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issues will have to be discontinued.
Since its inception Crail Matters has
been published on Monday morning.
Just before the onset of the pandemic,
we were seriously considering
moving the publication day to Friday
morning - this would give weekend
events more relevant advance notice,
and generally we felt it would make
production easier and more reliable.
Do please let us know if you have any
views on this.

Editorial
That was the Year that was…. and
hasn’t it been a strange year! Looking
back over 2021, some parts of it
almost seem to merge together and
have a quite surreal quality, as we
experienced various forms of
restrictions and constraints. For many
of us, the restrictions on travel, and
the care we need to take if we did
travel anywhere, were troublesome.
And for most people, the kinds of
limitations we have endured on
everyday life has no precedents, and
we have no experience to draw on to
help us make sense of it all. But we
had a glorious spring and at times a
glorious summer, and judging from
the number of people who visited
Crail this past year, we were seen as
something of a haven in an otherwise
fairly inhospitable world.
Well, we’ve become even more of a
haven! The Crail Community
Partnership successfully negotiated
the transfer of ownership of land at
Bow Buts, Pinkerton, West Braes and
Kilmining, as well as acquiring the
Community Hall, and we can look
forward to exciting new
environmental and social
developments. As restrictions eased
over Spring, Summer and Autumn we
saw increasing use of the Hall as a
venue for the Folk Club and other
events, with the highly successful
Christmas Fayre in December.
Regrettably, the omicron COVID
variant emerged just before
Christmas, which greatly limited the
festive season. The closure of the
Kirk at Christmas seemed an ominous
sign, but we are a resilient
community, and we will undoubtedly
bounce back as the pandemic is
controlled.

Print Issues of Crail Matter.
Readers may know that we have
made available a print issue of Crail
Matters which has been distributed
and delivered free of charge within
the Burgh. Our intention was to keep
people who might be a little isolated
or lacking computer capacity a bit
more in touch with local events. The
response we have received suggests
this service has been appreciated. We
have printed 35 copies per week, and
this has been subsidized by Crail
Community Partnership from COVID
related funding. This subsidy will
shortly be exhausted, and despite our
successful publication of the Calendar
and Christmas Cards (and the
Anthology) to generate income, we
have not been able to raise enough
funds to continue. The cost of printing
is in the region of £300/month or
around £3,500/year (depending on
number of pages) and regrettably we
cannot sustain this on current levels
of income from donations. We feel
this is a useful public service and
would like to continue. If you agree
that this is worth continuing, may we
ask you to make either a one off or
regular donation to a separate fund we
will establish (The Print Purse)? We
will hold off making a decision on
this until 20 February to see if we can
achieve a realistic level of support,
but if we fail at that point the print

Crail Matters were very pleased to
support the installation of Emergency
posts along the coastal path.

A Planning Application for a
Building Warrant 21/03258/BW |
Internal and External Alterations to
Hotel Premises | Balcomie Links
Hotel Balcomie Road Crail
Anstruther Fife KY10 3TN has been
received by Fife Council, but no
details are provided.
We would like to thank all those
readers who have donated to Crail
Matters over the past year, and we
look forward to continued production
in the New Year. If you would like to
work with us in producing Crail
Matters, pleases contact us - you
would be very welcome. We have
plans for expansion and change in
2022 of which more later…….

The Royal Burgh of Crail and
District
Community Council Notes

help with repairs to the bowling green clubhouse, planting
at Victoria gardens, the Town Hall Management
Committee, Crail Putting Green. and repairs to the Mercat
Unicorn in Marketgate

Next meeting 31 January
2022 at 7.15pm
in the Town Hall

- We have met with Fife Council officials to push for traffic
calming and road safety measures at the Denburn narrows,
and an agreed future level of grass maintenance at Room
Bay and Castle Walk.

Contact:
crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for
further information

- We are in the early stages of promoting a revamp/
replacement of the children’s playpark opposite the
primary school, and we are lobbying for improved mobile
phone reception.
- The Council received a presentation on keeping older
people safe by Brian Rapley (BR) who is the development
manager of Hourglass Scotland Community Hub.

Review of 2021
Who would have believed, back in March 2020, that the
effects of the pandemic would still be seriously disrupting
everyday life throughout 2021 and beyond?
From a Community Council perspective we were fortunate
that we were still able to meet monthly, albeit remotely
through Zoom, and then the glorious first ‘live’ meeting
after a 16 month gap in June 2021.
Sadly, Community Council meetings are rarely well
attended unless there is a big local issue that is creating a
bit of controversy. Perhaps we have been lucky that, whilst
there are always local issues, there has been nothing so
controversial to have us inundated by zoomers or
attendees!
There has however been lots going on and a few wee
success stories:.
- After what has seemed like years of complaining and
campaigning about the potholes and general state of the
roads by the Community council, both High Street and
Marketgate were resurfaced.
- The Community Council also organised, through Fife
Council, for the provision of 2 ‘big belly’ solar powered
rubbish bins to help to collect the vast increase in rubbish
(fish n chip boxes especially!) as a consequence of record
numbers of post lockdown visitors.

- The Community Council has been active in seeking
remedies for the Flooding issues in Crail.
- We made donations to Crail shops, Waid Academy and
Crail Primary School from COVID Emergency Funds.
- The Council continues to work with Fife Council to
replace the entrance signs to Crail and to generally
improve signage in the Burgh.
- Working with Fife Coast and Countryside Trust the
Council have effected various repairs in Roome Bay.
We are fortunate in Crail, to have an active Community
Council with a full complement of 10 community
councillors, backed up by our 3 Fife Councillors. Two
councillors, Paul Hutchinson and Jude Gallon, resigned
during 2021 and we would like to thank them for all the
effort they put in whilst members; we were pleased to
welcome as members Alan Hood and Lynsey Watson.
2022 is change time with Fife Council elections in May
and Community Council elections in September. These are
two good opportunities for everyone to express their
democratic right to vote for the folk who will represent us
in our dealings with Fife Council over the ensuing 4 years.
With the way the world is going, it is vitally important that
we have a strong and effective voice to make our views
and concerns known.

- We supported applications to the Common good fund to

Crail Calendars
We have 6 Calendars still unsold,
and we are happy to make them
available on a first come first
served basis for £6 each. If you
would like to avail of this offer,
please contact us on
crailmatters@gmail.com
so that we can arrange payment
and delivery.

The Balcomie Caravan Park
Residents held their annual
dance and fundraiser in Crail
Community Hall on the 2nd
October 2021, raising an
amazing total of £1,900 which
has been donated to the Scottish
Air Ambulance service. Well
done Billie and Shona Annal,
and those that participated and
contributed to this important
cause.
If you would like to use Crail
Community Hall for fundraising for charities please
contact us to discuss
preferential rates.
crailcommunityhall@gmail.com
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Worship Resources

Crail Parish Church Intimations
During the absence of Revd. John Murray, the Revd. Peter
Neilson may be contacted for pastoral matters at 01333
450852
All church services at Crail Church will be at 11.30 am.
this year
Please note the change of time
We are still using 1 metre socially distancing but have
capacity for 100 people.
We still need details for test and protect and face coverings
must be worn.
All welcome, contact us at crailchurchsession@gmail.com
Prayer Group will start again on the 13th January at
10.30am in Anstruther Church.

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate North Crail Refer
to web site http://www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate, Pittenweem is
open for worship at 1130 on Sundays and is also
broadcasting the services. For details of all services and the
online link required go to:
https://eastneuk-episcopal.co.uk
Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem. Our Sunday
service and Sunday School is at 10.30am each Sunday. All
Welcome! Service also available online. http://
coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk For urgent pastoral
needs please contact 01333 312041
pastor_ccc@btinternet.com
Kingsbarns Parish Church, Sunday services are at 10.00
am each week. All are welcome at this friendly village
church. Please bring a face covering.

East Neuk Food Bank – Donations for the food bank are
being accepted and can be left in the box in the tower area.

Lifeboat Collecting Box
The little lifeboat collecting Box has been a familiar sight
on many shop counters over the years. But now there’s
only one in Crail, in Barnett’s, the bakers “Trouble is,
people don’t carry cash any more“. Lesley and Kenny
Handley, who have faithfully collected those blue and
white boxes and taken them along to Anstruther for over
30 years are stepping down from being the RNLI’s
organisers in Crail.
There will no longer be a stall at the harbour on
weekends, reminding people how important a lifeboat
can be when you, you family, or even your dog are in
trouble “Increasingly, people would say, ‘Oh, don't you
take cards’”. said Lesley, “and we couldn’t. And we are
getting on. We’ll still put out the books when its fine
outside the house, though.”
TV programmes have brought home to many people the
dedication of crews. Such as the eight men who put out
from Anstruther on Dec 21, 1981, to aid a ship and did
not come home for Christmas. A standing order with
your bank - it doesn’t need to be huge - would give the
RNLi the certainty of a regular income. And we could
try carrying some cash when we go to the baker’s.
Sheila Partington, Crail

Call for Volunteers: West Quarry Braes (NO 595089)
West Quarry Braes is an SWT reserve which has been somewhat neglected and rarely visited in recent years, partly
because parking and access are difficult. Recently, Mark Oksien, convener for the reserve visited the site with SWT
committee members and they have made recommendations for actions to enhance the habitat for migrating birds and
other wildlife. The work initially will involve clearing fallen trees, creating a path network and eradication of non-native
plant species.We are looking to assemble work parties drawn from SWT, Fife Bird Club and Crail Community
Partnership to undertake relevant practical tasks, on site, in the first three months of next year, COVID regulations
permitting. The dates proposed are:
January 11th (Tue) & 22nd (Sat)
February 8th (Tue) & 19th (Sat)
March 1st (Tue) & 19th (Sat)
Each day would be split into two sessions: from 10-12 and 12:30-2:30, with a break for a quick lunch, giving volunteers
the option of coming for half a day or a full day.
This is an ideal opportunity to become involved in some practical conservation activities. If you are interested, please
contact Ian Hunter (rsrvsfifekinswt@gmail.com) as soon as possible indicating on which days you would be available (if
known).
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M90 Approaching the Queensferry
Crossing Closure
The northbound carriageways of the
M90 Queensferry will be closed
overnight on Wednesday 12 January.
Its closure will allow for the repair of
defective sign panels on overhead
gantries.
BEAR Scotland is advising motorists
to expect longer journey times and to
prepare ahead.
Essential repairs
Both sections will be closed from M9
Junction 1A Kirkliston to M90
Junction 1A Queensferry, from 8pm
on January 12 2022 until 5am the
following day.
Meanwhile, the A90 northbound will
be restricted to a single lane running in
the hard shoulder from Scotstoun
underpass to M90 Junction 1A
Queensferry

BEAR Scotland is advising motorists
to expected disruption. In addition,
diversion routes will be introduced for
those wishing to join the M90
northbound.
Traffic on the M9 northbound will be
directed to exit at Junction 3
Burghmuir and continue via the A803
and the A904 to Queensferry.
Meanwhile, traffic on the M9
southbound will be directed to turn at
M9 Junction 1 Newbridge, before
joining the same diversion route as
northbound M9 traffic.
Diversions will be in place
The A90 northbound will remain open
between the Maybury Road junction
and the Burnshot Bridge for local
access only. Tommy Deans, BEAR
Scotland’s Network Manager for
South East Scotland, said: “It is
essential to close the northbound M90
on the night of January 12 to allow

safe access for our operatives to repair
sign panels on overhead gantries.
“We’ve scheduled the works at night
to minimise disruption, however
motorists planning to travel on the
night of January 12 should plan ahead
and allow some extra time for their
journey.
“We’re grateful to road users and local
communities for their patience.”
All work is weather dependent and
may be cancelled or postponed in the
event of adverse conditions, BEAR
Scotland have added.

Crail - early January evening

Police Scotland Calls Received (up to 31/12/2021)
In total 1065 calls have been received in the North East Fife Area. This breaks down in the East Neuk with 207 calls in
total as follows: Area 20A (including Crail) as a whole received 41 Calls.
Crail 15 Calls to the police, consisting of various nature, assist members of the public, suspect person, anti-social
behaviour, fraud and various other calls. 3 crimes recorded in this period.
Kingsbarns 3 calls to the police, consisting of various Road Traffic related calls, house breaking, concern for person and
neighbour disputes. 1 crime recorded in this period.
Fife Council: Plastic Recycling
From March 2022 Fifers can go greener by recycling even more plastic!
We’ll be the first area in Scotland able to separate flexible plastics, like film, from the other cans
and plastics that end up in our green bins.
It’s all possible following to an award of £470,000 from the Scottish Government's
#RecyclingImprovementFund , administered by Zero Waste Scotland, which will be invested in
specialist equipment capable of separating and sorting different types of plastics and cans. Once
it's separated we can send it off to be recycled locally, which will help create and support jobs.
And once it’s up and running at Cireco Scotland’s recycling facility in
Dunfermline, we’ll save on landfill taxes, avoiding costs of around £100,000 a year.
For the time being there’s no need to make any changes to what goes into your green bin. We’ll let you
know when we’re ready for flexible plastics once the new sorting equipment is in place, so watch out
for more information in the new year.
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Bin Collection

Crail Community Open Day

You can find your bin collection
arrangements for your address
by consulting the web site :
https://www.fife.gov.uk/
services/bin-calendar

On the 22nd January the Community Partnership invite local voluntary organisations
to promote their organisations in Crail Community Hall, from 10:00 to 12:00. This is
intended for voluntary and/or charitable organisations to promote their activities,
encourage membership and attract new people to participate in the activities or join
committees.

12 January Green bin
19 January Brown and Blue bin
26 January Grey bin
2 February Blue bin

Each organisation will be offered a table within the large hall. Tea, coffee and cakes/
biscuits will be available.
For information or to reserve a table please contact crailcommunityhall@gmail.com

Newsletter
1/2022

Welcome to the
Crail Community Hall Newsletter and
Happy New Year!
After a busy end of 2021 with loads of exciting highlights 2022 at the Hall will be
just as jam-packed with special events, concerts, murder mystery and much more.
If you haven’t registered your team for the the Crail Quiz Nights hurry as there are
only a few slots left to compete for the title of Crail’s best quizzers. You can still
book all three nights or just one or two.
On Valentine’s Day we have a special treat in store for you. Why not celebrate with
your dearest in a slightly different way? Watch a murder mystery unfold on stage in
a professionally performed play and then flex your detective skills and have your
chance to interrogate each suspect in turn! Bring a team or come on your own.
Funny, mysterious and a good night for all including some great food.
This, however, is not the only murder mystery in the hall this spring. Participate in a
real crime investigation and be part of the Jury to decide if the last man hanged in
Dundee really was Jack the Ripper? Guilty or Not Guilty – it’s for you to judge!
Music and food is on the calendar in March. Starting with a Jazz Brunch completed
with a performance by Louise Major- three sets of 40 minutes guarantee Jazz galore.
This is followed by a concert with the Southampton University Jazz and Orchestra
Bands, who are touring Scotland and have agreed to play at CCH. A concert of two
halves warming us up for spring.
Our April concert features the fabulous Katy Hurt and is followed by our spring
highlight - the Easter Fayre. Kid’s painting competition and treasure hunt round up
a two day fayre with stalls and the Easter Cafe.
Remember that all are welcome to pop in to the Coastline Friendship Club for a
soup, a cuppa and a blether every second Friday.
For tickets and further information please follow the links from the events page on
our website.

See you soon!

Important Dates
22 Jan,19 Feb,19 Mar –19.00
Quiz Nights
14 February – 19.00
Valentine’s Murder Mystery
Dinner
27 February – 15.00
Jack the Ripper – The Jury is
Out
20 March – 12.00
Jazz Brunch with Louise Major
27 March – 15.00
Jazz and Orchestra Concert
Southampton University
14 Aril – 20.00
Concert – Katy Hurt
16-17 April – 11.00 – 16.00
Easter Fayre and Cafe - Kids’
Painting Competition and
Treasure Hunt

Regular Events
Every two weeks on Fridays 11.30 – 13.30
Coastline Friendship Club from
7/1/22
Wednesdays-9.15,10.30,11.40
Pilates with Judy Drew from
12/1/22 until 30/3/22
Tuesdays - 19.00
Badminton and Table Tennis
until 29/03/2022
2nd and 4th Thursday - 20.00
Folk Club

Crail Community Hall - St Andrews Road – Crail - KY10 3UH
crailcommunityhall@gmail.com
https://www.crailcommunityhall.co.uk/
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell, photos by John Anderson

January 1st and a new year, and a new
year list. I spent all day doing my
traditional bird race to see how many
species I can see on the local patch. I
reached 76 – the record is 85, and last
year it was 84. So not so good this
year. The reason? Not lack of effort –
I was out 30 minutes before there was
any hint of light, and kept going until
dusk, covering Boarhills, Kingsbarns,
Kippo, Carnbee, Denburn, Fife Ness,
Kilminning and many places in
between. The weather was to blame I
think. Windy, very mild (thirteen
degrees) and barely light until 11 that
morning. Most birds spent the day
roosting. I have never had such a
slow start to the day, with only 25
species in the first hour. I got lucky
with some species: a great northern
diver and a goosander on the sea at
Kenly, a water rail at the pond at
Boarhills. But this didn’t compensate
for the easy birds I missed: song
thrush, meadow pipit and collared
dove being bizarrely elusive. The first
species of the day was a robin singing
at 7:30 from a distant Crail garden as
I headed off to Boarhills for my usual
start. The last species was golden
plover, flying in to Sauchope to roost
after sunset, as I scanned the airfield
in vain for another of the missing but
usually easy species – grey
partridges. As always it is a very
positive start to the year. Appreciating
the commonplace properly again, and
really looking hard at everything.
I saw two jays on the 2nd. One at the
secret bunker woods and a second up
at the small oak wood at Hurlmakin
(a kilometer north of Carnbee). Some
years jays are very hard to find
around Crail (few woods and even
fewer oak trees). But I saw a jay at

Great Spotted Woodpecker

Hurlmakin in June, and the Secret
Bunker Woods used to be my go-to
place on Jan 1st to find a jay. They
seem to be back, and hopefully they
will be breeding as well. I picked up
some other missing species from my
Jan 1st bird list: a great spotted
woodpecker and a redwing with the
second jay, some grey partridges
calling at Ovenstone, a flock of
meadow pipits over one of the stubble
fields I was mapping.

You need a big stage to appreciate a
peregrine. On the 3rd I was up at
Upper Kenly – one of the highest
points on the patch – and looking out
over the East Neuk right round to the
Aberdeenshire coast, with the North
Sea and snowy Highlands in the
background. A peregrine approached
from the west. At first, it was just a
falcon shape in the distant sky – with
no point of reference for scale I had
that Father Ted moment of not being
sure if it was a small merlin close or a
large peregrine far away. But as it
came closer, the heavier wing beats
and the chunky anchor shape of a
female peregrine became clear. And
as it came closer still, the black hood
and moustachial strips, and a bluegrey back became visible, making it
an adult. I watched it from Dunino to
Pitmilly. A transit of a minute – the
peregrine not visibly hurrying. I lost
sight of it but could still track it as the
woodpigeon flocks in the fields
responded to it, flying up in dense
clumps to get above it. Then I picked
the peregrine up again in the middle
of a flock splitting rapidly into two. It
was in full attack mode, gaining
height and then power diving, wings
beating strongly after a feral pigeon
that was separated from one of the
main groups. It swooped up behind it
but missed. A pigeon may not be able
to out accelerate a peregrine, but they
are more manoeuvrable. The
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peregrine
wasback round in a second and aimed
at a second pigeon. It seemed to have
already lost heart and began pacing
the pigeons rather than chasing. And
then it was gliding and slow flapping
again. Heading off towards
Kingsbarns where it could regain the
element of surprise.
The 4th was a cold day! Overnight
there was a frost and the following
morning, with the wind chill, it was
below freezing. But some sunshine,
which makes a change from the very
grey last December. I walked around
the fields by the shore at Kilrenny
Mill. There are now over 50 corn
buntings in the forage rape field there.

I put up four common snipe from the
damp grassy bank that forms the old
eroded cliff face above the shore.
Perhaps snipe from further inland
looking for unfrozen ground, or
perhaps the birds that are always
there. I usually walk along the coastal
path rather than through the grass
above: good snipe habitats are very
wet and uncomfortable to walk
through. Snipe have ridiculously long
bills and they use them to probe deep
into damp soil. When you handle a
snipe or find the remains of one (they
are quite often caught by
sparrowhawks), you can feel that their
bills are quite flexible at the tip. There
is a central bone, but the covering and
the last couple of centimeters is quite
rubbery. Snipe can open and close
just the tip (like a finger and thumb)
and can even bend their whole bill a
little. Good for grabbing and
extracting worms from underground.
But no good for frozen ground.
The cold weather continued until the
end of the week, but with a couple of
days of contrast on the 6th and 7th.
Last Thursday was dull and stormy,
and Friday, much brighter and clearer.
It felt fairly raw on Balcomie Beach
on the 6th. The sanderling were

roosting on the beach at mid-tide in a
compact flock. There will be a tradeoff: when running around looking for
food loses more energy than can be
gained. Then it is time to go to roost.
A cold wind will make sitting tight in
a flock a much more appealing thing
to do. Not all of the sanderling were
roosting – like all trade-offs, the point
that they kick in is individual and
context specific. Some sanderling will
have run down their reserves, or will
be poorer competitors and so could
not afford to stop feeding. Overall
there were about 60 sanderling on the
beach, twenty purple sandpipers
(perhaps avoiding the big waves
along the rocky shore), and some
dunlin and ringed plovers. There were
a lot of gulls too. Mostly blackheaded and common gulls hovering
into the wind and picking up washed
out invertebrates, their feet dangling
into the water as they kited into the
wind.
The 7th was quieter, with beautiful
late afternoon sunlight. I spent the last
hour of daylight at Balcomie. The
beach was already deserted as all the
waders had gone for an early roost

again, except for the redshanks.
Redshanks, for some reason, don’t
tend to put on much in the way of fat
reserves in the winter and so keep
feeding all day and often all night
when conditions are harsh. I saw a
red-breasted merganser at Fife Ness
making a creditable 91 for the year
list after the first week of 2022.
Through last week I added some easy
ones: ringed plover, common scoter,
gannet and song thrush, plus, not to
be taken for granted yet, a group of
four ravens flying over Coal Farm at
Pittenweem on the 5th. Ravens have
now been early birds on the year list
for the last three years reflecting their
colonization of the East Neuk. As
long as they are left alone they should
be here to stay. Another corvid (not
covid) – the jay – is also becoming
more common. I had my third this
year (and my 4th in a month)
squawking away in the wood at
Dunino Church last Friday. It is
becoming too much of a coincidence:
I think we have a few more jays
around at the moment.
One of the highlights of my week was
a male kestrel hunting over the Crail

to Anstruther road at Caiplie. It was
there in the morning and then still
there at lunchtime when I came back
to Crail. What made it special was the
fact the kestrel was hovering over the
middle of the road just above the
height of the cars, as it scoped the
hedgerow base alongside the road.
Despite cars passing beneath it so
close you could have touched it if you
were in an open top (not likely this
chilly week), it remained hovering,
absolutely motionless except for its
flickering wings, resolutely
concentrating on the ground beside it.
The view from my car was fantastic –
passing just a meter below the kestrel
both times. I could see the highlights
on its claws. If you were on the road
that day you can’t have failed to be
impressed.

Kestrel

Fife Council have announced various road closures
in St Andrews from 10.01.2022 until 18.02.2022
Lamond Drive (entire length); St Mary Street (entire
length); Abbey Walk (entire length); Abbey Street
(entire length); South Street (from Abbey Street to
North Street); North Street (from South Street to
Union Street); City Road (entire length); Bridge Street
(entire length); Largo Road (from Canongate to Tom
Morris Drive); Tom Morris Drive (entire length);
Gibson Place (entire length); and The Links at Gibson
Place jct.
Temporary No Waiting/No Loading at Any Time North Street (both sides) – from Golf Place to Union
Street; Links Crescent (both sides) – from City Road
to Golf Place.
The works will be carried out in phases. Phases and
alternative routes will be dictated by signage on site as
works progress. These works are to allow carriage
way patching and repairs. Access for emergency
service vehicles, residents and pedestrians will be
maintained.
These road works are likely to delay travel to and
reduce access in St Andrews

MOBILE
LIBRARY
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The Crail Seagull has his eye on you
Crail was unusually busy at the last few days of the year, so I decided to relocate out to Fluke
Dubs where all us wild things can be assured of plenty peace and quiet. There were more
walkers than usual, and more of the usually dark houses were lit up at night, but they generally
don’t bother me or any of the other wild things that live out here, as the wildlife tend to lie low
during the day.
However, on the 31st things changed. Very late at night there were sudden showers of sparks in
the night sky, accompanied by lots of loud bangs. What was this? We, and I include the rabbits,
badgers, deer and all the small creatures were seriously worried. What was going on?
The wise owl, who’s usually awake and alert at that late hour told me next day that these
strange happenings were fireworks, which are used as a form of celebration. I just wonder if the
celebrating folk were aware how frightened all of us were. We’re used to peaceful nights, and
lots of us were very disturbed by it all. One thing that I did notice was that the houses usually
occupied didn’t do that type of celebration. Why? Perhaps they celebrate differently from
visitors. Don’t get me wrong. I’m not against anyone having a good time, we were all just surprised at the sudden noise
and flashing lights. We all have fun in different ways. I won’t even begin to tell you how we seagulls entertain ourselves,
but I can guarantee you wouldn’t like it! I should mention that none of us were injured, just scared, so no real harm done.

Crail Matters only works because you support it.
WE NEED YOUR HELP.
If you haven’t yet supported us, then please consider
doing so. And if you have, very many thanks!.
Donations can be made directly to our bank account
(Crab Publishing) at: Sort Code: 83-26-28 A/c No.:
15518709. Alternatively go to our website
www.crailmatters.com for information on credit card
donations and subscriptions.
Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We
need willing hands to help with Editing, layout and
production. We also need local reporters. If you would
like to help please contact us.
Report Fly tipping
Please use this form to report Flytipping (https://
www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/DumbDumpers) , or call 0300
777 2292. The details will be passed to the relevant
enforcement agency. Please do not interfere with waste
material as it may be hazardous or potentially be used as
evidence.

If you are interested in the Spanish Civil War, the special Issue
on ‘Fifers in the Spanish Civil War’ published by Crail Matters
has now been published by Crab Press and is available as an
ebook on Amazon.co.uk - go to Amazon.co.uk and then enter
search term ‘Fifers in the Spanish Civil War’ - price £3.00.

Advert/Copy Submission to Crail Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material for publication

We are looking to expand the fitness class offer at Crail
Community Hall in addition to the very successful
Pilates classes that are run by Judy Drew every
Wednesday.
Anybody who is qualified and would like to run their
own fitness classes at Crail Community Hall can contact
crailcommunityhall@gmail.com
to discuss further details. Please feel free to spread the
word.
Crail Community Hall - Events and Activities
If you would like to organise an event or a series of
activities in the community owned, Crail Community
Hall please contact the Events Manager
Crailcommunityhall@gmail.com
We will comply with government issued regulations in
regard to Covid-19 We will review, government issued
guidance with regard to covid-19. Where relevant to
Crail Community Hall (CCH) and activities at CCH we
will follow such guidance and ensure all users also
follow such guidance.

The mobile Post Office van will be in
operation Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday afternoon.

A subsidized hard copy version of Crail Matters is
available delivered to your house for people who have
difficulty in accessing the digital issue. Please contact us
(or a member of the Editorial Team) if you feel you fall
into this category. This is a service dependent on volunteers
to deliver, and at the moment only available in Crail.

in a variety of formats, but we prefer .doc, .jpg and .pdf
copy. We would urge anyone submitting material to have
regard to efficient use of space - we cannot guarantee to
publish in original format large adverts designed as
posters. We reserve the right to edit material.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Thursday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2021: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter, Mary Butler. Phone contact 07391986293.
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