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The Editorial Team of Crail Ma�ers extend their deepest
sympathy to the Royal family on the death of
HM Queen Elizabeth

Crail Speed Limit To Be Cut To 20mph In 18-Month Trial
Crail is to become the first village in Fife to trial a 20mph speed limit on an A-class road. The
move was prompted by concerns about speeding drivers racing through the East Neuk,
particularly once Covid restrictions ended.
However, residents have been calling for action since at least 2018.
Fife Council officers were asked to consider cutting the limit on the A917. The straight road runs
through a number of communities, including Elie, St Monans, Pittenweem and Anstruther, all of which are
affected by fast traffic and the Crail speed limit cut will be run as an 18-month experiment to see how it works.
Traffic management consultant Lesley Craig said the public would be given a chance to share their views on the
move.
And if, after the 18 months, it’s found not to have slowed traffic or if the public doesn’t like it, the previous 30mph
limit can be restored.
East Neuk Liberal Democrat councillor Fiona Corps is one of those in favour and she hopes the idea will be rolled
out elsewhere if it proves successful. “There’s an issue through every village in the East Neuk,” Ms Corps said. “I
sit on nine community councils and at every meeting there is an issue raised about speed. There’s been a big influx
in visitors since Covid, with people discovering the East Neuk. People are flocking to the villages and they don’t
always adhere to the speed regulations. This order has been on the cards for a while.”
The speed trial will include Anstruther Road, High Street and St Andrews Road and will cost around £10,500 to
implement.
This includes the cost of advertising the change, replacing signs and installing speed countdown signs.
No speed cushions or other traffic calming measures will be introduced at this stage. Unlike permanent speed cuts,
the experimental traffic order can be made with just seven days notice.
https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/fife/3672238/crail-speed-limit/
Christine Bovill, a Crail favourite, returns to entertain us on 8 October. Originally
scheduled by Crail Festival for October 2021, the performance had to be cancelled at the
last minute in light of a Covid related incident. The Society is hence delighted to have been
able to rearrange the concert a year later.
Christine has enjoyed great success at previous Crail Festivals with her hugely popular
"Piaf" and "Paris" performances. This show, new to Crail, centres on "The Roaring 20s".
It featured at the Edinburgh Fringe in 2019 and dips into the repertoire of some of the
greats of that remarkable age, like Irving Berlin, George and Ira Gershwin, Jerome Kern,
Duke Ellington, Richard Rogers, and Cole Porter. A number of their fabulous, memorable
songs like “Puttin’ on the Ritz”, “I Can’t Believe that You’re in Love with Me”, “Blue
Skies”, “I Get a Kick Out of You”, “Let’s Do it, Let’s Fall in Love”, “The Man I Love” and
“Embraceable You” effectively launched the "Great American Songbook". Christine's
powerful, inimitable interpretative style captures the heart and soul of these timeless
songs, etched in the memory from a very troubled period in the world spanning the end of
World War 1 to the Great Depression. A stellar performance is anticipated and the tickets,
available through our website crailfestival.org, are selling well! We look forward to a great
evening.

St John’s Lectures 2022
We are pleased to welcome

Dr Edward Baxter
of East Neuk Estates

Carbon and
the soil sponge

Regenerative Agriculture and its adoption in Fife

Friday 16th September 2022 at 7.30pm

St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate, Pittenweem
Please apply in advance for free tickets by email to:
lectures.stjohns@eastneuk-episcopal.co.uk
All Welcome /Refreshments
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Reserve the date!
Elaine Lennon – The Homebird Sessions
with Special Guest Jesse Terry
at Crail Community Hall
1 October 2022 – 8 pm
As part of Scotland on Tour’s initiative to bring artists and
venues together, Crail Community Hall has secured seven
concerts to take place between September 2022 and
March 2023. The second one of the series brings Elaine
Lennon with her ‘Homebird Sessions and Special Guest’
to Crail.

The Sessions now have their own Bandcamp Page and
Youtube Channel where collaborative guest projects are
released, the first of which was THE LIGHT in December
2021, a collaboration between Lennon, Yvonne Lyon and
Adriana Spina. Not only was it the brand’s first release, it
was also the first time a song had ever been specifically
written, recorded, released and performed live at a TEDx
Official event and formed part of their TEDx Talk.
Receiving high critical acclaim the Show now has a
hybrid model of live on-line and in-person shows offered
to Festivals, Musical Theatre & Arts Venues with
Cumbernauld Theatre Trust at their Lanternhouse venue
being the first to add it to their musical programme.

A must for music fans and writers everywhere – relaxed,
warming and welcoming. THE HERALD
Lennon has created a wonderful format for sharing songs
and how they come into being. I was flattered to be asked
to take part in such an enjoyable and original show.
Brilliant! BOO HEWERDINE

As a young artist, Terry would fit right in with the
songwriters of the 1960s and ’70s. Listening to his music,
it’s easy to imagine hearing his songs on the radio in
between cuts by Bob Dylan, James Taylor, Jackson
Browne and Joni Mitchell - Jay Smith - Pollstar.com
The stage had been Jesse's home for a decade. He plays
around 150 shows a year, from Bonnaroo to the
Philadelphia Folk Festival, the 30A Songwriters Festival
to AmericanaFest. When the pandemic canceled concerts
and delayed the album's release, he pivoted to performing
online and found a strong new connection to his fans, who
had helped fund his albums all along. "My musical tribe
has always been there for me," he says with gratitude.

Lennon created the online version of the Show at the start
of the lockdown in 2020 as a way of maintaining contact
with her fans.
The Show’s intention is to create an intimate and
welcoming space for Lennon and her guests to connect
with audiences as they take turns to perform acoustic
versions of their songs, sharing stories behind them
alongside gems of wisdom from their musical journeys.
With her warm and informal interview style (which
includes an audience interactive Q&A), Lennon’s overall
ethos of nurturing and building the song-writing
community has not only attracted an audience of music
lovers and fellow artists alike, but has also lead to an
impressive international line-up of talented song-writer
guests wanting to take part and earned Lennon a
nomination for the 2021 UK AMA ‘Hero’ award
(Americana Music Association) for her work in the songwriting community.

Listen here: https://www.elainelennon.com/video and
http://www.jesseterrymusic.com
Tickets £14, BYOB
Pre-booking required through https://
scotlandontour.com/product/elaine-lennon-thehomebird-sessions/ or have a look at https://
www.crailcommunityhall.co.uk/post/elaine-lennon-thehomebird-sessions-with-special-guest
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Lobsters from Mars!
That’s where they come from he said - Mars. Been around for more than 140 million years and we didn’t start eating them
until 100,000 years ago – they can live forever! Although not entirely accurate, this lobster fisherman’s take on the mysteries
of lobster biology speaks volumes about these amazing creatures. The first lobsters appeared in the fossil record around 450
million years ago and whilst they are not immortal, unlike humans, lobsters do not suffer age associated demise - they can
continue to grow throughout life, feed and reproduce and regenerate their limbs. It has been suggested that lobster DNA has
the remarkable ability to continuously repair itself.
Crail, like many chocolate box harbours around the coast of Scotland, is home to myriad small fishing vessels and harbour
sides stacked with creels and pots – many used to fish for our friends from Mars. But what do we actually know about how
and where we fish for Martians and, perhaps more importantly how many Martians are out there? Let’s just park that thought
for a moment and talk about those colourful small fishing boats that bejewel these harbours.
In Scotland there are about 1400, blandly classified as “under tens” or “inshore” or “static gear” vessels. This refers to their
size, the fact that they fish close to shore and the type of fishing gear they use. About 80% of the world’s fishing fleet is
defined as “small scale” and this includes our inshore vessels. Hundreds of millions of people worldwide make their living
and meet their basic nutritional needs through these small scale fisheries. Whilst Governments have been transfixed by
attempting to regulate and manage the more familiar and iconic high seas fisheries such as cod, haddock, mackerel tuna and
the like, little attention has been paid to small scale fisheries. The size and number of the vessels, the fact that they are often
in remote and dispersed locations and difficult to monitor, means that these fisheries are often marginalised. In the developing
world the majority of these fisheries are unreported, unregulated and illegal. As a result, the very resources that sustain so
many of the world’s poorest people are threatened.
So, how do we find out enough about Martians and those that hunt them, to ensure that both continue to flourish. The
emergence of low-cost electronics such as GPS (also extra terrestrial!) and mobile phone communications, means that
collecting information from almost anywhere on the planet is now feasible. These small, inexpensive devices can record
position to within a few meters and transmit this information through mobile telephone networks in near real time to a
computer that may even be on the opposite side of the planet. By fitting these devices to small fishing vessels we can record
detailed tracks of fishing trips. Careful analysis of the position, speed and rate of turn of the vessel during the course of trip
reveals a distinct choreography; a dance that signifies where fishing gear is being deployed and recovered. Delving a little
deeper into these movements, it is possible to identify the type and the amount of fishing gear used. Over time, these patterns
reveal the location and intensity of fishing activity and allow us to quantify fishing effort. Coupled with information on how
many Martians are being caught we can then look at the way that catch changes relative to fishing effort. Intuitively if we
need to expend more effort to catch the same amount or less this should ring alarm bells. Conversely if the amount and size
of what is caught remains relatively stable for a given level of fishing effort this could suggest that our Martians are being
removed from the sea at a rate which is allowing them to grow and reproduce (or land?) sustainably.
The Coastal Resources Management Group at the University of St Andrews have been developing these tacking systems and
ways of analysing fishing vessel tracks for the last few years – the idea being to make both the technology and the analysis
widely available and accessible to small scale fisheries globally. Crail’s claim to fame in all of this trickery is the fishing
vessel Rotten Shamble based in the harbour and her skipper Bill Middleton. In 2019, Bill was the first fisherman in Scotland
to have a solar powered tracking device fitted to his vessel. Bill knows more about fishing for Martians than NASA and his
life time of observation provides a rich tapestry of knowledge about the way the fishery has changed over the years – both in
terms of catches and fishing effort. The St Andrews team were interested to know if the solar powered tracker mounted on
the roof Rotten Shamble’s wheelhouse would continue to function thought the short gloomy days of winter and be robust
enough to deal with exposure to salt, wind and rain, not to mention acrid deposits from sea gulls. Remarkably, all of the
equipment remained dry and continued to report fishing trips for the best part of two years without missing a beat.
Based on what has been learned from these early deployments at Crail, trackers have
now been fitted to many other vessels. Fishers in the Western Isles have long recognised
that they need to limit the explosion in the numbers of creels being used and worked with
Marine Scotland to develop a Creel Limitation Pilot area which was implemented in
October 2020 for two years. The St Andrews team were asked to fit 40 trackers to vessels
involved in the pilot, to understanding how data from a larger number of vessels could
be handled, processed, analysed and reported automatically. By tracking these vessels it
was, for the first time, possible to make accurate estimates of the numbers of creels being
deployed by each vessel. The Wester Isles Creel limitation Pilot will inform the potential
for similar schemes in Scotland. Scottish Government is now committed to tracking all
inshore fishing vessels. In March 2022, the St Andrews team travelled to the Republic of
Palau – a tiny group of islands in the Pacific where a small number of fishing vessels
were fitted with trackers to provide the first fishing tracks needed to start building a
picture of small scale fishing activities in one of
the world’s largest marine protected areas.
The early tracking trial based on the Rotten
Shamble and handful of other creel vessel around
the East Neuk has blossomed into a truly global
project. Next time you visit one of these idyllic
harbours take a closer look at those little fishing
vessels and remember – some of them catch
Martians!
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Crail Folk Club
We seem to be having a run of greats at the moment with Eddi Reader and Barbara
Dickson, we have another on 22nd September. It is Martin Simpson. A sell out last
time he came and looking likely to be this time. Full details, music clips and tickets
from www.crailfolkclub.org.uk

Recycling Crail follow-up:

Coast & Countryside Trust and many others involved
authorities will be from a position of strength, the will of
This Scheme is to provide public recycling bins in Crail the people and all that.
(none exist at present) using the The Scotland Return
Deposit Scheme (usually known as a Container Deposit I am very pleased to report that all the major Crail
Scheme) as a means to support the proposal. The idea was Committees have contacted me with positive support and
explained in last week’s Crail Matters.
thoughts.
The proposal is to establish and operate public recycling
bins which includes bins specifically for the collection of
bottles and cans that in August 2023 will have a 20p deposit
to reclaim. At present the only public waste bins are landfill
bins which are old, tired and entirely unfit for purpose.
There are 45 small black public landfill bins of which about
one third are operated by Fife Coast and Countryside Trust
(on Fife Coastal Path) while the rest are provided by Fife
Council. There are NO public recycling points in Crail.

However, contact by the residents and part residents has
been somewhat muted. This is no doubt due to the sad
events of the past week and possibly to my approach last
week. I hope that this survey will clarify, but if not please
do not hesitate to contact me on recyclingcrail@gmail.com

In addition replies of support there were many replies from
second home part-time residents who have problems with
day-to-day waste and would like a central cycling point in
Crail. (We had one once at the airfield). The benefit to Crail
This week I thought I would provide information on the generally would be that many unused domestic bins that
response. In addition I would like to ask all readers of Crail litter our village could disappear. This question could be
Matters to complete the attached survey so that a better discussed in the follow-up to the survey.
understanding of the wishes of Crail residents is known.
The survey is for “Broad Brush” initial concepts only. If as If you could find a few minutes of time to fill in the survey
I hope a large proportion of Crail residents want this to it would help a lot as to the next action to take. Please note
happen then the matter of location, size, recycling centre it is anonymous and please do not complete more than
etc. can be discussed.
once.
One of the outcomes from this survey could, if the answers Please take the survey here ….
are positive, give a strong backing for the scheme. If this is https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Z5YGGTQ
the case then any interaction with Fife Council and Fife
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Wild Crail
Will Cresswell

Photos Ruff and Little Stint Will Cresswell;
Arctic warbler and redstart John Anderson

The last two weeks have brought lots of migrants.
Particularly pied flycatchers, and common redstarts, as rain
showers and the easterlies continued. 75 landed on the May
on the 7th and on the 8th there were quite a few found
around Fife Ness. I went on a redstart safari that afternoon
and saw two at Balcomie in the apple orchard next to the
walled garden. One was a particularly striking male,
unusually with quite a bit of white on the wing suggesting
a bird from eastern Europe, maybe as far away as Turkey.
Common redstarts are one of my favourite birds – I love
the way they bring a little explosion of bright red as they
fly from low perch to perch, accented by the shiver of their
red tail when they land. The other redstart was a female and
they were joined briefly by a spotted flycatcher using the
same perches and making the same forays down into the
sheep field after insects. I found another migrant chat – a
whinchat – down at the cottages.
Lunch was cancelled on the 10th. Too many good birds to
look at. I went out before 9 and didn’t get home until after
5, moving from one good patch and a set of good birds to
another. There were still lots of landbird migrants around –
I saw 5+ common redstarts, 3+ pied flycatchers, 3+ spotted
flycatchers, a tree pipit, 20+ common wheatear, 4 garden
warbler, a common whitethroat, 3+ blackcaps. Lists are
dull but some days the list is fantastic. I was mostly at
Kilminning, particularly sitting watching the elder bushes
and surrounding ash and whitebeam trees which always are
productive on a good migrant day. A couple of times I had
a spotted flycatcher, a redstart and a pied flycatcher sat on
the same small bit of tree. On any visit to Kilminning just
one of these species will make the day. And everywhere
else there were redstarts and pied flycatcher – at Craighead
Cottages and Balcomie and I even put up a male redstart
from the beach at Fife Ness. And to cap it all off, midafternoon, a visitor found a red-flanked bluetail at
Kilminning.
There was some confusion initially as the bluetail was
reported from the green shed at Kilminning – and there are
two green sheds. But it had been seen in gorse bushes and
only one of the sheds (near Fife Ness) has gorse bushes by
it. I started looking for it and within twenty minutes there
were over 15 people doing the same. None of us was
optimistic. Although the Crail patch has a good record of
red-flanked bluetails (4 in the last 20 years), they like dense
woodland (Denburn Wood has had 3 of the records with the
other in the Patch at Fife Ness), so this newly arrived
migrant wasn’t going to stay by the coastal path for long.
After about 30 minutes some of the more pessimistic
birders started to leave and with perfect irony the most
pessimistic immediately bumped into the bluetail as they
headed off. I was fortunately nearby as the shout went up
and I ran down the coastal path. As I arrived to where it had
been reseen it flew down and landed on the coastal path,
perching for about 10 seconds thirty metres away from me.
I remembered to breath and watch it properly. There is
always a sense of panic when you first lay eyes on an
extreme rarity, especially one that is prone to dive into
cover and disappear forever any second. But I did it
properly – looked at it as a fantastic looking bird - but also
noted everything I should. A very robin like bird, the open
unmarked head apart from a clear eye ring, the white

underparts contrasting with a nice reddish blush under the
wings, and the very blue tail. And then it was gone, flying
along the path, round the corner out of sight, its blue tail the
last thing I saw. Three or four of us saw it, and that was it.
We looked for another thirty minutes – lots of wheatears
and a tree pipit – but no further sign of the bluetail. Perhaps
it continued on to the trees of Kilminning and even
Denburn. My third blue-tail for the Crail patch. They used
to be insanely rare but they have spread into Finland in the
last 20 years and probably have also changed their
migration route. They are still pretty special and I am so
glad to have seen another.
Stinky Pool at Fife Ness has been having a run of good
waders. There are regular bar-tailed godwits, with perhaps
as many as 9 visiting on the 10th (a few at a time with the
rest roosting on the rocks behind), and at lunchtime a
couple of ruff and a knot. The roost at high tide had more
ruff although they were hard to count and my first purple
sandpipers of the winter. I also had a black-tailed godwit
with three bar-tails past Fife Ness earlier. But this was all
eclipsed as I crossed the golf course long Danes Dyke back
from the blue tail last thing that afternoon. I saw a flock of
oystercatcher – that often feed on the golf course – feeding
on a quiet fairway, but with some smaller, browner waders.
More ruff and bar-tailed godwit. 23 ruff in total and five
bar-tailed godwits! More ruff in one place than I have ever
seen outside of Africa. I sauntered nonchalantly along the
fairway – as a golfer might – and was able to get reasonably
close. Clearly the ruff have been doing this all week
because they just moved to the next fairway whenever
some golfers came towards them, and they more or less
ignored me and the golf balls that were dropping down
around them. Ruff are very interesting waders – a crazy
competitive and communal breeding system that means
that the males are much bigger than females, almost
looking like different species.
Sunday the 11th was another day of no lunch – another day
of great birds. A repeat of the day before, more or less, but
with the red-flanked bluetail being replaced by an Arctic
warbler at Craighead cottages. As luck goes with birding I had mine the day before – I didn’t see the warbler. I got to
Craighead within 15 minutes of it being found (although
cycling across Balcomie Beach when it is covered by a
metre of seaweed nearly killed me) but was always looking
in the wrong bit when the bird surfaced. Like bluetail the
day before, it showed itself to a handful of people and some
good photographs were taken but otherwise it did a
disappearing act after the first 60 minutes. I staked out
Craighead cottages for a couple of hours at lunchtime and
actually didn’t much mind that I missed the warbler. I had
pied and spotted flycatcher, redstart, lesser whitethroat,
willow warbler and garden warbler while I was searching.
And the big flock of 23 ruff on the nearby golf course
would fly by occasionally on their way to and from stinky
pool.
My best bird of the day was a little stint I found among the
dunlin in the muddy bay at the most northerly fairway of
Balcomie golf course. It flew away from the strandline and
immediately the thought of – tiny sanderling, must be a
little stint – crossed my mind. It landed a little bit away and
Pied Flycatcher
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I was able to watch it closely over the next 30
minutes (until I got the message about the
Arctic warbler). Little stints are best picked up
at this time of year because they are very pale
and white looking, like a sanderling, but with a
more richly patterned back (with more rufous
feathers than a sanderling). Of course, if they
plop down next to dunlin as this bird did then
they make themselves very obvious. Much
smaller than a dunlin, which itself is already
quite a small bird. Little stints are uncommon
migrant waders for us, despite being a very
common across Europe. I suspect we overlook
them although I search for them diligently
every year. They occur about every year in
three and hardly ever more than one at a time.
They have been, invariably, at Balcomie.
Term started this week at St Andrews so I have
been busy. But on the 14th, luckily I was
working at home when the news emerged that
the Aarctic warbler of Sunday had been seen
again at Craighead Cottages at Fife Ness. I
cycled out to Craighead after lunch in a 30
minute gap between meetings. I had a hope that
after investing 4 hours on Sunday with no luck
that I would get on to it quickly. And so it
worked out! I saw the bird within 5 minutes of
arriving at the site, with reasonable but quick
views in the ash and sycamore trees along the
wall at Craighead. I sat down in a good spot to
wait for some more views and dialed in to my
next zoom meeting. I spent the next hour in a
strange technological twilight zone with a
people chatting in agenda points in one ear and
robins and willow warblers calling in my other,
my attention split between looking at the trees
and the whiteboard on my phone. It might seem
a recipe for not succeeding in either task but
again it all worked out. A successful meeting
and in the last 20 minutes the Arctic warbler
popped up in a low willow 25 metres away and
stayed beautifully visible for a couple of
minutes. I could see well that it was an Arctic
warbler, with its flattened stripy lizard like
profile, with a very long supercilium extending
in an uptick onto the back of the head, but
petering out before the bill, a stout looking bill,
and a long primary projection: and of course
greyish green tones above, whiteish below and
with a double wing bar. Brilliant to finally catch
up with it. Only my second Arctic warbler on
the Crail patch – the first was in the excellent
autumn of two years ago in the Patch just a
couple of hundred metres away.

Little Stint

Ruff Flock

Male Eastern Type Redstart

Artic Warbler
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Letter to the Editor
Sirs
I was interested in your article on the ‘Stay Behind’ units, and I
can elaborate on where the base at Caiplie Coves was. Having
been born in 1941 and of an age where ‘we’ made our own
amusement, we visited that particular base in our travels
frequently. It was constructed beside the stream which reaches
the sea on the Cellardyke side of Caiplie Coves. I attach a plan
of a typical ‘base’, and as you can see, there is an escape tunnel
to a stream which presumably could be used for other purposes
essential to survival. The base at Caiplie conformed to this plan
with a tunnel to the stream, and a few hundred yards inland from
the sea. Having moved away to work, I don’t know what
happened in the interval, but I do know that the mound where the
base was, has been demolished by a local farmer to create a pond in the stream for agricultural purposes. I also attach a
map of Fife with the location of the Fife Bases which was given to me by someone who was involved in the construction.
As many people in Crail will
know, Tom Richardson was
the local garage owner and I
knew him well through his
interest in movie film. I joined
Joe Urban as an apprentice
TV/ Radio engineer, and Joe
Urban started off his movie
work
using
ex-military
gunsight cameras and outdated
film, but that’s another story.
Incidentally, I got an official R
1155 manual from Tom
Richardson, which he had
presumably obtained during
his wartime service?
George Walker
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The Kilminning Rewilding Project
We have just been awarded a grant from the Nature Restoration Fund Scotland of £213,000 to create a wetland at
Kilminning! BUT we need to match funds to unlock this. We need to raise another £8,000 to do this!
The East Neuk area around Crail has no wetlands beyond the size of a small
pond. We are aiming to create a rewilded area of wetland at South Kilminning.
The project will substantially add to the wildlife value of the site by creating a
0.7 ha freshwater wetland habitat. We will start the wetland creation by
deculverting 75m of field drain and creating a 0.6 Ha shallow, seasonally
variable (i.e. with wide shallow margins that will provide exposed mud during
dry periods of the year) pond and 0.1 Ha wet meadow on the adjacent tarmac
area. The project is fully costed, planned, and with appropriate permissions in
principle obtained; the project will be managed by and through a generous
donation by the landscape engineering firm Stantec.
A diagram of the proposed plan is here. Phase 1 is completed and Phase 2 to create the large pond and small wet meadow
area is (almost – subject to some crowd funding) fully funded and should be completed by March 2024. Phase 3 - where
we will obtain funding to create further wet meadow and woodland on the site, to completely rewild the tarmac areas –
will be carried out in 2024-26.
So far we have:
a. acquired the site
through Community
land Asset Transfer
legislation for a £1
and have paid for
legal fees and initial
management work
through crowd
funding.
b. begun meadow
management in
partnership with the
Meadows in the
Making project led
by the University of
St Andrews.
c. begun tree
planting, with
planting of 2,500
trees and several hundred meters of hedging of diverse native tree and shrub species carried out already, funded by
Footprint East Neuk.
d. obtained funding for £213,000, from the Scottish Government’s Nature Restoration Fund in April 2022, to create a
wetland and wet meadow area 2022-2024.
BUT this funding is contingent on us raising another 10% in matched funding. We already have £13,000 from
generous donations from local community groups, but we need another £8,000 to unlock the £213,000 and so to carry
out the wetland project.
Please help reach the final target to start the wetland project. You can donate at:
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/south-kilminning-rewilding-project. Update 13 September:

9

Worship Resources

Crail Festival
Putting Green
2022

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate North, Crail.
Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Sunday Mass changed from 8.45am to 9.00am
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate, Pittenweem is
open for worship at 1130 and is also broadcasting the
services.
For details of services and the online link required go to:
https://eastneuk-episcopal.co.uk.

Open 2 - 6pm
Weekends in June & September
Daily July & August

Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem. Our Sunday
service and Sunday School is at 10.30am each Sunday. All
Welcome! Service also available online. http://
coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk For urgent pastoral
needs please contact 01333 312041
pastor_ccc@btinternet.com

Adults £2, Child 16yrs and under £1
For information email: jennigowans@btinternet.com/tel: 01333 450108

Kilrenny Parish Church
Sunday services are at 9.45am each week. Services are
recorded, and are available on the church website, along
with additional information on events. Church Website:https://e-voice.org.uk/kilrenny/

Exercise Class for the Elderly
Anstruther Upper Town Hall, Thursday mornings at
10am
We welcome new men and women over the age of 70.
Anyone is welcome to come along the first time and
watch. Classes will resume 8 September.

Kingsbarns Parish Church, All are welcome at this
friendly village church. Sunday services are at 10.00 am
each week. For more information please contact Rev.
Wotherspoon,
07711706634,
wotherspoonrig@btinternet.com

Contact Val 01333340336 or
Email: valeryjamieson@btinternet.com

Crail Parish Church Intimations
Our interim moderator is now Revd. Nigel Robb who
acted in that role before. Our Locum, in the absence
of our minister due to illness, is the Revd. Scott
Burton who can be contacted at 07776 212726. This
is a part time position.
Services
18th September – The Worship Group – Guild Dedication
Service.
25th September – Revd. Scott Burton
2nd October
Revd. Scott Burton
Harvest Thanksgiving Service - this service will take place
on Sunday 2nd October. Donations of dried food, tinned food
and toiletries will be gratefully received and passed to the
East Neuk Food Bank. The church will be open on Saturday
1st October between 10.00 and 12.00 p.m. and 2.00-4.00
p.m.to receive donations. Alternatively donations can also
be made prior to the service on the Sunday.
Time of Services. Please note that throughout 2022 the
service in Crail will be at 11.30 a.m.
All welcome. Contact:
crailchurchsessionclerk@gmail.com.
Chatbite – Wednesday mornings at 10.00 a.m. All
welcome. Cost £2.50.
Prayer Group – Meets on Thursday mornings at 10.30
a.m. at St Ayle Anstruther. All welcome.

Mobile Post Office - High Street South

Monday 1400-1545, Tuesday 1400-1545, Wednesday
1400-1545

Mobile Bank - Marketgate Crail
Thursday 1100-1130

Mobile Library - Marketgate Crail
10:00 - 11:00
22 September

Bin Collection
You can find your bin collection arrangements for your
address by consulting the web site https://www.fife.gov.uk/
services/bin-calendar
21 September Green bin
28 September Brown and Blue bin
5 October Grey bin
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NEW 12 week SEASON
from Monday 29 August 7.30pm
Enjoy popular songs from the past 100 years.
…everyone welcome… see you there!
Rehearsals
Monday at 7.30pm
Autumn
Winter Session 2022
19th SEPTEMBER Crail Community Hall
26th SEPTEMBER Crail Community Hall
3rd OCTOBER
Crail Community Hall
24th OCTOBER Crail Community Hall
31st OCTOBER Crail Community Hall
7th November Crail Community Hall
14th November Crail Community Hall
21st November Crail Community Hall
28th November Concert 1st December

Consultation on New Bus Timetable
Stagecoach are proposing a number of changes to the
bus services across North- east Fife, including the 95
service that runs through Crail. The revised timetable
for the 95 will remove some early morning services.
Stagecoach are currently running a consultation on
the proposed changes, and you are invited to have
your say online https://www.stagecoachbus.com/
promos-and-offers/east- scotland/east-scotlandservice-change-consultation The page includes a link
to the new timetable so you can see how you will be
affected. Willie Rennie, our local MSP, is also
encouraging affected people to contact him (contact
details can be found on his web page https://
www.parliament.scot/msps/current-and- previousmsps/willie-rennie).

The Great Scottish Squirrel
Survey: 19-25 September
Saving
Scotland’s
Red
Squirrels’ annual Great Scottish
Squirrel Survey takes place this
year from Monday, 19th
September to Sunday 25th September. As we head into autumn,
this is a good time to see squirrels as they start to hide food in
preparation for winter. Their sense of smell is so exceptional that
they can find food that is buried under a foot of snow! If you spot
a squirrel (red or grey) during the week, you are encouraged to
report it at https://scottishsquirrels.org.uk/squirrel-sightings/
You can zoom in on the map on the Saving Scotland's Red
Squirrels page, and select different years from the drop down
menu. Greys are regularly seen in Denburn, and at Cambo,. It
looks like Elie is the
closest place for reds,
though, and the
woods
around
L a d y b a n k
(Heatherhall, Eden
Muir,
South
Annsmuir etc. are a
bit of a hotspot for
them.≠≠≠≠

A rare opportunity!!
We understand the Crail Seagull has arranged
for a limited edition mug to be produced priced
at £10 each. These will be available from Crail
Matters - write to: crailmatters@gmail.com

Spotted on
Scotscraig Estate the
other week
Gordon Baxter

11

The Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council
Contact: crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com
for further information
The next Community Council meeting will be held 7.15pm 26 September in The Town Hall

AGENDA

Chairman’s report

Welcome & Apologies
Minutes of meeting held on 29th August 2022

Treasurer’s report

Matters Arising
Promotion of Police Survey DWW
Colinsburgh Bridge repairs Cllr SD
First responders involvement in emergencies AH

Update – Crail Community Partnership
Items for Discussion

The Crail Seagull has its eye on you
СЛАВА УКРАЇНІ ! / GLORY TO UKRAINE !
You may not agree but put simply, seagull babies are cute little things although combined with their
parents, it can all get a little rowdy on the rooftops.
We gulls have been forced into more urban areas following a reduction in our natural nesting sites. Birds, who nest
naturally, travel to rubbish tips to feed on your waste, this has resulted in high levels of illness in some of my chums. A
combination of increased culling and disease means there has been a steep decline of our population by over 50% since the
nineteen eighties. Towns provide greater protection for our babies from predators (yes, we have some) and a better quality
food source. Gull mums and dads are only trying to do the best for their little ones so less of the nasty remarks if you
please.
I never met the Queen (or anyone like that) although I do know some of my family in the past had a close relationship with
the Royal family. Do you remember the Editors shared one of my diaries with you a while ago about my uncle who worked
with Queen Victoria? Well, Queen Elizabeth does seem like she was a nice lady. It’s a pity she didn’t come to Crail to meet
us all, but I suppose she was very busy. She did come in 1950, but that was before she was Queen, and crowds of people
waved to her as her car passed along the street with bunting strung between buildings.
I reckon people will miss her - the great outpouring of public regard for her seems to suggest this, and all the local ex service
people will feel an additional responsibility. She seemed to embody a sense of public service which does seem lacking in our
current leadership - we will miss her.
Power of Attorney
Every year thousands of people across Scotland lose
capacity. It could be an accident, a head injury, a stroke
or an ongoing progressive illness such as Dementia.
Over the last couple of years Covid-19 has had a huge
impact with people of all ages incapacitated while being
treated. The only way you can plan for your future is to
appoint someone with Power of Attorney.
Having a Power of Attorney in place ensures the welfare
and financial choices made before incapacitation are
protected.
The purpose of the campaign is to bring this message to
our communities letting people know the benefits of
having one and what can happen if you don't.
For more information go to https://
mypowerofattorney.org.uk/, or consult your solicitor.
National Power of Attorney Day is on the 29th of
September this year.

Big clear-out in Denburn Colin Morrison

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on
Wednesday 5.00pm for publication in Friday issue. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are
those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style.
Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2022: Editorial Team: Julie
Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon Baxter, Mary Butler. Phone contact
07391986293.
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