
1

KINGSBARNS
EAGLE

Issue No8, 9 December 2022 Free - donations welcome - suggested donation £2.00
www.crailmatters.com

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rainbows and Brownies 
Mondays 5.30-6.45pm.  Legion Hall. 

 

for girls aged 5-9 
crafts, games, badges, baking etc 

(girls from Kingsbarns and other surrounding areas are very welcome to join!) 
 

email: CrailBrownies@yahoo.com 
 

Carols round Kingsbarns 

 
Monday 12th December 

(Wednesday 14th if wet on the 12th) 

Meet outside the church  

at 6.00 pm 

Remember to wear 

warm clothes 

with appropriate footwear 

and bring a torch 
Donations in aid of Tayside Children with 

Cancer & Leukaemia (SCO 23997) 

 and ENABLE (SC0 09024) 

 

Please come and join us! 

Broom Gold Colin Nicholl

Another Great Evening
After a fantastic concert last year, The University of St
Andrews Madrigal Group and The Other Guys entertained
with yet a further fantastic concert on Sunday 4 December in
the Crail Community Hall. To a packed audience, the
Madrigal Group sang quite beautiful Advent and Christmas
carols. Difficult as it is to identify a particular piece, for me
the highlight of their performance was their singing of ‘Jesus
Christ the Apple Tree’. In the second half, The Other Guys
entertained with at times irreverent close harmony a cappella
singing, closing with a wonderful spoof on ‘The Twelve Days
of Christmas’ which ended with a their take on the main
theme of The Chariots of Fire. A fantastic evening, and what
a great start to the Festive Season.
M

Latest recommended Posting Dates Christmas
2022

Due to industrial actions, postal services have
become complex and uncertain. At the time of
writing, strikes are scheduled to tale place on
December 12 and 14.

The final date for pre Christmas posting second
class deliveries is now 12 December while for first
class it is 16 December. Delivery deadlines to
international destinations have been brought
forward, with the last being to Belgium, France
and Luxembourg on 12 December. The final
posting date of any kind before Christmas is
Special Delivery Guaranteed on 21 December.

These dates could change and you are advised to
seek advice if uncertain from the Post Office.



U.S. university professor seeks apartment in Crail for
sabbatical research and writing on a fossil-folklore project.
At least one month is preferable, but up to two months
may be possible during February, March, and/or April.
Please contact Lisa Stoneman, stoneman@roanoke.edu.
Local references (Edinburgh) available.
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Details of changes to the 95 bus timetables can be found on the Crail Matters web site

Gaelic speakers

There will be a meeting for lunch
onWednesday, 14th December 2022,
at Hayfield Community Café at the
Hayfield Community Centre, Hayfield
Road, Kirkcaldy, for 12 noon for lunch.

Minority Ethnic 60+ and Companion
Support network brings together
speakers of many minority languages
within Fife and the hope is that it can
support older Gaelic speakers to continue
to use their Gaelic in the community
more often. You may be the isolated
Gaelic speaker, or you may be a speaker
or learner with some time and could offer
some friendship and conversation. Pop
along on the 14th and find out more.
Telephone 01592 645 310

Editorial Comment

Some of our readers may be aware of the concerns about
the future of local journalism, given the dominance of
large corporate owners taking over what were once
independent small newspapers serving localities. Local
print newspapers have found it difficult to remain solvent
given high print costs, and diminishing advertising
revenue, and have tended to either close or move towards
digital publishing where they can. These forces affect
Crail Matters of course, but we are produced by
voluntary effort and are fortunate in having an
extraordinarily generous readership which has meant we
are able to continue, and have also been able to make
available the limited print issues we distributed. From the
feedback we receive, our weekly digital issue with a mix
of local news, details of local events and some reference
to relevant bigger external issues all provided without
charge seems to be appreciated, and we hope to be able
to continue to provide this service.

We currently distribute around 850 digital copies per
week, with some 1400 clicks/week on our web-based
copies; we print 35 copies/week. We estimate our flip

issue is opened around 100 times/week, and our web site
attracts some 100+ visitors/week, with over 200 views/
week of different pages. There is no denying it involves
a lot of work, and we really need to bring new people in,
both to ease the workload, and also to improve and
extend our news and event coverage. Crail Matters is
published by Crab Publishing, a not-for-profit company
limited by guarantee; we are entirely and proudly
independent.

You will note this week we are including in Crail Matters
‘The Pittenweem Post’. Over the past few weeks, you
will also have seen ‘The Kingsbarns Eagle’ included
within Crail Matters, and latterly as a separate download.
We see this as an important contribution to maintaining a
sense of our locality in local journalism, and we have
been delighted to extend our services in this way. By
publishing these titles in this way we are able to make
available to local communities the systems we have
created, and to make use of our readership mailing list
whilst being GDPR compliant to distribute copies.
Thanks to you, our readership, we are a vibrant local
resource which is growing and developing, and we hope
we can continue to provide this service.
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Support during the cost of living crisis

Help and advice on managing in these very difficult
times can be found at this website (our.fife.scot/gethelp)
and there is also a free helpline (0800 952 0330) for
residents during these economically challenging times.
They cover different types of help on topics ranging
from food, health, heating & utilities, transport costs,
employment and support for businesses. In the ‘Local
Support’ page, you can find details of the various Food
Banks, Community Job Clubs and other help available
in the East Neuk.

If you feel there are particular needs in Kingsbarns not
being met, then please contact Crail Matters

(crailmatters@gmail.com), or the Crail Community
Council (crailcommunitycouncil@gmaiil.com).

Samaritans Helpline

Christmas holidays can be a difficult time – if you are
lonely. Not feeling OK, you can get in touch about
anything that’s troubling you. Need support? Call 116
123 to speak to a Samaritan
Free helpline is there for anyone who is struggling, 24
hours a day, 365 days a year. Every year volunteers in
Scotland spend a collective 60,000 hours providing
emotional support - the equivalent of 2,500 days of
listening. Don’t suffer alone – Samaritans can help.

Crail Matters Calendar
We are repeating our very
successful Calendar for
2023. The format is
slightly different, with a
larger full page photograph
with the calendar on the
page below. As last year,
we are offering advance
order copies at £10 up to
3rd December. £12

Fife Council Bin
collections Kingsbarns

13/12 Blue bin
20/12 Green bin
27/12 Brown/Blue bin

Advent Reflections Peter Nielsen

The Narrative we Inhabit

We all live inside a story. Personally, we have scripts
we live by – often stories we have been told about
ourselves, or that we tell ourselves, for good or ill. As
a society we are shaped by the stories of our history,
and our dreams (or nightmares!) we have the future
of our world.

These days we tend to resist “Big Stories” about the
world, and prefer to construct our own narratives, out
of our own “truth”, wrapped up in the identity politics
of race and gender.

The Apostle John begins his Gospel affirming that
there is a truth that holds everything in the universe
together. He uses the Greek word, “logos”, which can
mean word, or reason or meaning. “In the beginning
was the Word….” This Word was God. Everything
that was made was made by this mysterious Word –
an underpinning Reality that holds everything
together.

That should make us stop and marvel in silent
wonder. He goes on to say that this Word became a
human being and lived among us, full of grace and
truth. As his Gospel unfolds, we discover his is
talking about Jesus Christ who puts a human face to
the invisible God. Wonder what God is like? Take a
long look at Jesus.

If that is true, then he is the gateway to the greatest
story we could ever inhabit – God’s story.

Kingsbarns Parish Church

All are welcome at this friendly village church. Sunday
services are at 10.00 am each week. For more information

please contact Rev. Wotherspoon,
07711706634,
wotherspoonrig@btinternet.com
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Material for inclusion in Kingsbarns Eagle should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on
Wednesday 5.00pm for publication in Friday issue. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are
those of the author, and not of Crail Matters or Kingsbarns Eagle. We reserve the right to edit copy for
length and style. Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2022: Editorial Team:
Julie Middleton, Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Gordon Baxter, Mary Butler. Phone contact
07391986293.

Could you make Crail Matters and The
Kingsbarns Eagle even better?

We want to improve and
extend the range of material
we publish, and to do that
we need your help. We
urgently want young (and
not so young)
correspondents to cover
news and current events in
Crail – we especially would
like young people and

someone from Kingsbarns. Would you like to do
this? Please contact us on crailmatters@gmail.com
– we would be delighted to hear from you.

We also want to introduce a regular Gaelic
language column. If you could contribute or help
us to develop this, please contact us at
crailmatters@gmail.com.

Gaelic speakers
There will be a meeting for lunch onWednesday,
14th December 2022, at Hayfield Community Café at the
Hayfield Community Centre, Hayfield Road, Kirkcaldy,
for 12 noon for lunch.

Minority Ethnic 60+ and Companion Support network
brings together speakers of many minority languages
within Fife and the hope is that it can support older Gaelic
speakers to continue to use their Gaelic in the community
more often. You may be the isolated Gaelic speaker, or
you may be a speaker or learner with some time and could
offer some friendship and conversation. Pop along on the
14th and find out more. For catering - contact Louise.
Telephone 01592 645 310
Email: Louisa@centreforequalities.org.uk

Publication Dates over Christmas
There will be no Crail Matters and Kingsbarns Eagle
published on 23 and 30 December, with the first issue
of the New Year on 6 January 2023. The deadline for
receipt of copy for the issue of 6 January will be
6.00pm 4 January.


