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Fife Council Short Term Lets Policy
All short-term let properties require a licence to
increase the probability that they are safe and the
people providing them are fit and proper, under
legislation approved by the Scottish Parliament. Local
authorities are required to establish a short-term let
licensing scheme by 1st October 2022, and existing
hosts and operators will have until 1st April 2023 to
apply for a licence. The legislation was developed in
response to concerns raised by residents and
communities about the impact of short-term let
properties on their local communities, including noise,
antisocial behaviour, and the impact on the supply of
housing in some areas. The licensing scheme will
allow local authorities and communities to take action
to manage issues more effectively, without unduly

curtailing the many benefits of short- term lets to hosts,
visitors and the economy.
If you are providing anyone with residential
accommodation anywhere in Scotland, then you might be
providing short-term lets. It may be rooms in your home, a
whole house or something more unusual like a yurt or a
treehouse. New hosts need a licence and may not take
booking or receive guests until the licence is granted.
Existing hosts have until 1 April 2023 to apply. On or after
1st October 2022, it is a criminal offence for any person to
continue to operate after their licence application has been
determined and refused.
For further information see https://www.fife.gov.uk/
__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/410618/FC-Short-term-LetPolicy-01.10.22.pdf

CRAIL HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE
Please help us.
The Crail Hospital Car Service was established 40 years ago to provide door to door transport to
hospital or other medical facilities like doctor’s or dental surgeries, opticians and so on, for those in
our community who need help getting to appointments.
For this to work, we need to maintain a pool of volunteer drivers who are prepared to give up a little of their time to
help their fellow residents. The Covid pandemic and its effects have adversely affected our numbers, so we are now in
desperate need of new volunteers to help sustain this worthwhile community service. Without your help we may not be
able to sustain this important and vital cause. If you own a car and feel that you might be able to help, please contact
me as soon as possible to find out more.
Peter Salkeld
01333 451165
peterjsalkeld@gmail.com

Crail Pharmacy Flu vaccines 2022
This year we will be offering flu vaccines again at Crail Pharmacy. This is an NHS
service- if you require a private vaccine please visit East Neuk Pharmacy or Elie
Pharmacy. If you're entitled to a free flu vaccine I'm happy to oblige and it'll be
done on a walk-in basis with no appointment necessary. Patients are meant to use
the core service at vaccination hubs in the first instance and pharmacies are not
meant to promote their own service so this post is purely for information!
Eligible patients will be invited to visit a local healthcare hub for their flu vaccine
on an appointment basis and may also be offered a COVID booster at the same
time. Anyone attending the Pharmacy for a flu vaccine will still need to attend a hub for their COVID
vaccine. Patients should seek to get their flu vaccine at a healthcare hub in the first instance but may opt to
get it at a pharmacy if it's more practical for them.

Temporary Road
Closure A917 Boarhills
to Pitmilly
WHERE? A917 from jct. U059
Boarhills access road to East
Lodge, Pitmilly.
The alternative route for
vehicular traffic is via
A917, B9171 Ribbonfield, B940
Drumrack and B9131. - see
map.
Access for emergency services
will be maintained. Pedestrian
access is unaffected.
WHEN? Monday 17/10/22 at
07.30hrs to Friday 10/11/22 at
16.00hrs, or until earlier
completion of the works.
WHY? To allow carriageway
resurfacing works to be carried
out in safety.
WHO? Fife Council Roads &
Transportation Services is
responsible for these works and
can be contacted as follows:
Contact Tel. No: mergency/ Out
of Hours:
www.fife.gov.uk/notices
03451 555555 ext. 444623
03451 550099

Firework Safety
Fireworks and bonfires can be very distressing and dangerous for many people and animals
across the country. This November will be the first time in two years that there have been no
restrictions on large gatherings during bonfire night so we are asking the public to
#BeSafeBeKindBeSmart around fireworks.
We have once again taken a multi-agency approach to work in partnership to deliver one clear
message to everyone in Scotland. Please consider #FireworkSafety.
It is illegal for the general public to set fireworks off before 6pm and after 11pm in the
evening. This extends to midnight on 5 November and 1am on New Year's Eve, Chinese New
Year and Diwali.
Young people are more likely to be the victim of an accident or injured in the use of fireworks
and around bonfires. If you responsible for the wellbeing of a young person in Scotland,
please support #FireworkSafety and help us inform young people of the dangers and keep them safe from harm.
We need young people and their families to:
Be Safe
Follow the fireworks code here.
You can enjoy fireworks safely by only attending organised public displays.
Be Kind
Be mindful of the negative effect firework misuse can have on those around you, your neighbours, your community,
animals in the area and the environment.
Find advice specific to animals here.
Respect and support those who are there to help you like the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service, Police Scotland and the
NHS.
Be Smart
If it feels wrong or dangerous, walk away.
Know what to do if someone gets hurt or you see something that worries you.
You can report fireworks misuse or deliberate fire raising to Police Scotland by calling 101 or if you’re 11+ you can
#BeFearless in speaking up about WHO is responsible for crime 100% anonymously at Fearless.org.
In an emergency ALWAYS dial 999.
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Occasional house/dog sitter required
We are newly arrived as permanent residents in
Crail. We urgently need an occasional house/dog
sitter to look after a small central cottage in Crail
(with garden) and three small terriers. If interested
please contact Sarah on 07443658090.

Crail in Bloom
The days are really drawing in now and it is rather
autumnal. Time to sort the tubs and troughs in
preparation for next Spring. The Crail in Bloom
committee hope all have enjoyed the colourful
blooms this summer? A huge thanks to our
volunteers who had extra work keeping their tubs
and troughs looking good in the very dry, warm
weather we all enjoyed over summer. The tubs
will be getting emptied over the next few days and
then replanted with Pansies later in October.
The purchase of all the plants continues to be an
increasing expense so please support the Crail in
Bloom Coffee Morning which will be held in the
Legion hall, Nethergate on Saturday
12th November. doors open as usual at 10.00a.m.

Have you ever wondered why you see fields of
purple in summer? This is Lacy Phacelia or Bee’s
friend, a wildflower with a bloom that you could
mistake for a thistle when viewing it from a
distance. It is frequently sown around the
perimeter of fields as it’s great at holding nitrogen,
and used as a green manure, it is also fantastic for
our many pollinator species.
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Reserve the date!

Outstanding Music Highlights

Elsa Jean McTaggart - 'Eva Cassidy: The Story'

Make sure you book your tickets now!

at Crail Community Hall
22 October 2022 – 8 pm

Scotland on Tour, the exciting initiative to support the
recovery of Scotland’s live music industry, returns to
Crail this autumn with Elsa Jean McTaggart presenting
‘Eva Cassidy: The Story’ at Crail Community Hall on
Saturday 22nd October 2022.
Saturday, 22 October 2022 , 8 pm
Elsa Jean McTaggart – ‘Eva Cassidy: The Story'
https://scotlandontour.com/product/elsa-jean-mctaggart-eva-cassidy-the-story/
Eva Cassidy: an icon of acoustic music. Wistful and emotional vocals, beautiful guitar
accompaniment, Eva Cassidy had the power to move audiences through her interpretation of wellknown songs. Inspired by her favourite artist, award-winning musician Elsa Jean McTaggart brings
‘Eva Cassidy: The Story’ to Crail.

Saturday, 12 November 2022, 8 pm
Dean Owens and The Sinners
https://scotlandontour.com/product/dean-owens-and-the-sinners-crail/
This is a rare opportunity to see award winning Scottish troubadour Dean Owens in the East Neuk
of Fife, playing songs from his much anticipated new album – Sinner’s Shrine – out in 2022, and a
special band to showcase it.

Inspired by her favourite artist, the iconic Eva Cassidy,
award-winning musician Elsa Jean McTaggart brings
Eva Cassidy: The Story to Crail. With her wistful and
emotional vocals and beautiful guitar accompaniment,
Eva Cassidy had the power to move audiences through
her interpretation of well-known songs. Now, using
video, story and song, Elsa channels Eva Cassidy’s
musical voice through her own.
A sell-out hit with audiences at The Edinburgh Festival
Fringe in 2017, 2018 and 2019, Eva Cassidy: The Story
will be a deeply personal, poignant tribute to an
inspirational and incredibly talented musician.

Sunday, 13 November 2022, 3 pm
Tommy Smith - Iconic Jazz Saxophone
https://scotlandontour.com/product/tommy-smith-crail/
Smith’s solo saxophone concerts feature entirely acoustic performances of spontaneously chosen
melodies drawn from the jazz, folk, classical and praise song traditions and highlight his wonderful
tone reproduction and consummate improvising capabilities in an intimate conversation with the
audience.

We look forward to seeing you at Crail Community Hall!

Elsa Jean McTaggart said: “I’m delighted to be able to
bring Eva Cassidy: The Story to Crail thanks to Scotland
on Tour. It’s a fantastic opportunity to perform in some
venues I might not otherwise have the chance to, and I
can’t wait to share Eva Cassidy’s story with the

https://www.crailcommunityhall.co.uk/

Pittenweem Community Library
announces autumn talks series
Since opening in 2017 the library has become a hub of the
community run by a team of dedicated volunteers. Housed
in an architectural gem that was once part of the old Priory,
it offers a catalogue of thousands of titles for adults and
children, regularly restocked, as well as DVDs,
audiobooks, reference books and guides. There are
storytelling sessions for children, a home delivery service,
holiday crafts and cultural outings.
Autumn timetable
Following the success of the library’s spring talks, we have
a fascinating line-up of speakers this autumn.
Thursday 13 October
Professor Ian Bradley, of the University of St Andrews,
talks about the coffin roads of the Scottish Highlands and
islands, and the distinctive traditions, beliefs and practices
around dying, death and mourning that they represent.
Thursday 3 November
Professor Andrew Pettegree and Dr Arthur der
Weduwen, of the University of St Andrews School of
History, will take us through the history of the library from
clay tablets to the e-readers of today.
Thursday 17 November
Phil Taylor, head of policy and operations for the marine
conservation organisation Open Seas, discusses seafood,
sustainability and the future of Scotland’s seas.
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Thursday 24 November
Ruth Robinson, formerly senior lecturer in earth sciences
at the University of St Andrews, will be using drone
footage to show us the spectacular geology and coastline
of the East Neuk from the air.
Thursday 1 December
James Runcie, novelist, television producer and
playwright, will be speaking to us about his life as a
writer, his love of Bach and his recently published
memoir.
Thursday 15 December
Derek Robertson, artist, author and television presenter,
tells us about his latest work, an art project exploring
nature through paintings, poetry and the Scots Gaelic
language.
The venue will be the Coastline Community Church, 21
Session Street, Pittenweem KY10 2QL. Doors open at
7pm and talks start 7.30. Tickets £6 (including tea, coffee
and biscuits) are on sale in the library, and can also be
reserved by emailing library@pittclic.org.uk
The fact that we attract such eminent guests – some with
local connections, some not – to give their time for free
speaks to the pull of the East Neuk. We are extremely
grateful to all of them, not least because their efforts help
to fund our library. The spring talks series, which ended
with a wonderful evening of prose, poetry and song from
Andrew Greig, raised £2000.

Wild Crail
Will Cresswell, photos John Anderson
The 28th was a day not to be at work, but instead to be at Fife Ness. There were a lot of good seabirds past. I could only
snatch 15 minutes late afternoon: there were big numbers of kittiwakes and manx shearwaters passing even my limited
time. I did catch up with one of the yellow-browed warblers that came in that day on my way back to Crail. There were
3 or 4 found – mine was at lower Kilminning. Calling unseen in one of the sycamores, but nice to have a “wild” one.
There were several chiffchaffs at Kilminning indicative of there being some other migrants potentially about. I staked
out the elders hoping for a barred warbler but only had an intriguing dragonfly (although probably only a common
darter). There are hardly ever dragonflies at Kilminning and I wondered if it might be a migrant too. Best bird was a
female merlin flying in to land in the middle of an adjacent field. My first of the year – probably just luck. I can have
them on Jan 1st, although it is unusual to get through August and nearly September without seeing one. This is why it is
good to keep lists. Merlins are definitely scarce this year, with many fewer in the area late summer (which is usually the
best time to see them). They have only just started to be seen regularly in Fife now suggesting that they may have had a
late or very poor breeding season.
October already. But the wind has gone round to the west and the afternoon
temperature on the 1st was 16 degrees, so less of an autumn feeling compared
to last week. Last Saturday morning started out well with a ruff flying up
from the newly harrowed field next to Pinkerton as I went past. It headed up
west over Crail. The sea has really quietened down with a much slower rate
of passage past Fife Ness that morning. One sooty shearwater, three manx
shearwater, a red-throated diver and a juvenile arctic skua past in 45 minutes.
Not very many kittiwakes but 40 or so little gulls feeding well out. But
Balcomie Beach was back in business with 40 ringed plover and a few
sanderling back to join the 150+ dunlin. I had my first redwings of the winter
at the Patch. Otherwise it was quiet inland with no obvious migrants at
Balcomie Cottages or Kilminning. I saw the female merlin again, flying
around the field south of the go-kart track chasing skylarks, before it headed
off to the airfield. I hope this means we have at least one resident for the
winter. Sometimes there can be three spending the winter around the airfield.
But overall it has been a relatively quiet week. The wind has
been westerly, migrants scarce and the sea bird passage has
reduced massively. On the 5th there were barely any
kittiwakes passing, no terns (my last were a juvenile
common tern and three sandwich terns at Red Sands last
Sunday) and very few auks although some of these were
puffins. I did have my first flock of barnacle geese for the
winter coming into the Forth at dawn, halfway between Crail
and the May Island in their usual ragged and messy looking
flock, low to the sea against the strong headwind. A flock of
pink-footed geese came over my house a bit later in a neat V
to show them how to do it, although they were also going
very slowly west into the wind despite their aeronautical
formation.
There were a few lingering summer migrants this week. I had a lesser black-backed gull at the mouth of the Kenly Water
among the big flock of Canada geese that is still there. There have been a couple of chiff-chaffs singing in St Andrews
and the occasional flock of swallows passing through. I heard some house martins high above Crail last Sunday too. But
the summer is pretty much gone now.
My highlight this week was not around Crail but worth
repeating anyway. I was out with a class counting
oystercatchers (again) on the Eden Estuary on the 4th. The
estuary is a great place and I wished (again) that it was on the
Crail patch. Five little egrets, a Slavonian grebe and a great
crested grebe – all Crail rarities but easy on the Eden. Best of
all – an adult white-tailed (sea) eagle. A real Crail rarity
despite the fact that they have been breeding in Tentsmuir for
a decade. We had a juvenile sea eagle around Crail in 2010 –
one of the dispersing juveniles released in 2009 – it hung
around the old “free range” pig farm at Cellardyke for a few
days eyeing the piglets… I even had one flying over Roome
Bay. But none since. The eagles have all, very sensibly, gone
off to breed around the forested lochs of Perthshire. They
prefer nice, prey rich lakes to bleak shorelines. The eagle of the
4th was “Turquoise Z” – it has a wing tag on one wing to
identify it. A bird released in 2009 so perhaps even the Crail
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Wild Crail cont.

bird. Turquoise Z has grown up into a very handsome male – now 15 years old – with the pale head
(almost like a bald eagle) of a mature adult. And a bit of a boy. It started nesting in Tentsmuir in
2013 and has done so successfully ever since. In 2017 he even managed to breed simultaneously with a second female
on a nest 28 miles away in Angus, commuting between the two nests and getting a single chick fledged from each one.
White-tailed eagles are fantastic birds and it is brilliant to have them back in the Scotland, and indeed the east of Scotland
again. The students enjoyed it too – and a lot easier to count than the 1400 oystercatchers.

Denburn Diggers
The Denburn Diggers were out again on Saturday and had a lovely morning for it. Denburn has been transformed over
the last few months, with the debris from the two storms earlier this year, plus a lot of old debris transformed into bug
hotels. This has been down to the work of a couple of very hardworking chaps, the Diggers don't claim credit for their
work. Paths are better defined with boulder and log edgings, as they had been in the past, and the understory is much
clearer, making the wood lighter. Ferns, more bluebells, snowdrops and aconite have been planted, so the spring
display should be even better next year.
Making a rare venture into Facebook, it would seem that some people are still regretting the loss of the rope swing
from their own childhoods, and dens being dismantled. For the record, the swing won't be going back up. Think of the
legal consequences when Johnny or Jenny falls off and breaks something!
Also, the Diggers have never dismantled a den. It's a pleasure to see the wood being used in this way.
If you love using the wood, why not come and join us on the 1st Saturday of each month at 10.00am?

As of 7 October The South Kilminning Rewilding Project
Crowdfunding Appeal stands at:
7 days to go - one last push?

Energy Bills
Households are being warned they could pay MORE
than £2,500 a year for their energy bills as confusion
around the bill cap remains. Energy bills will freeze at
£2,500 for two years under the energy price guarantee
from 01 October. Some customers think that £2,500 is
the absolute maximum that you can be charged on their
bill - regardless of their energy usage. This is incorrect.
This is simply a representation of the average
household's bill, not a fixed upper limit. The cap is on
the amount that energy suppliers can charge for the unit
price and standing charge per unit of energy and this
means bill can still be higher or lower, depending on
how much energy you use and the size of your home.
So if you use more energy, you'll pay more - if you use
less, your bill will be lower.

Appeal for Friends from Crail Museum & Heritage
Centre
Crail Museum is currently undertaking 2 major projects,
namely the installation of new computer software to
enable the Museum’s collection to be digitised, and in
order to facilitate this, the refurbishment of the office
space within the Museum.
In order to achieve the above projects, as well as an
urgent need to expand the Museum archive storage, we
are in need of financial support. The Museum is a
registered charity, and we rely on funding from grants
etc. However, one way you could help is by becoming a
Friend of the Museum .
Becoming a “Friend” of the Museum, means giving a
donation on joining and each Spring thereafter. By doing
so you would be helping to ensure the continuation of an
important part of Crail life and its history, receive an
invitation to a reception, be entitled to a preview of new
exhibitions and receive biannual newsletters.
Please help Crail Museum and become a “Friend”. For
further details, contact Peigi Muir at
volunteers.crailmuseum@gmail.com or by phoning
the Museum on 01333 450869, or just by popping into
the Museum for further information. Opening times at
the moment are Thursday to Saturday 11am to 4pm.

Uswitch energy expert Ben Gallizzi said that while the
energy price guarantee will "help a lot of households
through the winter", there is "still a lot of confusion
about what has been announced".
He added: "Our research found that almost two fifths of
households wrongly believe that the energy price
guarantee means their bills cannot go above £2,500.
There’s no cap on how much you pay. The cap is
actually on the standing charges and the unit rates for
gas and electricity, and this means if you use more
energy, you’ll pay more.
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CCP Open Day & Harbour Interest Group Meeting
Crail Community Hall - 15th October
On the 15th October CCP is planning to run a Public Open
Day in the morning (in Crail Community Hall), to cover 3
major projects active at present, Crail Harbour, South
Kilminning Rewilding and the Roome Bay Hub. Time
table below.

During the afternoon of the 15th October we would like
people with local business interests, strong interest as a
local resident, strong interest from a historical perspective,
harbour users and those with Fife Council Harbour
responsibilities to meet and discuss the survey results.
Then to move on to create a ‘coalition of the willing’
prepared to work on identified opportunities.
If you would like to attend this meeting please email
crailcommunitypartnership@gmail.com

9:00
Doors Open to Public - Access to
project tables and trustees
9:30
South Kilminning Development
presentation and feedback
10:15
Roome Bay Hub presentation and
feedback
11:00
Harbour Survey presentation and
feedback
11:45
Any Other Competent Business
12:00
Event Close
All Welcome
******
Crail Harbour
Crail Community Partnership was given the opportunity to
use Scottish Government funding to conduct a survey to
identify improvement opportunities at Crail Harbour, for
residents, users and visitors.
The survey is now complete and the results will be shared
during the morning meeting and are available at
https://www.crailcommunitypartnership.org/crail-harbour

Crail Harbour – This is a quick, but satisfying sketch from a few years ago that I made with two, colored pencils, an
earthy red and a dark blue. It is a view from the end of the pier that is often sketched by artists. I often must paint the
captivating postcard views first before I can free my mind to search out more original and creative points of view.
Kenneth Williams
These sketches are provided at no charge for use in the "Crail Matters" publication. No other uses are authorised.
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Worship Resources
Crail Folk Club
Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate North, Crail.
Refer to web site http://
www.stjamesparishstandrews.org.uk
Sunday Mass changed from 8.45am to 9.00am

Our guest on 13th October is
the highly entertaining Colum
Sands. A second visit to the
club for this genial Irishman
with songs and humour to
entertain all:

St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate, Pittenweem
Holy Communion on Sundays at 1130. The church is open
every day.

Colum Sands has performed
in over thirty countries around
the world, confirming the
universal appeal for the songs
and stories with which he
observes the minute and often humorous details of life.

Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem.
Our Sunday service and Sunday School is at 10.30am each
Sunday. All Welcome! Service also available online. http://
coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk For urgent pastoral
needs please contact 01333 312041
pastor_ccc@btinternet.com

A member of the internationally renowned Sands
Family from County Down, Colum established his
reputation as a songwriter with the release of his first
solo album, Unapproved Road in 1981. Songs
like Whatever you say, say nothing, and Almost every
Circumstance were soon in the repertoire of artists from
Billy Connolly to Maddy Prior and June Tabor.

Kilrenny Parish Church
Sunday services are at 9.45am each week. Services are
recorded, and are available on the church website, along
with additional information on events. Church Website:https://e-voice.org.uk/kilrenny/
Kingsbarns Parish Church,
All are welcome at this friendly village church. Sunday
services are at 10.00 am each week. For more information
please contact Rev. Wotherspoon,
07711706634,
wotherspoonrig@btinternet.com

Tickets and full details can be had
from www.crailfolkclub.org.uk

BADMINTON
Calling all badminton players!
Badminton restarted on Tuesday 27 September at
7pm in the Community Hall, and continues.
We are a very friendly group and welcome new
players.
Come along and give it a go.
Any queries: Tel. Anne 07769156003

Crail Parish Church
Our interim moderator is now Revd. Nigel Robb
who acted in that role before. Our Locum, in the
absence of our minister due to illness, is the Revd.
Scott Burton who can be contacted at 07776 212726.
This is a part time position.
Services
9th October - Revd. Scott Burton
16th October – Revd. Scott Burton

Bin Collection
You can find your bin collection arrangements for your
address by consulting the web site https://www.fife.gov.uk/
services/bin-calendar

Time of Services. Please note that throughout 2022 the
service in Crail will be at 11.30 a.m.
All welcome. Contact:
crailchurchsessionclerk@gmail.com.

12 October Brown and Blue bin
19 October Green bin
26 October Brown and Blue bin
2 November Grey bin

Chatbite – Wednesday mornings at 10.00 a.m. All
welcome. Cost £2.50.
Prayer Group – Meets on Thursday mornings at 10.30
a.m. at St Ayle Anstruther. All welcome.

Mobile Post Office - High Street South
Monday 1400-1545, Tuesday 1400-1545, Wednesday
1400-1545

Frances Murray
A commemorative gathering to
celebrate the life of the late
Frances Murray will take
place on the 18th October 3-5
pm at the Kirk Hall, Marketgate.
Frances’ family and friends
would like to invite those who
knew Frances to join. To enable
planning for catering purposes,
please let us know if you are
planning to attend by
phoning 01333-450082 (call
guardian on the line) or
emailing fifeness@gmail.com by Wednesday
12th October.

Exercise Class for the Elderly
Anstruther Upper Town Hall, Thursday mornings at
10am
We welcome new men and women over the age of 70.
Anyone is welcome to come along the first time and
watch. Classes will resume 8 September.
Contact Val 01333340336 or
Email: valeryjamieson@btinternet.com
Mobile Bank - Marketgate Crail
Thursday 1100-1130
Mobile Library - Marketgate Crail
10:00 - 11:00
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NEW 12 week SEASON
from Monday 29 August 7.30pm
Enjoy popular songs from the past 100 years.
…everyone welcome… see you there!
Rehearsals
Monday at 7.30pm
Winter Session 2022

Autumn

24th OCTOBER Crail Community Hall
31st OCTOBER Crail Community Hall
7th November Crail Community Hall
14th November Crail Community Hall
21st November Crail Community Hall
28th November Concert 1st December

A rare opportunity!!
We understand the Crail Seagull has arranged
for a limited edition mug to be produced priced
at £10 each. These will be available from Crail
Matters - write to: crailmatters@gmail.com
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Memory sharing sessions to start in Pittenweem
As the days shorten, a warm welcome and a cosy chat would be something to look forward to. Always in the
moment, Pittenweem Community Library is starting a Reminiscence Group this autumn. It will be a chance for
people to get together in the library, to share memories of the past, whether personal or collective reminiscences.
On some days there will be a topic to get things going, or a short talk as inspiration. But the real point is to gather
for an informal blether over tea and biscuits in a friendly space.

Since it opened in 2017 the library has come up with many brilliant ideas as ways to bring people together. As
well as the fabulous talks series (see page 3), there’s a weekly Scrabble club, as well as Bookbug and holiday
crafts sessions for the kids. Or if you can’t get out and about so much, the Books on Wheels delivery service will
bike your chosen titles to you.
Because the library is completely independent, it chooses its own book stock based on what people actually
borrow. And thanks to a fantastic participation rate – 535 members so far from Pittenweem and the wider East
Neuk, £2000 raised by the spring talks series – the organisers can restock regularly to ensure there’s something for
everyone.
The Reminiscence Group takes place on the last Tuesday of each month, starting on 25 October. If you’d like to
take part, to share your stories with your neighbours or just to listen in, you can contact organiser Ann Anderson
via library@pittclic.org.uk, or drop by the library in Pittenweem’s Old Town Hall in Cove Wynd. Or simply visit
to enjoy a friendly hello and a fantastic range of books, audiobooks and DVDs – all free!
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Wet’n wild at the Dunhill Links Colin Morrison

Debbie’s Cakes raised for MACMILLAN
Cancer support a grand total of £1119.20 at
the BIG COFFEE MORNING, held at Kirk
Hall Crail on the 24th September 2022.
We would like to thank everyone who
supported us on the day to raise this
outstanding amount for a well worthy
cause. Also like to extend a BIG THANK
YOU to all the helpers too, who made this
day possible.
Debbie’s Cakes Crail
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council
Contact: crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com
for further information
The next Community Council meeting will be held 7.15pm 31st October in The Town Hall

Re vandalism and anti-social behaviour in Crail
The Community Council wish to emphasise that the appropriate response in the event of an incident
however small involving you, or a neighbour, is to immediately call Police Scotland and report the
incident - phone 101 or 999 in an emergency.
Police Scotland report that 39 calls were recorded by the Police from Crail, reporting 10 crimes. That is rather more
than half of the total calls reported for the area.

The Crail Seagull has its eye on you
СЛАВА УКРАЇНІ ! / GLORY TO UKRAINE !

Things are very quiet here just now so I thought about giving my wings a stretch to visit
my cousins up the East Coast a bit. I was worried though, about my weekly column, as I take my responsibilities
very seriously. Fortunately, a wee wren relative of mine offered to lend a hand, and I’ve agreed to let her do it
herself on the strict understanding that she doesn’t think she can take my place! There’s no one quite like me
but you never know, I may from time to time, offer guest spots to well-known friends and relatives.
Hello, this is your little wren here to ask about the woods. My distant cousin, the seagull, doesn’t spend much
time in the wood so may not have noticed what is going on in Denburn wood. But my woodland friends the
robin and dunnock, blackbird and song thrush are becoming increasingly alarmed at all the crazy tidying that is
happening there. All those lovely straggly branches we could hide under to root around for tasty worms and
beetles have been dragged out and piled into a huge messy pile beyond the wood. The nettles our butterfly pals
need for their caterpillars to eat are gone. We have huge bare stretches of soil punctuated by weird piles of logs
and serried rows of single species, non-native plants. These are no use to us – they don’t feed or shelter the
creepy-crawlies we and our babies need to feed on. The ivy whose flowers are so valuable to bees when much
else is out of season is gone from vast areas. Will the cow-parsley,
beloved of pollinating hover-flies, come back or has it been
ripped out by the roots and
what about the native
primroses,
the
wood
anemones, the lovely early
flowering winter aconites
and snowdrops.
I hear that a renowned
writer on restoring Britain’s
wildlife
(Benedict
Macdonald – “Rebirding”)
has coined the phrase Excessive Tidying Disorder to describe
exactly what seems to be occurring in Denburn wood. On behalf
of all my flying, creeping, crawling and burrowing woodland friends Please, Please stop now and let the few
remaining “messy” areas of Denburn wood alone.
Crail Matters will include in its regular issues an occasional issue of the Kingsbarns Eagle. We invite
residents of Kingsbarns to contribute material (comment, pictures, news items, etc.).

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on
Wednesday 5.00pm for publication in Friday issue. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are
those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style.
Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2022: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton,
Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon Baxter, Mary Butler. Phone contact 07391986293.
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