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‘Tracks in the Sand.’

The Fife Coastal path has seen more use this Summer than previous years. I walk part of
this course almost on a daily basis and have been surprised and on the whole very pleased
to see so many folk of all ages enjoying the walk. Those who have stopped to speak have
all been delighted with the path. Some were walking from Anstruther to Kingsbarns or
St Andrews, and quite a few were starting at South Queensferry with St Andrews or
Tentsmuir as their goal! Some were solo walkers striding along, some walking with their
dogs, and many in organised groups. I was heartened to see quite a number of elderly and
disabled visitors too, as the path is fairly challenging in places. Bird watchers too have
been more prevalent from the seasoned regulars to groups simply enjoying such close
proximity to land and sea creatures. Many divers have also chosen to explore what’s
underneath the waves.
All these diverse groups added to the attraction of the area but there’s a worm in every
apple. In this idyll it’s the arrival of occasional groups of trail bike riders. They don’t visit
very frequently, but they make their presence felt in a quite disproportionate way. The first thing heard is the noise, which
one bird watcher referred to as ‘giant, angry wasps’. Apart from the noise pollution they cause, the majority of the public
value the peace a quiet of their walk, they make themselves very intrusive. I first noticed tyre tracks on Balcomie beach
and couldn’t work out how the bikes could access it. Now I know. Recently I heard then saw a group of five bikes driving
down the road to Fife Ness. What they did then was to enter the Mill Dam, ride over the Dyke then drive through the
water, landing on the pebble beach in front of the Golf Clubhouse. Two things crossed my mind. The first was this was a
planned outing, as the tide has to be sufficiently low to allow entrance to the water. The other was regarding the style of
riding in this activity. What little I know reminds me that to avoid stopping, or stalling, the revs of the bike must be kept
fairly high, hence the two stroke buzzing. It’s the noise rather than the damage that is the main problem. Damage to the
path though, by tyres rather than walkers, causes more mud and ruts than desirable. Noise upsets everyone and everything
in a quiet area. A golfer doesn’t need a sudden noise when attempting a putt. Birds, cormorants, I think drying themselves
on the rocks, are disturbed, herons move elsewhere and I can imagine the frustration bird watchers feel! This is quite
simply not what the Coastal Path was for. Everyone using this path depends on others respecting the environment,
including themselves, but these riders can spoil things. Whether they know or care I have no way of knowing but I wish
they’d stop and consider the affect they have.

IR
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Crail Village Shops opening times, home
delivery and take away arrangements

Barnett's Bakery: Mon - Sat 8am - 2pm
Ph#01333 310205
Co-op: Mon - Sun 7am - 10pm Ph#01333 450309
Dan's: Mon - Sun 7am - 7pm Ph# 01333 451818
Green's: Mon - Sat 9am - 4pm Ph# 01333
450010 Delivery days:Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat ( call
day before or by 11am for your order)
Penman's: Mon, Tues, Thur - Sat 6:30am - 4pm
Wed: 6:30am - 12:30pm Ph# 01333 450218 Give
a call for delivery. (East Neil, St. Andrews &
surrounding areas)
Pharmacy: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9am - 1pm
2pm - 5:30pm Wed: 9am - 1pm Ph#01333
450402. delivery if needed. Call the Pharmacy to
arrange.
The Smoke Fired Whole Foods Shop Mon - Sat
10a - 5pm
Shell's: Mon, Tues, Thurs - Sat 9:30 - 5pm, Sun
11 - 5 CLOSEDWed 01333 450200
Crail Fishbar Open Wednesday through to
Sunday from 4pm until 8pm. We will be open for
take away only and the Café will reman closed
until further notice. We will be open for walk up
orders and telephone orders can be placed from
2pm onwards each day. Full Social Distancing
rules will remain and all customers should
continue to wear a mask (unless Exempt). Take
Care everyone.

Crab Publishing and Crail
Matters will publish this
year a Crail Calendar. It
will be A4 size, 13 pages
wire bound with hanger.
Each month will feature a
different seasonally
appropriate picture of
Crail with monthly grid.
The retail price will be
£12 and will be available
in Crail shops, but for
advanced purchase we are
offering it for £10. This is
a perfect gift for family
and friends, as well as
being useful. To reserve
your discounted purchase,
please contact
crailmatters@gmail.com.

Image for illustration only
Image for illustration only

Crail Christmas Cards
Crail Matters are producing 2 packs of 5 Christmas cards.
One set is images of Crail (with a seasons greeting), the
other images of birds in Crail (taken by John Anderson);
the inside of all are blank. Each pack of 5 cards will cost
£8-10, and we will make them available from Crail outlets,
and also by contacting crailmatters@gmail.com.
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell, Photographs by John Anderson

The weekend of the 18th had excellent weather, but not so great for migrant birds. Cycling along the coastal path
in just a t-shirt in the middle of September makes
for a pleasant day but bird wise I only found a
northern wheatear in the stubbles at Wormiston,
and a whimbrel on Balcomie Beach. The swallows
are getting noticeably fewer. Sea watching at Fife
Ness and Balcomie produced red-throated divers
coming in to the Forth again at a rate of about 20
an hour. Flocks of common and sandwich terns
were passing quite frequently too. Waders were
hard to find at Balcomie, and it was only a young
male peregrine hunting along the beach that
produced any, as the small number of dunlins,
ringed plover and turnstones hidden among the
rocks broke cover and flew out to sea. The

peregrine, unusually, instead of heading off after
its hunt came back for another two passes through the area over the next fifteen minute, stooping at starlings and
even a pied wagtail flock. Lots of chaos over the golf course ensued but no cigar for the peregrine. It did then
eventually fly off towards Crail in search of less spooked prey.
Butterflies provided the most unusual sightings on the 18th. First a speckled wood butterfly at upper Kilminning.
They are now regular in late summer around Crail, but ten years ago they were very rare. And then a painted
lady butterfly on the buddleia in my front garden in the afternoon. Both butterflies will be migrants. The
speckled wood from further west and the painted lady from the southern Europe. So far this summer there have
not been many painted ladies, in contrast to huge invasion from early summer onwards in 2019. Last year I had
my first painted lady in Crail also just in September (the 17th).
Sadly the 19th was a tale of the one that got away. I was about 5-10 minutes too late for a juvenile pallid harrier
that came in from the sea at about 12:15. The lucky finders, George Dunbar, Matt Jackson and Dan Burt put the
news straight out but I was in (ironically) a Scottish Ornithologists Club Council meeting at home. I’m afraid I
left the meeting straight away – a pallid harrier is a once in lifetime bird for a local patch. But when I got to the
airfield I could only briefly string a distant juvenile gull and track golden plovers and gulls flying up in response
to a merlin hunting along the back of Sauchope. The harrier had stayed around the airfield for only 10 minutes
before heading inland towards Sypsies. So close. One of my favourite birds that I see often in West Africa, but
never in Scotland. This one would likely be a Finnish bird, heading down toAfrica through Sweden and Norway,
and getting diverted through Scotland by the wind. The day before there was a honey buzzard over the May
Island that will have done the same.
There were some other good birds around on the 19th, although no small migrants - pied flycatchers and
redstarts are again conspicuous by their absence this autumn. As well as the harrier, there was a grey phalarope,

curlew sandpiper and a pomarine skua seen (by
the same team that got the harrier - clearly on a
roll). I only connected with the curlew
sandpiper. A juvenile roosting on the shag rocks
at Fife Ness with redshanks, dunlins and a
couple of purple sandpipers. It wasn’t the best of
views as it shuffled in and out of dead ground
but I was glad to see something good that day.

Curlew sandpipers are surprisingly rare
around Crail and only turn up (usually on
Balcomie Beach) every 3-4 years. They must fly
by Fife Ness every year, but then they are just
another dunlin like wader shooting by, when we
are concentrating on seabirds much further out.
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Meeting of Social Care Providers for NE Fife – 4th October

Local MSPWillie Rennie is hosting a virtual round table meeting on Monday 4th October to discuss the challenges
facing our social services and care sector in North East Fife. He has invited Social Care providers and stakeholders
from across the area to take part.
If you are part of a Social Care group or organisation and would like to attend the meeting, you can email him at:
willie.rennie.msp@parliament.scot
It has been a difficult time for our care services and for the many people in our communities that depend on those
services for support and wellbeing. By hearing your views, Mr. Rennie hopes to get a clearer picture of situation in
the area and how it might be improved.

And last but not least, the first pink-footed geese of
the year: skeins flying past Fife Ness and cutting over
the peninsula calling the autumn on.
The wind got up on the 22nd for the first time in a
couple of weeks with strong south westerlies heralding
in the equinox. I was up at the stubble fields at Boarhills
thinking about mapping the winter distribution of the
corn buntings. The fields were almost empty even in
the areas of high density corn bunting breeding. In
about six stubble fields I found only a flock of Canada
Geese, a stonechat, a couple of skylarks, some grey
partridges and a handful of meadow pipits. Where the
buntings are at the moment I really don’t know.
Hillhead Farm on the other side of Kenly Water was just the same: lots of great wild bird seed mix habitat along
the field edges but no buntings.

The curlew sandpiper from last Sunday resurfaced on
the 22nd, feeding on stinky pool at Fife Ness with a
couple of dunlin and a ringed plover. It was a reasonably
tame bird – by definition any wader using stinky pool is
tame because of the disturbance of the coastal path and

a golf green directly beside it – so I could sit less than
twenty meters away as it fed. I was there near to high
tide so the rocks behind were busy with other waders:
thirty dunlin, twenty turnstone, five purple sandpipers,
ringed plovers, redshanks oystercatchers, curlews and

even a couple of whimbrel.
The pink-footed geese really arrived, and quite
spectacularly on the 23rd! They are a little later this
year, but that day there were thousands passing Crail.
Most to the north, as they cut off Fife Ness and battled

with the strong westerly winds, or to the south, following the Forth. You could hear flocks calling in the distance
all day.

We’ll shortly be paying families whose children are entitled to free school meals
(excluding p1-4 pupils entitled to universal
provision) The Scottish Government's Scottish
Child Payment – Bridging Payment. This is £160 per
child.
You do not have to apply for this. If you are eligible,
the payment will be paid into your bank account on
6 October.
We’re also be making a payment of £23.00 at the

same time. This is instead of Free School Meals over the October holidays.
For more information visit www.fife.gov.uk/coronavirus-moneyadvice.
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Honeypot For Sale
Graham & Edna at The Honeypot Guest
House & Tearoom on High Street South
will be looking to sell their business in
the early Autumn. Prior to marketing the
property, they would like to establish
whether there is any interest from Crail
Matters readers, their friends or local
residents who might know someone who
wishes to move to Crail and run a
lifestyle business.

As many readers will know, the business
is well established and features a
daytime café, three guest bedrooms, off
street parking and a well-tended south
facing sheltered garden. The property is
presented in truly walk in condition.

A sales schedule with price on
application is available for any
interested parties by contacting the
owners on 01333 450935 or by email
info@honeypotcrail.co.uk

CRAILHOSPITALCAR SERVICE
As a result of increased demand for the Hospital Car
Service we are very much in need of more volunteer
drivers to help us out.
If you feel that you could spare a few hours now and again
to drive someone to their doctor’s appointment or to a local
hospital please get in touch with me.
Please phone me, Peter Salkeld, on 01333 451165 and I’ll
happily explain what’s involved. Alternatively, just mail
me with your number and I’ll get back to you. My email
address is peterjsalkeld@gmail.com.
We hope you can help us to continue the very valuable
service we offer the community of Crail.

Road closure 11/10 -
19/10

Junction Bowling Green
Place and St Andrews
Road to allow Scottish

Power to undertake repair
work

If you are interested in the Spanish
Civil War, the special Issue on ‘Fifers
in the Spanish Civil War’ published by
Crail Matters has now been published
by Crab Press and is available as an
ebook on Amazon.co.uk - go to

Amazon.co.uk and then enter search
term ‘Fifers in the Spanish Civil War’

- price £3.00.
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Wanted!!!!Mature student (male) looking for Maths
and physics tutor.
I am studying for a set of vocational engineering
exams and need some help with the above subjects.
If you are keen I can send a couple of past papers to
let you see the curriculum.Yes…everyone was right -
I should have paid more attention at school !!!!!
fog2ky1015@gmail.com

Falconry Static Display

Saturday 16th October 11.30am-3pm
Crail Castle Grounds

Tickets £5
on sale Saturday 28th August 10am-1pm Golf Hotel Crail

on line Sunday 29th August at crailfestival.org

Low Income Pandemic Payment

We’re sending out letters to
approximately 34,000 people
this week to let them know that
theywill be receiving The
Scottish Government’s Low
Income Pandemic Payment
next month. This is a one-off payment of £130 to help
with the increased costs and loss of income as a result
of Covid. If you’re entitled to the payment and we
don't already hold bank details you will receive a
letter from us asking for them, please complete the
short online form – details about how to access this
will be in your letter – as soon as possible to make
sure we can make the payment to you by 29 October.
You do not need to apply for this payment. Everyone
who meets the criteria, which is available under the
‘Low Income Pandemic Payment’ heading at
www.fife.gov.uk/coronavirus-moneyadvice will
receive a letter. However, if you think you should be
entitled to this payment but have never applied for a
Council Tax Reduction (CTR), you can do this,
providing you meet the eligibility criteria, at
www.fife.gov.uk/counciltax. To receive the Low
Income Pandemic, you would have to have to been
entitled to a CTR since April 2021. Crail Kirkyard at Sunrise

by Colin Morrison
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HomeWanted
We’ve returned after 30 years away and are renting
locally, searching for our permanent home in Crail. As
a marine biologist and garden designer/potter our
perfect home would have a view of the sea, a garden,
kitchen to cook and entertain and room for a wheel and
kiln but we are happy to compromise on any of these to
be a full-time part of Crail’s community. We are cash
buyers, open to a completion date that suits the sellers
and an agreed offer price over the Home Report
valuation to avoid the selling agents fees. Please
contact Mary and Mike Butler - tel 07903 631613 or
email mhbutler325@gmail.com

Crail Premises. Respectable retired Professional
Engineer (male) seeks premises to rent in, or
reasonably near to, Crail. My needs are simple, but
property must be on the ground floor, have space for
computer equipment, a reasonable broadband
connection, and adjacent parking space for one car.
Other than that, I am financially reliable, quite
domesticated, and respectful of other's property.
Ian (Green) (07580)459732
ian_sd57llg@btinternet.com

Crail Community Hall - Events and Activities
If you would like to organise an
event or a series of activities in
the community owned, Crail
Community Hall please contact
the Events Manager
Crailcommunityhall@gmail.com

We will comply with government issued regulations in
regard to Covid-19 We will review, government issued
guidance with regard to covid-19. Where relevant to
Crail Community Hall (CCH) and activities at CCH we
will follow such guidance and ensure all users also
follow such guidance.

The mobile Post Office van will be in
operation Monday, Tuesday and

Wednesday afternoon.

Report Fly tipping
Please use this form to report Flytipping (https://

www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/DumbDumpers) , or call 0300
777 2292.

The details will be passed to the relevant enforcement agency.
Please do not interfere with waste material as it may be

hazardous or potentially be used as evidence.

Come and try
Archery

For children 7 years and over
Saturday 16th October 

11am-3pm
Castle Grounds Crail

Tickets £5 per session
 on sale 28th Aug 10am-1pm Golf Hotel Crail
on line from 29th August at crailfestival.org

for more information go to crailfestival.org

PITTENWEEM COMMUNITY LIBRARY AND INFORMATION CENTRE 
 

AUTUMN 2021 EVENING TALKS 
 

 
 

HIDDEN PLACES: 
Geophysics Unlocking the 

Remains of the Past 
with Richard Bates, St Andrews University 

Advances in remote sensing technologies from satellite 
images to geophysical scanning are enabling us to 

reconstruct hitherto hidden landscapes and seascapes, 
ritual places, dwellings and burial sites that our ancestors 
once used.  The advances will be demonstrated through 

examples from recent investigations including sites at 
Stonehenge, in Orkney and Lewis. 

THURSDAY 7TH OCTOBER  
Doors open 7pm, talk starts 7.30pm 

 

Coastline Community Church 
21 Session Street, Pittenweem KY10 2QL 

 

Tickets: £5 available from the Library 
Opening hours: Mon & Wed 2-5pm; Fri & Sat 10am-1pm 

 
SERIES DETAILS 

 
21 OCTOBER 

CHINA: FRIEND OR FOE? 
with Alistair Michie, Chairman 
of the International Board of 

the leading independent think 
tank in China – the Centre for 

China and Globalisation 
 

11 NOVEMBER 
V&A DUNDEE:  

THE STORY SO FAR 
with Christian Moire, Director 
of Operations V&A Dundee 

 

25 NOVEMBER 
RANSACKING AND 

CONFUSION?  
The Reformation Crisis in 
1559 in North-East Fife 
with Dr Bess Rhodes, St 

Andrews University 
 

9 DECEMBER 
AN EVENING WITH  

VAL MCDERMID 

 
 
Pittenweem Library  
Cove Wynd, Pittenweem KY10 2LE  
WEB: pittclic.org.uk 
EMAIL: library@pittclic.org.uk 
FACEBOOK: @pittclic 
TWITTER: @PittenweemLib 

Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation – Charity number SC047013 
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We are looking to expand the fitness class offer at Crail
Community Hall in addition to the very successful Pilates
classes that are run by Judy Drew every Wednesday.
Anybody who is qualified and would like to run their own
fitness classes at Crail Community Hall can contact
crailcommunityhall@gmail.com
to discuss further details. Please feel free to spread the
word.

Worship Resources

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate North
Crail Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk

Crail Parish Church
All church services are at 10.00m.
We are still using 1 metre socially distancing but
have capacity for 100 people. We still need details
for test and protect. Face coverings must be worm
All welcome.
crailchurchsession@gmail.com.

St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open for worship at 1130 on
Sundays and is also broadcasting the services. For
details of all services and the online link required
go to:
https://eastneuk-episcopal.co.uk

Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem
Our Sunday Services will be at 10am and 12noon.
Booking is essential http://
www.coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk/For
urgent pastoral needs please contact 01333
312041 pastor_ccc@btinternet.com

Kingsbarns Parish Church, Sunday services are
at 9.45am each week. All are welcome at this
friendly village church.
Please bring a face covering.

Join the Free Community Bike Fix & Swap
Event!

When: Saturday the 2nd October
Time: 1 pm – 4 pm
Where: St Monans Town Hall (Hope Place, KY10
2DH)
Bring your old bike to fix or swap or upgrade a
child’s bicycle.
If you have a bike you want to fix, donate or swap,
please drop it off between 1 pm – 2 pm.

WHAT TO EXPECT
Cyclepath St Andrews offering advice and doing
minor repairs, and get bikes ready for the swap.
Swap/donate your bike for an upgrade.
Kids bikes for sale.
Information stands and maps of shared path projects
across the East Neuk – we are looking for
community feedback!

ACTIVITIES:
Smoothie bike
Pedal-
powered slot
car racing
game
Obstacle
course for
children
(TBC)
Decorate
your bike
Arts &
Crafts for
kids
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To order contact crailmatters@gmail.com, or go to
Dans, Shells or The Museum

A Small Word

This two-letter word has more meanings in English than any other two-letter word. That word id ‘Up’ and is listed
in the dictionary as an (adv), (prep), (adj), (n) or (v).
It’s easy to understand UP, meaning towards the sky or at the top of a list but when we awaken in the morning,
why do we wake UP?
At a meeting, why does a topic come UP? Why do we speak UP and why are the officers UP for election, and if
there is a tie, is it a toss UP, and why is it UP to the Secretary to write UP a report?
We call UP our friends, brighten UP a room, polish UP the silver, warm UP the leftovers and clean UP in the
kitchen. We also lock UP the house and fix UP the old car.
At other times, this little word has special meaning. People stir UP trouble (The Seagull springs to mind, not sure
why!), lineUP for tickets, workUP an appetite, and thinkUP excuses. To be dressed is one thing but to be dressed
UP is something special.
It can also be confusing. A drain must be opened UP because it’s blocked UP. We open UP a store in the morning
but we close it UP at night. When it threatens to rain, we say it’s clouding UP and when the sun comes out, we
say it’s clearing UP. When it rains, the earth soaks it UP and when it doesn’t rain for a while, things dry UP. We
seem to be pretty mixed UP about UP!
To be knowledgeable about the proper uses of the
word UP, look UP the word UP in the dictionary.
In a desk sized dictionary, it takes UP almost ¼ of
a page and can add UP to about thirty definitions,
there are even more definitions online – UP to
eighty! If you are UP to it, you might try building
UP a list of the many ways UP is used. It will take
UP a lot of your time but, if you don’t give UP,
you may wind UP with UP to a hundred or more.
One could go on and on but I’ll wrap it UP now –
my time is UP!
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Honeypot Says Thanks

Owners Graham and Edna at The Honeypot would like to extend a massive thank you to everyone who has visited
the tearoom this summer. Its well known that the couple have been reducing their operating hours towards
retirement age and in recent times have become a summer only cafe with year round overnight accommodation
available. Yet again it has been a really busy year for us and we will now close the cafe as we prepare to market
the property in theAutumn after concluding any local interest. In particular the lovely summer has been a treat and
as ever,. our flowery garden has been a popular stop off for many of our returning customers’ snacks. Its always
nice to have catch ups and blethers in the garden, but more than anything we need to thank Emma and Louise for
keeping everything safe, neat and tidy, ever armed with anti viral spray, you have been wonderful.

Thank You, Graham and Edna

ARemarkable Woman (and her son)!

Virginia Oliver has been trapping lobster in the northeastern
American state of Maine for more than 90 years. And even at 101
years old, she says she has no plans to stop.
Oliver recently told The Associated Press she started catching
lobsters at age eight. At that time, the electronic traffic signal was a
recent invention and few women were harvesting lobsters. Oliver
still goes out to set traps off Rockland, Maine, with her 78-year-old
son Max. She uses a boat that once belonged to her late husband.
The boat, called “Virginia,” was named after her. Oliver is now the
oldest lobster fisher in the state and possibly in the world. “I've done it all my life, so I might as well keep doing
it," she told the AP.
Oliver said she worries about the health of Maine's lobster population. She said the lobsters have been facing heavy
fishing pressure in recent years. The lobster industry has changed over Oliver's many years on the water. For
example, the sea creatures have grown from a working class food to a tasty delicacy.
When she first started trapping, lobsters sold for 28 cents a pound. Now, they bring in 15 times that. Wire traps
have replaced her beloved wooden ones, which these days are mainly used as decorations in seafood restaurants.
Other parts of the business have remained much the same over the years. She still loads up pogeys – a term used
in the industry for menhaden fish – to put inside the traps to lure lobsters in. And, she still gets up before the sun
rises to get an early start on the boat. In some ways, she was destined for this life. Her father was a lobster dealer
who started around the 1900s. She joined her father on trips and that is when Oliver’s love of the business began.
Wayne Gray, a family friend who lives nearby, said Oliver had a minor health problem a few years ago when a
crab bit her finger. The incident required her to have seven stitches. But even then, she did not think about retiring
her lobster traps. Gray said, “The doctor admonished her, said ‘Why are you out there lobstering?’” Oliver
answered, “Because I want to.”
After all these years, Oliver still gets excited about a lobster dinner of her own and said she usually prepares one
for herself about once a week. When asked whether she sometimes considers ending her work, Oliver said she just
does not see any good reasons to do so. “I like doing it, I like being along the water,” she said. “And so I’m going
to keep on doing it just as long as I can.”
The Associated Press reported this story. Bryan Lynn adapted the report for VOA Learning English.

Harvest Sunset by Colin Morrison
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Bin Collection
You can find your bin collection
arrangements for your address by
consulting the web site : https://
www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar

29 September Brown bin, Blue bin
6 October Grey bin
13 October Brown bin, Blue bin
20 October Green bin
27 October Brown bin, Blue bin

A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is available delivered to your house for
people who have difficulty in accessing the digital issue. Please contact us (or a member of
the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall into this category. This is a service dependent on
volunteers to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.

The Crail Seagull has
his eye on you

I have to say, I’m
horrified by the
behaviour of some
humans. They
drive out to Fluke
Dub, a beautiful
part of the East
Neuk, and seem to
think it’s
acceptable to throw
their rubbish out of
the window on to
the grass verge at the start of the single-track road! Take
away coffee cups, sandwich wrappers, and all sorts of
things. Can anyone tell my why? It really spoils the route
and it’s not as if they ever leave anything for me. If you
see anyone doing this, please take a note of their number
plate and report them. I know what I would do and it
would take them ages to clean my mess from their cars!
Talking about the single-track road – where has the sign
gone? I know it was cut down some time ago when the
post broke but it has completely disappeared, I’m
baffled.

They’ve taken to
doing caricatures
of me now and
it’s not even
subtle or
flattering – I’m
on the gable end
of a building in
Aberdeen!

Traffic lights
everywhere, poor
humans, you

must be tired of it all! I’m so glad that I can swoop past
them and don’t have to bother stopping.

Thank You!

I would like to thank Crail. Parish Church for the
lovely flowers. It was a lovely surprise. Thank you
very much.

Cath Douglas

Crail Table Tennis Club

Crail Table Tennis Club aim to bat off their new
season tomorrow night, Tue 28th September in Crail
Community Hall. Its been a difficult time for the club
as numbers have dwindled for a number of reasons
and some new faces would be welcomed in order for
the fixture to be maintained. We intend to play every
Tuesday, no membership is required and a £5 per
session fee is payable. Its a fun night and lots of
reader will remember playing at some time, probably
on the kitchen table at home ! So if you are looking
for something to do on the darker nights, feel free to
pop along, we play over three tables and the skill
level could be described as fun! Every Tuesday
19.15pm



The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes

Next meeting 27 September 2021 7.15pm
in the Community Hall

Contact: crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for further information

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2021: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter, Mary Butler. Phone contact 01333 450082.

Advert/Copy Submission to Crail
Matters

The Editors are happy to accept
material for publication in a variety of
formats, but we prefer .doc, .jpg and
.pdf copy. We would urge anyone

submitting material to have regard to
efficient use of space - we cannot

guarantee to publish in original format
large adverts designed as posters. We
reserve the right to edit material.

Crail Matters only works because you support it. If you
haven’t yet supported us, then please consider doing so. And if
you have, very many thanks!. Donations can be made directly to

our bank account (Crab Publishing) at:
Sort Code: 83-26-28
A/c No.: 15518709

Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We need willing
hands to help with Editing, layout and production. We also need

local reporters. If you would like to help please contact us.

Crail Hospital Car Service

Crail is full of good neighbours and it is they who
provide the Hospital Car Service. It’s only when you
can’t drive because you or the car is sick, or it is too
daunting to think of standing in the cold, waiting for

a return bus from the health centre or the dentist, or
you need to get to Kirkcaldy hospital that you wish
for a bit of help. Maybe you’re new to Crail and
don’t know many people yet. That bit of help is there
and has been for 54 years in Crail. It’s the Hospital
Car Service. If you could do with that bit of help,
call 01333 451165.
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For further information go to: this link here.

AGENDA
Action Summary:
1.Signs – Replacement sign at West Lane - JD
2.Flooding issues – Anstruther and St Andrews Roads –
JD to urgently obtain a response from Scottish Water/
RV/FC and to arrange a site visit.
3.Village entry signs – JD
4.Bollards on High Street – LH to request schedule of
works
5.Parking on Double Yellow Signs on Shoregate – DJ to
talk to Police/Road Safety at FC
6.Dangerous railings – Roome Bay - JD to ask FC to
cordon
7.Roome Bay/Castle Walk – Grass Management – LH to
request a schedule of works for next 5 years or so. LH to
circulate report from FC public survey
8.Albany Court – broke green fence over burn – JD to
report
9.Roome Bay – rotten/dangerous bench – JD to request
that it be removed. JD to also report back about the
waiting list for donors.

10.Councillor vacancy – Crail Matters advertisement – DJ
11.Denburn/Balcomie Traffic Management – LH to ask FC for
a site visit
12.Recycling centre – cyclists and pedestrians booking? – LH
13. Fridgefreezer/ washing machine High Street –AP to report
as fly tipping

Chairman’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
Update - Crail Community Partnership
Denburn traffic management + Parking problems
Primary School Playpark
CCC Communication & ‘home’
Fife Councilors’ Reports
AOCB


