relax this rule then there are a
few species I can add (white-tailed eagle, Balearic shearwater, whinchat

for example).
I will see how
desperate I get
to add new
g a r d e n
species as the
years go
o n … T h e
great thing
about a
competition
where you are

the only
participant is that you might as well make up your own rules to suit.

Seeing the ruff ended a bit of a famine period for migrants. It has
remained very quiet the last week. Kilminning and the Patch seem
almost empty of birds except goldfinches and swallows. I have also been
checking the waders at Balcomie every day. Still lots of dunlin, with
smaller numbers of ringed plover, sanderling and turnstone, but nothing
more unusual. And the last few sea watches haven’t turned up a single
shearwater or skua. There were only three pale bellied brent geese past
Balcomie on the 11th and lots of sandwich terns. The other tern species
have more or less gone although there should be small numbers about
through until October. Another migrant on the 11th, though, was a

juvenilemarsh harrier. I picked up a large raptor beingmobbed by crows
overWormiston House: it just looked a bit wrong for a buzzard, all dark
and lanky. I cycled after it and refound it hunting over the fields at
Randerston, its harrier shape and golden crown obvious even at a
distance. It has been my best year for marsh harriers around Crail - I
must be up to seven or eight for the year now. A few winter migrants
have also perhaps started to arrive, although covertly. I have seen a few
robins scrapping and there have been a couple of small flocks of
blackbirds at northKilminning suggesting that some of them are already
here for the winter.

The end of last week was still fairly quiet with warm days and little
wind. There were still lots of guillemots along the shore, and more and
more are turning up inland and dead on beaches. It does look like amass
mortality is occurring at the moment. Guillemots are susceptible to
starvation, but usually coincident with storms making visibility to see
fish and fishing generally difficult for them. The North Sea has been
fairly calm for the last sixweeks so it is a bit of amystery at themoment.
On a brighter
note, there was a
steady passage of
r e d - t h r o a t e d
divers into the
Forth– one or
two past every
ten minutes.
There were also
four northern
wheatears at
Balcomie Beach
on the 12th, the
highest number this autumn. In a good period this can be as high as
20-30, but perhaps it is the start.

I changed my mind
about the guillemots and
razorbills that have been
close inshore the last
couple of weeks last
Wednesday. I don’t think
they are in trouble. Quite
the reverse, they are
here in such large
numbers because there are lots of fish about. I was out at the Eden
estuary on the 14th with a class, teaching them to count (birds –
obviously they can count in general), when I noticed that the river was
full of auks. As the students practiced counting the oystercatchers, I
counted over 2,500 razorbills and about 500 guillemots packed into the
Eden, along a few hundredmeters from themouth at Outhead.My heart
was sinking imagining that this was some massive wreck of starving
birds when I saw that most of themwere feeding vigorously, almost in a
frenzy, with lots of herring gulls, sandwich and arctic terns, and red-
throated divers in attendance, all also feeding vigorously. Not a wake,
but a party. Lots of happy auks and after about an hour they swamout of
the river, back into St Andrews Bay. And so the dead auks that are

White-tailed eagle

Northern Wheatear

Razorbill
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turning up on the beach are probably the inevitable collateral of
very large numbers of birds in one placewherewe can see them.
Juvenile mortality, in particular, is always high, for all bird
species, and if guillemots and razorbills are normally in the
North Sea at this time, thenwewouldn’t see the deaths.Anyway,
just a theory, but all those auks looked like they were fine. And
quite a spectacle too.With a supporting cast of a couple ofwhite-
tailed eagles loafing on the mud behind, and a little tern fishing
in the foreground.

There was a hint of some migrants at Fife Ness on the morning
of the 15th. I stopped at Craighead because I saw a chiffchaff in
one of the ash trees. Always a good sign. So I stayed a few
minutes and sure enough a spotted flycatcher appeared. I then
found a garden warbler at lower Kilminning, again frequenting
the elder bushes by the newly rebuilt bench. A couple of
whimbrels were on the shore at Sauchope to finish. But overall
the weather is too good. The easterlies too light, and too little

rain. A
f i n e ,
w a r m
autumn
so far,
great for
migrants
to head
off and
past, but
not to
stop.Whimbrel

Colin Morrison
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Honeypot For Sale
Graham & Edna at The Honeypot Guest
House & Tearoom on High Street South
will be looking to sell their business in
the early Autumn. Prior to marketing the
property, they would like to establish
whether there is any interest from Crail
Matters readers, their friends or local
residents who might know someone who
wishes to move to Crail and run a
lifestyle business.

As many readers will know, the business
is well established and features a
daytime café, three guest bedrooms, off
street parking and a well-tended south
facing sheltered garden. The property is
presented in truly walk in condition.

A sales schedule with price on
application is available for any
interested parties by contacting the
owners on 01333 450935 or by email
info@honeypotcrail.co.uk

Roome Bay fencing made safe

CRAIL HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE
As a result of increased demand for the Hospital Car
Service we are very much in need of more volunteer
drivers to help us out.
If you feel that you could spare a few hours now and again
to drive someone to their doctor’s appointment or to a local
hospital please get in touch with me.
Please phone me, Peter Salkeld, on 01333 451165 and I’ll
happily explain what’s involved. Alternatively, just mail
me with your number and I’ll get back to you. My email
address is peterjsalkeld@gmail.com.
We hope you can help us to continue the very valuable
service we offer the community of Crail.

Road closure 11/10 -
19/10

Junction Bowling Green
Place and St Andrews
Road to allow Scottish

Power to undertake repair
work
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Wanted!!!! Mature student (male) looking for Maths
and physics tutor.
I am studying for a set of vocational engineering
exams and need some help with the above subjects.
If you are keen I can send a couple of past papers to
let you see the curriculum.Yes…everyone was right -
I should have paid more attention at school !!!!!
fog2ky1015@gmail.com

Fond Memories of Crail
I have been coming to Crail for 25 years to my husband, Tom Wardrop’s
Caravan beneath the Coastguard Station at Fife Ness Point. That will
make me a ‘Newby’ and a ‘Grockel’ (the Cornish term for a holiday
maker!), but Tom’s family has had a caravan here since 1949. Even in my
short time coming here, there have been lots of changes, some of which I
would like to share with you readers as they have given me much
pleasure.
The area surrounding our caravan is a haven for wild life of all sorts. It is
a Twitcher’s paradise and the sighting of the small, shy deer is a sheer
delight.
Many people will dislike the haar but I love it (for a day or two anyway!).
I can sit out in it, reading my book, without getting sunburnt; damp, yes
but not burned. An endearing memory is of Professor Derry Jeffers, who
lived in the cottage known as the ‘piggery’, walking his cat around the golf course. Mrs Cat followed him every day.
The former Coastguard Station is now a state of the art private dwelling with magnificent views out to sea and beyond.
When it was still an operational station, we had no need of an alarm clock. The natural rhythms of the day were punctuated
by the ‘change of shift’ at 7am and 7pm. We miss this.
The road to Crail from Fife Ness point holds its own delights (excluding the poor road surface!). On one occasion, when
my young daughter and I were walking into Crail, a calf wandered over to the fence, unafraid of these humans who were
trying to stroke her. All of a sudden, the entire herd were nuzzling the fence – my daughter thought that this was amazing
but as a mother, I was concerned about the strength of the fence and a possible stampede.
A recent TV programme on ‘Yesterday’ about the former airfield gave us an insight into its importance as a Naval Pilot
Training Camp called H.M.S. Jackdaw. Here was where pilots were specially trained in order to sink the Bismarck. Who
would have thought it, looking at the area now?
I remember the old farm by the Balcomie Hotel which is now the Balcomie housing complex.A reminder of its farming link
is the lovely sight of sheep grazing in the field opposite the beautiful Denburn Woods.
Many of the shops and businesses have either changed or disappeared altogether. The one I miss the most isAird’s gift shop.
It was an Aladdin’s Cave where you could buy anything. Another treasure was The Beehive. I remember when there was a
café in the back room which was a smoker’s paradise back then. How things have changed. Richardson’s and Wardrop’s
garages have been replaced by small housing complexes, so sympathetically designed that you would think they had been
there forever.
Others of you reading this will have many more, and different memories of Crail and Fife Ness. Certainly, both are beautiful
and interesting locations. Visitors, walker and Twitchers alike stop to soak up natural, timeless beauty and its tidal moods.
I hope my trip down memory lane has sparked some fond memories for you as readers of Crail Matters. Thank you for
reading mine.

Yvonne Bowen-Davies

Falconry Static Display

Saturday 16th October 11.30am-3pm
Crail Castle Grounds

Tickets £5
on sale Saturday 28th August 10am-1pm Golf Hotel Crail

on line Sunday 29th August at crailfestival.org
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Home Wanted
We’ve returned after 30 years away and are renting
locally, searching for our permanent home in Crail. As
a marine biologist and garden designer/potter our
perfect home would have a view of the sea, a garden,
kitchen to cook and entertain and room for a wheel and
kiln but we are happy to compromise on any of these to
be a full-time part of Crail’s community. We are cash
buyers, open to a completion date that suits the sellers
and an agreed offer price over the Home Report
valuation to avoid the selling agents fees. Please
contact Mary and Mike Butler - tel 07903 631613 or
email mhbutler325@gmail.com

Crail Premises. Respectable retired Professional
Engineer (male) seeks premises to rent in, or
reasonably near to, Crail. My needs are simple, but
property must be on the ground floor, have space for
computer equipment, a reasonable broadband
connection, and adjacent parking space for one car.
Other than that, I am financially reliable, quite
domesticated, and respectful of other's property.
Ian (Green) (07580)459732
ian_sd57llg@btinternet.com

Crail Community Hall - Events and Activities
If you would like to organise an
event or a series of activities in
the community owned, Crail
Community Hall please contact
the Events Manager
Crailcommunityhall@gmail.com

We will comply with government issued regulations in
regard to Covid-19 We will review, government issued
guidance with regard to covid-19. Where relevant to
Crail Community Hall (CCH) and activities at CCH we
will follow such guidance and ensure all users also
follow such guidance.

The mobile Post Office van will be in
operation Monday, Tuesday and

Wednesday afternoon.

Report Fly tipping
Please use this form to report Flytipping (https://

www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/DumbDumpers) , or call 0300
777 2292.

The details will be passed to the relevant enforcement agency.
Please do not interfere with waste material as it may be

hazardous or potentially be used as evidence.

Come and try
Archery

For children 7 years and over
Saturday 16th October 

11am-3pm
Castle Grounds Crail

Tickets £5 per session
 on sale 28th Aug 10am-1pm Golf Hotel Crail
on line from 29th August at crailfestival.org

for more information go to crailfestival.org

Update Kenly Bridge

Fife Council have informed the Community Council that works has progressed
well at Kenly bridge where the majority of works is now complete, excluding
the damaged section of stone. Unfortunately the contractor has informed the
Council that their supplier will not be able to deliver the replacement stone
until Friday 17th September 2021 and there will therefore be no site activities
this week. It has been stressed to the contractor the importance of completing
this works by the 24th September 2021 and they have assured the Council that
if the stone is delivered by the 17th they should be fully complete on site before
the 24th, allowing for the traffic lights to be permanently lifted in advance of the
Dunhill Links.

To ensure public safety
against the exposed edge,
the lights will remain
operational until
completion of the works.

Fife Council wish to
apologise for any
inconvenience this may
cause.
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We are looking to expand the fitness class offer at Crail
Community Hall in addition to the very successful Pilates
classes that are run by Judy Drew every Wednesday.
Anybody who is qualified and would like to run their own
fitness classes at Crail Community Hall can contact
crailcommunityhall@gmail.com
to discuss further details. Please feel free to spread the
word.

Seagull Diaries continued…… Don Felippe and
Freiheit!!!

1937
23 June. Madrid. I called in on Ernest Hemingway looking
for advice – met outside Restaurante Botín. We walked up
Calle de Cuchilleros to the Plaza Mayor. Sat at Pepe’s
tables. Ernest had a wine, and I had some water. Ernest
suggested I contact Ludwig Renn, Leader of the Thälmann
Battalion of the XII International brigade. They needed
airborne support, and he thought I’d be welcomed. Will do.
1 July. Torrelodones. Met Renn in HQ. Ernest’s
introduction worked well. Joined XII International
Brigade. A few British soldiers, but Thälmann Battalion
mostly German. Earnest was right – fine body of men.
Ludwig seemed pleased to see me and asked if I shared my
families writing abilities. ‘How did you know?’ I asked. He
said the Seagull family were famous in left wing German
circles. Gave me 2 tasks – undertake surveillance missions
over Nationalist lines and help produce marching song for
Battalion. To be based in HQ Torrelodones.
4 July. Torrelodones. Recce over Las Rozas and on to
Navalcarnero. Large concentrations of Nationalist troops.
5 July. Torrelodones. Recce of Nationalist HQ
Navalcarnero
6 July. Torrelodones. Brunete occupied..
12 July. Brunete. Nationalist counterattack Brunete – we
held.
18 July. Brunete. Julian Bell killed driving ambulance.
Great loss. Song nearly finished.
24 July. Brunete. Major artillery attack. Withdrawal.
1 August. Madrid. Exhausted.
5 August. Madrid. Met Ernst Busch. Talked about Battle of
Brunete and showed him Freedom song. He undertook to
translate it into German.
7 August. Madrid. Went to El Escorial to visit Julian – so
sad.

This is an extract from Don Felippe’s diary. In all, the diary
covers between 1936-1938 mainly about events in Spain –
there are odd pages later, but he seems not to have kept a
systematic diary after 1938. Don Felippe seems to have
been a relative on my father’s side, something of a wastrel
by all accounts, who took off to Europe. His name was
Phillip, but it seems he adopted a Spanish name at some
point on his travels I imagine when he ended up in Spain
during the Civil War. His diary doesn’t make it clear how
he got to Spain (or indeed why). It is odd that he seems on
such good terms with Ernest Hemingway, It is tempting to
speculate that there was some connection between Don
Felippe and Hemingway’s last book, The Old Man and the
Sea but that seems unlikely, and there is no record of any
contact with Don Felippe in any of Heningway’s
biographies or even his papers.

My father sometimes spoke about him – with admiration
– and he seems to have been one of the Seagull family
who had seen heavy action, in his case against the Franco
forces in Spain. From the diary extract above, Don
Felippe seems to have been present at the battle of
Brunete. This battle, to the west of Madrid, proved to be
very costly for the Republicans with very many
casualties but in the end was largely inconclusive.
Felippe talks of joining the XII International Brigade, not
the XV Brigade in which the British Battalion served
(Viva la Quince Brigada of course commemorates the
actions of this Brigade) but perhaps that was the result of
Hemingway’s influence arising from his admiration of
the Thälmann Battalion. Don Felippe clearly survived
because he references meeting Ernst Busch in Madrid in
early August which also supports his affiliation with the
Thälmann Battalion.

Amongst the various papers I have, there is a illustrated
typed song sheet that I assume dates from then, and from
the collaboration he implies with Julian Bell. Bell, who
was the son of Clive and Venessa Bell was a noted
English poet, and Felippe went to visit him in El Escorial
after his injury – he died there not long after this visit.
The song is called Freiheit (Freedom) song of the
International Brigade in the Spanish Civil War against
Facism. I think this must be what Ludwig Renn was
talking about when he asked Don Felippe to produce a
marching song. It is of course the famous marching song
of the International Brigade made famous by Ernst
Busch.

Spaniens Himmel
breitet seine

Sterne
Über unsre

Schützengraben
aus;

Und der Morgen
grüßt schon aus

der Ferne,
Bald geht es zum

neuen Kampf
hinaus.
Chorus

Die Heimat ist
weit,

Doch wir sind
bereit,

Wir kämpfen und
siegen für dich:

Freiheit!

Tucked into the diary is a letter from Pete Seeger. It’s
dated 4 August, but not sure year (but probably around
the 1960’s). He asks Don Felippe’s children if he can
have his permission to sing the song at a concert. He
wanted to sing it with ‘Viva La Quince Brigada’ in
commemoration of the men who fought in the
International Brigades. It looks like they agreed, because
Freiheit became one of Pete Seeger’s most popular songs.

If you are interested in the Spanish Civil War, the special
Issue on ‘Fifers in the Spanish Civil War’ published by
Crail Matters has now been published by Crab Press and

is available as an ebook on Amazon.co.uk - go to
Amazon.co.uk and then enter search term ‘Fifers in the

Spanish Civil War’ - price £3.00.
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Spot the difference!!

To order contact crailmatters@gmail.com, or go to
Dans, Shells or The Museum

Share your animal story and help Scotland's animals

Scottish Animal Week is an opportunity for you to
celebrate the animals who have been there when you
needed them the most and get the chance to win some
great prizes. We would love to hear about the important
role your pet plays in your life or how your pet helped
you through lockdown. For information go to:https://
www.scottishspca.org/animalweek
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According to ‘Amateur Photographer’,
with new inspiration sometimes hard to
find, many will be pleased to know that
the UK has seven of the top 20 most
picturesque hiking routes on Instagram
– more than any other country.
The West Highland Way in Scotland is
the UK’s most popular trail with 1,180
photos per mile, more than twice the
amount for Tour du Mont Blanc in the
French Alps. Other UK hiking trails in
the top 20 include the South Downs
Way (10th globally), the Thames Path
(12th), and the Fife Coastal Path
(15th).
The research, conducted by outdoors
sports and outdoor shoe specialists
Zalando, analysed nearly five million
Instagram hashtags from the world’s
most famous hiking trails. The data
revealed the Inca Trail in Peru to be the
world’s most picturesque, followed by
Spain’s Camino de Santiago and the
Refugio Frey and Cerro Catedral trail in
Argentina.
Heather Morning, Mountain Safety
Advisor with Mountaineering
Scotland, says: “The dramatic
landscapes, wildlife and flora, ease of
access (particularly on the West
Highland Way), human history and
unrivalled right to roam laws make
Scotland a top place to visit.
“There has been a massive increase in
the numbers of people enjoying the
Scottish mountains and countryside, as
would be expected with Covid-19 and
the associated difficulties travelling
abroad. The rise of the ‘staycation’ is
certainly very evident. When
lockdown was lifted last summer,
Scottish Mountain Rescue saw a 35%
increase in the number of call-outs,
compared to the same period in the
previous year.
“When hiking, it’s important to be
respectful and considerate to others
and the environment. Solid preparation
is also vital. We’ve just launched an
initiative called ‘Sofa 2 Summit’,
which is a free online resource for
those who are new to the hills. It’s a
great place for people to start when
planning their adventures.”

Most Photographed Hiking Trails
World Wide.
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Bin Collection
You can find your bin collection
arrangements for your address by
consulting the web site : https://
www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar

22 September Green bin
29 September Brown bin, Blue bin
6 October Grey bin
13 October Brown bin, Blue bin
20 October Green bin
27 October Brown bin, Blue bin

Worship Resources

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate North
Crail Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk

Crail Parish Church
All church services are at 10.00m.
We are still using 1 metre socially distancing but have
capacity for 100 people. We still need details for test and
protect. Face coverings must be wormAll welcome.
crailchurchsession@gmail.com.

St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open for worship at 1130 on
Sundays and is also broadcasting the services.
For details of all services and the online link
required go to:
https://eastneuk-episcopal.co.uk

Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
Our Sunday Services will be at 10am and
12noon. Booking is essential http://
www.coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk/For
urgent pastoral needs please contact 01333
312041 pastor_ccc@btinternet.com

A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is available delivered to your house for
people who have difficulty in accessing the digital issue. Please contact us (or a member of
the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall into this category. This is a service dependent on
volunteers to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.

The Crail Seagull has
his eye on you

Would you believe I’ve seen the
first advertisement for
Christmas!! I was rooting around in one of the bins for
something to eat and saw an advert from something
called Joules saying 100 days to Christmas!!

Another near miss at Denburn. If you see any bad
driving, or feel the current situation is wrong, write to
the Community Council - I have. Dumped Fridge and
stuff still outside Co-op when I last looked.

I wear my mask in public for three
reasons:
1. Humility - I don’t know if I have COVID as it is
clear that people can spread the disease before they have
symptoms.

2. Kindness - I don’t know if he person I am near has a
child battling cancer, or cares for their elderly mum. While
I might be fine, they might not.

3. Community - I want my community to thrive,
businesses to stay open, employees to stay healthy.
Keeping a lid on COVID helps us all.



The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes

Next meeting 27 September 2021 7.15pm
in the Community Hall

Contact: crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for further information

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2021: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter, Mary Butler. Phone contact 01333 450082.

Advert/Copy Submission to Crail
Matters

The Editors are happy to accept
material for publication in a variety of
formats, but we prefer .doc, .jpg and
.pdf copy. We would urge anyone

submitting material to have regard to
efficient use of space - we cannot

guarantee to publish in original format
large adverts designed as posters. We
reserve the right to edit material.

Crail Matters only works because you support it. If you
haven’t yet supported us, then please consider doing so. And if
you have, very many thanks!. Donations can be made directly to

our bank account (Crab Publishing) at:
Sort Code: 83-26-28
A/c No.: 15518709

Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We need willing
hands to help with Editing, layout and production. We also need

local reporters. If you would like to help please contact us.

Crail Hospital Car Service

Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they who
provide the Hospital Car Service. It’s only when you
can’t drive because you or the car is sick, or it is too
daunting to think of standing in the cold, waiting for

a return bus from the health centre or the dentist, or
you need to get to Kirkcaldy hospital that you wish
for a bit of help. Maybe you’re new to Crail and
don’t know many people yet. That bit of help is there
and has been for 54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital
Car Service. If you could do with that bit of help,
call 01333 451165.
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For further information go to: this link here.

AGENDA Action Summary:
1.Signs – Replacement sign at West Lane - JD
2.Flooding issues – Anstruther and St Andrews Roads – JD
to urgently obtain a response from Scottish Water/RV/FC
and to arrange a site visit.
3.Village entry signs – JD
4.Bollards on High Street – LH to request schedule of
works
5.Parking on Double Yellow Signs on Shoregate – DJ to
talk to Police/Road Safety at FC
6.Dangerous railings – Roome Bay - JD to ask FC to cordon
7.Roome Bay/Castle Walk – Grass Management – LH to
request a schedule of works for next 5 years or so. LH to
circulate report from FC public survey
8.Albany Court – broke green fence over burn – JD to
report
9.Roome Bay – rotten/dangerous bench – JD to request that
it be removed. JD to also report back about the waiting list
for donors.

10.Councillor vacancy – Crail Matters advertisement – DJ
11. Denburn/Balcomie Traffic Management – LH to ask FC
for a site visit
12.Recycling centre – cyclists and pedestrians booking? –
LH
13. Fridgefreezer/ washing machine High Street – AP to
report as fly tipping

Chairman’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
Update - Crail Community Partnership
Denburn Narrows traffic management + Parking
problems
Primary School Playpark
CCC Communication & ‘home’
Fife Councillors Reports
AOCB


