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Bernie McConnnell

Crail Success - UK Community Renewal Fund

It is with great sadness we share the news that Bernie
McConnell has suddenly and shockingly passed away
on Sunday 31st October. He was out with friends
riding his bike on gravel tracks - an enduring passion
he held. He will be sorely missed by his wife Lesley
and two sons, Alistair and Calum, all his family and
friends and everyone that had the pleasure to meet
him.

The £220 million UK Community Renewal Fund,
established by the UK Government, will provide
funding to help places across the UK prepare for the
introduction of the UK Shared Prosperity Fund. It will
contribute to the Government’s levelling up agenda by
investing in people, places, businesses and communities
improving everyday life across the UK. The
Government has announced awards under this
programme; 57 awards in total have been made in
Scotland from this fund and Crail Community
Partnership will receive one of the 3 awards made to
Fife organisations for a ‘Feasibility Study: Roome Bay
Visitor Centre, Crail, Fife’. This project was
highlighted in the Crail Local Place Plan produced after
the Community Charrette carried out in 2018/2019.
More information will be included in next week’s Crail
Matters.

Kingsbarns Scottish Women’s Rural Institute
Wednesday 17 November 2021 Kingsbarns Memorial Hall
at 2 pm
Annual Business Meeting
Bring your Favourite Local or Rural
Photographs
Visitors and New Members Welcome
£2:50 to include Tea/Coffee and Biscuits
& Raffle

The Editorial Team of Crail Matters extend to the family of Bernie McConnell their sympathy at this
difficult time.

CREATIVE WRITING GROUP
LED BY SEANA SLATTERY
WE ARE ALL FULL OF STORIES!!
COME ALONG AND DISCOVER YOURS IN A FUN AND FRIENDLY GROUP
No Experience Necessary~
For more information, Contact me at 074 644 09847 or seanaslattery@gmail.com
Hello, my name is Seana and I have been leading Writing Groups for the past twenty-five years. My aim with these groups
is to make a safe and friendly space for people to come together and discover the joy and fun of exploring the wonderful
world of words. I always emphasise the importance of supportive listening as people read from the exercises and prompts I
set out. There’s never any criticism allowed in our group! We play with thoughts and ideas, we listen, we share and we find
out just how easy and fun it is to write anything from memories, to tall tales. Come along and find out for yourself! For
more information call me at 074 644 09847 or email me at seanaslattery@gmail.com

Next meeting 12 November

Crail Folk Club
The very excellent JENN BUTTERWORTH &
LAURA-BETH SALTER will play on Thursday
11th November 8pm Community Hall. Full details
and tickets www.crailfolkclub.org.uk
Jenn Butterworth is one of Scotland’s foremost
female guitarists, and has toured extensively with
the award winning Anna Massie Band. As an
accompanist she is in high demand, her most
recent collaborations have involved Songs of
Separation, Phil Cunningham and Fiddler’s Bid.
Last seen in Crail with Robyn Stapleton and Claire
Hastings. Laura-Beth Salter takes influence from
the Oldtime and Bluegrass music that her parents
played whilst she was growing up in Lincolnshire.
After spending time studying a Traditional Music
Degree in Newcastle she became heavily involved
in the folk scene. She is a founding member of
The Shee and a member of The MacLean Project
led by Dougie MacLean. As well as touring with
their duo, Jenn and Laura-Beth are also members
of Kinnaris Quintet.

STOP PRESS

Just a few tickets left for Jenn
Butterworth and Laura-Beth Salter
on Thursday 11th November 8pm,
and tickets for Sarah McQuaid on
25th are going well. Don't be
disappointed book now on
www.crailfolkclub.org.uk
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell,
Photos by John Anderson
The weather was beginning to make things interesting again on the 30th: some north easterlies the day before
and that morning some south easterlies. Rain showers overnight and through the morning were also helpful.
There were flocks of starlings coming in off the sea all day – mostly in flocks of about 25, but one of over
200 later in the afternoon. We get a lot of migrant starlings that overwinter in the East Neuk, but they are not
often such obvious migrants. Usually, I just notice that the flocks seem a bit bigger, particularly when the
weather gets colder on the Continent. No sign of real cold weather yet here, or in Europe though. There were
redwings, skylark and a few woodcocks coming in too. Three chiffchaffs in the trees behind the caravans at
Fife Ness was also a good sign of migrants.
Because of the rain I spent most of the morning
in the hide at Fife Ness. Birding through a
letterbox but a dry letterbox at least. There
were a few little auks (ten or so in 90 minutes),
a couple of puffins, little gulls, a manx
shearwater, a great northern diver, lots of
wigeon and a velvet scoter of note. And the
steady stream of starlings. As I came out of the
hide, I met two birders that had just seen a
wheatear fly off from the rocks behind. Any
wheatear at this time of year is worth a second
look but an hour searching the area in the rain
didn’t turn it up again.
Sunday the 31st was a bad day to go out birding – and even worse on a bike. A gale and rain much of the day.
It seemed worth it because a few things were turning up on the May Island including a yellow-browed
warbler. Even if there had been a dozen at Kilminning, I wouldn’t have found them though. The following
Monday was much calmer and dryer and there was a reasonable chance to hear one even in the half an hour
I could spare at lunchtime. Upper Kilminning remained resolutely empty of yellow-browed warblers again.
Some blackbirds, redwings, goldcrests and a few woodcock as the only obvious new migrants. I had to enjoy
the wrens that came out of cover to mob my dog – five of them close together. I am not used to them winter
flocking but they must do so: it is just usually impossible to appreciate because they keep in the dense cover,
low down, and you only see one or two at any one
time.
I have been stuck indoors working all week. More
grey phalaropes were reported at Fife Ness – over 30
now – it is the best time ever to see them around
Crail, but sadly not really visible from my office.
John’s photo cheered me up though. After about a
three week absence, a handful of sanderling are back
on Balcomie Beach: I first noticed them a week last
Sunday.
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Book Week Scotland (15-21 November)
This year’s Book Week Scotland
runs from the 15th to the 21st
November. The programme is
packed with events that cater for all
tastes and ages. Many of the events
are free, but you may have to book
tickets in advance. You can see the
full programme on The Book Trust’s web site, which also
has details about how to book: https://
www.scottishbooktrust.com/book-week-scotland/events

AGM NOTICE
The AGM for the Crail Festival will now take place
on Wednesday 17th November 2021 at 8pm in the
Kirk Hall.
Please feel free to join us. Some wine and nibbles
will be provided Crail Festival Team

Consultation
Have your say on the designs for a shared multi-use path linking Anstruther and Pittenweem.
Not only will the path link the shops, schools and places of interest, but it will also provide a safe walking,
cycling and wheeling route to Waid Academy.
This is part of a longer route between Kilrenny and Pittenweem, with the Kilrenny to Anstruther section
already complete.
Two possible, safe, traffic-free options are being considered. These are:
1.a dedicated off-road path parallel to the A917, or
2.using the current core path (P246/01 and P246/02)
The consultation will take place from today (11th October) until the 12th November 2021.
For further information and to take part in the consultation, please visit www.fife.gov.uk/activetravel

4

A variety of coffee roasters beans will be showcased,
using a La Spaziale espresso machine for a range of
steamed coffees and a house filter coffee always on
brew. Enjoy an array of speciality teas, cold drinks
and iced lattes. Decaffeinated and oat options will
always be available. Janetta’s in St Andrews will
provide the ice cream. For those with a savoury tooth
there will be a daily selection of salads. Freshly baked
scones and very fine sweet morsels round off the
culinary fayre.

The Beehive Crail

Joanne plans to develop some small events evenings
within the shop which will enable folks to investigate
a topic, learn a new skill, or have a new experience.
People presenting these events will range from
artisans to storytellers.
The Beehive Crail team will include Joanne at the
helm. Iain will continue with his tour business
throughout Scotland but has informed us that he will
not be a stranger to people popping by the shop. If
you are passing the shop please pop in from the 24th.
It will be a ‘soft opening’ and this will give people the
chance to visit in smaller numbers.

Joanne and Iain are happy to announce that The Beehive
Crail will open on 24 November 2021. As Iain says: ‘It
has been a long haul since we started work on the
Beehive in February and it has been a process of
exploring the building and discovering some of its
historical guises, from being a coach house to a series of
shops, and at some time divided into two shops with a
flat behind, to a shop and café, and over time selling
everything from confectionery to fish and chips,
tobacco, ice cream, toys, stationery, odds and ends, and
gifts. In exploration we have been excited to discover
two windows and two doors that had been boarded over.
Joanne has spent many long hours stripping back and
cleaning the cornice work in the Victorian room to the
side. Throughout we were helped by many friends and
kindly local tradesfolk. We wanted The Beehive Crail to
be on ongoing asset to locals in their journey up and
down the High Street, and we felt that if it worked for
people locally that would be our primary aim achieved,
with footfall from visitors a bonus.’

The Beehive Crail looks to play its little part in
helping build the fabric and infrastructure of the High
Street. As Joanne says: ‘with other projects such as
the Shoregate coming closer to opening, and a host of
very good shops well-established and in business, it is
an exciting time to be setting out on a new local
venture. It is my hope that The Beehive Crail can help
honour and build on Crail’s fine past, and as a village
together we can all look to a bright and successful
future.’

The shop will sell art and craft pieces, cards, stationery,
and gift items. There will also be a book section which
initially will house Joanne’s existing online bookshop,
specialising in art, craft, design, fashion and gardening
books, but over time she hopes that this can be
developed into other books of local interest, including
some quality best sellers. There will be a coffee shop
within The Beehive Crail with tables apart enough for
comfortable (and safer) sitting, and hopefully this will
suit those among us who have difficulty with
background sounds in social settings.

https://www.facebook.com/
Creative.Retail.Consideration/
https://www.instagram.com/the_beehive_crail/

Crail In Bloom
Many thanks to
those hardy
volunteers who
turned out in the
pouring rain to
plant up the tubs
for winter. Your
efforts are really
appreciated and
will hopefully give us a good display in due course.
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Remembrance Sunday will be commemorated at the Kirk Gates at 1045 on
14 November
Remembrance and Remembering
‘11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month’ – my
mother used to say these words with a resonance that
was almost mystical, a mixture of awe, gravity, and
sadness. For as long as I can remember these words,
along with red poppies, have characterised midNovember – that time after summer, and before
Christmas when we celebrated something outside of
us, an unusual landmark in this child’s life. And if we
couldn’t have fireworks on bonfire night, so we had
them on the 11th mysteriously called armistice day,
something to do with poppies which gave it an added
significance. But there was a private quality to this
time of year that was more notable. It was the only
time when the names of some people who otherwise I
would never have heard of were mentioned – my
parent’s brothers, uncles, and friends - who had died
in the First and Second World Wars. My parent’s
memories and the stories they told were personal –
none of the jingoism of ‘King and Country’, certainly
no flag waving and talk of meaningful sacrifice, just a
recounting and reminiscing around enjoyed or
notable events, and a sad acceptance of probably
avoidable loss. It was only later in life that I became
aware the patriotic qualities associated with the
celebration of remembrance, and the idea that this
was also a civic occasion, rather than just a personal
remembrance.
Few of us now have experience of actual war, so our
knowledge now tends to be second-hand in quality,
shaped by films, TV and books. And perhaps because
of that, gestures and public symbols seem more
relevant – we buy a poppy, we watch the oddly
termed Festival of Remembrance, perhaps we attend
a church service around a memorial. But there is still
space for private memories, not just of those who
died in the wars, but of others too who have
contributed to our lives and are now gone.
“Sharing tales of those we've lost is how we keep
from really losing them.” ― Mitch Albom.
………………………………………………………
The following was published in the Crail Matters
issue of 5 November 2018, to commemorate 100
years after the signing of the Armistice that marked
the end of the First World War. It still seems relevant
now.
“Then, suddenly again, Christopher Robin, who was
still looking at the world, with his chin in his hand,
called out "Pooh!" "Yes?" said Pooh. "When I'm-when--Pooh!" "Yes, Christopher Robin?" "I'm not
going to do Nothing any more." "Never again?"
"Well, not so much. They don't let you." Pooh waited
for him to go on, but he was silent again. "Yes,
Christopher Robin?" said Pooh helpfully. "Pooh,
when I'm--you know--when I'm not doing Nothing,
will you come up here sometimes?" "Just me?" "Yes,
Pooh." "Will you be here too?" "Yes Pooh, I will be
really. I promise I will be Pooh." "That's good," said
Pooh. "Pooh, promise you won't forget about me,
ever. Not even when I'm a hundred." Pooh thought

6

for a little. "How old shall I be then?" "Ninetynine." Pooh nodded. "I promise," he said. Still with
his eyes on the world Christopher Robin put out a
hand and felt Pooh's paw. "Pooh," said
Christopher Robin earnestly, "if I--if I'm not quite-" he stopped and tried again-- "Pooh, whatever
happens, you will understand, won't you?"
"Understand what?" "Oh, nothing." He laughed
and jumped to his feet. "Come on!" "Where?" said
Pooh. "Anywhere." said Christopher Robin.
So, they went off together. But wherever they go,
and whatever happens to them on the way, in that
enchanted place on the top of the Forest, a little
boy and his Bear will always be playing.”
― A.A. Milne, The House at Pooh Corner
Our tales are often ways of expressing our
memories, and in our memories, as in Christopher
Robin’s, there are always enchanted places where
we don’t forget, and can see again those we have
lost. Those enchanted places also encompass and
are shared with and by our children and broader
family – in a sense this gives us a kind of
immortality. To lose this, as Amy Harmon captures
when writing of a more recent consequence of
aggression, the Holocaust, is of enormous
significance “Our immortality comes through our
children and their children. Through our roots and
branches. The family is immortality. And Hitler
has destroyed not just branches and roots, but
entire family trees, forests. All of them, gone.” To
remember the forty-four men of Crail who died in
the First World War is not simply to recognise their
absence, but to acknowledge that in their deaths,
and those of millions of their contemporaries, so
threads of the future were changed; the roots and
branches of our forests, as Amy Harmon might
say, were lost.
We therefore not only remember the forty-four
men recorded on our War Memorial, but their
families, friends and communities that were
impoverished by their absence. We also know that
whilst forty-four men were killed, many who
survived were injured in both body and mind.
Their lives were changed by the war, as were the
lives of their families and community. Women in
particular very often carry the burden of managing
when families are disrupted, dealing with grief,
coping with a family, managing a sudden drop in
income and living with the loss of certainty, the
loss of dreams. We remember them too.
War produces loss; soldiers and civilians die and
are injured. From our contemporary perspective,
we look back on the enormous losses of the First
World War with horror, rightly so of course, and
many of us feel perplexed at how contemporary
commentators often justified the carnage with
reference to patriotism or glorifying war. Indeed,

many of the men who died were volunteers, another source of
perplexity given our understanding now of the nature of that war.
But understanding the past from our modern perspective is fraught
with danger and we need to recognise the deceptive qualities of
perspective and the illusions of hindsight, for we now live in a very
different world. Many of the men we remember who died may well
have never travelled beyond the East Neuk; probably knew nothing
of the broader picture of the war they were fighting in but were
rooted in a sense of belonging and shared experience that perhaps
we find difficult to understand now. When we remember the men
associated with Crail who died or remember those whose lives
were blighted through injury or distress, we are not judging the past
– “The past is a foreign county; they do things differently there” –
but recognising the personal and community significance of that
loss. Therein lies the pride we feel in wearing a poppy.

This a a further extract from the lost Diaries of the Crail
Seagulll.
Seagull Diaries – Christmas, Pas-de-Calais 1914
Neuve Chapelle
24 December
1600 – recce over German trenches.
Very quiet, as darkness fell lots of small
lights appeared – candles? Reported to
SLO1 odd activities – preparation for
morning assault?.
2035 – briefing Lt. Johnson DBC liaison
at Brigade - reported General Congreve
18th Infantry agreed to 1 day truce.
Tasked to brief squad – 0700 morning
recce; extreme caution advised.
No firing all night.

Old RCSS picture of Wing Leader Robert E. Seagull and attendant taken
around 1914

25 December
0700 – 1st recce. Very quiet. No artillery
1000 – 2nd recce. – observed small
groups of men from both sides walking
into no-man’s land. No artillery, no
shooting. Bodies retrieved? Firing to
North? Reported to SLO1.
1600 – 3rd recce. No fighting, no
shooting. Heard singing from German
lines – confirmed singing ‘Stille Nacht’. English troops sang ‘Silent Night’. Reported to SLO1.
No firing all night
26 December
0500 – Artillery bombardment 35 minutes.
0700 -1st recce. Spasmodic firing, growing stronger. Reported to SLO1.
1000 – 2nd recce. Heavy firing to North + troop movement from East. Reported to SLO1.
…..
This is an extract from the diary of Wing Leader Robert E. Seagull, one of the few Seagulls who were
awarded medals for gallantry during the First World War. I’ve sent his full diary to the National Archives, but
I thought you might be interested to read of his experiences at Christmas 1914, as they were so unique in the
history of modern warfare and appropriate for Remembrance Day. As you can see from the above, the Seagull
Corp (or to be precise the Royal Corps of Seagull Signals which was amalgamated into the Royal Signal
Corps in 1920) was heavily engaged in reconnaissance activity all along the Western Front. Robert E. Seagull
was based in Neuve Chapelle with the 18th Infantry Brigade, and the task of the 8 bird unit he commanded
was to fly reconnaissance missions over the front, reporting back to Brigade HQ. They saw what has become
one of the most controversial developments in modern warfare – an occasion when the opposing sides
actually ceased fighting and came together as, if not friends, then comrades. What a thing to happen!!! It
didn’t happen again though – the authorities were very worried that the men might take charge of things
themselves, so there was no more fraternisation. I can’t find in his diary why he was awarded a medal, but
there is a very short entry 8 November 1918 – received DSSO – very proud. He was my great great, great,
great….. uncle on my maternal side, and I am very proud of him.
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Honeypot For Sale
Honeypot Says Thanks
Graham and Edna at The Honeypot would like to thank Crail
Matters for informing readers about the “off market” sale of our
property in High Street. The advertorial has been well received
and we are currently dealing with local enquiries from people
who wish to explore this opportunity to run a guest house & café
here in Crail.
All the best and thanks again
Graham and Edna

If you are interested in the Spanish Civil War, the special Issue
on ‘Fifers in the Spanish Civil War’ published by Crail Matters
has now been published by Crab Press and is available as an
ebook on Amazon.co.uk - go to Amazon.co.uk and then enter
search term ‘Fifers in the Spanish Civil War’ - price £3.00.
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Dragonflies: Volunteer Day at Morton Lochs, 11th
November
Morton Lochs, near Tayport, is one of the British
Dragonfly Society’s
designated Hotspots,
which are regarded as
the best places to
observe dragonflies
and damselflies. A
volunteer day, which is
open to everyone, has
been organised for Thursday 11th November starting
at 10:00, where they will be clearing out one of the
overgrown dragonfly
ponds. It will be a wet
and muddy job, so you
will need wellies or
waders as well as
waterproofs and heavy
gloves. If you’re
interested in helping out you should contact Daniele
Muir, daniele.muir@british- dragonflies.org.uk, so
that she can make appropriate equipment
arrangements. For more details, see https://britishdragonflies.org.uk/event/volunteer-day-at- mortonlochs-hotspot/
The mobile Post Office van will be in
operation Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday afternoon.

Temporary Road Closure West Green, Crail
Thursday 11/11/21 at 09.00hrs to Friday
12/11/21at 23.59hrs, or until earlier completion
of the works. There is no alternative route for
vehicular traffic.Access for emergency services
will be maintained. Pedestrian access is
unaffected. This is to allow Scottish Water
works adjacent to 11 West Green to be carried
out in safety.

We are looking to expand the fitness class offer at Crail
Community Hall in addition to the very successful Pilates
classes that are run by Judy Drew every Wednesday.
Anybody who is qualified and would like to run their own
fitness classes at Crail Community Hall can contact
crailcommunityhall@gmail.com
to discuss further details. Please feel free to spread the
word.
Crail Community Hall - Events and Activities
If you would like to organise an event or a series of
activities in the community owned, Crail Community Hall
please contact the Events Manager
Crailcommunityhall@gmail.com
We will comply with government issued regulations in
regard to Covid-19 We will review, government issued
guidance with regard to covid-19. Where relevant to Crail
Community Hall (CCH) and activities at CCH we will
follow such guidance and ensure all users also follow such
guidance.

Report Fly tipping

Crail Monday Group
8th November 15th November
Provisional list for 1st Month
Films of Islay
The Union Canal - Edinburgh to Falkirk

Please use this form to report Flytipping (https://
www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/DumbDumpers) , or
call 0300 777 2292.
The details will be passed to the relevant enforcement
agency. Please do not interfere with waste material as it
may be hazardous or potentially be used as evidence.
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Recommended posting dates for Christmas Delivery 2021

Worship Resources
Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate
North Crail Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Crail Parish Church
All church services are at 10.00m.
We are still using 1 metre socially distancing
but have capacity for 100 people. We still
need details for test and protect. Face
coverings must be worm All welcome.
crailchurchsession@gmail.com.
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate,
Pittenweem is open for worship at 1130 on
Sundays and is also broadcasting the
services. For details of all services and the
online link required go to:
https://eastneuk-episcopal.co.uk
Coastline Community Church,
Pittenweem. Our Sunday service and
Sunday School is at 10.30am each Sunday.
All Welcome! Service also available online.
http://coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk For
urgent pastoral needs please contact 01333
312041 pastor_ccc@btinternet.com
Kingsbarns Parish Church, Sunday
services are at 10.00 am each week. All are
welcome at this friendly village church.
Please bring a face covering.
Crail Parish Church Intimations
During the absence of John, our minister, the Revd. Peter
Neilson may be contacted for pastoral matters at 01333 450852.
Forthcoming Services:
Reminder – Remembrance Sunday. The church service
on 14th November is not at 10.00a.m but will be at the
Kirk Gates at 10.45 a.m followed by church service at
11.15 a.m. led by the Revd. Gilbert Nisbet. There will be a
retiring collection for Poppy Scotland.
21st November – Revd. Peter Neilson

Nativity Exhibition. There is to be an exhibition of
Nativity Sets from 26th to 28th November in the
church. If you have a Nativity Set that you would be
happy to be included please contact Diana Brown
(541790).
Prayer Group. – The Prayer Group will meet on
Thursday mornings at 10.30. a.m. in St Ayle,
Anstruther.
East Neuk Foodbank – Donations for the
foodbank are being accepted and can be left in
the box in the tower area.
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Crab Publishing and Crail
Matters have published this
year a Crail Calendar, 13
pages, wire bound with a
hanger. Each month will
feature a different seasonally
appropriate picture of Crail
with monthly grid. The
retail price is £12 and is
available from
crailmatters@gmail.com.
There are now very few
copies left so order today!!
This is a perfect gift for
family and friends, as well as
being useful..
To order the Anthology
contact
crailmatters@gmail.com, or
go to Dans, Shells or The

Christmas Cards
Crail Matters are producing 2 packs
of 5 Christmas cards. One set is
images of Crail (with a seasons
greeting), the other images of birds
in Crail (taken by John Anderson);
the inside of all are blank.
Each pack of 5 cards costs £5 and
we will make them available
initially by contacting
crailmatters@gmail.com (indicate
which cards you want). Local shops
may have them later. We can
arrange delivery in Crail, otherwise
add 1£ p&p.
Nativity Exhibition.
As you may have read in the latest
Karail, Crail Church are hoping to
have an Exhibition of Nativity sets
in the Church at the end of
November. If anyone has a set they
would be willing to lend us
(traditional, fun, quirky) for a few
days, please get in touch with Diana
Brown (451790) to arrange for her
to pick it up.

Bin Collection
You can find your bin collection
arrangements for your address by
consulting the web site : https://
www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar
10 November Brown bin, Blue bin
17 November Green bin
24 November Brown bin, Blue bin
1 December Grey bin
8 December Blue bin
15 December Green bin
11

Who are Crail’s best quizzers!
Join the competition on Saturday 22 January, 19 February and 19 March 19.30 - 22.00
To brighten up the dark winter evenings three quiz nights are scheduled at Crail Community Hall with the
first one taking place on 22 January. Which team will be Crail’s best quizzers?
Teams are allowed a maximum of six quizzers and
will be seated on eight tables in the small hall.
Each quiz night the teams will be challenged with
twelve questions from each of the five sections
building up to a grand final on the last night.
There will be a prize for the winning team each night
and a grand final winner of the teams that compete on
all three nights.
Teams can register for one, two or all three nights.
To register please send an email to
crailcommunityhall@gmail.com. In return you will
receive a registration form to complete and
instructions on how to pay your deposit.
Make sure you register your team early as spaces are
limited. Team members can be added and changed at
any time. Simply re-submit the form with any
changes before or on the Quiz Night.
Saturday 22 January, 19 February and 19 March
– 19.30 - 22.00
BYOB
Registration Deposit: £10
Entry fee per person: £6
Max team size: 6
Pre-registration required:
crailcommunityhall@gmail.com
Further information is available on the hall’s website
https://www.crailcommunityhall.co.uk.

Autumn Views 1 Colin Morrison
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Autumn Views 2

Colin Morrison

Bird Flu Confirmed in Fife and
Angus
The Scottish SPCA has confirmed that
cases of avian influenza have been
detected in wild birds in both Angus
and Fife. There are reports of it having
been identified in wild birds across the
UK. Anyone who finds dead or sick wild birds is being urged to report it to DEFRA (03459 33
55 77 option 7). You should not attempt to lift these birds, even though the risk to human health
is low. For more on this story see https://www.fifetoday.co.uk/health/bird-flu-in-scotland-fifeand-angus-confirmed-as-wild-birds-infected-with-hn51-3445828
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How Long Does Litter Take To Decompose?
Our concerns about our environment often centre around our localities, as much a great global issues. And
one major issue we all face is the amount of litter in our streets and fields. This listing gives some idea of
the nature of the problems litter presents, not just a an aesthetic problem, but as a very practical problem.
Two weeks:
Apple cores- these decompose fairly rapidly
A month:
Paper towels, paper bags, newspapers, and tissues. These items can vary depending how they are disposed
of. Toilet paper on the ground takes longer to decompose than if exposed to the elements.
Six weeks:
Cereal boxes, paper bags, banana skins – can take far longer if the weather is cool as the skins are
designed to protect the fruit so full of cellulose, the same material which cellophane wrappers are made
from.
2-3 months:
Waxed milk and fruit juice cartons, these vary depending on carton thickness.
Six months:
Cotton clothing, paperback books. Cotton is the most biodegradable of all the textiles as it is made from
plants.
One year:
Light woollen clothing – wool is a natural product and will rot when left outside
Two years:
Orange peel, plywood, cigarette ends. However some researchers believe cigarette ends can last over a
decade.
Up to 5 years:
Heavy woollen clothing.
Ten to twenty years:
Some plastic bags although others can last over a 1000 years.
30-40 years:
Nylon items, disposable nappies although depending on their condition could last 500 years.
50 years:
Tin cans, car tyres, trainers, foam coffee cups, leather but chemically treated leather can last far longer.
75-80 years:
Crisp packets due to many packets being made from ‘metallised’ plastic film.
100 years:
Six pack plastic ring holder but these can last up to 450 years.
Around 200 years:
Aluminium drinks cans.
500 years:
Plastic bottles though petrochemical products like these never fully biodegrade and the chemicals just stay
in the soil.
One to two millions years:
Glass jars and bottles but can last indefinitely as glass is made from silica, which is one of the most stable
and enduring minerals on the planet.
Even longer…
Whilst batteries metal casing break down eventually the chemicals inside such as zinc, chloride, lead,
mercury and Carmine endure in the ground and are toxic.
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Giant Sea Eagle
Attacking Ailsa
Craig
William Young
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council Notes
Next meeting 29 November 2021 7.15pm
in the Town Hall
Contact: crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for further information
Police Scotland Report
71 calls related to ward beat 20A area: Crail/Dunino & Boarhills/Kingsbarns/Largoward/Radernie/
Kilrenny/Peat Inn/Carnbee
4 were reported crimes
10 were road traffic reports / incidents / parking issues etc.
12 were concern for person / abandoned 999 calls
7 were calls relating to either anti-social behaviour / noise nuisance / neighbour disputes.
The remainder were miscellaneous matters / information
PC’s Stecka and Wallace would like to actively encourage the community to make contact with the Police,
either through Local Councillors, 101 or even Crimestoppers to report drug activity in the East Neuk and
Landward. Numerous warrants have been executed in the East Neuk in the last year as a result of the
community engagement received and intelligence picture developed, there was also the seizure of a vehicle
and the removal of another from one of the villages.

The Crail Seagull has his eye on you
I’ve been scammed!!! Well, sort of. I don’t have a bank account, and I’ve not lost any
chips. But I have been given false information - is that a scam? The Tesla car
generators I wrote about last week was a misleading untruth - it didn’t happen in the way it said, so there
was no excessive contribution to global warming through unthinking action. If generators are used, they will
burn cooking oil and they’re using Jaguar Landrover vehicles - so that gets that straight. Mind you, President
Biden apparently shipped 84 huge vehicles across the Atlantic by air for his visit to Rome, and presumably
onwards to Glasgow. Doesn’t seem very environmentally sensitive, but hey … what do I know.

Crail Matters only works because you support it.
If you haven’t yet supported us, then please consider doing so. And if you have, very many thanks!.
Donations can be made directly to our bank account (Crab Publishing) at: Sort Code: 83-26-28 A/c No.:
15518709. Alternatively go to our website www.crailmatters.com for information on credit card donations
and subscriptions.
Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We need willing hands to help with Editing, layout and
production. We also need local reporters. If you would like to help please contact us.
Advert/Copy Submission to Crail Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material for publication
in a variety of formats, but we prefer .doc, .jpg and .pdf
copy. We would urge anyone submitting material to have
regard to efficient use of space - we cannot guarantee to
publish in original format large adverts designed as
posters. We reserve the right to edit material.

A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is
available delivered to your house for people who have
difficulty in accessing the digital issue. Please contact us
(or a member of the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall
into this category. This is a service dependent on volunteers
to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2021: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter, Mary Butler. Phone contact 07391986293.
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