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Support during the cost of living crisis

Help and advice on managing in these very difficult times can be
found at this website (our.fife.scot/gethelp) and there is also a free
helpline (0800 952 0330) for residents during these economically
challenging times. They cover different types of help on topics
ranging from food, health, heating & utilities, transport costs,
employment and support for businesses. In the ‘Local Support’
page, you can find details of the various Food Banks, Community
Job Clubs and other help available in the East Neuk.

If you feel there are particular needs in Crail not being met, then
please contact Crail Matters (crailmatters@gmail.com), or the
Community Council (crailcommunitycouncil@gmaiil.com).

Crail Matters
Calendar

We are repeating our very
successful Calendar for
2023. The format is slightly
different, with a larger full
page photograph with the
calendar on the page below.
As last year, we are

offering advance order copies at £10 up to 3rd December, with the full
price of £12 thereafter.
Last year demand was such that we ran out of calendars and had to reprint twice. An advance order will guarantee your
copy. Please contact us at crailmatters@gmail.com for payment details.

Details of changes to the 95 bus
timetables can be found on the Crail

Matters web site

Are you interested having an allotment in Crail?

Not only are allotments an excellent opportunity to grow your own
fruit and vegetables, but they are also a great way to
meet new people and get plenty of fresh air and exercise. The council
will soon be updating their waiting lists for allotments across Fife. This
will allow us a great opportunity to understand what the demand is
here in Crail, and could help us create a new allotment community
within the village.
If you would like to be included and potentially have one of those new
sites please register your interest as soon as possible by using the link
https://www.fife.gov.uk/services/forms/allotment-waiting-list or by
simply emailing allotments@fife.gov.uk with your details

Publication Dates over Christmas
There will be no Crail Matters and Kingsbarns Eagle published on
23 and 30 December, with the first issue of the New Year on 6
January 2023. The deadline for receipt of copy for the issue of 6
January will be 6.00pm 4 January.

U.S. university professor seeks apartment in Crail for sabbatical
research and writing on a fossil-folklore project. At least one month
is preferable, but up to two months may be possible during February,
March, and/or April. Please contact Lisa Stoneman,
stoneman@roanoke.edu. Local references (Edinburgh) available.
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Worship Resources

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate North, Crail.
Refer to web site http:// www.stjamesparishstandrews.
org.uk
Sunday Mass changed from 8.45am to 9.00am

St John’s Episcopal Church,Marygate, Pittenweem
Holy Communion on Advet Sundays at 10.30. The
church is open every day. St John’s is now a drop off
point for East Neuk Food Bank in addition to those in
Crail, Anstruther and Elie.

Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem.
Our Sunday service and Sunday School is at 10.30am
each Sunday. All Welcome! Service also available
online. http:// coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk For
urgent pastoral needs please contact 01333 312041
pastor_ccc@btinternet.com

Kilrenny Parish Church
Sunday services are at 9.45am each week. Services are
recorded, and are available on the church website, along
with additional information on events. Church
Website:- https://e-voice.org.uk/kilrenny/

Kingsbarns Parish Church,
All are welcome at this friendly village church. Sunday
services are at 10.00 am each week. For more
information please contact Rev. Wotherspoon,
07711706634,
wotherspoonrig@btinternet.com

Crail Parish Church
Our interim moderator is now Revd. Nigel Robb
who acted in that role before. Our Locum is the
Revd. Scott Burton who can be contacted at
07776 212726. This is a part time position.
Services
27th November - Revd. Scott Burton - !st Sunday in
Advent at 11.30 am.
4th December -Revd Scott Burton – Christmas Gift
Service at 11.30 am.
4th December - Bereavement Service at Cellardyke
Church 2.30pm.
11th December - Revd. Scott Burton – 3rd Sunday in
Advent at 11.30 am.
11th December - Service of Lessons and Carols at Crail
Church 2.30pm.
Coffee Morning. The Guild will be holding a Coffee
Morning on Saturday 26th November in the Kirk Hall
from 10 am to 12 pm. Admission £3. All welcome.
Messy Church – will meet next Wednesday 30th

November at 4.30 pm to 6pm in the Kirk Hall. For
further information please contact Mandy Guthrie
(450393).
Christmas Gift Service – will take place on Sunday 4th

December. All toys and games (unwrapped) will be
passed to the Salvation Army for distribution.
Chatbite –Wednesday mornings at 10.00 a.m. All
welcome. Cost £2.50.
Prayer Group – Meets on Thursday mornings at 10.15
a.m. at St Ayle Anstruther. Please note the new time for
meeting. All welcome.

Latest recommended Posting Dates Christmas
2022
HM Forces (BFPO)
Friday 2 December Operational HM Forces, Static
HM Forces.

UK Inland
Friday 16 Dec. Royal Mail Bulk Economy
Monday 19 Dec. 2nd class, signed for
Wednesday 21 Dec. 1st class, signed for, Royal Mail 24,
Tracked 48
Thursday 22 Dec. Royal Mail Tracked 24
Friday 23 Dec. Special Deliver Guaranteed
International Economy
Friday 25 Nov. Cyprus, Eastern Europe, Greece,
Iceland, Malta, Turkey
Monday 28 Nov. Western Europe
International Standard and Int. Tracked and
signature services
Thursday 1 Dec. Australia and New Zealand
Friday 2 Dec. People’s Republic of China
Monday 5 Dec. Caribbean destinations (excluding BVI,
Dominica, Anguilla)
Wednesday 7 Dec.Africa, Asia, Central and South
America, Far and Middle East
Thursday 8 Dec. Cyprus and Malta
Friday 9 Dec. Greece, Eastern Europe, Turkey
Latest recommended Posting Dates Christmas 2022
Saturday 10 Dec. Canada, Czech Republic, Finland,
Italy, Poland, Sweden, USA
Monday 12 Dec. Austria, Denmark, Germany, Iceland,
Ireland, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Slovakia,
Spain, Switzerland
Wednesday 14 Dec. Belgium, France, Luxembourg

Advent Reflection (1)
Peter Neilson

AControlling Narrative

Political strategists and media pundits know
the importance of controlling the narrative.
Sometimes a narrative gains momentum
through the manipulation of social media, such
as the Q-Anon conspiracy story which
continues to fuel election-deniers in the USA.
Every day we choose the narrative we believe,
in the papers we read or the Facebook threads
we follow.

Advent is a time to consider which “narrative”
we will choose to follow. The Gospel of
Matthew begins with a fascinating narrative
detailing the genealogy of Jesus Christ – 42
generations of the famous and the obscure,
wise rulers and tyrants, true Hebrew stock and
displaced migrants, leading up to the birth of
Jesus who is given the name “Immanuel – God
with us.”

Matthew invites us to see history as more than
the sum of human choices and behaviours.
God is with us in every phase of our history,
personal, cultural and political. When that
becomes our controlling narrative, we may
begin to discern Divine mystery even in the
messiness of it all.
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Share Health Research Register
Health research is very important so that we can prevent
people from getting unwell and try to improve treatments
if they do become ill. This is why we need to involve
more people in research and we are asking for your help
to sign up the SHARE Health Research Register.
SHARE, The Scottish Health Research Register and
Biobank, is a Register of people who are happy to be sent
information about health research projects (studies). You
need to be aged 11 or over to sign up to SHARE.
We need healthy people and people with health conditions
to join SHARE. When you join the SHARE Register, the
SHARE Team may send you information from time to
time about research studies that might be of interest to

you. This might involve taking part in surveys online,
sharing your views on your healthcare or taking part
in a study researching a new medication for an illness
you may have.
SHARE would also like to ask for permission to keep
any leftover blood (sample) from tests that you may
have during your healthcare (like blood tests at your
GP – no need for a separate visit to the GP). This
sample can be used to help genetic research which
looks to understand what causes different illnesses.
How do I sign up?
You can register:
Online: www.registerforshare.org
Phone: 01382 383 471
Email: enquiries@registerforshare.org

Samaritans Helpline

Christmas holidays can be a difficult time – if
you are lonely. Not feeling OK, you can get in
touch about anything that’s troubling you. Need
support? Call 116 123 to speak to a Samaritan
Free helpline is there for anyone who is
struggling, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
Every year volunteers in Scotland spend a
collective 60,000 hours providing emotional
support - the equivalent of 2,500 days of
listening. Don’t suffer alone – Samaritans can
help.

Letter to the Editor

I recently moved out of Crail but prior to that time I
shopped regularly in the Co op.
I believe a % of every spend using a Co-op card was
donated to local good causes.
I see that the food festival has received £4k from that
fund.
Given the economy and level of food poverty in this
area I presume a large proportion of that will be
donated, onwards, to some local food banks?

Regards,
Yvonne Richmond
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NEW 12 week SEASON

Enjoy popular songs from the
past 100 years.

…everyone welcome… see you
there!

Rehearsals Monday at 7.30pm
Autumn Winter Session 2022

28th November Crail Community
Hall
1st December Concert Crail
Community Hall.

A rare opportunity!!
We understand the Crail
Seagull has arranged for a
limited edition mug to be
produced priced at £10 each. These are
available from Crail Matters - write to:
crailmatters@gmail.com

David Nicoll

Crail in Bloom
The fund-raising Coffee Morning on Saturday
12th November was a great success. Many, many thanks to
all those who supported Crail in Bloom by attending. The
sum raised was £632! The Group also received many
generous donations, before, during and after the Coffee
Morning. It really is most appreciated and so encouraging
to know that the summer and winter planting are well
liked. There was a huge raffle, all the prizes being donated
by Crail businesses and also
many individual residents.
Thanks to all who gave so
generously. Crail in Bloom
relies on all its volunteers
who work so hard during the
year. Many also help to run
the Coffee Morning so
thanks to them because
without you, it would simply
not be possible.

Crail in Bloom has now planted a tree in the mysterious
'box' that appeared near the Chippy. It's called Amelanchier
'Obelisk'. It's under planted with Daffodils which will
increase year after year and come the Spring, there will be
perennial Geraniums planted under the tree. The group
hopes all will enjoy the improvement on the old
dilapidated barrels.

Crail harbour at low tide Colin Morrison
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CRAIL HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE

Please help us.
The Crail Hospital Car
Service was established 40
years ago to provide door to
door transport to hospital or
other medical facilities like
doctor’s or dental surgeries, opticians and so
on, for those in our community who need help
getting to appointments.

For this to work, we need to maintain a pool
of volunteer drivers who are prepared to give
up a little of their time to help their fellow
residents. The Covid pandemic and its effects
have adversely affected our numbers, so we
are now in desperate need of new volunteers
to help sustain this worthwhile community
service. Without your help we may not be able
to sustain this important and vital cause. If you
own a car and feel that you might be able to
help, please contact me as soon as possible to
find out more.

Peter Salkeld
01333 451165

peterjsalkeld@gmail.com

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rainbows and Brownies 
Mondays 5.30-6.45pm.  Legion Hall. 

 

for girls aged 5-9 
crafts, games, badges, baking etc 

(girls from Kingsbarns and other surrounding areas are very welcome to join!) 
 

email: CrailBrownies@yahoo.com 
 

Harbour visitors enjoy local sea food Colin Morrison Otter with fish Colin Morrison
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ATTENTIONALLBOOKWORMS
Guess who is having a
stall at the Christmas
Fayre in the
Community Hall on
Saturday/Sunday 3-4
December.. A selection
of pre-loved books: big
books, little books,
books for children,
books for adults,
children's books which
adults buy to read
themselves but pretend
they are for younger imaginary relatives, newly
published books and books published nearly 100
years ago. Silly books, serious books, books with
Xmas theme to save to read yourself on a wintery
evening, books that are virtually new that would
make ideal stockingfillers, and books that really
ought to be priced at a little more but I shall put all
in at street market price of £1 to start off the season
of goodwill. If you grab one of these bargains
please say a mental "thank you Geraldine" whose
encouragement and support is reason I will be there
and the money thus saved can be spent at the other
stalls. I look forward to seeing fellow book addicts,
but new customers equally welcome. As always
there is a special welcome for those who don't like
books at all - you can just pass by and say BAH
HUMBUG, there is absolutely NO obligation to buy
anything but if no-one buys any books I shan’t be
able to bring fresh stock on the Sunday.
HO HO HO
Ruth Redfern

Fifeness Froth Colin Morrison
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Mobile Post Office - High
Street South

Monday 1400-1545, Tuesday
1400-1545, Wednesday 1400-1545

Bin Collection
You can find your bin collection
arrangements for your address by
consulting the web site https://
www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-
calendar

30 November Grey bin
7 December Blue bin
14 December Green bin
21 December Brown and Blue bin
28 December Grey bin
4 January Blue bin

Mobile Library - Marketgate
Crail

Thursday 10:00 - 11:00

Mobile Bank - Marketgate Crail
Thursday 1100-113

NoWild
Crail for the

next 2
weeks

Outstanding Music Highlights 
Make sure you book your tickets now! 

Saturday, 26 November 2022 , 7.30 pm 
'A Night at the Opera' performed by Opera Alba

https://scotlandontour.com/product/opera-alba/
You’ll enjoy some of opera’s mostcaptivating melodies by Puccini, Verdi, Mozart, Donizetti,

Gounod, Bizet, Offenbach et al, sung with a nice mix of informality but with plenty of expertise.
The quartet will introduce each number and tell you a little about the background of the characters

and their stories.

Sunday, 4 December 2022 , 7.30 pm 
Christmas Concert

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/crail-community-partnership 

This will be a concert of two halves, the first featuring 'The Madrigals' with a more traditional
repertoire and the second half focusing on a contemporary A Cappella performance by 'The Other

Guys'. Both groups are from St Andrews University and are renown for their quality performances.
They were a roaring success at the Hall's Christmas Concert 2021 and are back due to popular

demand.

Saturday, 18 February 2023 , 8 pm 
Karen Marshalsay – Evocative Harp Music

https://scotlandontour.com/product/karen-marshalsay/     
Full of entertaining musical insights, Karen’s concerts take you into the timeless world of

Scotland’s ancient instrument.  Karen Marshalsay is a master of traditional Scottish harp music.
Specialising on all three Scottish harps – both gut- and wire-strung and the baroque bray harp with
its buzzing sitar effect – Karen has appeared throughout the UK, Europe, America and Australia. 

We look forward to seeing you at Crail Community Hall!
https://www.crailcommunityhall.co.uk/



The Crail Seagull has its eye on you

СЛАВА УКРАЇНІ ! / GLORYTO UKRAINE !

Had a rest at the Museum, and saw the mess
of the Notice Board. It never was very nice,
but now it really is in a very bad condition. It
looks like someone has deliberately smashed
the plastic front piece, and inside is wet and
wrecked. Vandalism again? It really does feel
like things are going downhill.

I see the Kingsbarns Eagle has its eye on us
all!!!

Ah, ha! That know-it-all sparrow doesn’t know everything after all! He’s
as puzzled as I am! You all know what a curious (all right, nosey) old gull I
am but does anyone know what this whirly thing is? Even the wise owl
doesn’t know. Answers on a postcard please (or even an email to the editors
would suffice).

Another puzzle: will anything ever be done about the hole in the road at the
putting green? It’s been there for weeks and nothing is happening. So many
questions but no answers….
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council

Contact: crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com
for further information

The next Community Council meeting will be held 7.15pm 28th November in The Town Hall

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on
Wednesday 5.00pm for publication in Friday issue. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are
those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style.
Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2022: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton,
Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon Baxter, Mary Butler. Phone contact 07391986293.

Crail Matters will include in its regular issues an occasional issue of the Kingsbarns Eagle. We
invite residents of Kingsbarns to contribute material (comment, pictures, news items, etc.).

Re vandalism and anti-social behaviour in Crail

The Community Council wish to emphasise that the appropriate response in the event of an incident
however small involving you, or a neighbour, is to immediately call Police Scotland and report the

incident - phone 101 or 999 in an emergency.

Welcome &Apologies

Minutes of meeting held on 31st October 2022
Election of new Councillor
Matters Arising
- Councillor AH – press Fife Council to extend
the Go Flexi service to take up short fall in new
Stagecoach timetable.
- DG – put Beechwalk Park carpark extension
proposal in Crail Matters for comment.
- DJ to try Fife Coast and Countryside initially
regarding repairs to the crabbing pool.
- CM to email a list of outstanding issues at Crail
Harbour
- Councillor AH to ask Fife council about repairs
to the B940 and ask Fife Council to consult with local
communities about timing of roadworks in future.
- Councillor AH to ask for more transparency in
the Common Good Fund accounts – perhaps quarterly
submission to community councils and some breakdown
of the actual investments made by Hendersons.

- AP to send photos to CAH of problem
pavements.
- LW volunteered to try and find out the router
password.
- Kirkmay/Lamont junction EH to take photo(s)
and send to Councillor AH
- Allotments – Councillor AH to consult with
Peter Duncan and report back.

Chairman’s report

Treasurer’s report

Update – Crail Community Partnership

Items for Discussion
1) Crail Common Good Fund application
2) Scotland Deposit Return Scheme update.
3) Succession Planning

AOCB

Agenda


