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Crail Matters Funding
We are delighted to announce that for the time being we can continue to provide the print copies of Crail Matters. We
have not yet met our target for the year, but are very encouraged by the response so far - THANK YOU!! We estimate
we are currently around £1,000 short for the year for the print issues, and we of course have our other expenses to cover.
But your generosity is again allowing us to continue to provide the service we do. If you want to contribute, probably the
easiest way is to set up a monthly debit or donation through our web site using the credit card facility, or by making a
donation directly to our our bank account (Crab Publishing) at: Sort Code: 83-26-28 A/c No.: 15518709 or by contacting
us at crailmatters@gmail.com.
Thank you for your support.

Ponds proliferate at Pinkerton Triangle

With grateful thanks to Ashburn House and Balcomie Links Caravan
Parks for their donation of time and resources.
Further plans will be posted in Crail Matters.
Crail Community Partnership

House for rent
With the arrival of a campervan we
plan to rent out our detached house
in Crail. To take best advantage of
its sea view, the house has an upsidedown layout with 2 bedrooms, a
bathroom, utility room and an
occasional bedroom/study on the
ground floor. Upstairs there is a
bright open plan sitting area/dining
area/kitchen and a shower room.
There is ample storage, small, easily
maintained gardens to the front and
rear(south facing) and a driveway.
The house is available from the end
of March for an initial period of 6
months or a year, terms to be agreed.
Please contact
crailmatters@gmail.com for further
information.

Scotland’s leading Murder Mystery Theatre is
coming to Crail Community Hall
th
Combine a night at the theatre with dinner on 14 February at Crail Community
Hall.
The Team at Crail Community Hall has managed to secure a performance by
Scotland’s leading Murder Mystery Company.
The evening will include a theatre performance and a two course dinner at Crail
Community Hall. You’ll be welcomed with a complementary glass of Prosecco.
Seated at your table you can enjoy five-star theatre and dinner at the same time. The
professional ensemble will also invite you to participate in solving the murder.
An evening not to miss and a unique opportunity to spend Valentine’s Day with a
difference!
Tickets are available through
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/crail-community- partnership
Further information through the hall’s website and in this edition of Crail Matters.
https://www.crailcommunityhall.co.uk/post/valentine-s- murder-mystery-dinner

NEW SEASON
NEW VENUE
Monday 21st Feb.
in Community Hall
Everyone welcome…
see you there!
(7.30pm)

Signs of
early
spring
Balcomie
Links
Hotel
Gordon
Baxter

Letter to the Editor
I am fortunate to own a
campervan. It has many uses
including taking large domestic
items to be recycled at
Pittenweem. I was also fortunate
to own a swinging garden seat.
Sadly due to overindulging at
Christmas when I sat on it, it
collapsed and was beyond
repair. Too big for a car so into
the camper it went. I was
stopped at the recycling centre. “
You need a time slot for that” No
other vehicles in the centre but I
was told to drive to Pittenweem,
book a slot online, which I did
and returned an hour later and
dispensed with my seat.
This week following a clear out I
booked a slot at Pittenweem to
recycle a couple of bulky metal
items. On arrival, I waited for
the barrier to rise. Four
recycling operatives came out of
the office and Five pairs of eyes
turned on me and the boss
approached. I assume he was
boss as he was carrying a
clipboard. “you can’t come in
with that van. It’s a high top.

They are clamping down on high
tops”. “You can’t recycle your
stuff here. “Presumably I must
drive to Ladybank. Meanwhile,
my wife, a formidable Weegie
was removing the BBQ, etc
through the side door to the cries
of “you can’t do that. You’ll get
done for fly tipping. Get the
camera! “
Anyway, with cars building up
behind (sorry) we did place items
in appropriate skips.
We asked why the rule, but were
told “we don’t make the rules”.
I think the workers were
annoyed. Maybe they were
having a meeting or was it a
party? I did notice a leather
suitcase.
For information, a high top is
around 39cm higher than a
normal transit van, same length,
same width. When booking I
chose the option medium
campervan.
Who does make the rules? Mr.
Jobsworth? Am I not allowed to
say that?
Brian Rogers, Crail

Honeypot Still For Sale !
Graham and Edna at The Honeypot Guest House & Tearoom are
reaching out to Crail Matters readers asking whether any second home
owners, friends or local residents might know someone who wishes to
move to Crail and run a lifestyle business.
Unfortunately, a family with local connections have had to pull out of
their move to Scotland and their new lives running the business here on
High Street. Accordingly an opportunity still exists to purchase the
business in an off market sale. The property is presented in truly walk
condition, a short form sales schedule with guide price on application is
available for any interested parties by contacting the owners on 01333
450935 or by email info@honeypotcrail.co.uk
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Kingsbarns Scottish Women’s Rural Institute
Wednesday 16 February 2022
Kingsbarns Memorial Hall
at 2 pm
Learn about

Making Kilts
Visitors and New Members Welcome
£3:50 to include Tea/Coffee & Biscuits and
Raffle

Crail Dawn Craig Gowans
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WILD CRAIL
Will Cresswell, Photos John Anderson

There was a fierce south-westerly gale for most of the 29th,
although with a temperature of 11 degrees it didn’t feel very
wintery. The sea was smeared into white spray and
Balcomie Beach was like a miniature sandstorm. It was too
eye-watering to bird very well, although in front of the hide
at Fife Ness was perfectly sheltered. I watched the sea for
thirty minutes that afternoon – lovely sunlight, good
visibility and big waves. I had a few razorbills passing,
often much higher than usual if the wind was behind them,
and a single puffin (taking the Crail year list up to 99).
There were lots of kittiwakes – perhaps 100 in total - but
only four gannets.
I walked through Kittock’s Den and back to Boarhills along
the coastal path, between the gales on the morning of the
30th. Last year I was optimistic about the pair of ravens
here, thinking that they might start breeding. They didn’t
and probably relocated to nest in the Secret Bunker woods.
This year there is no sign of the ravens regularly around
Fairmont, but they are to still to be found between Kippo
and the Secret Bunker. If they are nesting there (again?)
they will have started already. It was very quiet in the Den
– but there are lots of trees down from the winter storms.
The shoreline was busier: goldeneyes, wigeon, teal and
mallards, and the usual greenshank.

and hard back never bodes well; much better hard out – into
an easterly – for getting good birds, and then a triumphant,
easy ride back to Crail. Balcomie Beach only had a single
common gull along the tideline, and many of the waders
were probably feeding in more sheltered, rocky bits. There
were kittiwakes shooting by Fife Ness, but otherwise little
else. At least I avoided the diary anomaly. When I read
someone’s birdy notes, or worse, look at Twitter, it is
continuous thrills and spills – fantastic birds, close wildlife
encounters – and even though I know these are the edited
highlights from thousands of observers, there is still that
sense of missing out and wondering why my day hasn’t
featured a belted kingfisher or a walrus. So that day (and
quite a few days this winter) I am at least redressing the
balance. My birding highlight was simply getting home,
not too wet and with a happy, well run dog.

It remained busy down at Balcomie Beach. At low tide on
the 3rd there were about 200 waders. Mostly sanderling,
but with good numbers of dunlin, purple sandpipers and
ringed plovers. And the ever present oystercatchers,
curlews and redshanks. The long-tailed duck seemed to
have moved on. Now it is the goldeneye displaying to each
other with their strange head popping movements.

In contrast, sea watching from Fife Ness was about as quiet
as it ever gets. Normally there are many species you don’t
bother to count because they are passing constantly –
gannets, auks, kittiwakes etc. On the 3rd, in 30 minutes, I
only got above double figures for one species – about 30
razorbill passing. I did have an early great skua (100 for the
Crail year list). They are very unusual mid-winter and
should be off the coast of West Africa. It lumbered north.
Several other observers saw it later that morning as it
reached Tentsmuir and then doubled back into St Andrews
Bay, attracted by the many gulls there.

The brent geese were still at Boghall Farm on the morning
of the 6th, although it was eight in the flock, one less than
in January. They were feeding in the sheep pasture field
next to the shore which held all the twite and corn buntings
last winter. This winter it is grass, great for the geese, but
less good for seed eaters. There is a field of turnips further
up the hill towards the farm buildings, and not really visible
from the coastal path. I suspect the twite and buntings will
have moved up there. The next farm along, heading
towards Boarhills, and before the Kenly Burn (Hillhead
Farm) was much better for seed eaters. 30 corn buntings,
100 yellowhammer and 50 goldfinch and linnets were in a
set aside field margin of wild bird seed mix. But the best
place for corn buntings is still the stubble field just to the
north of Kingsbarns. The farmer has added a big pile of old
wheat to its attractions and there was a flock of 50 corn
buntings mining it, just like the heap up along the old
railway line last winter. It is a good place to potentially
catch them for colour-ringing, but not while this spell of
windy weather continues.

John Anderson had a little gull on Balcomie Beach on the
4th. I went down there the following morning in the hope
of seeing it. Winter little gulls are unusual, although several
other late summer and autumn species – like manx
shearwaters and great skuas – are around this winter. Little
gulls are one of my favourite gulls: neat, compact and just
that bit unusual that seeing one always makes a day. But not
that day. There was another gale blowing. The sort of gale
that gets my bike and me down to Fife Ness in less than ten
minutes, but then makes it thirty minutes back. Easy out
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District
Community Council
Next meeting 28 February 2022 at 7.15pm
in the Town Hall
Contact: crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com for further information
CCC have finally had clarification about the procedure for commemorative benches and plaques There are only limited
opportunities for new or replacement benches at Roome bay or in other public spaces in Crail. All requests should be
submitted to James Mackenzie at Fife Council contact gm.enquiries@fife.gov.uk. If a copy is also sent to
Cllr.bill.porteous@fife.gov.uk, he will keep an eye on progress.

Denburn Diggers
Saturday was our regular
Denburn Diggers day and
despite the wind quite a few
brave souls ventured down.
There was an enormous
amount of felled wood and
branches which had fallen
over a raised bed, and we set
to chopping up branches and
logs and piling them up
alongside the wall. Some logs
suitable for firewood were
stacked along the wall by the
gate for anyone who can use them to take. Please note that
they will need to be dried out and will not be suitable for using
until next winter. Also, it is evergreen wood which can be
tarry and should be used sparingly. We managed to clear the
area where new growth and bulbs are coming up. There are
also round of tree trunk which
could perhaps be used in
gardens as children's seat. We
certainly got a workout, and all
for free!
Spring in Denburn

Decaying bench in Roome Bay (family Collins) replaced
by new bench
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Snowdrops in the Denburn

Colin Morrison

Worship Resources

Crail Parish Church Intimations
During the absence of John, our minister, the Revd.
Peter Neilson may be contacted for pastoral matters
at 01333 450852.
Services
13th February – Revd. Ewen Gilchrist.
20th February – Revd. Dr. Jonathan Humphrey
27th February – The Worship Team.
6th March - Revd. Peter Neilson.
Time of Services. Please note that throughout 2022 the
service in Crail Church will be at 11.30 a.m. and in St
Ayle at 10.00 a.m.
All
welcome.
You
can
contact
us
at
crailchurchsessionclerk@gmail.com.
Crail Church is open and there is no restriction on numbers
attending services. However we are still observing 1 metre
social distancing. Face coverings must be worn unless
medically exempt.
Guild. – The next meeting of the Guild is on Thursday 17th
February at 2.30 p.m. in the Kirk Hall.
Prayer Group. – The Prayer Group meets on a Thursday
morning at 10.30. a.m. in St Ayle, Anstruther.
East Neuk Foodbank – Donations for the Food Bank
are being accepted and can be left in the box in the
tower area.

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate North Crail Refer
to web site http://www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Sunday Mass changed from 8.45am to 9.00am
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate, Pittenweem is
open for worship at 1130 on Sundays and is also
broadcasting the services. For details of all services and the
online link required go to:
https://eastneuk-episcopal.co.uk
Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem. Our Sunday
service and Sunday School is at 10.30am each Sunday. All
Welcome! Service also available online. http://
coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk For urgent pastoral
needs please contact 01333 312041
pastor_ccc@btinternet.com
Kingsbarns Parish Church, Sunday services are at 10.00
am each week. All are welcome at this friendly village
church. Please bring a face covering.

Upcoming dates
Fridays from 11.30 – 13.30
4 February
18 February
4 March
18 March
1 April

Just join us at Crail Community hall!
No booking required!
East Neuk Coastal Safety Markers Now Active
The Coastal Safety
Markers that were
recently installed in
the East Neuk are
now operational.
The project was run
in partnership with RNLI Anstruther Community Safety
Team, Fife Coast and Countryside Trust and Police
Scotland and The Waid Academy.
Starting at Shell Bay and stretching to Kingsbarns, there
are 38 markers in total. If you find yourself in an
emergency situation, you can give the nearest post number
to the emergency services which will provide them with
an accurate location. All post locations are held by the
emergency services, so they know exactly where the best
access point is for each one, significantly cutting down
response times when every minute counts.
Read more https://fifecoastandcountrysidetrust.co.uk/
staying-safe.../
See https://player.stv.tv/episode/48hr/stv-news-dundee

Mobile Library - Marketgate Crail
24 Feb., 10, 24 March, 7, 21 April, 5, 19 May, 2, 16,
Bin Collection
You can find your bin collection arrangements for your
address by consulting the web site : https://
www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar
16 February Brown and Blue bins
23 February Grey bin
2 March Brown and Blue bins
9 March Green bin
16 March Brown and Blue bins
23 March Grey bin
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Fife Coastal Path
Cambo Sands to
St Andrews.
1st Feb to 1st March
Morrison Construction will soon be undertaking works on
behalf of Scottish Water to repair the landslip at the
embankment
face
caused by sewer
main burst last year
at
Castle
Golf
Course. The works
will
involve
a
number of helicopter
lifts to the site to
deliver materials. To
alleviate any health
and safety concerns,
marshalls will be
placed the path at
both east and west
sides during all lifts
to prevent all persons
encroaching near the
works location while
the helicopter is
dropping
off
materials.
The path will be open
for the duration of the
works.
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For Sale
Orvis dog flat dog bed - unused £25

Orvis car back seat
cover. Used, but
clean and good
condition £25

Contact
crailmatters@gmail.com

Summer Morning Studios
Candle Making Workshop
at The Beehive Crail
Thursday 10 March at 1700
For details and ticketing go to: https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/summermorning-studios-candle-makingworkshop-tickets-247938880867

The mobile Post Office
van will be in
operation
Monday,Tuesday and
Wednesday afternoon.

Report Fly tipping
Please use this form to report Flytipping
(https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/
DumbDumpers) , or call 0300 777 2292. The
details will be passed to the relevant
enforcement agency. Please do not interfere
with waste material as it may be hazardous or
potentially be used as evidence.

Fife to tackle Rural Housing Crisis - short term lets
The Highland Council & The Cairngorm National Park Authority has announced the start of a consultation on bold
powers for tackling the rural housing crisis across Badenoch & Strathspey. If established, all houses and flats within the
area used for secondary letting would be required to obtain planning approval to continue to be used as a short-term let.
This arises from a concern that the number of houses and flats being lost to secondary letting is such that it is unduly
restricting housing supply for full time residents and increasing local house prices, to the detriment of local
communities.
At a meeting of the Full Fife Council, a motion proposed by Cllr. Porteus seconded by Cllr. Brett, proposed a similar
process be implemented in Fife, and particularly in the East Neuk. This amended motion was passed unanimously by
Fife Council which may pave the way forward for the establishment of similar provision here. The motion is as follows.”
The Council note that the legislation is now in force to implement control areas for planning purposes. This would allow
Fife Council , as planning authority, to designate an area as a control area. Council acknowledges the pressures on our
communities from St Andrews and the East Neuk to Kincardine in relation to secondary letting and short term lets.
Following a briefing note on this matter, which was issued to all councillors on 7th September 2021, we would now look
to explore the opportunities that the legislation may offer around control zones and seek a report to Policy and
Coordination Committee on the process to be followed as the guidance is issued, by Scottish Government, with update
reports after implementation.”
Crail Matters will continue to report on further developments.

Stamps that say 1st or 2nd class are going to be unusable from 31 January 2023.
Royal Mail is shaking up the rules on stamps, so if you've got a stash that say '1st' or '2nd' class on them then by 31
January 2023 you'll no longer be able to simply stick 'em on a letter and use them. This is because Royal Mail is moving
to a new barcode system, which these stamps don't have.If you try to use these stamps – which impacts all those with the
Queen's head on them that say '1st' or '2nd' class, or any other price, or they're Christmas-themed – after this cut-off date
they will not be valid and you will have to pay a surcharge. Though Royal Mail is yet to confirm what this surcharge is
or how it will work in practice. "Special" commemorative stamps, such as the Doctor Who collection, are the only
exception, as these are not being phased out and can continue to be used after 31 January 2023.
You will, however, be able to exchange current stamps for barcoded ones for free under Royal Mail's new 'Swap Out'
scheme, which opens on 31 March 2022 and will run until 31 March 2023. To do this, you just need to fill in a 'Swap
Out' form from its website (the page isn't live yet), or call it, or get one from a local delivery office (not a post office
though). You'll then have to post back the stamps you want to swap to a Freepost address. We're waiting to find out if
there are any limits on the numbers you can swap and if you're covered for non-delivery.
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The Crail Seagull has his eye on you
A friend
(Colin
Morrison)
sent me a
picture of a Seagull checking out
the Loch Ness Monster at Fluke
Dub.
Have you noticed how suddenly
people are becoming very
concerned over littered wood
around, and are very helpfully
gathering it up and putting it into
their car boots? I don’t know why
when they are providing such a
public service they look a bit shifty,
and keep looking over their
shoulders to see if anyone is
watching. Well, who knows?

Crail Matters
Please note that the deadline for receipt of copy is now Wednesday evening
Crail Matters only works because you support it.
WE NEED YOUR HELP.
If you haven’t yet supported us, then please consider
doing so. And if you have, very many thanks!.
Donations can be made directly to our bank account
(Crab Publishing) at: Sort Code: 83-26-28 A/c No.:
15518709. Alternatively go to our website
www.crailmatters.com for information on credit card
donations and subscriptions.
Would you like to help us produce Crail Matters? We
need willing hands to help with Editing, layout and
production. We also need local reporters. If you would
like to help please contact us.

If you are interested in the Spanish Civil War, the special Issue
on ‘Fifers in the Spanish Civil War’ published by Crail Matters
has now been published by Crab Press and is available as an
ebook on Amazon.co.uk - go to Amazon.co.uk and then enter
search term ‘Fifers in the Spanish Civil War’ - price £3.00.

We are looking to expand the fitness class offer at Crail
Community Hall in addition to the very successful
Pilates classes that are run by Judy Drew every
Wednesday.
Anybody who is qualified and would like to run their
own fitness classes at Crail Community Hall can contact
crailcommunityhall@gmail.com
to discuss further details. Please feel free to spread the
word.
Crail Community Hall - Events and Activities
If you would like to organise an event or a series of
activities in the community owned, Crail Community
Hall please contact the Events Manager
Crailcommunityhall@gmail.com
We will comply with government issued regulations in
regard to Covid-19 We will review, government issued
guidance with regard to covid-19. Where relevant to
Crail Community Hall (CCH) and activities at CCH we
will follow such guidance and ensure all users also
follow such guidance.

Advert/Copy Submission to Crail Matters
The Editors are happy to accept material for publication in a variety of formats, but we prefer .doc, .jpg and .pdf copy. We
would urge anyone submitting material to have regard to efficient use of space - we cannot guarantee to publish in original
format large adverts designed as posters. We reserve the right to edit material.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Wednesday
5.00pm before publication. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of
Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion.
© Crab Publishing 2022: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon
Baxter, Mary Butler. Phone contact 07391986293.
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