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Fife Council Elections East Neuk Ward
Eight candidates have been nominated:
Fiona Corps (Scottish Liberal Democrats)
Sean Frazer Dillon (Scottish Liberal Democrats)
John James McIntosh Docherty (Independent)
Alycia Helen Hayes (Scottish National Party)
Linda Martha Holt (Independent)
Stuart Irwin (Scottish Labour Party)
Debbie MacCallum (Scottish Conservative Party)
David Stutchfield (Scottish Greens)
All candidates have been invited to an election
meeting, jointly sponsored by Crail Community
Council and Crail Matters, to be held on 27 April
at 7.30pm in Crail Community Hall, where
candidates will be invited to give a short address,
outlining their policies and what they propose to
offer Crail. There will be opportunity for audience
questions, but we also invite readers to submit
questions to Crail Matters to put to the candidates.
Fife Council has many failings - this is our
opportunity to influence what the Council does
through our elected representatives.
A rare opportunity!!
We understand the Crail Seagull has arranged for a
limited edition mug to be produced priced at £10
each. These will be available at the Easter Fayre,
and Crail Matters will also make them available to order write to crailmatters@gmail.com.

16 & 17 April
11 am – 4 pm
Crail Community Hall
www.crailcommunityhall.co.uk
Craft Stalls
Cafe
●
Kids’ Treasure Hunt
●
Kids’ Painting Competition
●
●

Crail Festival
Putting Green
2022

Needs You

Please volunteer for
the starting hut
For information email: jennigowans@btinternet.com/tel: 01333 450108

Worship Resources
Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate North Crail Refer
to web site http:// www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Sunday Mass changed from 8.45am to 9.00am
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate, Pittenweem is
open for worship at 1130 on Sundays and is also
broadcasting the services. For details of all services and the
online link required go to: https://eastneuk-episcopal.co.uk
Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem. Our Sunday
service and Sunday School is at 10.30am each Sunday. All
Welcome! Service also available online. http://
coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk For urgent pastoral
needs please contact 01333 312041
pastor_ccc@btinternet.com
Kilrenny Parish Church
Sunday services are at 9.45am each week. Services are
recorded, and are available on the church website, along
with additional information on events. Church Website:https://e-voice.org.uk/kilrenny/
Kingsbarns Parish Church, All are welcome at this
friendly village church. Sunday services are at 10.00 am
each week. For more information please contact Rev.
Wotherspoon, 07711706634,
wotherspoonrig@btinternet.com
Crail Kirk
During the absence of John, our minister, the Revd. Peter
Neilson may be contacted for pastoral matters at 01333
450852.

Services
10th April - Revd. Peter Neilson Palm Sunday.
Services for Holy Week and Easter Sunday.
14th April - Maundy Thursday Service including
Communion at Cellardyke Church at 7.00 p.m.
15th April - Good Friday Service at Crail Parish Church at
7’00 p.m.
17th April - Early Morning Service at Triangle Park at
8.00 a.m.
17th April - Revd Peter Neilson at 11.30 a.m.
Time of Services. Please note that throughout 2022 the
service in Crail Church will be at 11.30 a.m. and in St
Ayle at 10.00 a.m.All welcome. Contact:
crailchurchsessionclerk@gmail.com
Prayer Space – every Wednesday throughout Lent, Crail
Church will be open from 12.00pm to 1.00pm for private
prayer. Prayer Space will begin at 12.00pm with fifteen
minutes of guided prayer and then the remainder of the time
for people to come and go as they please. This allows us to
continue our prayful support of Ukraine as well as other
concerns.
Covid. It is no longer a legal requirement to wear a mask.
It is recognised however that some people will prefer to
continue to wear a mask. Whatever your choice please
continue to give people space. The present seating
arrangements will remain in place meanwhile.
Prayer Group. – The Prayer Group meets on a Thursday
morning at 10.30. a.m. in St Ayle, Anstruther.
East Neuk Foodbank – Donations for the Food Bank
are being accepted and can be left in the box in the
tower area.

There has been a thriving bridge club in Crail for many years but member
numbers have been declining in recent years and the club is in danger of
closure unless new members can be found. The Club has not met during the
pandemic but would like to restart in the coming winter if we can attract
some new members. If you are interested please e-mail Colin Chapman
(cjchapman107@btinternet.com) or phone (01334 880756) for more details.
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Denburn Dispatches
2nd April started a little dull and cool but the sun soon came out and we
warmed up with some hard work. We were kindly donated several boxes
of pansies – Thank you to Tom Hutchon – most of us spent at least some
of the morning planting these out to add some extra colour.
One or two other plants, donated by regular volunteers were also planted
while a couple of roses that have resolutely refused to flower over the last
few years despite much care and attention were finally cut back and dug
out to allow for something less thorny and more floriferous to go in. Many
sycamore seedlings were also pulled out or hoed from the paths before
they get too much of a foot-hold – if we let them all grow you soon
wouldn’t be able to move in Denburn wood.
It seemed like a litter picking fairy had beaten us to it or have people
finally learned to put their litter in the bins – anyway much less litter than
usual so thank you.
Clearing the course of the burn is a regular activity which continued
despite several of our usual volunteers being absent for one reason or
another (yes we all
know golf takes
precedence!). And a
couple of us decided to
tidy up some of the
large tree “slices” by
rolling them down to
form more seating where we could enjoy a well spaced out tea break.
The spring flowers are now well and truly out and the Den is pretty as a
picture with so many varieties of daffodils, wood anemones and
anemone blanda, wild garlic, primroses, lesser celandine all flowering
well, the flowering currant is almost going over but the trees are starting
into leaf.
Come and join us at 10am on Saturday May 7th for our next green
gymn. Bring your own flask of tea/coffee for our mid time break –
biscuits provided.
Crail Museum and Heritage Centre will reopen it’s doors this coming Easter weekend.
Opening dates and times will be:
Thursday 14th April, Friday 15th April, Saturday 16th April and Monday 18th April 11am –
1pm and 1.30pm – 4pm each day. We look forward to welcoming you back to this wee gem
of a museum which tells the story of the ancient Royal Burgh of Crail and its people.
www.crailmuseum.uk Tel. 01333 450869
Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation: SC023505
Call for Volunteers
Crail Museum and Heritage
Centre opened in 1979. Run
entirely by volunteers it has gone
from strength to strength over
the last 43 years. We are now
looking to take on more
volunteers. Whether you are
Crail born and bred or are new to
Crail and would like to learn
more about the history of this ancient Royal Burgh and its
people, we would love to hear from you. As a front of house
volunteer you would extend a welcome to visitors to the
museum and be there to answer any queries/questions and act
as a guide round the exhibitions or assist in the small but well
stocked shop. Behind the scenes volunteers assist with
cataloguing the many artefacts, help to prepare and dismantle
exhibitions and look after the museum collections.
Whatever your interests you will be made very welcome. You
do not need any experience as full training will be given.
If you have a few hours to spare and would like to become
involved please contact volunteers@crailmuseum.uk or phone
01333450869 for further information.
Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation: SC023505
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Crail Tennis Court

Upcoming dates
Fridays from 11.30 – 13.30
April 15 & 29
May 13 & 27
June 10 & 24

The regulation height of a tennis court net at the centre is 36” or
.91m
This height is now being checked on a weekly basis and adjusted
where necessary.
New centre bands have now been fitted
Please do not attempt to adjust the bands or the nets.

Just join us at Crail Community hall!
No booking required!
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Date
Event
7 April
Pete Atkin – Folk Club
21 April
Singersʼ Night – Folk Club
12 May
Outside Track – Folk Club
26 May
Singersʼ Night – Folk Club
9 June
Keith Christmas – Folk
Club
23 June
Singers' Night – Folk Club
30 June
Neil Brand – Folk Club
14 July
Georgia Shackleton
Trio – Folk Club
20 July
Queens of the Blues Crail Festival
21 July
Musical Mystery Tour.
Simon Mayor and Hilary JamesCrail Festival -Venue Holy Trinity
22 July
Musical Mystery Tour.
Simon Mayor and Hilary James Crail Festival – Venue Kirk Hall
23 July
Soul Sisters - Crail Festival
25 July
Tenement Jazz Band Crail Festival
28 July
Edwina Hayes and
Forgaitherin' – Folk Club
30 July
Richard Digance Crail Festival
18 Aug
Eddi Reader – Folk
Club & Crail Festival
25 Aug
Jack Badock – Folk Club
3 Sept
Liz Jones & Broken
Windows * - Scotland on Tour
8 Sept
Singers' Night – Folk Club
22 Sept
Martin Simpson – Folk Club
1 Oct
Elaine Lennon * - Scotland
on Tour
8 Oct
Christine Bovill - 'Tonight
You Belong To Me: The Roaring
1920sʼ – FC & Crail Festival
13 Oct
Colum Sands – Folk Club
22 Oct
Elsa-Jean McTaggart ʻEva
Cassidy Showʼ * - Scotland on Tour
27 Oct
Dave Peabody & Regina
Mudrich – Folk Club
10 Nov
Singersʼ Night – Folk Club
13 Nov
Tommy Smith * - Scotland
on Tour
24 Nov
Kirsten Adamson – Folk
Club
4 Dec
The Other Guys – tbc CCP
8 Dec
Folk Club - Christmas
Party – Folk Club
2023
19 Jan
Bully Wee Band – Folk Club
18 Feb
Karen Marshalsay * Scotland on Tour
23 Feb
Jocelyn Pettit & Ellen Gira
– Folk Club
All events take place at Crail
Community Hall apart from 21 and 22
July
Tickets through https://
www.ticketsource.co.uk/
unless*
https://scotlandontour.com/shop/
page/3/
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Wild Crail
Will Cresswell
Photographs by John Anderson
I covered a lot of ground on the 2nd looking for early singing corn buntings and maybe a summer migrant too. I found the
former, but in keeping with the chilly wind and the snow on the distant hills, no sign of any migrants. I checked out the ponds
at Troustie, Ragfield, West Quarry Braes and Wormiston just in case of lurking garganeys. There were plenty of teal – 8 at
West Quarry Braes, and mallards at Troustie and in the odd damp field corners. There were no ducks at all at Wormiston.
The pond is over 60% infested with invasive Azolla (from tropical America) – this floating fern chokes everything out – and
it looks like the tufted duck that usually breed there may have gone elsewhere. A snipe popped up from the pond at Ragfield.
It looks a great wader pool and I am sure if I staked it out all year it would get some interesting visitors. At Balcomie it was
high tide. There were roosting purple sandpipers, ringed plover and sanderling, but surprisingly no dunlin. I haven’t seen
any there for a week now. A few red-breasted mergansers were passing. Finally, Kilminning - no chiffchaffs and it was very
quiet generally mid-afternoon.
On the 3rd I was off patch again at Kincraig Hill overlooking the woods at Shell Bay and then at Kilconquhar Loch. The field
at Kincraig that had brassicas in it over the winter and that was full of finches and buntings, has now been cleared and was
being harrowed as I sat beside it. Surprisingly, the finches and buntings were still there, feeding on the turned over soil.
Hundreds of linnets, yellowhammers and chaffinches, with a few twite, brambling, reed bunting and corn bunting mixed in
with them. The twite impossible to count and only noticeable because of a few calls heard amongst the linnets as they flew
up in response to the harrowing. The bramblings – at least 5, probably more – much more obvious as their bright orange,
black and white near summer plumage contrasted against the uniform dark brown of the bare soil. One corn bunting was
singing at the field edge – this is right at the western end of their breeding range so will be one to look for especially next
month when we start mapping the territories for 2022. At Kilconquhar it was nice to see a few great crested grebes. They
are very rare on the Crail patch needing a good size loch to breed on. They do turn up on the sea and there are several that
winter in St Andrews Bay but for some reason never offshore from there until about Elie. The great crested grebes on the
3rd were looking very handsome in their summer plumage oranges and blacks, with their crests looking like a pair of black
ears from behind.
One swallow doesn’t make a summer, but it is a start. I saw my first barn swallow of the year on the 5th flycatching at the
Castle Course by the trees at Brownhills – a favourite spot for swallows in poor weather. It was cool and damp and I can’t
think that this early bird was enjoying the conditions. The weather is improving so there will be a lot more back this
weekend.
Great Crested Grebe

Swallow

Teal
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Bin Collection

Mobile Library Marketgate Crail
7, 21 April,
5, 19 May,
2, 16, 30 Jun.

You can find your bin collection arrangements for your address by consulting the
web site : https://www.fife.gov.uk/ services/bin-calendar
13 April Brown and Blue bins
20 April Grey bin
27 April Brown and Blue bins
4 May Green bin
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The Royal Burgh of Crail
and District Community
Council
Next meeting 25 April
2022 at 7.15pm
in the Town Hall
Contact:
crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com
for further information
Police Scotland Report to 31/03/2022
35 Calls to the police, including concern for
persons, assist members of the public, false call,
drug misuse and road traffic matters. 5 crimes
were recorded in this period.
Sauchope Links Holiday Park
The holiday park at Sauchope Links has been
sold to a private equity firm, Limerston Capital,
by its current owner, Largo Leisure. In a press
release, Limerston Capital have said it aims to
identify growth opportunities adding: “This will
include investment into the parks’ properties,
potential expansion of the sites and brand
development.” The holiday park is locate on land
leased from the Crail Common Good Fund. A
planning application for an extension of a further
8 sites have been lodged taking the site area to
the very edge of the site, adjacent to the
Kilmining area. (Ref. No: 22/01049/FULL)

The Crail Seagull has its eye on
you
Seen my mugs on the front page? - produced by popular request to commemorate ..... well something, but I can’t
remember what! Anyway, they are a nice thing to have for a mere £10, and because they are rare and a limited edition, I’m
absolutely sure they will increase in value!!! I’m not going to the Easter Fayre, but the mugs will be there, so buy one!!!
So, after a bit of light relief, back to grim reality - the war in Ukraine still goes on, and it looks like we’re all going to be
paying more for pretty much everything. Thankfully, I don’t use petrol (or diesel or even electricity) to get around. I feel
very sorry for people who are finding it difficult to afford basic necessities, and thank goodness for the food bank - now’s
the time to contribute something.
How about this in these difficult times - Steve Grimmond, CEO Fife Council, earns £149,098/year + £40,000 or so
pension contribution. Not bad for a man running a poor service. A
further 6 or 7 Council employees earn £100,000+ (+ pension
Report Fly tipping
contributions). This is where a good bit of your Council tax goes Please use this form to report Flytipping (https://
which makes it very important that you engage with the Council
www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/ DumbDumpers) ,
elections so that your concerns, rather than those of the beaurocrats or call 0300 777 2292. The details will be passed to
running Fife Council, get listened to. Admittedly, the Councillors
the relevant enforcement agency. Please do not
seem at times incapable of rising above their political party
interfere with waste material as it may be
demands when that conflicts with local interests - but there are
hazardous or potentially be used as evidence.
independents standing this year. Us seagulls know a thing or two!!
Crail Matters - Please note that the deadline for receipt of copy is now Wednesday evening
Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Wednesday 5.00pm for
publication in Friday issue. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters.
We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2022:
Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon Baxter, Mary Butler. Phone contact
07391986293.
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