Crail
Matters
W/C 15 November 2021 Issue No. 234
Free - donations welcome - suggested donation £1.50

Crail Remembers

Photographs: Colin Morrison, Ethel Quayle

Piper to the End
# When I leave this world behind me
To another I will go
If there are no pipes in heaven
I'll be going down below
If friends in time be severed
Someday we will meet again
I'll return to leave you never
Be a piper to the end
This has been a day to die for
Now the day has almost done
Up above a choir of seabirds
Turns to face the setting sun
Now the evening dove is calling
And all the hills are burning red
And before the night comes falling
Clouds are lined with golden thread
We watched the fires together
Shared our quarters for a while
Walked the dusty roads together
Came so many miles
This has been a day to die on
Now the day is almost done
Here the pipes will lay beside me
Silent will the battle drum
If friends in time be severed
Someday here we will meet again
I return to leave you never
Be a piper to the end.#

"Piper to the End" is a Celtic folk song written by
Mark Knopfler, the lead singer and songwriter for the
rock band, Dire Straits. The song is about Knopfler's
uncle Freddie who was a piper of the 1st Battalion,
Tyneside Scottish, the Black Watch, ‘Royal Highland
Regiment’. Freddie carried his pipes into action in
World War II and was killed with fellow fighters at
Ficheux, near Arras in the north of France in May
1940. He was just 20 years old.
Knopfler describes the moment of Freddie's death in
the latter's own words:
“This has been a day to die on
Now the day is almost done
Here the pipes will lay beside me
Silent with the battle drum”.
Knopfler explains that he never knew Freddie
personally, his mother's brother, but that he was very
close to his uncle Kingsley, Freddie's older brother.
Knopfler explained in an interview, "The pipes
always made sense to me, and growing up in
Glasgow as well as Newcastle, in my grandmother's
home, there were Jimmy Shand records, so the sound
of Celtic music always seems familiar to me."
You can see a video and hear the music at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZCAtVJSNdQE
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Disturbing incident at Crail
Raceway
On Saturday 6th November a wheel broke
free from a car taking part in an event on
the track at the airfield. The runaway
wheel had enough momentum to escape
the airfield boundary, collide with a lodge
at Sauchope Links (to the great shock and
distress of the occupants!) and continue
across the park and the coastal path ending
up in the sea! We have received the
following statement from Fife Council.
Fife Council are the enforcing authority
for health & safety at Crail Raceway.
We are aware of an incident on 6th
November 2021 when the runways were
rented out to a local motorsports club to
hold an event. A wheel detached from a
racing vehicle, left the track and struck a
residential property in Sauchope Links
before crossing the Fife Coastal Path and
coming to rest in the sea.
The runway section involved is not
scheduled to be used again until June
2022, and won't be used again anyway
until sanctioned by ourselves, so there is
no immediate risk of repeat.
We are currently investigating the incident,
liaising with Crail Raceway, the local
motorsports club and Motorsport UK to
establish what happened and what requires
to be done to minimise a recurrence.
Richard Hyde
Environmental Health Officer,
Environmental Health (Food & Workplace
Safety)
Kingsbarns Scottish Women’s Rural Institute
Wednesday 17 November 2021 Kingsbarns
Memorial Hall
at 2 pm
Annual Business Meeting
Bring your Favourite Local or
Rural Photographs
Visitors and New Members
Welcome £2:50 to include Tea/
Coffee and Biscuits & Raffle

CREATIVE WRITING GROUP
LED BY SEANA SLATTERY
WE ARE ALL FULL OF STORIES!!
COME ALONG AND DISCOVER YOURS IN A FUN AND FRIENDLY GROUP
No Experience Necessary~
For more information, Contact me at 074 644 09847 or seanaslattery@gmail.com
Hello, my name is Seana and I have been leading Writing Groups for the past twenty-five years. My aim with these groups
is to make a safe and friendly space for people to come together and discover the joy and fun of exploring the wonderful
world of words. I always emphasise the importance of supportive listening as people read from the exercises and prompts I
set out. There’s never any criticism allowed in our group! We play with thoughts and ideas, we listen, we share and we find
out just how easy and fun it is to write anything from memories, to tall tales. Come along and find out for yourself! For
more information call me at 074 644 09847 or email me at seanaslattery@gmail.com
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell,
Photos by John Anderson

I had to get a piece of the seabird action that I have
been missing the week before last, so I was straight
down to Fife Ness on the morning of the 6th. A grey
morning – with rain threatening, and never getting
really light. And a strong south west wind. It was
little auks again. Lots of little auks throughout the
day. Hundreds past Fife Ness, and then later at

Goosander

around the tip of Fife Ness. A late goosander. And a
woodcock flying in off the sea. There is something
very exciting about picking up just a dot, so far out
to sea that you have to guess its identity. Then
following the dot as it heads to land, slowly
becoming identifiable and larger, and then suddenly
a very real, individual bird dashing past you to the
safety of landfall after what might have been a day of
crossing the North Sea.

Little Auk

Kilminning, I counted 380 passing in just 15
minutes. Passage was continuous, but in pulses,
sometimes only a handful were visible, at other times
there were flocks visible wherever you looked. There
were more little auks on the water, invisible until
they flew up and joined the passage. Almost all were
heading into the wind: there must now be thousands,
probably tens of thousands in the Forth. When the
wind eases, they will head back out again.
Something to look forward to. Little auks were the
commonest auk that day and then also unusually,
puffins came second. Some years I might not see a
puffin from September to April, but over the last
couple of weeks juvenile puffins have been common,
and on the 6th there was one or two juvenile puffins
(again heading into the Forth) passing all the time. I
saw – for the first time – a mixed flock of little auks
and a puffin, with the puffin being the smallest bird
in the group. Usually, the tiny auk in a mixed auk
flock is the puffin. And I could appreciate just how
small a little auk is. Barely thrush sized. They seem
lost and so vulnerable among the waves. It is a false
impression. If you ever get to handle a little auk –
and every so often one turns up disorientated at
night, blown inland in a storm – you find they are
incredibly tough. All dense muscle and a robust
compactness to weather anything.

The sanderlings are really back on Balcomie Beach
now. There were 55 at least on the 7th. It was hard to
be exact in the keen north westerly wind that day.
There were a few gulls on the beach too, including a
pristine adult Mediterranean gull. This is probably
the one we see every so often when sea watching. At
Fifeness there was still a steady stream of little auks,
almost all well out to sea. I was there from about 10
onwards and earlier many had been leaving the Forth
and heading north. But by the time I was there, most
were heading south. Probably three or four every
minute. There were certainly many fewer little auks
than the day before: razorbills were the commonest
auk. Still a few puffins as well. Without the auks it
would have been very quiet: a few goldeneye, redbreasted merganser, long-tailed duck, common
scoter and pink-footed geese. The wind died down
by lunchtime and Kilminning was quiet in all
respects apart from blackbirds, long-tailed tits and
goldcrests. I think the autumn – in terms of rare
migrants – is pretty much over, even if it never really
got started this year.
Their “see-uuu” flight call is the best indication
that they are about
Over the last week I have been hearing siskins
passing over nearly every day. Siskins are not very
common in the East Neuk, but there are periodic
“irruptions” when larger numbers pass through.
Siskins are seed eaters like crossbills and so when
there are good tree seed crops they have a very good
breeding season and can then suddenly become

Star Birds
There were some other star birds as well on the 6th.
A sooty shearwater looping around off Kilminning.
The strong wind paradoxically slowing it down as it
tacked into the wind, yet still moved with it, heading
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Water Rail
Siskin

common in new areas when they disperse for the
winter. The males are quite obvious on good views –
yellowy green and black, but they tend to stick to the
tops of trees. Their “see-uuu” flight call is the best
indication that they are about: it’s one of the
commonest sounds in the wooded Highlands and the
West of Scotland, but usually rare here.
Cellardyke, Anstruther and Pittenweem
I was out looking for corn bunting flocks on the 11th.
My route took me to Cellardyke, Anstruther and
Pittenweem. Occasional corn buntings in ones and
twos, particularly in stubble or forage rape fields, but
only one large group between Anstruther and
Pittenweem. There were about 40 birds dispersed
over two fields (again a stubble field and a forage
rape field), with some congregating on the wires, and
even a couple singing. I came across a lot of grey
partridges as I checked the fields – the largest covey
was 17 at Pittenweem, but I had several others in
double figures. There was a big flock of several
hundred pink-footed geese behind the Waid
Academy at Anstruther. They were wary but actually
very tolerant of people passing. It is testament to the
fact that they are being left alone here (and generally
in the East Neuk) despite it being such a busy place.
I eventually ended up at Carnbee and couldn’t resist
looking for a water rail. One eventually squeaked
back at me from the marshy west end of the
reservoir: number 174 for the Crail patch year list
breaking last year’s record of 173. Otherwise
Carnbee Reservoir was dead. No ducks apart from a
few mallard and 12 teal: another indication of the
mild winter so far.

The 12th was a rainy day, with a strong south-easterly
wind to start. The consequence late that afternoon, as
I spent a quick hour down at Balcomie Beach and
Fife Ness, was migrants coming in. A woodcock,
starlings, fieldfares and blackbirds all arriving low,
in from the North Sea. A flock of five fieldfares and
a starling landed on the first rocks they encountered
at Fife Ness, looking tired and confused. After five
minutes of collecting themselves, they were off
further inland – I hope to nice, safe roost in the Patch
or at Kilminning. But this is not necessarily a sure
thing, even when the apparent safety of land is
reached. A blackbird, also resting on the shore by
Stinky Pool, was promptly grabbed by a
sparrowhawk. John and I accidentally then flushed
the sparrowhawk just afterwards and it took off over
the golf course, eventually carrying its prey to the
denser cover of the gorse bushes below the club
house where it could feed in peace.

Sparrowhawk

Bernie McConnell
Bernie will obviously be a tragic loss to many community groups in Crail and the wider East Neuk. Crail
Folk Club is one such group. Bernie's involvement with the club goes back many years as both an organiser
and performer. In his capacity as performer, he gave larger than life performances of mainly, though not
exclusively, sea shanties which complemented his love and knowledge of the sea. Although not on the
current 'committee' Bernie was always willing to lend a hand with posters and the like, as although it was
marginal his grasp of all matters computing was better than the rest of us. His knowledge of all styles of
music was considerable. In the event that we had booked a large band he and Lesley were always willing to
help out with a bed or two for the night resulting in good feedback from the musicians on the quality of
whisky offered. He will be missed by the club and beyond.
Tony Kingsbury and Crail Folk Club
Bernie’s funeral and wake will be held on 25th, details will be posted in the next Crail Matters. Everyone
who would like to remember Bernie will be warmly welcomed, but please email
alistair.mcconnell@gmail.com if you’d like to come so the family have some idea of numbers.
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Book Week Scotland (15-21 November)
This year’s Book Week Scotland
runs from the 15th to the 21st
November. The programme is
packed with events that cater for all
tastes and ages. Many of the events
are free, but you may have to book
tickets in advance. You can see the
full programme on The Book Trust’s web site, which also
has details about how to book: https://
www.scottishbooktrust.com/book-week-scotland/events

AGM NOTICE
The AGM for the Crail Festival will now take place
on Wednesday 17th November 2021 at 8pm in the
Kirk Hall.
Please feel free to join us. Some wine and nibbles
will be provided Crail Festival Team

62-64 Marketgate S
Crail, Anstruther KY10 3TL
Christmas Shopping Opportunity
Crail Museum would like to spread some
Christmas cheer,
so why not buy some presents here!
Crail Museum & Shop Special Opening Hours
Friday, November 26th 11 - 1 1:30 - 4
Saturday, November 27th 11 - 1 1:30 - 4
Friday, December 3rd 11 - 1 1:30 - 4
Saturday, December 4th 11 - 1 1:30 - 4
Friday, January 7th 11 - 1:30 - 4
Saturday, 8th 11 - 1 - 1:30 - 4
For something different this Christmas come
have a browse in our shop.
The Museum will be open as well.
SCIO Charity No. SC023505
If you are interested in the Spanish Civil War, the special Issue on ‘Fifers in the Spanish Civil War’ published by Crail
Matters has now been published by Crab Press and is available as an ebook on Amazon.co.uk - go to Amazon.co.uk and
then enter search term ‘Fifers in the Spanish Civil War’ - price £3.00.
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Crail Folk Club
We are already at our last guest night of the year
and it is a cracker to finish with the entertaining
award winning SARAH McQUAID. It is 8pm
Thursday 25th November in Crail Community Hall
£9 Tickets and full details
from www.crailfolkclub.org.uk
Her award-winning musicianship, distinctive
chocolatey vocals and mastery of the songwriting
craft have led reviewers to describe Sarah
McQuaid as a “triple threat”. Add to that a
warm, charismatic stage presence, five critically
acclaimed solo albums and a battery of
instruments including acoustic and electric
guitars, drum and piano — and you’ve got a
one-woman powerhouse who defies
categorisation because there simply isn’t anyone
else out there quite like her. Not to be missed!

“Sarah was just fantastic – she had a sold out
audience captivated from start to finish.” — Ards
Arts Centre, Northern Ireland
“A work built upon the courage of a singular vision.
… If We Dig Any Deeper it Could Get
Dangerous has a satisfying completeness about it,
an expansiveness made concrete. It is, in short, the
work of a consummate artist.” — Stereo Embers,
USA

Letter to the Editor
You may be interested to know that our family
lived in Crail in 1971. My identical twin sister,
Cindy, and I attended Crail Primary School and
loved it. We lived at 29 Nethergate while my
parents (Ronald Murray Meldrum and Barbara),
both English professors (my mom at the University
of Idaho in Moscow, Idaho, and my dad at
Washington State University in Pullman,
Washington), were on sabbatical at the University
of St. Andrews. We always enjoyed walking along
the sea, playing at the playgrounds, and visiting
friends and relatives. My father's side of the family
(Meldrum) has many relatives in Crail and the
surrounding areas. We all fell in love
with Crail and have returned to visit many times
since then. One time we treated my parents to a
trip to Crail (with us!) in August 1997 to celebrate
my parents' anniversary and stayed
in the Crail House ("the castle") by the castle
walk. My father passed away in 2013 at 86 years
old and my mom, sister, and I and extended
families visited Crail in 2014 to pay tribute there
for my father as he loved Crail and the people
there. My great great grandfather (George Murray
Meldrum) was born in Crail (1834-1913), ran
away to sea at 8 years old, ended up in Montreal,

“I’ve attended hundreds of concerts of all kinds, and
her subtle mastery onstage launches her straight into
my fave shows ever.” — Huffington Post

fought in the American Civil War, lost a leg in the
war from a cannonball and had a wooden leg...we
still have some of his walking canes.
I currently live in Gig Harbor, Washington (a small
fishing village!), my twin sister lives in Seattle,
Washington, and my mother still lives in Moscow,
Idaho.
We really enjoy the Crail Matters Newsletter as it
helps us stay connected to Crail and up-to-date on the
happenings there.
The photographs
are fantastic and
the articles are all
very interesting.
Thank you so
much! We look
forward to more
visits to Crail!
Best wishes,
Deirdre
Deirdre Meldrum
Gig Harbor,
Washington USA
George Murray Meldrum
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My Favourite Things (new version!)

Supposedly, when turning 79 and to commemorate
her birthday, actress/vocalist Julie Andrews made a
special appearance at Manhattan’s Radio City Music
Hall for the benefit of the AARP. One of the musical
numbers she performed was ‘My Favourite Things’
from the legendary movie ‘Sound of Music’ but with
different words. This is actually untrue, but who
ever rewrote the words to this famous song had a
great wit.
#Botox and nose drops and needles and knitting,
Walkers and handrails and new dental fittings,
Bundles of magazines tied up in string, these are a
few of my favourite things.
Cadillacs and cataracts, hearing aids and glasses,
Polydent and Fixodent and false teeth in glasses,
Pacemakers, golf carts and porches with swings,
these are a few of my favourite things.

When the pipes leak,
When the bones creak,
When the knees go bad,
I simply remember my favourite things
and then I don’t feel so bad.
Hot tea and crumpets and corn pads and bunions,
No spicy hot food or food cooked with onions.
Bathrobes and heating pads and hot meals they
bring,
these are a few of my favourite things.
Back pain, confused brains and no need for sinning,
Thin bones and fractures and hair that is thinning,
And we won’t mention our short-shrunken frames,
When we remember our favourite things.
When the joints ache,
when the hips break,
when the eyes grow dim,
Then I remember the great life I’ve had
AND THEN I DON’T FEEL SO BAD#

The Herbert Protocol
If you have a family member with dementia, please
consider using the #HerbertProtocol.
The Herbert Protocol is a form which family
members/carers can download from the Police
Scotland website & fill in with the person's details:
it includes a description, a photo, next of kin/family
contacts, but also places with meaning to the
person, perhaps a childhood home, old school or
workplace, or favourite walks - places someone
with dementia may gravitate to for comfort.
The form is then kept in a safe place in the person's
home (often in a jar in the fridge for easy to access).
Family members can keep an electronic version –
(perhaps in their email drafts). Then, should they
have to make a missing person report - and we hope
they never have to - it can be easily and quickly sent

to police and help officers locate vulnerable missing
people with dementia as quickly as possible. This
work has been supported by Alzheimer Scotland,
Health & Social Care Scotland, and the Scottish
Government.
You can read more about the Herbert Protocol, and
download
the
form
here:
http://ow.ly/
zcaV50GdXTU
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Colin Morrison

A Cautionary Tale
The events described below recently happened to a
resident of Crail. Names have been changed.
Looking back, Sarah couldn’t believe she had been
so stupid. But the woman on the phone had
sounded so genuine, so concerned. “This is the
fraud department of your bank, Mrs Waterhouse,
and we need you to close down your account and
move money into a new account we will set up for
you and send you a new card with a new pin
number.”
“You haven’t paid Tesco £1100? Or £700 to
Argos? No? “.
She sounded concerned. Sarah hadn’t been doing
online banking long so she opened up her account
on her i-Pad. The woman, Pamela, sounded as if
she could see the same page as Sarah with her two
accounts, and guided her through moving the
smaller account.
“Now, you need to send us your card - no, not cut
up, that’s out of date. Just. pop it in a small
envelope inside a bigger envelope and here is the
address”.
The address sounded odd - a flat in terrace in
Bradford? - but Sarah knew offices sometimes took
over whole rows in a block.
Moving the second, larger account, was more
difficult It seemed to need a mobile phone
message and Sarah had to explain that where she

lived had no mobile signal. Still concerned Pamela
said eventually that Sarah would have to go in
person to her branch in Dundee and, without telling
them why she was doing it, “we need to trace the
fraud” move the money, once the card had arrived
the next day.
The card didn’t arrive, according to the phone calls
next day and by that time Sarah’s friends were
wary.
“This isn’t right, Sarah”. “No bank will ask you to
send your card”. “Talk to your son”
Next morning when the phone rang as promised by
Pamela, Sarah let it ring…. and ring.
Her son was adamant. And loud. “MUM, this is a
scam. NEVER get into conversation. Just PUT
the PHONE DOWN”
“Never mind about being rude . Don’t answer a
number you dont know.”
This scolding went on for some time .
Next day a text message from the bank on Sarah’s
mobile said suspicious activity on her account lead
them to ask if it was genuine - Just text N or Y - and
her account was shut down. A phone call to the
Bank’s enquiries dept and then through to the fraud
section assured her that as far as they could see,
nothing had gone from her account and they would
send her a new card.
How could I be so stupid, said Sarah. Because
these scammers get more and more sophisticated
and will try anything, was the reply.
PUT the PHONE DOWN.
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Newsletter
2/2021

Welcome to the
Crail Community Hall Newsletter!
The Crail Community Hall has now hosted its initial events which were well
supported by the local community and guests from the surrounding areas.
The Crail Festival’s ABBA revival concert was sold out within hours of tickets
going on sale and the night lived up to expections. Some guests dressed up in true
ABBA spirit and everybody was transported back in time - the hall resounding with
all the favourite tunes.

Important Dates
______
4 –5 December -10.00 - 16.00
Christmas Fayre and Cafe
Children’s Activities
5 December – 19.30
Christmas Concert

15 December – 19.30
Unfortunately Christine Bovill’s ‘Roaring 20s’ had to be cancelled because of a
Crail Choir Concert
COVID incident. However, in November Ali Affleck transformed the hall into a
swinging Jazz place of the prohibition period with great music and a legal drink or
22 Jan,19 Feb,19 Mar –19.00
two. All the music events were well received and, don’t worry, there are more in the
Quiz Nights
planning in case you missed out.
The final highlight of the year will be the two-day Christmas Fayre featuring stalls
brimming with local arts and crafts, a Christmas Cafe and kids’ activities. Christmas
craft sessions and cake decorating will keep the wee ones amused on both days.
Spaces are limited and pre-booking is required. The Christmas Fayre weekend will
conclude with a seasonal concert featuring A Cappella music from two of the St
Andrews music groups – The Madrigals and The Other Guys.
On 15th December the Crail Choir will be performing their Christmas Concert in the
hall. Entry is by donation, spaces need to be pre-booked.
Crail Folk Club is going from strength to strength with ever increasing ticket sales.
The new year will bring a lot of innovative events including a Valentine’s Murder
Mystery Dinner, a ‘crime investigation’ where the audience is the Jury, a Jazz
brunch in March and a two day Easter Fayre.
To brighten up the dark evenings three quiz nights are scheduled with the first one
taking place on 22 January. Which team will be Crail’s best quizzers?
We hope that many of you
will join us and help with
your attendance to make
the Community Hall the hub
it deserves to be. For tickets
and further information
please follow the links from
the events page on our
website.

14 February – 19.00
Valentine’s Murder Mystery
Dinner
27 February – 15.00
Jack the Ripper – The Jury is
Out

20 March – 12.00
Jazz Brunch with Louise
Major
16-17 April – 11.00 – 16.00
Easter Fayre and Cafe Kids’ Painting Competition
and Treasure Hunt
Wednesdays - 9.15 and 10.30
Pilates with Judy Drew until
15/12/21
Tuesdays - 19.00
Badminton and Table Tennis
until 29/03/2022
2nd and 4th Thursday - 20.00
Folk Club
“Copyright image Ali Affleck by Peter
Salkeld”

See you soon!

Crail Community Hall - St Andrews Road – Crail - KY10 3UH
crailcommunityhall@gmail.com
https://www.crailcommunityhall.co.uk/
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Colin Morrison
The mobile Post Office van will be
in operation Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday afternoon.

We are looking to expand the fitness class offer at Crail
Community Hall in addition to the very successful Pilates
classes that are run by Judy Drew every Wednesday.
Anybody who is qualified and would like to run their own
fitness classes at Crail Community Hall can contact
crailcommunityhall@gmail.com
to discuss further details. Please feel free to spread the
word.
Crail Community Hall - Events and Activities
If you would like to organise an event or a series of
activities in the community owned, Crail Community Hall
please contact the Events Manager
Crailcommunityhall@gmail.com
We will comply with government issued regulations in
regard to Covid-19 We will review, government issued
guidance with regard to covid-19. Where relevant to Crail
Community Hall (CCH) and activities at CCH we will
follow such guidance and ensure all users also follow such
guidance.

Crail Monday Group
15th November
Provisional list for 1st Month
Films of Islay
The Union Canal - Edinburgh to Falkirk
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Recommended posting dates for Christmas Delivery 2021

Worship Resources
Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Crail Parish Church
All church services are at 10.00m.
We are still using 1 metre socially distancing
but have capacity for 100 people. We still
need details for test and protect. Face
coverings must be worm All welcome.
crailchurchsession@gmail.com.
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open for worship at 1130 on
Sundays and is also broadcasting the
services. For details of all services and the
online link required go to:
https://eastneuk-episcopal.co.uk
Coastline Community Church,
Pittenweem. Our Sunday service and
Sunday School is at 10.30am each Sunday.
All Welcome! Service also available online.
http://coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk For
urgent pastoral needs please contact 01333
312041 pastor_ccc@btinternet.com
Kingsbarns Parish Church, Sunday
services are at 10.00 am each week. All are
welcome at this friendly village church.
Please bring a face covering.

Crail Parish Church Intimations
During the absence of John, our minister, the Revd.
Peter During the absence of John, our minister, the
Revd. Peter Neilson may be contacted for pastoral
matters at 01333 450852.

Nativity Exhibition. There is to be an
exhibition of Nativity Sets from 26th to 28th
November in the church. If you have a Nativity
Set that you would be happy to be included
please contact Diana Brown (451790).
Prayer Group. – The Prayer Group will meet
on Thursday mornings at 10.30. a.m. in St
Ayle, Anstruther.
East Neuk Foodbank – Donations for
the foodbank are being accepted and can
be left in the box in the tower area.

Forthcoming Services:
21st November – Revd. Peter Neilson
28th November – Revd. Peter Neilson
5th December - Christmas Gift Service
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Crab Publishing and Crail
Matters have published this
year a Crail Calendar, 13
pages, wire bound with a
hanger. Each month will
feature a different seasonally
appropriate picture of Crail
with monthly grid. The retail
price is £12 and is available
from crailmatters@gmail.com.
Even though we have
reprinted, there are now very
few copies left so order today!!
This is a perfect gift for family
and friends, as well as being
useful..
To order the Anthology contact
crailmatters@gmail.com, or go to
Dans, Shells or The Museum

Christmas Cards
Crail Matters are producing 2 packs
of 5 Christmas cards. One set is
images of Crail (with a seasons
greeting), the other images of birds
in Crail (taken by John Anderson);
the inside of all are blank.
Each pack of 5 cards costs £5 and
we will make them available
initially by contacting
crailmatters@gmail.com (indicate
which cards you want). Local shops
may have them later. And at the
Christmas Fayre. We can arrange
delivery in Crail, otherwise add 1£
p&p.
Nativity Exhibition.
As you may have read in the latest
Karail, Crail Church are hoping to
have an Exhibition of Nativity sets
in the Church at the end of
November. If anyone has a set they
would be willing to lend us
(traditional, fun, quirky) for a few
days, please get in touch with Diana
Brown (451790) to arrange for her
to pick it up.

Bin Collection
You can find your bin collection
arrangements for your address by
consulting the web site : https://
www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar
17 November Green bin
24 November Brown bin, Blue bin
1 December Grey bin
8 December Blue bin
15 December Green bin
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Who are Crail’s best quizzers!
Join the competition on Saturday 22 January, 19 February and 19 March 19.30 - 22.00
To brighten up the dark winter evenings three quiz nights are scheduled at Crail Community Hall with the
first one taking place on 22 January. Which team will be Crail’s best quizzers?
Teams are allowed a maximum of six quizzers and
will be seated on eight tables in the small hall.
Each quiz night the teams will be challenged with
twelve questions from each of the five sections
building up to a grand final on the last night.
There will be a prize for the winning team each night
and a grand final winner of the teams that compete on
all three nights.
Teams can register for one, two or all three nights.
To register please send an email to
crailcommunityhall@gmail.com. In return you will
receive a registration form to complete and
instructions on how to pay your deposit.
Make sure you register your team early as spaces are
limited. Team members can be added and changed at
any time. Simply resubmit the form with any changes
before or on the Quiz Night.
Saturday 22 January, 19 February and 19 March
– 19.30 - 22.00
BYOB
Registration Deposit: £10
Entry fee per person: £6
Max team size: 6
Pre-registration required:
crailcommunityhall@gmail.com
Further information is available on the hall’s website
https://www.crailcommunityhall.co.uk.

HELP!!
Our two adorable yet wild grandsons are visiting us from Singapore in early December. They are used to
outdoor living in the heat. Does anyone have any outdoor toys/bikes/scooters suitable for a 3 year old and a
5 year old that we could buy/borrow to help preserve our sanity? We have plenty of indoor things for them.
Please contact Isabel or Tony Kingsbury 01333 450572

"ALL THINGS NATIVITY"
Crail Parish Church wants to kick start Advent with a curious selection of "All Things" connected to the
Nativity. We have various children's activities to get them involved. For adults we have a collection of
traditional, quaint, quirky and edible nativity sets. All are precious to their owners who have loaned their
beloved sets for this event. Some may surprise you and entice your imagination. There will be refreshments
on offer.
November 26th - 28th
Friday & Saturday 10:30am - 4:00pm
Sunday 1:00pm - 4:00pm
DONATIONS WELCOMED
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Brandy Burn path cleared
CCP volunteers have
responded to the overgrown
path problem and this has now
been cut back and pruned
accordingly.

Report Fly tipping
Please use this form to report
Flytipping (https://
www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/
DumbDumpers) , or call 0300 777
2292.
The details will be passed to the
relevant enforcement agency. Please
do not interfere with waste material as
it may be hazardous or potentially be
used as evidence.

proposal for a feasibility study for
Roome Bay Visitor Centre was
chosen by Fife Council to include
in the 17 projects from Fife for
consideration for funding. The
In May 2021 UK organisations
Council described the Crail
were given the opportunity to
project as a “strong project
apply for UK government funding focusing on the regeneration of a
from the £220 million UK
coastal town building on its
Community Renewal (UKCR)
cultural heritage.” The property
fund, a post-Brexit fund to take
and land concerned is all currently
the place of EU community
owned by Fife Council, and it is
funding. Applications needed to
not part of the Crail Common
be channeled through, and
Good properties.
support by, the local authority.
Across the whole of the UK, 477
The priorities for the UKCR Fund projects were funded; 56 projects
were:
from Scotland were funded,
Investment for local
covering 22 local authorities (28
businesses
had submitted bids) including
Investment in skills
three projects from Fife. As one of
Investment in
the projects chosen, CCP will
communities and place
receive £25,000 to conduct the
Supporting people into
feasibility study. CCP are to be
employment
congratulated for submitting such
a strong project and receiving
Crail Community Partnership
funding in the face of such intense
(CCP) proposed 7 projects to Fife competition.
Council, all of which gave
opportunities for local
In this project, CCP see an
development identified during the opportunity for development of
Crail Charrette and Local Place
the current public toilet facilities
Plan development. From the
at Roomebay beach which are
proposals submitted by CCP, A

Crail Success - UK
Community Renewal
Fund
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now badly in need of an upgrade.
The Partnership would like the
opportunity to create a vision of a
new facility in this location
which would boost the local
economy through enhanced
tourism and therefore enhanced
employment. Provisional plans
include creating a marine visitors
centre, potentially including a
café, and locating a lobster
hatchery (as in North Berwick).
The concept envisages a building
discretely set into, and covered
by, the green spaces of Roome
Bay similar to the Visitor Centre
on the May Island.
The award of £25,000 has to be
used between now and the end of
June 2022, so CCP will be
immediately working to identify
a consulting organisation that can
lead us through a community
consultation process and outline
planning process, that builds a
Feasibility Report and Business
Plan.
EDF may assist with this
development project as the Neart
na Gaoithe offshore wind farm
comes online.

The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes
Next meeting 29 November 2021 7.15pm
in the Town Hall
Contact: crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for further information
There was a major incident at a Crail airfield car
event on the weekend of 6/7 November when a
vehicle wheel careered down through the caravan
park into the sea. This is a matter of great concern
for the Crail community. The potential damage
caused by loss of equipment by speeding vehicles, or
vehicles out of control, poses a risk not only to
people using Sauchope Caravan Park, but also
walkers using the Coastal Path. The Community
Council have made strong representations to the

Local Fife Councillors, Fife Council officials and the
parliamentary representatives about this, and will
continue to carefully monitor the situation. The only
satisfactory short term remedy is to cease activity on
the Race track until a comprehensive safety
assessment has been undertaken, and its
recommendation implemented. The Community
Council will strenuously seek a satisfactory remedy
to this major safety issue.

The Crail Seagull has his eye on you

walked into a pile of dog poo
- utterly disgusting. Can dog
owners not pick stuff up?
Same problem amongst all
this uncut grass I imagine.

Met an old friend last week who was taking a jaunt
on the coastal path. This old sparrow (for it was
him) was somewhere around Sauchope, when a
huge wheel shot out towards him from the caravan
park. He was shocked, and he says he’s preparing a
case for PTSD against whoever runs the race track
where the wheel came from. You know there’s a
danger from Golf balls on the Coastal Path, but
wheels?? So much for a safe place to go on holiday
- all that noise, and now something like this.
Leaves everywhere. All very lovely, but was just
hanging out in Beech Walk and watched a toddler
running amongst the leaves by the path, and then
stop - mother ran up, looking distressed and scooped
the child up and went off. The poor child had

How many weeks is it since
the work on the Kenly
Bridge was finally completed? I reckon it can only
be around 8. Well, something has given it another
serious skelp and dislodged two of the lovely new
coping stones. Let's hope it doesn't take Fife Council
another 28 months to reset them. (Said more in hope
than in expectation).
Flew over Remembrance Service at Kirk Gates on
Sunday, and stayed to listen. Moving service. Sad to
think of all those people lost.

Crail Matters only works because you support it.
If you haven’t yet supported us, then please consider doing so. And if you have, very many thanks!.
Donations can be made directly to our bank account (Crab Publishing) at: Sort Code: 83-26-28 A/c No.:
15518709. Alternatively go to our website www.crailmatters.com for information on credit card donations
and subscriptions.
Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We need willing hands to help with Editing, layout and
production. We also need lcal reporters. If you would like to help please contact us.
Advert/Copy Submission to Crail Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material for publication
in a variety of formats, but we prefer .doc, .jpg and .pdf
copy. We would urge anyone submitting material to have
regard to efficient use of space - we cannot guarantee to
publish in original format large adverts designed as
posters. We reserve the right to edit material.

A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is
available delivered to your house for people who have
difficulty in accessing the digital issue. Please contact us
(or a member of the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall
into this category. This is a service dependent on volunteers
to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2021: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter, Mary Butler. Phone contact 07391986293.
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