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Temporary Road Closures
Crail Festival Street Market
www.crailfestival.org
The Crail Festival returns for its 37th
year.
For 2022, the Crail Festival returns to its
traditional dates in the July calendar,
coinciding with the summer holidays.
Wednesday 20th July until Saturday 30th
July
A Crail tradition, the festival showcases
the vibrant visual arts and crafts scene
centred around the beautiful village of
Crail in the East Neuk of Fife. The artists
and makers look forward to exhibiting
their work over the festival's ten days.

Crail, Rumford (from property no. 1
to Nethergate); and Nethergate from
Castle Walk to boundary of property
no. 50/Marine Hotel. From Friday
22/07/22 at 18.00hrs to Saturday
23/07/22 at 18.00hrs to allow the
Crail Festival Street Market to take
place in safety.
The alternative route for through
traffic will be via Tolbooth Wynd,
High Street and Castle Street, Crail.
Access for emergency service
vehicles and pedestrians will be
maintained.
The Royal Burgh of Crail Festival
Society is responsible for this event.
Contact Telephone Number: 01333
450134

The Festivals opening night will see
Queen of the Blues, who have shaped
blues and popular music performing in
the Community Hall. Then, plan your
summers live entertainment with these
top-performing artists; Fifes own
Charlotte Whittle, classical guitar with
Alexandra Whittingham, the
spectacular duo Simon Mayor and
Hilary James and the Soul Sisters,
followed by the traditional Tenement
Jazz Band. The wonderful Illyria is
making a return with "A Midsummer
Night’s Dream" in the Castle grounds,
before closing the festival with the
multitalented Richard Digance. There
are also over 25 kids activities
throughout the 10 days. View the entire
programme of activities at
crailfestival.org
Crail Festival is a not-for-profit festival
established in 1985 to bring culture to
the East Neuk of Fife. The festival
provides a platform for many talented
musicians and performing artists to come
together and celebrate a programme of
art, craft, and live entertainment in
addition to family fun entertainment.
For further information visit our festival
website at crailfestival.org
Pot of Gold that is Crail. Colin Morrison

Temporary Traffic Restrictions 2022 Open Golf Championship, St Andrews
TEMPORARY TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS
(Refer to Traffic Order for Specific Details)
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Scale 1:7,000

PLAN 1

Wild Crail
Will Cresswell: Photos John Anderson
Although I am not writing much this week it’s not because I have stayed indoors. But I am focused on corn bunting nests
and I appreciate that is a fairly specialist subject. My day to day soap operas of polygamy, divorce, desertion, and death are
riveting to me as I try to work out corn bunting productivity. But you probably have to be there to fully appreciate an hour
waiting to see a shy female break cover and take a load of caterpillars to a nest to confirm it is still active. And this is
multiplied by the 25 or so nests that I need to keep track of to make generalisations about what might be happening for the
population. It is peaceful though and between the heavy showers last week, pleasant enough, but not that exciting in a
narrative sense. As I say to my students – if your data collection is not repetitive (and in one sense boring) – then you are
doing it wrong. The excitement in biological fieldwork comes from the random, exceptional stuff that appears while you do
the rounds, again and again. Overall, it was a good week for my nests – most have hatched as hoped for and there are lots
of chicks being fed just now. And of course new territories are popping up and new nests starting too.
Last week there was a noticeable curlew passage, with big flocks of curlews (50+) at Balcomie and the airfield. Single birds
call as the pass high over Crail (a mournful “coor-lee” surprisingly) as do the occasional whimbrels (7 repeated very slightly
descending in tone whistles) that also appeared last week. I had my first bar-tailed godwit of the year passing in one of the
curlew flocks. But otherwise there are few waders passing. Just a few ringed plover and redshank back at Balcomie on the
2nd. More cuckoos were passing last week. A brown individual on the 1st at Wormiston – probably a bit early to be a
juvenile so a rufous morph female, and a typical grey adult at Kilminning Coast the next day. Kilminning is the go to place
for a cuckoo this time of year but you have to be alert – you only see the shy birds flying away, but they are often chased by
noisy, mobbing swallows. I had my first returning whinchat in a winter wheat field between Balcomie and Wormiston also
on the 2nd. They are early returning migrants like the cuckoos but in contrast they often stay around Crail for a few weeks.
I did a quick seawatch at Fife Ness last weekend. The usual suspects but a bit poignant as every gannet and kittiwake that
went past makes me think of the bird flu that is more than decimating populations. The commonest birds passing were
puffins. We may be denied a visit to the May Island now to help relieve stress on the suffering birds there but you can still
get some puffin action, albeit a bit further away, at Fife Ness. And a little bit of good news further down the shore - the
Balcomie shelducks have at least one well grown chick.

Curlew

Corn Bunting

Whinchat

Shelduck

Denburn Dispatches
Once again the overnight rain cleared up in time for our trusty crew to turn out at Denburn, although not in large numbers.
There was a quick game of hunt the missing tools for two of our number before they could get down to business – now we
don’t really mind folk borrowing the odd rake or fork but please put it back where you found it – firstly so that the
Denburn diggers don’t waste time searching and, more importantly, so that no-one get injured stepping on a fork or rake
half hidden in the undergrowth – plenty of small children use the woods too remember.
The rest of us spent pretty much all the first hour picking up and barrowing away the massive heaps of cleavers (stickywilly) that Tom H. has been pulling all week (or longer) so many thanks to him but it will soon be time to leave anything
left in situ as once it has set seed, moving it simply spreads the problem around. Those of us not exhausted by moving the
cleavers heaps deeper into the woods to rot down – and they were very heavy after all the rain – carried on after a
sustaining chocolate biscuit well needed tea/coffee/water depending on what they brought with them. Some of us, though
had to deflect from that task to plant some more donated trees. Although we cleared a little
space around them and watered them in well, mid summer is not ideal for tree planting and
they may struggle to gain a foothold against all the other lush growth. Also we are running
out of suitable places to plant young trees or shrubs as,
despite the loss of some large trees during winter
storms, the tree canopy is almost completely blocking
out the light in much of the wood and other areas are too
stony or criss crossed with tree roots to dig suitable
holes in.
Come and join us at 10am on Saturday 6th August for
our next green gymn. Bring your own flask of tea/coffee
for our mid time break – biscuits provided – when we sit
round on the slices of one of the fallen trees for a chat.
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Alexandra Whittingham

Friday 22nd July at 8pm Crail Holy Trinity Church
Tickets £12
www.crailfestival.org.uk

Charlotte Whittle

with
Regina Mayer & Sian Davies
Friday 29th July 8pm
Most Holy Trinity Church Crail
Tickets £12
www.crailfestival.org.uk
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OUTDOOR BOOKBUG SESSIONS
Free story, song
and rhyme
sessions for
babies, toddlers,
pre-school
children and their
families, will be
held in
Pittenweem during
July.

Outstanding Music Highlights
Make sure you book your tickets now!

Free drop in sessions, every Saturday, 9.30-10am.
Sponsored by Pittenweem Community Library and
held in a lovely garden next to the Library.
BOOKBUG is really fun for small children, their
parents, carers and grandparents! Each session has
familiar songs and lots of toys!
After the session parents and children are welcome
to read and play together in Pittenweem Library. It
has a big children’s section with books for all age
groups.

Saturday, 3 September 2022, 8 pm
Liz Jones & Broken Windows
https://scotlandontour.com/product/liz-jones-broken-windows/
Their version of gutsy rootsy rock, touching the blues, folk & latin, comes from wide influences
across a group of established, and some world toured, musicians. There is a great energy around the
strength of their front-woman’s vocals, but this is also a band for lovers of musicianship, solos,
rhythm and vibe. This is ‘band’ music.

Location: The Priory Garden next to Pittenweem
Community Library, Cove Wynd, Pittenweem
KY10 2LE. Look for balloons on the garden gate!

Saturday, 1 October 2022, 8 pm
Elaine Lennon Home Bird Sessions

Sessions will be held inside
the Library during wet
weather. Please email
library@pittclic.org.uk for more
information,
or check the website:
www.pittenweemlibrary.org.uk

https://scotlandontour.com/product/elaine-lennon-the-homebird-sessions/
The Show’s intention is to create an intimate and welcoming space for Lennon and her guests Jesse
Terry to connect with audiences as they take turns to perform acoustic versions of their songs,
sharing stories behind them alongside gems of wisdom from their musical journeys.

Saturday, 22 October 2022 , 8 pm
Elsa Jean McTaggart – ‘Eva Cassidy: The Story'
https://scotlandontour.com/product/elsa-jean-mctaggart-eva-cassidy-the-story/
Eva Cassidy: an icon of acoustic music. Wistful and emotional vocals, beautiful guitar
accompaniment, Eva Cassidy had the power to move audiences through her interpretation of wellknown songs. Inspired by her favourite artist, award-winning musician Elsa Jean McTaggart brings
‘Eva Cassidy: The Story’ to Crail.

We look forward to seeing you at Crail Community Hall!
https://www.crailcommunityhall.co.uk/

COFFEE
MORNING
SATURDAY 16th JULY 2022
BRITISH LEGION HALL
10 am
Raffle, Baking, Plants & Veg.

Admission: £2.50 includes coffee/
tea/juice and cakes.

The Crail Community Partnership wants to know what
you think about Crail Harbour & Harbour Sands. Your
views will help in understanding the community's
experience of the harbour and will support long-term
investment in the harbour.

Fill in the survey online using the
link below or the QR code:

A Scottish
Charitable
Incorporated
Organisation
(Charity No.
SC023505)

bit.ly/crailharbour
Paper copies of the survey are
available in the Harbour Gallery
Cafe.
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Worship Resources

Crail Festival
Putting Green
2022

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate North, Crail.
Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Sunday Mass changed from 8.45am to 9.00am
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate, Pittenweem is
open for worship at 1130 and is also broadcasting the
services. For details of services and the online link
required go to: https://eastneuk-episcopal.co.uk.

Open 2 - 6pm
Weekends in June & September
Daily July & August

Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem. Our Sunday
service and Sunday School is at 10.30am each Sunday. All
Welcome! Service also available online. http://
coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk For urgent pastoral
needs please contact 01333 312041
pastor_ccc@btinternet.com

Adults £2, Child 16yrs and under £1
For information email: jennigowans@btinternet.com/tel: 01333 450108

Kilrenny Parish Church
Sunday services are at 9.45am each week. Services are
recorded, and are available on the church website, along
with additional information on events. Church Website:https://e-voice.org.uk/kilrenny/

Kirk Sale
20st July 2022
The Kirk Sale is definitely happening. Donations for the
stalls will be greatly appreciated and can be handed into
the Community Hall on the evening of Tuesday 19th,
6.00 – 7.00pm and on the morning of the sale, 10.00 – 12
noon. If you wish anything to be collected for the stalls,
please contact the stall holders.
Doors open at 2.00pm and more information can be had
from Helen Armitage 450516.
Kirk Sale stalls:

Kingsbarns Parish Church, All are welcome at this
friendly village church. Sunday services are at 10.00 am
each week. For more information please contact Rev.
Wotherspoon,
07711706634,
wotherspoonrig@btinternet.com
Crail Kirk Intimations

Our interim moderator is now Revd. Nigel
Robb who acted in that role before. Our Locum,
in the absence of our minister due to illness, is
the Revd. Scott Burton who can be contacted at
07776 212726. This is a part time position.

Children’s Stall
Basket Tombola
Helen Armitage & Jan
Diggelmann
Books
Ian Brown
Bottle Tombola
Eric Dewhirst
Cake and Candy
Mandy Guthrie
Jewellery & Scarves Patricia Dewhirst
Produce
Liz Arnott & Marjory Richardson
Raffle
Andrew Purves
Teas
The Guild (Anne Small)
White Elephant
Ruby Mackie & Linda Douglas.

Services
10th July - Revd. Scott Burton
17th July – Revd. Scott Burton
24th July – Revd. Scott Burton
Time of Services. Please note that throughout
2022 the service in Crail will be at 11.30 a.m.
All welcome. Contact:
crailchurchsessionclerk@gmail.com.

Bin Collection
You can find your bin collection arrangements for your
address by consulting the web site https://
www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar
13 July Grey bin
20 July Brown Bin and Blue bin
27 July Green bin
3 August Brown bin and Blue bin

Annual Kirk Sale. The annual Kirk sale will be held
on Wednesday 20th July in the Community Hall
between 2pm and 4pm. Donations may be handed in
in the evening of 19th July between 6-7pm and also
on the morning of the sale between 10-12pm.
Chatbite – Every Wednesday at 10.00 a.m. All
welcome. Cost £2.50.
Pinkerton Triangle and the ‘ancient’ standing stones
These are the names we have received. Which do you vote
for? Write in to crailmatters@gmail.com
The Sauchope Stones
The Chat Stones
The Seawar Standing Stones
The Crail Stones
The Ancient Crones of Crail
The Pinkies
Markanish

Mobile Library - Marketgate Crail
Timetable to follow

Cat Training
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The Ancient Standing Stones at
Pinkerton
Crail Matters are again privileged to have been given
access to the exclusive ‘Seagull Archives’. We
understand the account which follows of the ancient
Standing Stones at Pinkerton comes from Uncle
Horatio, who copied an old manuscript (now lost)
owned by an even more ancient ancestor (unnamed),
which seems to have been an account by a Sister
Bluinse Faoileag. There is no known record of her,
but it’s thought she may have been a religious
member of the Cistercian foundation in Haddington,
who lived in Crail around 1170-80. Uncle Horatio
transcribed the material he had into English and
describes the stones as the Cailleach Stones.
The document seems to describe events experienced
by a very ancient seagull ancestor from very longago which Sister Bluinse had knowledge of, perhaps
handed down orally within the family over the
generations. The magical Tigh nam Bodach referred
to may have been what we now know to be the
recently revealed standing stones; alternatively, there
is a sketch attached to Uncle Horatio’s papers of a
group of standing stones which equally may be the
original Pinkerton stones. The origins of the sketch
are unknown, and seems to illustrate a bigger
monument, but of course the passage of time may
have damaged much of the original.
Tuesday 4 days before Bealltainn: Flew over
Seawarse road this morning. The witches are still
camped there, down by the sea. Rumour has it that
they worship The Cailleach, and the fires they burn
at night give rise to powerful magic. They’ve been
there since Samhainn, and if this is true then they
will leave at Bealltainn.
Wednesday 3 days before Bealltainn: A fierce wind
blew in from the North – lasted all day and night.
The Cailleachan must have been raising storms for
Bealltainn. I was told they’ve come from near Loch
Lyon, and they’ve carried with them a part of their
Tigh nam Bodach. I’m afeared to go out – the wind
is too strong, and I think they take sacrifices!
Saturday Bealltainn: Fires all around Seawarse.
Lots of local people driving their cattle round and
round the fires – the wind has died down, and I
suppose the fear of the witches is less than the need
to make sure the coming season is prosperous. At
dawn, people gathered round Tigh nam Bodach
waiting for the sun to rise. I was hungry, and quietly
went up to one of the fires, and saw they had been
eating the Bannock Bealltainn. I grabbed some from
the ashes it was cooked in.
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Date
Event
14 July Georgia Shackleton Trio –
Folk Club
20 July Queens of the Blues - Crail Festival
21 July Simon Mayor and Hilary
James – Crail Festival – Venue Holy Trinity
22 July Musical Mystery Tour - Crail
Festival – Venue Kirk Hall
23 July Soul Sisters - Crail Festival
25 July Tenement Jazz Band - Crail
Festival
28 July Edwina Hayes and
Forgaitherin' – Folk Club
30 July Richard Digance - Crail Festival
18 Aug Eddi Reader – Folk Club &
Crail Festival – SOLD OUT
3 Sept Liz Jones & Broken Windows * Scotland on Tour
8 Sept Barbara Dickson & Rab Noakes +
Anthony Toner – Folk Club
22 Sept Martin Simpson – Folk Club
1 Oct
Elaine Lennon * - Scotland on Tour
8 Oct
Christine Bovill - 'Tonight You
Belong To Me: The Roaring 1920s’ – Crail
Festival
13 Oct Colum Sands – Folk Club
22 Oct Elsa-Jean McTaggart ‘Eva Cassidy
Show’ * - Scotland on Tour
27 Oct Dave Peabody & Regina Mudrich –
Folk Club
10 Nov Singers’ Night – Folk Club
12 Nov Dean Owens * - Scotland on Tour
13 Nov Tommy Smith * - Scotland on Tour
24 Nov Kirsten Adamson – Folk Club
26 Nov Opera Alba * - Scotland on Tour
4 Dec
The Other Guys – tbc - CCP
8 Dec
Folk Club - Christmas Party – Folk
Club
2023
19 Jan Bully Wee Band – Folk Club
16 Feb Scottish Opera on Tour - CCP
18 Feb Karen Marshalsay * - Scotland on
Tour
23 Feb Jocelyn Pettit & Ellen Gira – Folk
Club
All events take place at Crail Community
Hall apart from 21 and 22 July
Tickets through https://
www.ticketsource.co.uk/ unless* https://
scotlandontour.com
A rare opportunity!!
We understand the Crail Seagull has arranged
for a limited edition mug to be produced priced
at £10 each. These will be available from Crail
Matters - write to crailmatters@gmail.com.

The Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council
Monday, 29 August 2022

7.15pm
in the Town Hall
Contact: crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com
for further information
Police Scotland Calls received for Crail June
45 Calls to the police, including; missing persons, concern for persons, assist members of the public, disturbance,
communication offences, false calls, drug misuse and road traffic matters. 3 crimes were recorded. Speed gun deployments
were carried out at Main Street Colinsburgh, Abercrombie and Kingbarns, a total of 21 drivers were given verbal warnings
for excessive speeds.
Bird Flu
Members of the Community Council have been trying to contact Fife council waste services to get dead gannets uplifted
from around Crail but without success - the telephone queue is endless and there seems to be no appropriate place on the
website to report incidents. At the weekend 4-5 dead gannets were counted along the shore between the step down from
Castle walk and Roome Bay, most around the bridge over Brandy's Holme - where one of the corpses was being actively
eaten by a Herring gulll. This is a very concerning development. There was another gannet corpse on Roome Bay beach
tangled up in seaweed on the strand line about midway between the rocks and the breakwater.
The guidance from our local NHS is to remove the dead birds as soon as possible. Members of the public should not
approach dead birds, and dogs should be kept well away from any.
The next Community Council meeting will be held 29 August
CRAIL MUSEUM AND HERITAGE CENTRE

The Crail Seagull has
its eye on you

Crail Museum and Heritage Centre will reopen for the
season on Thursday 2nd June. Opening dates and times are
as:
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays: 11am - 4pm

СЛАВА УКРАЇНІ ! / GLORY
TO UKRAINE !

Exhibitions include The Mural Monuments of Crail
Churchyard, Crail Golfing Society, Ship to Shore, The
Burgh Room and Airfield Room. New for this year is the
story of the refurbishment of Crail’s 16th century Doocot.
The Museum also holds many albums containing
photographs of people, events and buildings in Crail which
visitors are welcome to browse through.
Guided Walks – commencing Sunday, 5th June. Meet at the
Museum 2.15pm for 2.30pm.
Adults £3, Children 10 – 17 £1, under 10 – freeWe look
forward to welcoming you back to this wee gem of a
museum which tells the story of the ancient Royal Burgh of
Crail and its people.

It’s the strangest thing. Have you noticed the new short flag
poles that have been erected at the signs on the road at
Denburn? At least I thought they were flag poles (but no
flags, and a bit short). The bossy starling who lives in
Denburn tells me they are poles for signs to be fixed to - but
signs saying what? All very mysterious. Either way doesn’t
seem to have made much difference to the speed vehicles go
at.

I was taking my ease last weekend on a bright sunny
morning, half listening in to the seals’ conversation.
It’s an eerie mournful sort of language, and has often
been described as sounding like wolves howling. I
don’t understand this seal song, but I like to hear
them, just going about their business, just like us
birds noisily doing our own thing. Sadly, their sounds
were drowned out by, you’ve guessed it, I suspect,
the sound of these trail bikes buzzing along the shore
and scrambling over rocks. Apart from the fact that
these bikes probably shouldn’t be on the Coastal
Path, they disturb all of us wild things who simply
want to get on with our lives. I’m quite vexed for all
of us and the walkers who enjoy seeing and hearing
us.

www.crailmuseum.uk
Tel. 01333 450869
Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation: SC023505

Exercise Class for the Elderly
Anstruther Upper Town Hall, Thursday mornings at
10am
We welcome new men and women over the age of 70.
Anyone is welcome to come along the first time and
watch.
Contact Val 01333340336 or

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Wednesday 5.00pm for
publication in Friday issue. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters.
We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2022:
Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon Baxter, Mary Butler. Phone contact
07391986293.
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