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Editorial Comment
Crail has had on the whole a very good summer – lots
of visitors, very good weather. But there has been one
unfortunate theme that has worried many people –
dangerous misbehaviour by young children. This has
gone beyond an acceptable or understandable level
(as illustrated by Police Scotland’s increase in
recorded crime in Crail) and has generated distress
and anxiety not only for the few people directly
affected, but for the community in general and
particularly the elderly and vulnerable. The Police
seem powerless to intervene and deter, social services
remain silent and appear unresponsive to community
concerns.
At the moment, we hear of events in a disconnected
and partial way; if as a community we are to address
problems like this, the starting point is better and
more accurate information about events. A suggestion
has been made to conduct a Crail Crime Survey to
systematically collect information about our current
situation, and also to provide a baseline against
which future change might be objectively measured.
Crime Surveys are a technique widely used by
criminologist to measure the incidence of actual crime
– in contrast to reported crime (crimes recorded by
the Police) which are consistently shown to
underestimate actual crime levels. Over the coming
weeks, Crail Matters will explore this option further.

CRAIL HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE
Please help us.
The Crail Hospital Car Service was
established 40 years ago to provide
door to door transport to hospital or
other medical facilities like doctor’s
or dental surgeries, opticians and so
on, for those in our community who need help getting to
appointments.
For this to work, we need to maintain a pool of volunteer
drivers who are prepared to give up a little of their time to
help their fellow residents. The Covid pandemic and its
effects have adversely affected our numbers, so we are now
in desperate need of new volunteers to help sustain this
worthwhile community service. Without your help we may
not be able to sustain this important and vital cause. If you
own a car and feel that you might be able to help, please
contact me as soon as possible to find out more.
Peter Salkeld
01333 451165
peterjsalkeld@gmail.com

Hotel at the end of the Dreel. Colin Morrison

Crail Pharmacy
Flu vaccines 2022
This year we will be
offering flu vaccines again
at Crail Pharmacy. This is
an NHS service- if you
require a private vaccine
please visit East Neuk
Pharmacy
or
Elie
Pharmacy.
If
you're
entitled to a free flu vaccine I'm happy to oblige and
it'll be done on a walk-in basis with no appointment
necessary. Patients are meant to use the core service
at vaccination hubs in the first instance and
pharmacies are not meant to promote their own
service so this post is purely for information!
Eligible patients will be invited to visit a local
healthcare hub for their flu vaccine on an
appointment basis and may also be offered a
COVID booster at the same time. Anyone attending
the Pharmacy for a flu vaccine will still need to
attend a hub for their COVID vaccine. Patients
should seek to get their flu vaccine at a healthcare
hub in the first instance but may opt to get it at a
pharmacy if it's more practical.

Public Open Day
Crail Community Partnership held a public open day last Saturday 15th in Crail Community Hall. 50 members of the
public were in attendance.
There were 3 presentations on current projects:
The first was an update on the renovation proposals for the tarmac areas at South Kilminning. A successful
crowdfunder has secured the last required funding. Work will get underway in the new year and should be completed
by spring 2024.
The second was reporting on the feasibility study that was commissioned to look at the design and business case to
convert the toilet block at Roome Bay to provide new toilets, small meeting area and a catering kiosk. Final views were
obtained and CCP Trustees will meet next month to discuss.
The third was reporting on a study to look at the future of Crail harbour from both a working harbour and leisure
viewpoint. CCP has undertaken to convene a user’s group that will consider and take forward suggestions and
recommendations.

This year National Baking Week falls between the 14th and 20th October.
Pyrex originally founded National Baking Week back in 2007 with other like-minded baking brands, with
the aim of encouraging people of all abilities to bake at home. Although Pyrex no longer run National
Baking Week, the day is as popular as ever and continues to run in the UK between the 14th- 20th October
each year. As there are lots of apples around at this time, we thought that we’d provide a quick and easy
recipe for you.
Bramley Apple Traybake
Ingredients
175g/6oz Butter - softened
215g/7½oz Caster Sugar
3 Large Eggs – at room temperature
275g/9 1/2oz Self Raising Flour
1 tsp Vanilla Extract
700g/ 1½lb Bramley Apples – peeled, cored and thinly sliced
3 tbs Demerara Sugar
1x 24cm/11in Cake Tin – buttered and lined with parchment paper
Method
Peel core and slice the apples thinly.
Put the flour, butter, sugar, eggs, and vanilla extract in the
mixing bowl of the mixer and beat for around 1 minute
until creamy.
Spread half the mixture into the bottom of the lined cake
tin.
Using half of the apples, place a lay on top and then
cover with the rest of the mixture. Add the remaining
apples and sprinkle with the Demerara sugar.
Cooking Times
Fan/Gas Oven – pre heat your oven to 180C/Gas Mk4
and cook for around 40/45 minutes.
Timings and temperatures are a guide as no 2 ovens are
the same and may need adjusted to suit the needs of your
own oven.
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Crail in Bloom
The days are really drawing in now and it is rather
autumnal. Time to sort the tubs and troughs in
preparation for next Spring. The Crail in Bloom
committee hope all have enjoyed the colourful blooms
this summer? A huge thanks to our volunteers who had
extra work keeping their tubs and troughs looking
good in the very dry, warm weather we all enjoyed
over summer. The tubs will be getting emptied over
the next few days and then replanted with Pansies later
in October.
The purchase of all the plants continues to be an
increasing expense so please support the Crail in
Bloom Coffee Morning which will be held in the
Legion hall, Nethergate on Saturday 12th November.
doors open as usual at 10.00a.m.

Crail Folk Club
We have an entertaining run in to Christmas starting this coming
Thursday (27th) with Dave Peabody & Regina Muidrich. Guitar
and violin duo with blues, swing and Regina's classical influence.
Some tickets left. Not to be missed
On 10th November we have our first Singers' Night for some time.
An opportunity for some of our aspiring performers to strut their
stuff. Also, an opportunity to listen to some great stuff for a mere
£2
On 24th November we have our last guest night of the year with
Kirsten Adamson accompanied by Jon MacKenzie. This looks like being a sell out to judge from current sales.
Finally, our Christmas Party is on 8th December. Tickets are free and only available to subscribers to this mailing list
until 22nd October when they are open to all. Reply to this e-mail if you'd like to come
All you need to know including some video clips and tickets to be had from www.crailfolkclub.org.uk
Picture of Dave and Regina on their last visit at the Town Hall (courtesy of Peter Salkeld).

3

Wild Crail
Will Cresswell, photos John Anderson
At this time of year I am hoping to fill in the last holes in my Crail year list. There are always dependable birds which,
for whatever reason, don’t get seen until late on. On the 13th I got the last regulars (apart from tawny owl): a brambling
flying over and calling at Kilminning and a juvenile grey plover on Balcomie Beach. I always expect to add bramblings
at this time of year (except when we have occasional “brambling winters” and we have passage birds staying on to join
the finch and bunting flocks in the stubbles). But grey plovers can turn up any time during the winter and they can make
it on to the list on January 1st some years. They are never common though and we might have zero to three wintering
along the shore between Kenly and Anstruther; some years one is resident at Balcomie. This year though they are in short
supply. When I was at the Eden last week I only counted a couple and they are usually common there. Keeping lists is
ultimately very useful to pick these sort of things up. I expect it is just a blip – some years have more of a species than
others – but keeping lists means that if it is not, then we will eventually definitely know.
The westerlies continued until mid week. Despite this there was some sea watching to be had, as long as you were
prepared to watch the horizon and make identifications on the barest minimum. On the 15th at Fife Ness I had a sooty
and manx shearwater, and a pomarine and Arctic skua. The next morning more Arctic skuas and a possible pomarine far
out, some straggling small flocks of barnacle geese, and quite unusual for the time of year – a goosander passing. All last
weekend smaller birds were coming in off the sea from Scandinavia. They have had to fly into the prevailing westerlies
which will have made their crossings tough. Big flocks of redwings, some blackbirds, my first fieldfare of the year and
lots of skylarks. The stubble fields at Wormiston were also full of skylarks although I didn’t find any Lapland buntings
this week.
Regardless of any rarities (and we finally have easterlies as I write this) the birds were good so far this week. I had my
first woodcock of the winter at Kilminning last Monday while I was fossicking around in the vegetation trying to count
how many trees that we planted last March have survived (401 alive versus 114 dead – 68% survival in my sample across
the whole site, which is pretty good considering the dry summer we had). Tuesday the 18th was a beautiful sunny and
still autumn day. I took a natural history class around the Wormiston Loop, Balcomie and Kilminning and we got 66 bird
species in four hours. Lots of mistle thrushes in – perhaps the most around Crail I have ever seen - and lots of redwings;
a few chiffchaffs at Kilminning; two grey plover on the beach at Balcomie. I got excited by an initially poorly seen
wheatear on the rooftops of Sauchope Caravan Park: the time of year and location making a rarer wheatear species more
likely. It eventually perched in full view and revealed itself just as a juvenile northern wheatear. But when you take new
birders out, every bird you find is special to at least one of the group, and this is catching. We found a family group of
corn buntings, a flock of barnacle geese, some unusually confiding teal, a juvenile puffin reasonably close in and were
treated to several attacks on redshanks by a juvenile male peregrine right in front of us as we had lunch on the beach. On
the 19th I stayed in mostly to free up time for later in the week (we have easterlies as I mentioned…) but had another
brambling over my head as I took the dog briefly down to Roome Bay and three late barn swallows feeding as fast they
could above the sycamores of Denburn.

Grey Plover

Redwing arrival

Northern
Wheatear
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In a reflective mood at Crail boating pond Colin Morrison

5

Pittenweem Community Library
announces autumn talks series

footage to show us the spectacular geology and coastline
of the East Neuk from the air.

Since opening in 2017 the library has become a hub of the
community run by a team of dedicated volunteers. Housed
in an architectural gem that was once part of the old Priory,
it offers a catalogue of thousands of titles for adults and
children, regularly restocked, as well as DVDs,
audiobooks, reference books and guides. There are
storytelling sessions for children, a home delivery service,
holiday crafts and cultural outings.
Autumn timetable
Following the success of the library’s spring talks, we have
a fascinating line-up of speakers this autumn.
Thursday 3 November
Professor Andrew Pettegree and Dr Arthur der
Weduwen, of the University of St Andrews School of
History, will take us through the history of the library from
clay tablets to the e-readers of today.
Thursday 17 November
Phil Taylor, head of policy and operations for the marine
conservation organisation Open Seas, discusses seafood,
sustainability and the future of Scotland’s seas.
Thursday 24 November
Ruth Robinson, formerly senior lecturer in earth sciences
at the University of St Andrews, will be using drone
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Thursday 1 December
James Runcie, novelist, television producer and
playwright, will be speaking to us about his life as a
writer, his love of Bach and his recently published
memoir.
Thursday 15 December
Derek Robertson, artist, author and television presenter,
tells us about his latest work, an art project exploring
nature through paintings, poetry and the Scots Gaelic
language.
The venue will be the Coastline Community Church, 21
Session Street, Pittenweem KY10 2QL. Doors open at
7pm and talks start 7.30. Tickets £6 (including tea, coffee
and biscuits) are on sale in the library, and can also be
reserved by emailing library@pittclic.org.uk
The fact that we attract such eminent guests – some with
local connections, some not – to give their time for free
speaks to the pull of the East Neuk. We are extremely
grateful to all of them, not least because their efforts help
to fund our library. The spring talks series, which ended
with a wonderful evening of prose, poetry and song from
Andrew Greig, raised £2000.

KINGSBARNS
EAGLE
Issue No 2, 21 October 2022

The Inn at Kingsbarns
At the meeting of the North East Fife Planning
Committee held 12 October, The Committee considered
a report by the Head of Planning Services relating to an
application for the change of use from owner's
accommodation (Class 7) to dwellinghouse (Class 9).
The Committee agreed to refuse the application.
The proposed development would result in the reduction
of hotel bedrooms from 3 to 2 and the proposed owners'
accommodation would be reduced from a 4-bedroom
area to a one bedroom studio space.
The application was refused:
1. In the interests of preventing detrimental impact on
the character and vitality of the Kingsbarns settlement
due to the erosion of an existing community facility. It
is considered that insufficient evidence and supporting
information was provided as part of the planning
application to demonstrate the proposal would not affect
the vitality and viability on an existing community
facility. The proposal is therefore considered to be
contrary to Policies 1 and 3 of the adopted FIFEplan
(2017).
2. In the interests of road safety; the proposal would not
provide sufficient parking space required for the
existing business and does not provide adequate turning
area required to enable vehicles to safely access and
egress the adjacent A917, all to the detriment of road
safety therefore the proposal would not comply with
Policies 1, 3 and 10 of the Adopted FIFEplan Local
Development Plan (2017).

Christmas
Bazaar
Kingsbarns Memorial Hall
Saturday 29 October
10am - Noon
Entry £3.00

CHAS Christmas Cards
Home Baking, Books
Crafts, Gifts, Raffle
Refreshments

CHAS (Children’s Hospices Across Scotland) Charity Register in Scotland SC019724

If you would like
to donate a box,
please collect a
leaflet from
Kingsbarns
Church or from
the bus stop
beside the church.
Shoeboxes should
be ready by 6th
November and
brought to the
church on
Thursday or
Sunday mornings
or to 8 Lady
Wynd
Missing since 6 October
Kingsbarns Post Office
Kingsbarns Post Office, Kingsbarns Memorial Hall Open
Monday 0930-1130

The 7 December 2022 has been confirmed for
lighting of the Christmas tree and the school
Christmas fair.
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Worship Resources
Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate North, Crail.
Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Sunday Mass changed from 8.45am to 9.00am
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate, Pittenweem
Holy Communion on Sundays at 1130. The church is open
every day. St John’s is now a drop off point for East Neuk
Food Bank in addition to those in Crail, Anstruther and
Elie.
Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem.
Our Sunday service and Sunday School is at 10.30am each
Sunday. All Welcome! Service also available online. http://
coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk For urgent pastoral
needs please contact 01333 312041
pastor_ccc@btinternet.com
Kilrenny Parish Church
Sunday services are at 9.45am each week. Services are
recorded, and are available on the church website, along
with additional information on events. Church Website:https://e-voice.org.uk/kilrenny/
Kingsbarns Parish Church,
All are welcome at this friendly village church. Sunday
services are at 10.00 am each week. For more information
please contact Rev. Wotherspoon,
07711706634,
wotherspoonrig@btinternet.com

Appeal for Friends from Crail Museum & Heritage
Centre
Crail Museum is currently undertaking 2 major projects,
namely the installation of new computer software to
enable the Museum’s collection to be digitised, and in
order to facilitate this, the refurbishment of the office
space within the Museum.
In order to achieve the above projects, as well as an
urgent need to expand the Museum archive storage, we
are in need of financial support. The Museum is a
registered charity, and we rely on funding from grants
etc. However, one way you could help is by becoming a
Friend of the Museum .
Becoming a “Friend” of the Museum, means giving a
donation on joining and each Spring thereafter. By doing
so you would be helping to ensure the continuation of an
important part of Crail life and its history, receive an
invitation to a reception, be entitled to a preview of new
exhibitions and receive biannual newsletters.
Please help Crail Museum and become a “Friend”. For
further details, contact Peigi Muir at
volunteers.crailmuseum@gmail.com or by phoning
the Museum on 01333 450869, or just by popping into
the Museum for further information. Opening times at
the moment are Thursday to Saturday 11am to 4pm.

Crail Parish Church
Our interim moderator is now Revd. Nigel Robb who
acted in that role before. Our Locum, in the absence
of our minister due to illness, is the Revd. Scott
Burton who can be contacted at 07776 212726. This
is a part time position.
Services
23rd October – Revd. Scott Burton
30th October – Revd. Scott Burton - Holy Communion
Time of Services. Please note that throughout 2022
the service in Crail will be at 11.30 a.m. All welcome.
Contact crailchurchsessionclerk@gmail.com
Messy Church – Blythswood Care – Shoe Box Appeal.
Messy Church are collecting items for the 2022 shoebox
appeal. They are looking for small items such as
toiletries, hats, scarves, gloves, stationery, small toys.
The Messy Church are collecting items for the 2022
shoebox appeal. They are looking for small items such
as toiletries, hats, scarves, gloves, stationery, small toys.
The plan is to fill the boxes at their next meeting on
Wednesday 26th October. If you would like to donate,
please bring items to church on either the 16th or 23rd
October or phone Mandy Guthrie (450393) to arrange
collection. Shoeboxes would also be welcome.
Filled boxes can also be handed in at the service on 30th
October. Information leaflets are available at the church
door, or visit Blythswood Care’s website
www.shoeboxappeal.org
The boxes will be sent out to Kosovo.

Exercise Class for the Elderly
Anstruther Upper Town Hall, Thursday mornings at
10am
We welcome new men and women over the age of 70.
Anyone is welcome to come along the first time and
watch. Classes will resume 8 September.
Contact Val 01333340336 or
Email: valeryjamieson@btinternet.com

Chatbite – Wednesday mornings at 10.00 a.m. All
welcome. Cost £2.50.

Mobile Bank - Marketgate Crail
Thursday 1100-113

Prayer Group – Meets on Thursday mornings at 10.15
a.m. at St Ayle Anstruther. Please note the new time for
meeting. All welcome.

Mobile Library - Marketgate Crail
10:00 - 11:00
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NEW 12 week SEASON
from Monday 29 August 7.30pm
Enjoy popular songs from the past 100 years.
…everyone welcome… see you there!
Rehearsals
Monday at 7.30pm
Winter Session 2022

Autumn

24th OCTOBER Crail Community Hall
31st OCTOBER Crail Community Hall
7th November Crail Community Hall
14th November Crail Community Hall
21st November Crail Community Hall
28th November Concert 1st December

A rare opportunity!!
We understand the Crail Seagull has arranged
for a limited edition mug to be produced priced
at £10 each. These will be available from Crail
Matters - write to: crailmatters@gmail.com
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Outstanding Music Highlights
Make sure you book your tickets now!

Mobile Post Office - High Street
South
Monday 1400-1545, Tuesday 1400-1545,
Wednesday 1400-1545

Saturday, 22 October 2022 , 8 pm
Elsa Jean McTaggart – ‘Eva Cassidy: The Story'
https://scotlandontour.com/product/elsa-jean-mctaggart-eva-cassidy-the-story/
Eva Cassidy: an icon of acoustic music. Wistful and emotional vocals, beautiful guitar
accompaniment, Eva Cassidy had the power to move audiences through her interpretation of wellknown songs. Inspired by her favourite artist, award-winning musician Elsa Jean McTaggart brings
‘Eva Cassidy: The Story’ to Crail.

Saturday, 12 November 2022, 8 pm
Dean Owens and The Sinners

BADMINTON
Calling all badminton players!
Badminton restarted on Tuesday 27
September at 7pm in the Community
Hall, and continues.
We are a very friendly group and
welcome new players.
Come along and give it a go.
Any queries: Tel. Anne 07769156003

https://scotlandontour.com/product/dean-owens-and-the-sinners-crail/
This is a rare opportunity to see award winning Scottish troubadour Dean Owens in the East Neuk
of Fife, playing songs from his much anticipated new album – Sinner’s Shrine – out in 2022, and a
special band to showcase it.

Sunday, 13 November 2022, 3 pm
Tommy Smith - Iconic Jazz Saxophone
https://scotlandontour.com/product/tommy-smith-crail/
Smith’s solo saxophone concerts feature entirely acoustic performances of spontaneously chosen
melodies drawn from the jazz, folk, classical and praise song traditions and highlight his wonderful
tone reproduction and consummate improvising capabilities in an intimate conversation with the
audience.

We look forward to seeing you at Crail Community Hall!
https://www.crailcommunityhall.co.uk/

Bin Collection
You can find your bin collection
arrangements for your address by
consulting the web site https://
www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar
26 October Brown and Blue bin
2 November Grey bin
9 November Brown and Blue bin
16 November Green bin
23 November Brown and Blue bin
30 November Grey bin
7 December Blue bin
14 December Green bin

Memory sharing sessions to start in Pittenweem
As the days shorten, a warm welcome and a cosy chat would be something to look forward to. Always in the moment,
Pittenweem Community Library is starting a Reminiscence Group this autumn. It will be a chance for people to get
together in the library, to share memories of the past, whether personal or collective reminiscences. On some days there
will be a topic to get things going, or a short talk as inspiration. But the real point is to gather for an informal blether
over tea and biscuits in a friendly space.
Since it opened in 2017 the library has come up with many brilliant ideas as ways to bring people together. As well as
the fabulous talks series (see page 3), there’s a weekly Scrabble club, as well as Bookbug and holiday crafts sessions

for the kids. Or if you can’t get out and about so much, the Books on Wheels delivery service will bike your chosen
titles to you.
Because the library is completely independent, it chooses its own book stock based on what people actually borrow.
And thanks to a fantastic participation rate – 535 members so far from Pittenweem and the wider East Neuk, £2000
raised by the spring talks series – the organisers can restock regularly to ensure there’s something for everyone.
The Reminiscence Group takes place on the last Tuesday of each month, starting on 25 October. If you’d like to take
part, to share your stories with your neighbours or just to listen in, you can contact organiser Ann Anderson via
library@pittclic.org.uk, or drop by the library in Pittenweem’s Old Town Hall in Cove Wynd. Or simply visit to enjoy a
friendly hello and a fantastic range of books, audiobooks and DVDs – all free!
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Gowfers neart na gaoithe Colin Morrison
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council
Contact: crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com
for further information
The next Community Council meeting will be held 7.15pm 31st October in The Town Hall

Re vandalism and anti-social behaviour in Crail
The Community Council wish to emphasise that the appropriate response in the event of an incident
however small involving you, or a neighbour, is to immediately call Police Scotland and report the
incident - phone 101 or 999 in an emergency.

The Crail Seagull has its eye on you
СЛАВА УКРАЇНІ ! / GLORY TO UKRAINE !
For some time now, I’ve been aware of a ‘City of Lights’ off
Fluke Dub, I must confess, lights bother me as it’s usually pitch
black out here at night.
Well, thank you Mr. Colin Morrison, I now know exactly what
they are – Scotland’s version of the ‘Gilet Jaune’! They are vast,
and there’s more to come too – these are the legs (or jackets) that
will form the bases for the wind turbines. I am not a fan; I really
worry about my wee puffin pals.

I was having a dander along Marketgate the other day, just admiring the view, watching a dog poo (inevitable I suppose)
and I heard the Town Hall clock striking. Ah, thought I, time to nip to the chippie and see if there’s anything to eat. In
passing, had a look at the clock, and saw it was a totally different time from the striking. Being a bird of little brain, I
immediately began to wonder which was the right time - the clock striking time, or the clock face time. So….. I stopped
on the roof of the old bank building, and had a think…. and another think … and waited, and it did it again!! You can see
my dilemma - what’s the right time? And I’m hungry.

Tropical beaches on our doorstep (well, global warming will help with the tropical bit) Colin Morrison
Crail Matters will include in its regular issues an occasional issue of the Kingsbarns Eagle. We
invite residents of Kingsbarns to contribute material (comment, pictures, news items, etc.).
Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on
Wednesday 5.00pm for publication in Friday issue. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are
those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style.
Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2022: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton,
Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon Baxter, Mary Butler. Phone contact 07391986293.
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