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Cathreen Miller
It is with sadness we announce the death of Cathreen
Miller, formally of Pinkerton Road, Crail, on 23rd
September at Dounemount Care Home, MacDuff.
Cathreen stayed in Crail for around 30 years with her
husband Geoffrey who passed 10 years ago. She will
probably be best remembered for her work on the
Welfare Committee where she was chair for many years
and for her volunteering at the Museum.
Following a fall outside the butchers in April last year
Cathreen was no longer able to fend for herself firstly
moving in with her family and later into a care home
where she was well looked after. She will be very much
missed. Cathreen will be interred in Crail at a later date.

Frances Murray
A commemorative gathering to
celebrate the life of the late
Frances Murray will take
place on the 18th October 3-5
pm at the Kirk Hall, Marketgate.
Frances’ family and friends
would like to invite those who
knew Frances to join. To enable
planning for catering purposes,
please let us know if you are
planning to attend by
phoning 01333-450082 (call guardian on the line) or
emailing fifeness@gmail.com by Wednesday
12th October.

CRAIL HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE
Please help us.
The Crail Hospital Car Service was established 40 years ago to provide door to door transport to
hospital or other medical facilities like doctor’s or dental surgeries, opticians and so on, for those in
our community who need help getting to appointments.
For this to work, we need to maintain a pool of volunteer drivers who are prepared to give up a little of their time to
help their fellow residents. The Covid pandemic and its effects have adversely affected our numbers, so we are now in
desperate need of new volunteers to help sustain this worthwhile community service. Without your help we may not be
able to sustain this important and vital cause. If you own a car and feel that you might be able to help, please contact
me as soon as possible to find out more.
Peter Salkeld
01333 451165
peterjsalkeld@gml.com

Crail Pharmacy Flu vaccines 2022
This year we will be offering flu vaccines again at Crail Pharmacy. This is an NHS
service- if you require a private vaccine please visit East Neuk Pharmacy or Elie
Pharmacy. If you're entitled to a free flu vaccine I'm happy to oblige and it'll be
done on a walk-in basis with no appointment necessary. Patients are meant to use
the core service at vaccination hubs in the first instance and pharmacies are not
meant to promote their own service so this post is purely for information!
Eligible patients will be invited to visit a local healthcare hub for their flu vaccine
on an appointment basis and may also be offered a COVID booster at the same
time. Anyone attending the Pharmacy for a flu vaccine will still need to attend a hub for their COVID
vaccine. Patients should seek to get their flu vaccine at a healthcare hub in the first instance but may opt to
get it at a pharmacy if it's more practical for them.

Crail Pharmacy will be closed afternoon 3 October

Occasional house/dog sitter required
We are newly arrived as permanent residents in
Crail. We urgently need an occasional
house/dog sitter to look after a small central
cottage in Crail (with garden) and three small
terriers. If interested please contact Sarah on
07443658090.
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Reserve the date!
Elaine Lennon – The Homebird Sessions
with Special Guest Jesse Terry
at Crail Community Hall
1 October 2022 – 8 pm
As part of Scotland on Tour’s initiative to bring artists and
venues together, Crail Community Hall has secured seven
concerts to take place between September 2022 and
March 2023. The second one of the series brings Elaine
Lennon with her ‘Homebird Sessions and Special Guest’
to Crail.

The Sessions now have their own Bandcamp Page and
Youtube Channel where collaborative guest projects are
released, the first of which was THE LIGHT in December
2021, a collaboration between Lennon, Yvonne Lyon and
Adriana Spina. Not only was it the brand’s first release, it
was also the first time a song had ever been specifically
written, recorded, released and performed live at a TEDx
Official event and formed part of their TEDx Talk.
Receiving high critical acclaim the Show now has a
hybrid model of live on-line and in-person shows offered
to Festivals, Musical Theatre & Arts Venues with
Cumbernauld Theatre Trust at their Lanternhouse venue
being the first to add it to their musical programme.

A must for music fans and writers everywhere – relaxed,
warming and welcoming. THE HERALD
Lennon has created a wonderful format for sharing songs
and how they come into being. I was flattered to be asked
to take part in such an enjoyable and original show.
Brilliant! BOO HEWERDINE

As a young artist, Terry would fit right in with the
songwriters of the 1960s and ’70s. Listening to his music,
it’s easy to imagine hearing his songs on the radio in
between cuts by Bob Dylan, James Taylor, Jackson
Browne and Joni Mitchell - Jay Smith - Pollstar.com
The stage had been Jesse's home for a decade. He plays
around 150 shows a year, from Bonnaroo to the
Philadelphia Folk Festival, the 30A Songwriters Festival
to AmericanaFest. When the pandemic canceled concerts
and delayed the album's release, he pivoted to performing
online and found a strong new connection to his fans, who
had helped fund his albums all along. "My musical tribe
has always been there for me," he says with gratitude.

Lennon created the online version of the Show at the start
of the lockdown in 2020 as a way of maintaining contact
with her fans.
The Show’s intention is to create an intimate and
welcoming space for Lennon and her guests to connect
with audiences as they take turns to perform acoustic
versions of their songs, sharing stories behind them
alongside gems of wisdom from their musical journeys.
With her warm and informal interview style (which
includes an audience interactive Q&A), Lennon’s overall
ethos of nurturing and building the song-writing
community has not only attracted an audience of music
lovers and fellow artists alike, but has also lead to an
impressive international line-up of talented song-writer
guests wanting to take part and earned Lennon a
nomination for the 2021 UK AMA ‘Hero’ award
(Americana Music Association) for her work in the songwriting community.

Listen here: https://www.elainelennon.com/video and
http://www.jesseterrymusic.com
Tickets £14, BYOB
Pre-booking required through https://
scotlandontour.com/product/elaine-lennon-thehomebird-sessions/ or have a look at https://
www.crailcommunityhall.co.uk/post/elaine-lennon-thehomebird-sessions-with-special-guest
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No Wild Crail this week

Help Hibernating Hedgehogs

Hedgehogs are one of the few mammals that are true hibernators. During hibernation hedgehogs are not really asleep,
instead they drop their body temperature to match their surroundings and enter a state of torpor. This allows them to
save a lot of energy but slows down all other bodily functions making normal activity impossible.
Those hedgehogs visiting your garden over the next month will be trying to get as much body fat built up as possible
so that they can be ready to hibernate, so please do keep providing food until you start to notice that the food stops
being taken, or gradually less and less is eaten – then you can gradually stop putting food out altogether.
If you are ever worried about the health or welfare of a hedgehog, please call the British Hedgehog Preservation
Society on 01584 890801 and they will be able to give you advice, and put you in touch with a local rescue centre if
necessary.
Pied Flycatcher
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Pittenweem Community Craft Group
raised over £2000 during the Pittenweem
Arts Festival. Half of the money raised
was donated to the Ukraine Disaster
Fund, the other half to the Kilminning
rewilding project. Pictured are members
of the group presenting a cheque for over
£1000 to Will Cresswell who accepted
the donation on behalf of Crail
Community Partnership.

As of 28 September The South Kilminning Rewilding Project
Crowdfunding Appeal stands at:
14 days to go.

Recycling Crail Survey
To participate in this survey please print out the following and complete.
Please ✔ the answer you agree with. When finished please hand into the collection point at Crail Pharmacy.
Question 1. Do you think it is important that Crail has public recycling bins?
{ } Yes - to all types of recycling using multiple bins - that would be paper, plastics, containers and landfill which
would mean removing existing landfill bins
{ } Yes - but limited to paper, plastics and containers using fewer bins - no landfill bins (leave existing bins in current
locations)
{ } Yes - but only to container bearing revenue to support Crail activities
{ } No- leave Crail as it is-why change
{ } None of the above
Question 2. Do you support the installation and maintenance of recycling bins in public areas within the
boundaries of Crail?
{ } Yes - I want to support RecyclingCrail - happy to give moral support
{ } Yes - I want to support RecyclingCrail - and to give active support where possible
{ } No-do not wish to support
{ } None of the above version
Question 3. Do you feel that the Crail Community should be active in this area?
{ } Yes - everybody needs to encourage recycling with both residents and visitors.
{ } No - this is the responsibility of Fife Council. I pay for these services in my Rates.
{ } None of the above
Question 4. Do you feel that creating a community initiative and using the revenue from the container deposit
scheme is the right way forward for Crail residents?
{ }Yes{ }No
Question 5. The Fife Coastal Path runs through Crail, it brings significant numbers of visitors to Crail. Do you
think recycling bins should be available for anybody using the Path?
{ }Yes{ }No
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Worship Resources
Crail Folk Club
Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate North, Crail.
Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Sunday Mass changed from 8.45am to 9.00am
St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate, Pittenweem
2 October Harvest festival at 1130

Our guest on 13th October is
the highly entertaining Colum
Sands. A second visit to the
club for this genial Irishman
with songs and humour to
entertain all:

Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem. Our Sunday
service and Sunday School is at 10.30am each Sunday. All
Welcome! Service also available online. http://
coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk For urgent pastoral
needs please contact 01333 312041
pastor_ccc@btinternet.com

Colum Sands has performed
in over thirty countries around
the world, confirming the
universal appeal for the songs
and stories with which he
observes the minute and often humorous details of life.

Kilrenny Parish Church
Sunday services are at 9.45am each week. Services are
recorded, and are available on the church website, along
with additional information on events. Church Website:https://e-voice.org.uk/kilrenny/

A member of the internationally renowned Sands
Family from County Down, Colum established his
reputation as a songwriter with the release of his first
solo album, Unapproved Road in 1981. Songs
like Whatever you say, say nothing, and Almost every
Circumstance were soon in the repertoire of artists from
Billy Connolly to Maddy Prior and June Tabor.

Kingsbarns Parish Church, All are welcome at this
friendly village church. Sunday services are at 10.00 am
each week. For more information please contact Rev.
Wotherspoon,
07711706634,
wotherspoonrig@btinternet.com

Tickets and full details can be had
from www.crailfolkclub.org.uk

Crail Parish Church Intimations
Our interim moderator is now Revd. Nigel Robb who
Our interim moderator is now Revd. Nigel Robb who
acted in that role before. Our Locum, in the absence of
our minister due to illness, is the Revd. Scott Burton
who can be contacted at 07776 212726. This is a part
time position.
Services
2nd October - Revd. Scott Burton
Harvest Thanksgiving Service - this service will take place
on Sunday 2nd October. Donations of dried food, tinned food
and toiletries will be gratefully received and passed to the
East Neuk Food Bank. The church will be open on Saturday
1st October between 10.00 and 12.00 p.m. and 2.00-4.00
p.m.to receive donations. Alternatively donations can also
be made prior to the service on the Sunday.

Bin Collection
You can find your bin collection arrangements for your
address by consulting the web site https://www.fife.gov.uk/
services/bin-calendar
5 October Grey bin
12 October Brown and Blue bin
10 October Green bin
26 October Brown and Blue bin

Mobile Post Office - High Street South
Monday 1400-1545, Tuesday 1400-1545, Wednesday
1400-1545

Time of Services. Please note that throughout 2022 the
service in Crail will be at 11.30 a.m.
All welcome. Contact:
crailchurchsessionclerk@gmail.com.

Exercise Class for the Elderly

Crail Guild. The first meeting of the new session will be
held on Thursday 6th October at 2.30 p.m. in the Kirk Hall.
The speaker will be Anne Roodt who will give a talk on
Iceland. All welcome.

Anstruther Upper Town Hall, Thursday mornings at
10am
We welcome new men and women over the age of 70.
Anyone is welcome to come along the first time and
watch. Classes will resume 8 September.
Contact Val 01333340336 or
Email: valeryjamieson@btinternet.com

BADMINTON
Calling all badminton players!
Badminton restarted on Tuesday 27 September at
7pm in the Community Hall, and continues.

Mobile Bank - Marketgate Crail
Thursday 1100-1130

We are a very friendly group and welcome new
players.
Come along and give it a go.

Mobile Library - Marketgate Crail
10:00 - 11:00
22 September

Any queries: Tel. Anne 07769156003
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Gas boiler in Crail Community Hall
The gas boiler in Crail Community Hall needs immediate replacement, being 20+ years old. Replacement will result in
at least a 30% improvement in energy efficiency. The cost is estimated to be £25,000; 4 companies have been asked to
submit tender bids.
Alternate modern solutions such as heat pumps are unsuitable as the building would need to be well insulated first.
Wood pellets would require handling and storage spaces, which are not available.
We will continue to look at further energy efficiencies (e.g. insulation, solar panels) but the urgent need is a reliable and
efficient main heating system.
Fife Environment Trust (FET - the landfill fund) will provide funding (given a satisfactory application process) but
would like to know that there is community support for this. Crail Community Council supports the initiative.
Can you please show your support or otherwise so that we can respond to FET’s question by following this link and
completing the form? https://forms.gle/WwH6aDUZewgyAKe37
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NEW 12 week SEASON
from Monday 29 August 7.30pm
Enjoy popular songs from the past 100 years.
…everyone welcome… see you there!
Rehearsals
Monday at 7.30pm
Winter Session 2022

Autumn

3rd OCTOBER
Crail Community Hall
24th OCTOBER Crail Community Hall
31st OCTOBER Crail Community Hall
7th November Crail Community Hall
14th November Crail Community Hall
21st November Crail Community Hall
28th November Concert 1st December

CRAIL RAINBOWS & BROWNIES
Mondays 5.30-6.45pm. Legion Hall.
for girls aged 5 - 9
Crafts, games, badges, baking etc
“come along and try it”
A rare opportunity!!
We understand the Crail Seagull has arranged
for a limited edition mug to be produced priced
at £10 each. These will be available from Crail
Matters - write to: crailmatters@gmail.com
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Christine Bovill
Christine Bovill, a Crail favourite, returns to entertain us on 8 October. Originally scheduled by Crail Festival for
October 2021, the performance had to be cancelled at the last minute in light of a Covid related incident. The Society is
hence delighted to have been able to rearrange the concert a year later.
Christine has built a formidable reputation as a performer, chanteuse and writer.
(christinebovill.com.) She has enjoyed great success at previous Crail Festivals with
her hugely popular "Piaf" and "Paris" performances, of which the accompanying
photo conjures vivid memories. This show, new to Crail, centres on "The Roaring
20s". It launched at the Edinburgh Fringe in 2019 and dips into the repertoire of
some of the greats of that remarkable age, like Irving Berlin, George and Ira
Gershwin, Jerome Kern, Duke Ellington, Richard Rogers, and Cole Porter. A
number of their fabulous, memorable songs like “Puttin’ on the Ritz”, “I Can’t
Believe that You’re in Love with Me”, “Blue Skies”, “I Get a Kick Out of You”,
“Let’s Do it, Let’s Fall in Love”, “The Man I Love” and “Embraceable You” effectively
launched the "Great American Songbook". Christine's powerful, inimitable interpretative style captures the heart
and soul of these timeless songs, etched in the memory from a very troubled period in the world spanning the end of
World War 1 to the Great Depression. A stellar performance is anticipated and the tickets, available through our website
crailfestival.org, are selling well! We look forward to a great evening – join us, you won’t be sorry you did.

Three seasons in one round. Colin Morrison
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About The Speaker
Andrew
Stewart
Jamieson
is
an
internationally acclaimed expert in the fields
of Calligraphy, Heraldic Art and Manuscript
Illumination with over 38 years experience.
His interest in art goes back to his childhood
when he spent many hours drawing and
painting castles, dragons, damsels and
knights in armour and this fascination with
myths, stories, colours and form continues in
his work today.
Andrew graduated from Reigate School of
Art with a first class honours diploma in
Heraldry, Calligraphy and Illumination,
having achieved one of the highest marks in
the history of the course. He has worked as a
freelance Heraldic Artist for the College of
Arms in London, working for various
Heralds, Pursuivants and Kings of Arms. In
2011 he was invited to become a Scribe and
Illuminator for Her Majesty’s Crown Office at
the House of Lords, writing and illuminating
Vellum Letters Patent issued under the Great
Seal of The Realm. A founding member of the
Society of Heraldic Arts in Dorset he has also
taught various summer school courses in
England. He has even taught the king of
Swaziland hand writing when he attended
Kings
School,
Sherbourne. Andrew
specialises in creating fine hand painted
personalised Coats of Arms and Illuminated
Manuscripts for individuals, families and
corporate needs.

Appeal for Friends from Crail Museum &
Heritage Centre
Crail Museum is currently undertaking 2 major
projects, namely the installation of new computer
software to enable the Museum’s collection to be
digitised, and in order to facilitate this, the
refurbishment of the office space within the
Museum.
In order to achieve the above projects, as well as an
urgent need to expand the Museum archive storage,
we are in need of financial support. The Museum is
a registered charity, and we rely on funding from
grants etc. However, one way you could help is by
becoming a Friend of the Museum .
Becoming a “Friend” of the Museum, means giving
a donation on joining and each Spring thereafter. By
doing so you would be helping to ensure the
continuation of an important part of Crail life and
its history, receive an invitation to a reception, be
entitled to a preview of new exhibitions and receive
biannual newsletters.
Please help Crail Museum and become a
“Friend”. For further details, contact Peigi Muir
at
volunteers.crailmuseum@gmail.com or by
phoning the Museum on 01333 450869, or just by
popping into the Museum for further information.
Opening times at the moment are Thursday to
Saturday 11am to 4pm.

Geometry Colin Morrison
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Why Are Black Cats Considered Unlucky?
Everyone knows that when a black cat
crosses your path bad luck is sure to follow.
But how did black cats get such a dark
reputation? Is it simply due to the colour of
their coat, or something more sinister?
Thousands of years ago, cats of all colours
enjoyed the good life in ancient Egypt,
where killing a cat came with a swift death
sentence. A few millennia later, pagan
customs and traditions were being
overthrown by Christianity, which was
spreading throughout Europe. This included
vilifying any related to the pagan religion,
such as the Roman goddess Diana, as well
as the cat, which was a symbolism of
paganism, witchcraft and goddesses.
In 1233 C.E., Pope Gregory IX put the final
nail in the black cat coffin when he declared
black cats to be an incarnation of the devil
himself. Eager to prove their devotion,
Christians began to round up black cats and
burn them alive at village festivals to punish
them for their devilish ways. It got so bad that by the 14th century, cats were nearly extinct in some parts
of Europe.
Over the next few centuries, the idea that black cats were in league with the devil naturally led to a link
between black cats and witches. Black cats, according to superstition, were believed to be witches in
disguise. Others claimed that a black cat could even become a witch after serving as a witch's familiar for
seven years. By the time of the famous Salem witch trials of the 16th and 17th centuries, simply owning
a black cat was enough to get a "witch" condemned to death [source: Associated Press].
Ironically, the black cat superstition lingers to this day, and the only one that it brings bad luck to is the
black cats themselves. According to the ASPCA, black cats are admitted to shelters and rescues more than
any other colour. But they're actually also adopted more. While these spooky kitties make up the majority
of cats in the facilities, they also account for a large number being adopted.
But it's not all great news. Because so many black cats wind up in shelters, more do end up
euthanized in the long run. While we can't say for sure, the myths surrounding black cats and
bad luck could potentially play a role why so many of them land in shelters. And come on, we
know these sweet kitties are not really witches, right?
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council
Contact: crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com
for further information
The next Community Council meeting will be held 7.15pm 31st October in The Town Hall

Re vandalism and anti-social behaviour in Crail
The Community Council wish to emphasise that the appropriate response in the event of an incident
however small involving you, or a neighbour, is to immediately call Police Scotland and report the
incident - phone 101 or 999 in an emergency.
Children’s Hearings Scotland is looking for a diverse range of enthusiastic people to join the team as Panel Members.
We offer a great training and development programme alongside a very supportive and experience team. If you are
over 18 and want to make a difference in your local community and put your empathy, compassion, and listening
abilities to great use, then apply today! Applications for new Panel Members open on 01 September to midnight 6th
October 2022 and you can apply by going online to: https://chscotland.gov.uk/
The proposed application from Crail Primary School nursery for common good funding for a play slide, could not
proceed at the last Community Council meeting, as they are not a registered body. Crail community partnership will
help progress alternative funding.
The meeting was informed that the crabbing pool/boating pond/paddling pool needs some repair to the concrete
retaining wall and drainage channel as the former is crumbling and the latter getting deeper and deeper leading to there
being very little water retained in the pool at low tide. This needs more than a DIY repair but it is unclear whether this
comes under Fife Coast and Countryside or another body. Being below high tide level it may come under Crown
Estates – which in Scotland is now administered separately but there is some uncertainty. On this subject it was noted
that the winner of the crabbing competition during the festival caught 70 crabs in a single hour! So the pool is
definitely a wild life resource also.
It was reported that Stagecoach will continue with their proposed alterations to 95 timetable despite public outcry,
especially on the removal of the early morning service.

The Crail Seagull has its eye on you
СЛАВА УКРАЇНІ ! / GLORY TO UKRAINE !

Thank goodness I haven’t got a
mortgage on Fluke Dub. Heaven alone knows what I would
have to pay now; I also don’t have gas or electric, so no
problems there. Where will it all end?
See the Commnity Council is getting concerned about the old
padling pool. Many a happy time I’ve spend fishing about in
there for food left behind. And there’s always lots of rubbish
there to root through. Not always very nice for children playing
there I do agree, but a nice spot. Not so nice is the amount of dog
poo left around on the coastal path and in Roome Bay. That
really is a danger for children.
Happily it’s not a Seagull causing this accident!!

Crail Matters will include in its regular issues an occasional issue of the Kingsbarns Eagle. We invite
residents of Kingsbarns to contribute material (comment, pictures, news items, etc.).

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on
Wednesday 5.00pm for publication in Friday issue. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are
those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style.
Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2022: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton,
Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon Baxter, Mary Butler. Phone contact 07391986293.
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