CRAIL MATTERS
6 May Issue No. 257
Free - donations welcome - suggested donation £1.75
ww.crailmatters.com

Future decision-making Fife Council
The Chief Executive of Fife Council has recently
produced a paper discussing ‘Future Political Decision
Making Arrangements in Fife – Consider the Options’.
This is preparatory to the statutory meeting of the new
Council on 19th May, and is designed to develop options,
and seek agreement on the future committee structures of
the Council. Your first response to this will undoubtedly
be to yawn, say (or shout) something obscene and move
on…… and rightly so, after all what could be more
boring.
But wait – it is boring, but it is also important for 2
reasons;
1.
The committee structures are a way of
delegating decisions away from the elected Councillors to
small groups (sometimes of Councillors, sometimes of
officers) where decisions are made and accountability if it
exists is largely retrospective – in other words, scrutiny of
decision making is limited and generally after the event.
At our meeting in Crail with prospective Councillor
candidates, one theme all agreed on was how
unaccountable Fife Council actually was – well this is one
important reason why. Of course, this suits Officers, who
We are moving to Crail as our permanent home within the
next two months, and we need storage facilities for
household furniture . We would be interested in buying or
renting appropriate space in the village. If you can assist
please contact fiat500udt937f@gmail.com.

don’t want Councillors interfering with their work, and it
suits the political parties, who can gerrymander
membership of committees to ensure their voices are the
ones heard. The justification is generally in terms of
efficiency – but the cost is accountability and local
engagement.
2.
The document betrays something even more
significant – there is a total failure to include, or even
refer to, community views as part of the decision-making
process. It betrays a bureaucratic mindset – a perspective
on the world that doesn’t recognise that the communities
that are affected by the decision made by Fife Council
want to, and have a right to have their voice heard.
Instead of asking questions about how the Committee
structure might better serve people, it focusses on how the
Committee structure might serve Fife Council - a very
different agenda. We elect councillors every 4 years and,
in that period, they receive little scrutiny other than
through the work of the Community Councils and local
media. Is it really any wonder that Fife Council is out of
touch with the people it serves?
The local elections are now past, but what they have done
is serve to emphasise how broken Fife Council is, and
how remote it is from the concerns of communities.

Pinkerton Triangle and the ‘ancient’ standing stones
We have been asked to run a competition to name the
standing stones, given that their origins and purpose are
lost in the midst of time (or somewhere). Any ideas?
Write in to crailmatters@gmail.com with your ideas.

Crail Kirk
In early April the building was inspected by Fife Presbytery's Building Officer. He had some concerns over the condition
of the tower and therefore recommended that an inspection be carried out by a Structural Engineer. This is presently being
arranged. As a precautionary measure pending receipt of the Structural Engineer's report the decision was taken to
temporarily close the building and have services in the hall. We hope that this will be a short term arrangement and that
we will re-open the building upon receipt of the report. We shall of course keep the community updated.
Update Priory Singers
The Priory Singers concert has changed venue from Crail Kirk to Cellardyke Parish Church. Come and hear Perth born
tenor, Liam Bonthron and the Priory Singers with organist Robin Bell under the direction of Walter Blair on Saturday 7th
May at 7.30 in Cellardyke Church. Tickets £10 at the door or by ringing 01333 720352. Accompanied children free.
Travel Wheelchair and Tri-wheel walker
We were previously gifted a travel wheelchair and it's been gathering dust in the basement. We will lend it to anyone who
needs to borrow short-term. No charge but if people are looking to pay they are directed to the First Responders charity
tin! There is also a Tri-wheel walker thing which is free to a good home!
Contact Crail Pharmacy 01333 450402

CRAIL - the jewel of the East Neuk

Toll Booth Wynd - Toll Booth Wynd is a wonderful
street to sketch whether looking up to the High street
or down toward the harbor. Turreted buildings always
break up the skyline in interesting ways and the
curving lines are a contrast to the straight lines and
angles of most buildings. I have played with a lot of
color to brighten this sketch made on a dreich day in
winter. A great thing about sketching is the ability to

manipulate the reality of a scene to suit an artistic purpose while
still making it recognizable.
These sketches are provided at no charge for use in the "Crail
Matters" publication. No other uses are authorized.
1 Oct
8 Oct

Music in Crail
13 Oct
22 Oct
12 May
26 May
9 June
23 June
14 July
20 July
21 July
22 July
23 July
25 July
28 July
30 July
18 Aug
25 Aug
3 Sept
8 Sept
22 Sept

Date
Event
Outside Track – Folk Club
Singers’ Night – Folk Club
Keith Christmas – Folk Club
Singers' Night – Folk Club
Georgia Shackleton Trio – Folk Club
Queens of the Blues - Crail Festival
Simon Mayor and Hilary James
– Crail Festival – Venue Holy Trinity
Musical Mystery Tour - Crail
Festival – Venue Kirk Hall
Soul Sisters - Crail Festival
Tenement Jazz Band - Crail Festival
Edwina Hayes and
Forgaitherin' – Folk Club
Richard Digance - Crail Festival
Eddi Reader – Folk Club &
Crail Festival
Jack Badcock – Folk Club
Liz Jones & Broken Windows * Scotland on Tour
Singers' Night – Folk Club
Martin Simpson – Folk Club

27 Oct
10 Nov
13 Nov
24 Nov
26 Nov
4 Dec
8 Dec
2023
19 Jan
16 Feb
18 Feb
23 Feb

Elaine Lennon * - Scotland on Tour
Christine Bovill - 'Tonight You
Belong To Me: The Roaring 1920s’ –
Crail Festival
Colum Sands – Folk Club
Elsa-Jean McTaggart ‘Eva Cassidy
Show’ * - Scotland on Tour
Dave Peabody & Regina Mudrich –
Folk Club
Singers’ Night – Folk Club
Tommy Smith * - Scotland on Tour
Kirsten Adamson – Folk Club
Opera Alba * - Scotland on Tour
The Other Guys – tbc - CCP
Folk Club - Christmas Party – Folk
Club
Bully Wee Band – Folk Club
Scottish Opera on Tour - CCP
Karen Marshalsay * - Scotland on T
Tour
Jocelyn Pettit & Ellen Gira – Folk
Club

All events take place at Crail Community Hall
apart from 21 and 22 July
Tickets through https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/
unless* https://scotlandontour.com/
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PITTENWEEM COMMUNITY LIBRARY AND INFORMATION CENTRE

SPRING 2022 EVENING TALKS

Calling all Artists
We are looking for talented amateur artists in the Fife area to
show their art at this year’s Crail Festival Art Exhibition!
If you feel your artwork is of a good quality standard and would
like to submit, please request an application form using the
following details: art.crailfestival@gmail.com

Treasures from Fife in the
National Museum of Scotland

Dr David Caldwell FSA FSAScot
Formerly Keeper of Scotland and Europe
and Archaeology at the National Museum
of Scotland
President of the Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland
Chair of Fife Cultural Trust
Using his
experience of
working in the
National
Museum of
Scotland for over
38 years, Dr
Caldwell
identifies items
of interest
because of their
Fife connection.
They range in
type from wood
panelling from St
Andrews Castle
to leather guns
and the precious
possessions of a
castaway.

Booking forms must be returned by Saturday 28th May 2022 and
if selected, work must be handed in on Friday 15th July 2022
The exhibition takes place from Wednesday 20th July to
Saturday 30th July, with a preview evening on Tuesday 19th July
7.30-9.30
We look forward to hearing from you but don’t delay as space
will be at a premium. It is a first come first served basis,
therefore, we may not be able to accept all entries.

Thursday 12 May
Doors open 7pm, talks start 7.30pm

Coastline Community Church
21 Session Street, Pittenweem KY10 2QL

SERIES DETAILS
7 April
Marine Mammals and Man in
the Firth of Forth
Emily Hague, PhD Researcher,
Heriot Watt University,
Edinburgh

28 April
Sacred Landscapes
Dr Bess Rhodes Project Officer
for the Perth and Kinross
Archaeological Research
Framework and part of
University of St Andrews’
‘Sacred Landscape’ Project

26 May
Putin and his Russia
John Lloyd, Moscow
Correspondent for the Financial
Times

16 June
An evening with Andrew Greig
Expect the unexpected with
Scottish author Andrew Greig,
who will discuss his novel Rose
Nicholson
Pittenweem Library
Cove Wynd, Pittenweem KY10 2LE
WEB: pittenweemlibrary.org.uk
EMAIL: library@pittclic.org.uk
FACEBOOK: @pittclic

Tickets: £6
Available from the Library on Cove Wynd
Mon & Wed 2–5pm; Fri & Sat 10am–1pm

Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation – Charity number SC047013

Crail Small Gardens

Upcoming dates

Every year, about a dozen private gardens in Crail, open
to the public, who are charged a ticket price. The
proceeds go to support the work of Scotland’s Garden
Scheme and local charities.

Fridays from 11.30 – 13.30
April 15 & 29

This year, the gardens will be open on the afternoon of
Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th July between 2-5pm.

May 13 & 27

We are always looking for new gardens to open. It is
great fun and you meet a lot of interesting and
interested people.

June 10 & 24

If you are interested in participating this year, or want
further information, please contact Sue Jerdan.

Just join us at Crail Community hall!
No booking required!

Email sueellen.jerdan @gmail.com or 01333 450797.

Mobile Library - Marketgate Crail
19 May,
2, 16, 30 Jun.
Medical experts were asked today if it was time to
ease COVID restrictions.

Radiologists saw right through it.
Most Surgeons opened up, but then washed their hands
of the whole thing.
Pharmacists claimed it would be a bitter pill to swallow.
Plastic Surgeons opined that this proposal would "put a
whole new face on the matter."
Podiatrists thought it was a step forward,
Urologists were peed off by the idea.
Anaesthetists thought the whole concept was a knockout.
Cardiologists didn't have the heart to say anything and
Dentists, of course, thought we'd bitten off more than we
could chew...

Allergists were in favour of scratching it.
Dermatologists advised against any rash moves.
Gastroenterologists had a strong gut feeling about it.
Neurologists thought the government had a lot of nerve.
Obstetricians felt everyone was labouring under a
misconception.
Ophthalmologists considered the idea short-sighted.
Pathologists yelled, "Over my dead body!"
Paediatricians said, "Don’t be a baby, grow up!"
Psychiatrists thought the whole idea was madness.
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Wild Crail
Will Cresswell, Photos by Will Cresswell
There was a fair bit of visible migration over the 29th and 30th April. On the 29th, there were flocks of common gulls passing
steadily north and I had a flock of 60-70 redshank at Sauchope. The resident redshanks have almost all gone, and this flock
was a classic migrant flock, resting on the rocks, calling softly to each other. Occasionally they would fly up in a tight group
and circle round calling more intensely before landing back on the rocks and roosting again. They were getting up group
enthusiasm for departure north. A couple of my local wintering colour-ringed redshanks have turned up breeding in Iceland
and I suspect this flock was on its way there. Even though we have lots of wintering redshanks around Crail, at this time of
year, the ones we see are most likely to be long distance migrants – some will have come from sub-saharan Africa, perhaps
as far as Angola.
On the 30th it was barn swallows. Small flocks moving down the coast out at sea or along the beach – most oddly going
south. The wind went round to the west after a long run of easterlies so perhaps there was a bit of compensation going on.
There was a good passage of red-throated divers too, but they were going in the expected direction. One or two every five
minutes, with occasional flocks, one of more than 10 past Crail at lunchtime. There were more wheatears, whitethroats,
sedge warblers, blackcaps and willow warblers around. The first spotted flycatcher of the year turned up at Lower
Kilminning. They seem to come on a westerly in the spring, so probably a Scottish bird with not much further to go. There
were several whimbrels at Balcomie and two of the first late spring passage dunlins at Fife Ness. The high Arctic waders,
such as dunlin, turnstone, sanderling, knot and bar-tailed godwit, will now be passing for the next 6 weeks.
May 1st was the start of the corn bunting mapping season. 7 kilometers from Kingsbarns to Kenly and back via Pitmilly
turned up 16 singing corn buntings, with the usual ridiculous density along the Drony Road. Again, there were birds singing
where they weren’t last year, as well as the usual places, suggesting that the overall number of territories is going to go up
again this year. There is still a flock of 17 or more corn buntings in the big sheep field behind Red Sands at Boghall so like
last year there are still lots of birds not committed to breeding territories yet. Very early days and a lot of ground to cover
though, but a good start. During the walk I also came across a flock of at least 14 twite, probably many more (they were
among the rocks on the shore) at Boghall, a few wheatear in the fields, and a few single whimbrel along the shore, about one
for every curlew that is still remaining.
I haven’t see a yellow wagtail since the first male back at Oldbarns on the 14th April. On the 15th there were four reported
there, including a pale blue headed bird that was either a blue-headed wagtail or a channel wagtail (it depends on the
darkness of grey on the head and whether the “ear” feathers also look darker grey, and this bird looked pale blue headed with
pale cheeks, or darker grey with grey cheeks depending on the angle of the photo). The conclusion was probably a channel
wagtail, which is a hybrid between the British yellow wagtail subspecies and the near continental subspecies blue-headed
wagtail. Anyway, it all seemed good for another (the 9th since they recolonized) breeding season of yellow wagtails around
Crail. But since the 15th there have been no sightings at all around Oldbarns and Barnsmuir, with just a single reported a
couple of days later from good habitat as the fields of Cornceres Farm, Kilrenny run down to the shore. I have been looking
for corn buntings a lot in the area and have covered the ground, and John Anderson has also been watching Oldbarns on
several days. It hasn’t been looking good. I hadn’t given up hope even though it has been two weeks without a sighting
because yellow wagtails are famous for their low site fidelity, often shifting a kilometre or much more between nesting
attempts. There is a lot of suitable nesting habitat between Fife Ness and Kilrenny (their nesting range last year). But on the
3rd May I finally found another yellow wagtail. A male and again, surprisingly a channel or blue-headed wagtail type. Again
it was light and view dependent, but on photos I took it seemed more like a channel wagtail, with a pale blueish grey head
and no darker contrast on the sides of the head. The wagtail was in a field of winter wheat to the east of Crail and was
behaving just as if it had a female on the nest. It was singing, keeping close to
me when I was close to a particular bit of the field, and vigorously chasing
skylarks away from the area. Yellow wagtails bred in the same field
successfully last year when it had late season potatoes in it. It was a great bird
to see and apparently really good news to have them breeding in the area
again. Except, that other Crail birders who help to survey and monitor the
yellow wagtails couldn’t refind it an hour later or last thing that afternoon. The
males can also be inconspicuous when females are incubating, feeding several
fields away, so
they may have
just
got
unlucky. Time
will tell.

Channel Wagtail

Spotted Flycatcher
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Crail Folk Club
On August 18th we, in conjunction with Crail Festival, have a special treat with Eddi Reader and her band. This is a
concert style event. No alcohol, no tables but a capacity of 200. 3 tickets left! Full details and tickets
from www.crailfolkclub.org.uk Outside Track concert on 12th May is sold out.
Worship Resources
Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate North, Crail.
Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Sunday Mass changed from 8.45am to 9.00am
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate, Pittenweem is
open for worship at 1030 on Sunday 8 May for its patronal
service and is also broadcasting the services. For details of
services and the online link required go to: https://
eastneuk-episcopal.co.uk
Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem. Our Sunday
service and Sunday School is at 10.30am each Sunday. All
Welcome! Service also available online. http://
coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk For urgent pastoral
needs please contact 01333 312041
pastor_ccc@btinternet.com

CRAIL FOOD FESTIVAL
2022
Is Calling for Volunteers
Returning & New

Kilrenny Parish Church
Sunday services are at 9.45am each week. Services are
recorded, and are available on the church website, along
with additional information on events. Church Website:https://e-voice.org.uk/kilrenny/

CONTACT US AT:

hello@crailfoodfestival.co.uk

subject: volunteer

Kingsbarns Parish Church, All are welcome at this
friendly village church. Sunday services are at 10.00 am
each week. For more information please contact Rev.
Wotherspoon, 07711706634,
wotherspoonrig@btinternet.com

June 17-19 2022

Crail Kirk
Our interim moderator is now Revd. Nigel Robb who
acted in that role before. Our Locum, in the absence
of our minister due to illness, is the Revd. Scott
Burton who can be contacted at 07776 212726. This
is a part time position.
Services8th May - Revd. Scott Burton
15th May - Revd. Scott Burton
22nd May - Revd. Scott Burton
Time of Services. Please note that throughout 2022 the
service in Crail will be at 11.30 a.m. and in St Ayle at
10.00 a.m.
All welcome. Contact:
crailchurchsessionclerk@gmail.com.
Services at present will be held in the Kirk Hall.
Prayer Group. – The Prayer Group meets on a
Thursday morning at 10.30. a.m. in St Ayle, Anstruther.

Waid Community Library is Finally Open Again
After a long (and contentious) delay, the Waid Community
Library finally re- opened its doors on Monday. Opening
hours are Monday to Friday, 09:00 to 17:00 (16:30 during
school holidays).
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THE YOUNG ONES
We all know how important music is in our lives. It soothes the soul, calms the mind, lifts
the spirits and is accessible to everyone, regardless of age or language. Every year the East
Neuk Festival provides events and entertainment for young ones and this year is no
exception. It’s never too soon to introduce children to classical music – so we appeal to our
loyal adult audiences to bring along their children and grandchildren. Here are a few
suggestions, all of them about an hour long with specially priced tickets for under 18s:
The Big Project is ENF’s key event that gives local musicians of all ages the opportunity to
work alongside top professionals. This year it’s Thunderplump, a celebration of Scottish
weather in film and music. Richard Michael directs Fife Youth Jazz and stars of brass, John
Wallace and Tony George, and members of their celebrated ensemble, the Wallace
Collection will corral the 100-strong forces of players, young and old, from across Fife - including Tullis Russell Works
Band - to create and perform an entirely original score. Young Pittenweem film-maker David Behrens has interwoven
vintage footage with his own films made during his travels all over Scotland in all extremes of weather. Expect
beautiful imagery on screen and eclectic music-making, topped off by a thunderous finale scored by renowned
composer of music for the moving image, Neil Brand (Bowhouse 8pm Wednesday 29 June).
Neil Brand is also at the piano playing his own live accompaniments to three silent film starring the master of slapstick,
Buster Keaton; The Boat is the warm-up act for Thunderplump, while The Cook and One Week make up a double bill
the following day when Brand also talks to audiences about the classic films he loves and how to make music that
measures up to giants of comedy like Keaton and Charlie Chaplin (Anstruther Town Hall 6pm, Thursday 30 June).
Gandini Juggling is a company at the vanguard of contemporary circus and collaborates with musicians, composers,
choreographers, and opera companies in imaginative spaces and venues. ENF brings them together with Scottish
guitarist Sean Shibe and violinist Benjamin Baker to create a one-off visual and musical spectacle of lights and juggling
that will excite and delight (Bowhouse, 6pm Friday 1 July). Gandini is also devising a special afternoon of music and
juggling for under 7s at Cambo Gardens on Saturday 2 July (check website for details) and around the East Neuk with
Band in a Van’s pop-up shows.
Two pairs of hands, one piano and a stunning couple of famous young pianists, Pavel Kolesnikov and Samson Tsoy, is
sure to inspire budding young pianists with their rendition of Stravinsky’s infamous and thrilling Rite of Spring at Crail
Church (11.30am, Saturday 2 July) and there’s a whole host of talent from around the world melding their traditional
music with jazz and contemporary sounds in Anstruther venues – a feast for inquisitive young ears. More about this in
next week’s newsletter!
www.eastneukfestival.com for programme details.
Box Office: T. 0131 226 0019 Online www.eastneukfestival.online.red61.co.uk

Gandini Juggling

Bin Collection

Some of the young musicians
participating in The Big Project

Piano duo - samson Tsoy and
Pavel Kolesnikov

You can find your bin collection
arrangements for your address by
consulting the web site : https://
www.fife.gov.uk/ services/bincalendar
11 May Blue and Brown bin
18 May Grey bin

Sauchope Links Holiday Park
Crail Matters has received a
number of enquiries about the
planning application to build 8
new holiday homes at Sauchope
Links Holiday Park. The closing
date for public submissions
through the Fife Planning Portal
is 10 May, where the full
application can be seen..
Kenly Water Colin Morrison
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The Scottish Government have changed the regulations on
smoke, heat and carbon monoxide alarms
All homeowners and landlords must have interlinked
smoke and heat detectors fitted

Smarter Homes can help, we are a local East Neuk company
Contact George - 07399 800 594
for a free no obligation quote at very competitive prices

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fire-and-smoke-alarms-in-scottish-homes/
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and
District Community
Council
Next meeting 30 May 2022 at
7.15pm
in the Town Hall
Contact: crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com
for further information
Police Scotland April Report
44 Calls to the police, including; missing
person, vandalism, concern for persons, assist
members of the public, false call, drug misuse
and road traffic matters. 4 crimes were recorded
in this period.
Community officers have carried out several
patrols in the East Neuk & Landward area in
relation to reports of anti-social behaviour,
patrols include; Milton House, Waid Academy,
Crail and Pittenweem Primary Schools,
Cellardyke Church. PC’s Cook and Wallace
recently attended at Waid Academy and spoke
with students regarding reports of anti-social
behaviour in the East Neuk area.
Community officers in the North East Fife area
have been working together with local residents
in several areas to develop intelligence
surrounding the use and sale of illegal drugs.
During April, community officers along with
colleagues from response policing carried out
several warrants issued under the Misuse of
Drugs Act 1971, these have proved to be
successful with a quantity of drugs and money
recovered. PC’s Cook and Wallace would like
to actively encourage the community to make
contact with the Police, either through Local
Councillors, 101 or even Crimestoppers to
report drug activity in the East Neuk and
Landward area.

A rare opportunity!!
We understand the Crail Seagull has arranged
for a limited edition mug to be produced priced
at £10 each. These will be available from Crail
Matters - write to crailmatters@gmail.com.

Crail in Bloom
The Coffee Morning previously advertised as being on Sat 18th May
will now be held on Sat 21st May. This is to prevent a clash of
Coffee Mornings!! We hope you will all come to our Coffee Morning
which will still be held in the Legion Hall, Nethergate. There will be a
raffle, home baking and a plant sale with plants from local gardens.
See you there.
Exercise class for the Elderly
Anstruther Upper Town Hall 10am
We welcome new men and women over the age of 70.
Anyone is welcome to come along the first time and watch. Contact
Val 01333340336 or Email : valeryjamieson@btinternet.com

Crail Putting Green needs a wheelbarrow.......
.......for many different essential jobs. Do you have
one that is no longer in use?
Redeploying redundant tools is good for the
environment.
If you can help please call 01333 450108.

The Crail
Seagull has its
eye on you
СЛАВА УКРАЇНІ ! / GLORY TO UKRAINE !

Have you noticed the recently(about a year
ago) resurfaced road outside the Beehive is
breaking up. My trusty informant (a large
black crow who hangs about round there)
says that it has been reported as a snagging
defect under the road contract and will have
to be completely dug up and redone by the
contractors! Seems that there is an
underground water leak that is causing the
problem.

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Wednesday 5.00pm for
publication in Friday issue. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters.
We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2022:
Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon Baxter, Mary Butler. Phone contact
07391986293.
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