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Construction at Sauchope - Aleks Scholz
In March 2022, Sauchope Links Caravan
Park submitting a planning application
for another extension to the park, for 8
new lodges. 76 people from the local
community objected to the planning
application, despite very little
public advertising of the plans. So far
these plans have not been approved
yet. The new extension would be on
vacant land directly adjacent to the
Kilminning Wildlife Reserve and also
adjacent to South Kilminning, owned by
the Crail Community partnership. It
would turn another stretch of coastal path
from wild nature into a sterile caravan
park.
Over the last months, construction has
begun at the north-east end of the
caravan park. A large part of that is
related to two previous planning applications, which have been approved in 2017 and 2020. But as can be appreciated from
the picture taken on July 20, the construction site is far larger than described in the approved applications, and extends onto
the land for which no approval has been granted yet. This includes movement of soil and rocks, as well as building of
platforms. At the time of writing, the remaining unspoilt land is by far too small to fit 8 large lodges, in the way it is
described in the most recent planning application.
A complaint has been lodged with Fife Council, and while they have acknowledged that they are investigating, no conclusion
has been reached yet.
The very successful street market held by Crail Festival

The Street Market had 28 stalls and for 2-3
hours out of the 4 it was very busy several stalls sold out about 3 o'clock and
the food vendor ran out of food and the ice
cream vendor had to go home to pick up
more ice cream!
The footfall was high. The Jester was kept
busy for 2 hours and the children’s games
were well patronised, as was the Tea
service in the Legion Hall, staffed by
members of the Guild and some
volunteers, busy for a full four hours, in
aid of Crail Parish Church.
Of particular note were the demonstrations
by the First Responders of basic first aid. A
number of people commented on how
important the practical demonstrations
were.

Crail Festival held a very successful street market.

There was great feedback from the
stallholders and from the many residents
and visitors who attended. Altogether a
well supported and popular event.

Crail Folk Club
So, all the Crail Festivals are now behind us which means we can resume
normal service at the folk club. Eddi Reader is next on 18th August but
SOLD OUT with a waiting list for returns. Then we have a rare treat on
8th September which is Barbara Dickson & Rab Noakes as a duo
supported by the very excellent Irish singer Anthony Toner. Although we
haven't done much publicity for this event it is already half sold so don't
leave it too late to book - www.crailfolkclub.org.uk
Barbara Dickson and Rab Noakes have been friends since they
were teenagers, singing and playing in venues around Scotland. As
separate acts they often found themselves playing alongside each
other and other musical luminaries. Now, they've reunited to perform a
wonderful blend of folk songs, classic pop influences and self written
favourites. Rab's continuing reputation as one of Scotlands finest singersongwriters and Barbara's skills as an interpreter of new and traditional
songs provide an enviable platform for this unique show. The pair share
common ground with their respect for artists such as Dylan, Beatles and
the Everly Brothers which when mixed with their experiences of the folk
revival of the 1960s and beyond, create a stage show they are keen to share – and are delighted to be 'going
on the road' together.
We then seemlessly move on to Martin Simpson who is surely the most in demand performer on the UK folk
circuit. A sell out on his last visit so.....He is with us on 22nd September. More anon.

By the time this issue of Crail Matters is published there will be only two
days left of what has been a well-supported return of the Festival. The
evening performance today Friday, 29 July, is by Charlotte Whittle: a
Dramatic Soprano hailing from Fife, Charlotte currently resides in Cardiff,
Wales, where she is thrilled to be making her debut as Lady Macbeth in
Verdi’s “Macbeth” later on this year with Cardiff Opera. She is a graduate
of the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland and her Scottish appearances have
included the Edinburgh International Festival with the Royal Scottish
National Orchestra and the Edinburgh Festival Fringe. Well known for her
Wagnerian roles, Charlotte now spends a lot of her time performing in Zurich, Switzerland.
Joining Charlotte is Regina Meyer, who sings as a soloist in Switzerland and abroad in many concerts, orchestral masses
and opera projects, including 30 performances as Venus in a Swiss production of Offenbach’s “Orpheus in the
Underworld”. Aside from these engagements she’s creating her own concert programmes, poetic performance theatres,
chamber music productions and Song Recitals.
Accompanist Sian Davies completed her repetiteur course at Wales Academy of Voice, where she accompanied for many
masterclasses, including by Kiri Te Kanawa. Sian worked as a repetiteur with Welsh National Opera on their youth and
community projects as well as their youth opera. While a primary teacher, Sian accompanied many of Wales’s soloists and
international soloists, such as Bonny Tyler, Charlotte Church and many more. Sian is currently touring with Cardiff Opera
with “Cosi Fan Tutte” and will perform in “Macbeth” later this year.
The show will be narrated by Lily Forsyth, an emerging young actress from the East Neuk of Fife who has been studying
singing and acting under Charlotte’s tuition for five years.
The concert will be held in The Most Holy Trinity Catholic Church at 8pm and if prospective audience members fear
that the programme may be too “highbrow” for them, they might like to know that the song selection includes not only
arias from grand opera but also from My Fair Lady, Summertime from Porgy & Bess, Vilia from The Merry Widow, and
Rossini’s Cat Duet – which is great fun.
On Saturday, don’t miss the Putting Competitions – for adults and children – with excellent prizes to be won. And try to
get one of the few remaining tickets left for our closing act, an evening with singer/songwriter/guitarist/writer/ and
comedian Richard Digance.
Full details of both events on the website crailfestival.org

Meet the artist: Janette Kerr
Join us on Saturday, 6th of August, for the opportunity to meet artist Janette Kerr, whose
installation, Confusing Shadow with Substance, is on show in the Zulu Gallery from 6th of
August - 26th of September.
Come along to learn more about Janette’s project and her artistic process.
Admission is free, with donations for refreshments. Reserve your place on Art Tickets.
More information about the art project can be found on our website.
Janette is also exhibiting at this year’s Pittenweem Arts Festival as an invited artist.
If you have any questions about any of these events, get in contact with us at kathy@scotfishmuseum.org or 01333
310628.
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Date

27 Oct
Club
10 Nov
12 Nov
13 Nov
24 Nov
26 Nov
4 Dec
8 Dec
2023
19 Jan
16 Feb
18 Feb
23 Feb

Event

30 July Richard Digance - Crail Festival
18 Aug Eddi Reader – Folk Club & Crail
Festival – SOLD OUT
3 Sept Liz Jones & Broken Windows * - Scotland on
Tour
8 Sept Barbara Dickson & Rab Noakes + Anthony
Toner – Folk Club
22 Sept Martin Simpson – Folk Club
1 Oct
Elaine Lennon * - Scotland on Tour
8 Oct
Christine Bovill - 'Tonight You Belong To
Me: The Roaring 1920s’ – Crail Festival
13 Oct Colum Sands – Folk Club
22 Oct Elsa-Jean McTaggart ‘Eva Cassidy Show’ * Scotland on Tour

Dave Peabody & Regina Mudrich – Folk
Singers’ Night – Folk Club
Dean Owens * - Scotland on Tour
Tommy Smith * - Scotland on Tour
Kirsten Adamson – Folk Club
Opera Alba * - Scotland on Tour
The Other Guys - CCP
Folk Club - Christmas Party – Folk Club
Bully Wee Band – Folk Club
Scottish Opera on Tour - CCP
Karen Marshalsay * - Scotland on Tour
Jocelyn Pettit & Ellen Gira – Folk Club

All events take place at Crail Community Hall apart
from 21 and 22 July
Tickets through https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/
unless* https://scotlandontour.com

WHATS IN THE CAVE?
Dragons? Sorcerers? Pirates? Fairies? Giants? The Gruffalo?
Tales from the Cave
For children aged 3-10

Stories and songs in a spooky setting
ST FILLAN’S CAVE, COVE WYND, PITTENWEEM
Take your children on a mystery trip into St Fillan’s Cave! Storytellers and singers will entertain them with popular
stories and songs.
Juice and biscuits when they come out!
Saturday 6 August; Monday 8 August; Wednesday 10 August; Friday 12 August; Saturday 13 August.
Ages 3 – 5 at 2 pm
Ages 6-10 at 2.45 pm
Tickets £2 per child. Accompanying adults free.
Available from:
Pittenweem Community Library during opening hours (until 3 August)
Pittenweem Arts Festival Office (47 High Street). Open daily from 1st-13th August, 9 am – 5 pm.
Phone orders available from the Festival Office, 01333 313109.
Parents and carers are welcome. We can’t guarantee that all adults will get a seat, but the performance will not last
more than 30 minutes. Children will sit on cushions. Over 7s may attend unaccompanied, with parental permission.
(Please sign the consent form on the back of your child’s ticket.)
Wear warm clothes as the Cave can be chilly and damp.
Presented by Pittenweem Community Library
Please email the Library if you would like more information: library@pittclic.org.uk
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Wild Crail

is on holiday until 12 August

King Street – Probably the oldest street in Crail. The early morning light of winter reflects off of the white walls. The
cobbles must have been well laid to have lasted so long. You may often see two people in red and green in my
sketches. It will always be my wife and I. I place us in sketches to remind us of where we have been and what we
have seen.
Kenneth Williams
These sketches are provided at no charge for use in the "Crail Matters" publication. No other uses are authorised.

A moment of reflection Colin Morrison
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Sir
If evidence were required of the positive impact on traffic speed
then the accidental traffic chicane on Anstruther Road caused by
an abandoned car provides just this.
Traffic flowing in both directions is slowed significantly by the
obstacle and one hopes the Community Council and Fife
Council take note.
Yours sincerely
David J Brown
Crail
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Rock Pool Guddle

OUTDOOR
BOOKBUG
SESSIONS

West Braes Car Park, Pittenweem,
Fife, KY10 2PT
Saturday August 20, 2022 1:00 pm
- 3:00 pm

Free story, song
and rhyme
sessions for
babies,
toddlers, preschool children
and their
families, will be held in Pittenweem during July.

Have you ever wondered what creatures are left behind in rock pools
when the tide goes out? Come along to our Rock Pool Guddle to find
out! From playful prawns and handsome hermit crabs to slimy
seaweed and super starfish, Hanna and Rich will lead you on a
journey of aquatic discovery so don’t miss out!
Please wear waterproof boots and appropriate weatherproof clothing
and if it is sunny, sun cream, hats and water are advisable. If you have
your own net please bring it along.
Please be aware that we will be walking around the water’s edge so
children should always be accompanied by an adult. This event is
recommended for children aged 4 and over.
Access to the water will be via stairs and the ground will be very
uneven so this event is not suitable for wheelchair users or families
with pushchairs.
Spaces are limited so if for any reason you book but then can’t attend
please contact us to let us know at ask.us@fifecountryside.co.uk or
phone 01592 656080.
If you are interested in joining us, please sign up at:
h t t p s : / / w w w. e v e n t b r i t e . c o . u k / e / r o c k - p o o l - g u d d l e tickets-381563285057

Free drop in sessions, every Saturday,
9.30-10am.
Sponsored by Pittenweem Community Library and
held in a lovely garden next to the Library.
BOOKBUG is really fun for small children, their
parents, carers and grandparents! Each session
has familiar songs and lots of toys!
After the session parents and children are
welcome to read and play together in Pittenweem
Library. It has a big children’s section with books
for all age groups.

This is a free event but, if you can, we would be grateful for a
donation to the Trust’s work.

Location: The Priory Garden next to
Pittenweem Community Library, Cove Wynd,
Pittenweem KY10 2LE.
Look for balloons on the
garden gate!
Sessions will be held
inside the Library during
wet weather. Please email
library@pittclic.org.uk for more information,
Global warming?
Last weekend, a child reported what
might be a major find in Crail.
Readers will no doubt be familiar
with the Arthropleura tracks to be
found on the rocks near to the
harbour beach. However, a very
young child playing on the edge of
the beach and the cliff found in
what he described as a ‘cave’ (really
an indentation) an intact small
dinosaur - our experts suggest it
may be a diplodocus. This is a most
unusual, possibly unique, find.

Outstanding Music Highlights
Make sure you book your tickets now!

Saturday, 3 September 2022, 8 pm
Liz Jones & Broken Windows
https://scotlandontour.com/product/liz-jones-broken-windows/
Their version of gutsy rootsy rock, touching the blues, folk & latin, comes from wide influences
across a group of established, and some world toured, musicians. There is a great energy around the
strength of their front-woman’s vocals, but this is also a band for lovers of musicianship, solos,
rhythm and vibe. This is ‘band’ music.

On the other hand, it might be a
child’s toy that has been lost! Oh
well….if you know someone who
may have lost it let us know.

Saturday, 1 October 2022, 8 pm
Elaine Lennon Home Bird Sessions
https://scotlandontour.com/product/elaine-lennon-the-homebird-sessions/

Dear Editorial Team,

The Show’s intention is to create an intimate and welcoming space for Lennon and her guests Jesse
Terry to connect with audiences as they take turns to perform acoustic versions of their songs,
sharing stories behind them alongside gems of wisdom from their musical journeys.

We have recently moved into the village from the West
of Scotland within the last fortnight.
Both my wife & myself would like to express our
sincere thanks to our neighbours, fellow villagers, local
trades folk & business owners for their warm welcome.
It’s an absolute joy & pleasure for us to be part of
beautiful Crail & it’s village life.

Saturday, 22 October 2022 , 8 pm
Elsa Jean McTaggart – ‘Eva Cassidy: The Story'
https://scotlandontour.com/product/elsa-jean-mctaggart-eva-cassidy-the-story/
Eva Cassidy: an icon of acoustic music. Wistful and emotional vocals, beautiful guitar
accompaniment, Eva Cassidy had the power to move audiences through her interpretation of wellknown songs. Inspired by her favourite artist, award-winning musician Elsa Jean McTaggart brings
‘Eva Cassidy: The Story’ to Crail.

Colin & Carol McIntyre
Crail

We look forward to seeing you at Crail Community Hall!
https://www.crailcommunityhall.co.uk/
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Worship Resources

Crail Festival
Putting Green
2022

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate North, Crail.
Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Sunday Mass changed from 8.45am to 9.00am
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate, Pittenweem is
open for worship at 1130 and is also broadcasting the
services. For details of services and the online link
required go to: https://eastneuk-episcopal.co.uk.

Open 2 - 6pm
Weekends in June & September
Daily July & August

Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem. Our Sunday
service and Sunday School is at 10.30am each Sunday. All
Welcome! Service also available online. http://
coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk For urgent pastoral
needs please contact 01333 312041
pastor_ccc@btinternet.com

Adults £2, Child 16yrs and under £1
For information email: jennigowans@btinternet.com/tel: 01333 450108

Kilrenny Parish Church
Sunday services are at 9.45am each week. Services are
recorded, and are available on the church website, along
with additional information on events. Church Website:https://e-voice.org.uk/kilrenny/

Pinkerton Triangle and the ‘ancient’ standing stones

Kingsbarns Parish Church, All are welcome at this
friendly village church. Sunday services are at 10.00 am
each week. For more information please contact Rev.
Wotherspoon,
07711706634,
wotherspoonrig@btinternet.com

From a readers’ suggestion, we asked readers to suggest a
name for the ‘ancient’ standing stones at Pinkerton, and to
vote on which name they preferred. Readers will have
seen the Seagull’s contribution (from the family archives)
a couple of weeks ago on the possible history of these
stones.

Crail Parish Church
Our interim moderator is now Revd. Nigel Robb who
acted in that role before. Our Locum, in the absence
of our minister due to illness, is the Revd. Scott
Burton who can be contacted at 07776 212726. This
is a part time position.

These were the names suggested by readers:
The Sauchope Stones
The Chat Stones
The Seawar Standing Stones
The Crail Stones
The Ancient Crones of Crail
The Pinkies
Markanish

Services
31st July – Revd. Scott Burton
Time of Services. Please note that throughout 2022 the
service in Crail will be at 11.30 a.m.
All welcome.
Contact:crailchurchsessionclerk@gmail.com.
Chatbite – will return on Wednesday 27th July at 10.00
a.m. All welcome. Cost £2.50.
Prayer Group. – The Prayer Group will break for the
summer and resume meeting in September.

The overwhelming vote was for ‘The Pinkies’.
We’re not sure how to do this, but we will try to get the
name included on the next edition of the Ordinance
Survey map for our area.

Mobile Post Office - High Street South
Monday 1400-1545, Tuesday 1400-1545, Wednesday
1400-1545

Bin Collection
You can find your bin collection arrangements for your
address by consulting the web site https://www.fife.gov.uk/
services/bin-calendar
3 August Brown bin and Blue bin
10 August Grey bin
17 August Brown bin and Blue bin
24 August Green bin
31 August Brown bin and Blue bin

Mobile Library - Marketgate Crail
To be confirmed
Mobile Bank - Marketgate Crail
Thursday 1100-1130
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council
Monday, 29 August 2022

7.15pm
in the Town Hall
Contact: crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com
for further information
The next Community Council meeting will be held 29 August

CRAIL MUSEUM AND HERITAGE CENTRE
Crail Museum and Heritage Centre is open. Opening dates and times are :
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays: 11am - 4pm
Exhibitions include The Mural Monuments of Crail Churchyard, Crail Golfing Society, Ship to Shore, The Burgh Room
and Airfield Room. New for this year is the story of the refurbishment of Crail’s 16th century Doocot. The Museum also
holds many albums containing photographs of people, events and buildings in Crail which visitors are welcome to browse
through.
Guided Walks – commencing Sunday, 5th June. Meet at the Museum 2.15pm for 2.30pm.
Adults £3, Children 10 – 17 £1, under 10 – freeWe look forward to welcoming you back to this wee gem of a museum which
tells the story of the ancient Royal Burgh of Crail and its people.
www.crailmuseum.uk
Tel. 01333 450869
Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation: SC023505

The Crail Seagull has its eye on you
СЛАВА УКРАЇНІ ! / GLORY TO UKRAINE !
Took a jaunt out to Kilrenny earlier in the week. Pleased to see the abandoned car has at last been moved (notwithstanding
the Police Aware stickers which don’t seem to mean much). Saw an interesting dog exercise area - nobody in it, but still
interesting - maybe they could extend it for Seagulls to party in? What I did notice were the number of quite large holes in
the roadside, where there were (I imagine) drain covers. Very dangerous for cyclists.
One of my friends who lives all the time in Crail (I’m out at my summer residence at Fluke Dub right now) sits and listens
to people’s TV’s during the evenings. He said there’s a looming crisis to do with massive increases in electricity and gas
bills which will make it difficult for people to heat their homes. Luckily I don’t use any electricity or gas, but I do benefit
from sitting on warm roofs during winter. I imagine the solution will be to wrap up warm. But if this is the case, how will
people manage to budget for food if they have to spend a lot on heating bills? It’s not so much a problem for me - I just take
stuff I see on the ground - but if you have to buy food what can you do? Lets all make an effort to support the food bank.
Fine street market last week. Lots of variety in the stalls, and lots of rich pickings for me after they had all gone. Lets do it
again on a regular basis.

A rare opportunity!!
We understand the Crail Seagull has arranged for a limited edition mug to be produced
priced at £10 each. These will be available from Crail Matters - write to
crailmatters@gmail.com.

Exercise Class for the Elderly
Anstruther Upper Town Hall, Thursday mornings at 10am
We welcome new men and women over the age of 70. Anyone is welcome to come along the first time and watch. Classes
will resume 8 September.
Contact Val 01333340336 or Email: valeryjamieson@btinternet.com
Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on Wednesday 5.00pm for
publication in Friday issue. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the author, and not of Crail Matters.
We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2022:
Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon Baxter, Mary Butler. Phone contact
07391986293.
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