
 

The Heating Challenge 2023 

Co-op nationwide has designated £1,000,000 for 
Community Halls to receive up to £3,000 

funding to help keep these spaces useable.  

£3,000 has been allocated to Crail Community Hall, 
but the community needs to donate to release the 

funds.  

So far we have only accessed £904 of the £3,000 Co-op 
Funding.  

Please help us by donating at… 
www.crowdfunder.co.uk 

Click Explore  
Add Location Crail UK, 

Then select The Heating Challenge  

CRAIL MATTERS
20 January Issue No. 292 Free - donations welcome -

suggested donation £2.00
www.crailmatters.com

Free bulky uplifts for residents
FromApril, residents will benefit from having their
unwanted bulky household waste items uplifted free of
charge. This service collects bulky household items - such
as couches and mattresses - that are too big to fit into a
wheeled bin and cannot be transported to a recycling
centre. The free of charge bulky uplift service is designed
to help people who cannot take their non- recyclable and
unwanted items to a recycling centre or recycling point,
either because the item is too large or they have no means
of transport. Bulky uplifts will continue to be ordered
online via www.fife.gov.uk/bulkyuplift and the current
points system will continue to be used. Uplifts will be
scheduled on a first come first served basis and 180
booking slots will be available on a daily basis to manage
demand across Fife. The list of items that can be uplifted
will remain the same and black bag landfill material will
continue to be accepted.

Denburn
On Friday 13th you may have seen a team of tree
surgeons working on the huge Wych elm just inside the
Denburn gate. Parts of the tree had died and presented a
danger to Denburn House. These branches have been cut
back along with some of the branches which were
obscuring the streetlight. With luck, the tree, which is
very old, will survive for another few years.

Would you like to work with us?

Crail Matters wants to extend its news and events
coverage of Crail and District. Would you like to
review events for us? Would you like to contribute
to the material we publish or work with us in other
ways? If you feel you would like to join us, contact
crailmatters@gmail.com. We will pay associated
expenses.

Managed to grab a quick snap of Fife Nessie as she sprinted

across the rocks in front of me after a seal! Didn’t know Scotland

had more than one Nessie! Colin Morrison

Stop Press
The Co-op have decided to increase their support
through the Warm Spaced Funding Boost. All
projects will receive a £500 bonus pledge this
week, and the maximum amount that each project
can receive from the live match funding
is increasing to £5,000. This means that you could
receive a total of £5,500 from The Co-op Warm
Spaces Boost. The live match funding will continue
as it has been, but will now stop when you reach a
maximum of £5,500 of total funding from The Co-
op Warm Spaces Boost, rather than £3,000.
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Worship Resources

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate North, Crail.
Refer to web site http:// www.stjamesparishstandrews.
org.uk
Sunday Mass changed from 8.45am to 9.00am

St John’s Episcopal Church,Marygate, Pittenweem.
Holy Communion on Sundays at 11.30. The church is
open every day. St John’s is a drop off point for East
Neuk Food Bank.

Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem.
Our Sunday service and Sunday School is at 10.30am
each Sunday. All Welcome! Service also available
online. http:// coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk For
urgent pastoral needs please contact 01333 312041
pastor_ccc@btinternet.com

Kilrenny Parish Church
Sunday services are at 9.45am each week. Services are
recorded, and are available on the church website, along
with additional information on events. Church
Website:- https://e-voice.org.uk/kilrenny/

Kingsbarns Parish Church,
All are welcome at this friendly village church. Sunday
services are at 10.00 am each week. For more
information please contact Rev. Wotherspoon,
07711706634,
wotherspoonrig@btinternet.com

Crail Parish Church
Our interim moderator is now Revd. Nigel Robb
who acted in that role before. Our Locum is the
Revd. Scott Burton who can be contacted at
07776 212726. This is a part time position.
Services
22nd January – Revd. Scott Burton
29th January – Revd. Scott Burton
Services in Crail throughout 2023 will be at 10.00 am
and at 11.30 a.m at St. Ayle.

Messy Church. The next session will be on Wednesday
25th January in the Kirk Hall between 4.30 and 6.00pm.

Chatbite –. Every Wednesday in the Kirk Hall from
10am to 12pm. Come along and enjoy home baking
and hospitality for £2.50. All welcome. Cost £2.50.

Prayer Group – Will resume on 19th January at St.
Ayle, Anstruther at 10.15 am.

Mobile Post Office - High Street South
Monday 1400-1545, Tuesday 1400-1545,

Wednesday 1400-1545
The Mobile Post Office will not be servicing Crail
next week, 23,24 and 25 January. Normal timetable

will resume Monday, 30 January.

Mobile
Library -

Marketgate
Crail

Thursday 1000
- 1100

Mobile Bank -
Marketgate

Crail
Thursday 1100-

1300
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Bin Collection
You can find your bin collection arrangements for
your address by consulting the web site https://www.
fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar

25 Jan Grey bin
1 Feb Blue bin
8 Feb Green bin
15 Feb Brown/Blue Bins
22 Feb Grey bin

Christmas Tree Recycling
Once again this year Bowhouse will be chipping and
composting Christmas trees. Once the compost is ready
it will be used on the plots and land around Bowhouse,
reintroducing the carbon stored in the tree back to the
soil.
Drive around to the back of Bowhouse where you will
see a stack of potato boxes and the designated
'Christmas Tree drop off point'. Add your tree to the
already existing pile of greenery. Please ensure your tree
is free from all decorations and plastic. Please drop your
tree off no later than the 23rd of January.

Coastline Friendship Club

All welcome for a free 
bowl of soup, home-baking 

and a blether!

Meets every two weeks 
on Friday
11.30-13.30
Crail Community Hall

20 January
3 February
17 February
3 March

Coastline Community Church
Charity no. SCO 00433 
tel  01333 312041 
info_coastline@btinternet.com
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Comedy Night - Featuring Jay Lafferty & Chris
Forbes

Saturday 11 February 2023 - From 8 pm until 10 p

Crail Community Hall has secured two great Scottish
Comedians to bring top comedy to Crail. Each will
perform a set of 40 minutes with a break between them to
allow the audience to recover from the non-stop hilarity.

Jay has been performing comedy since 2005 working all
over the UK as well as performing in New York, Los
Angeles, Toronto, Reykjavik and Amsterdam. An
experienced compere and stand-up Jay has an easy
manner on stage, instantly connecting with her audience –
whether a rowdy group of stags and hens or a serene
ladies luncheon.

The girl next door persona allows her to get a way with
the darker jokes that punctuate her material. Her comedy
has been described as chocolate covered hand grenades.
Don’t be mistaken Jay’s personality can melt butter –
sometimes by using a flamethrower. Clever material
delivered with effortless charm and packing a bite every
bit as bad as its bark.

An experienced writer and performer Jay has worked on a
number of hit BBC Scotland and BBC Four radio shows
and one of the longest running panelist on Radio
Scotland’s Breaking The News. Jay also secured a small
part on Season 2 of The Comedy Unit’s hit BBC1 show
Scot Squad.

*****‘Engages her audience with such playfulness and
genuine curiosity we have no choice but to cling to her
every word.’ EdFest Magazine

**** ‘Warm, wise, witty and occasionally waspish’ The
Scotsman

‘Cuddly one sec, cruel the next, this comic will have you
open-mouthed in amazement' The List

Star of BBC’s Scot Squad and award winning comedian,
Chris Forbes is one of the most in demand comics in
Scotland. As well as being a regular on the UK comedy
circuit, Forbes has gigged all over the world and
supported Kevin Bridges on tour. Chris is an experienced
host for corporate events and also an accomplished after
dinner speaker.

Chris’s other TV credits include Jonathan Creek and
Mountain Goats on BBC One and Only An Excuse on
BBC Scotland. He also featured in BBC Three’s Badults
and received a BBC commission for his much praised
comedy character, Damien Crow. Chris is one third of the

                  

Burns Supper 

Saturday 21st January 

Kingsbarns Memorial Hall 

at 7.00 pm 

Good food, music, poetry and song 

BYOB 

RAFFLE  

Come and enjoy! 

Tickets £10 from Margaret Bell 01334 880216, Chris 

Moodie 01334 880497 & Elibby Spittal 01334 880387 

critically acclaimed sketch group, How Do I Get
Up There? who also had their own TV Sketch
show on BBC Scotland. Forbes is a regular
panelist on BBC Radio Scotland's award winning
satirical news quiz, Breaking the News.

‘Brilliantly observed...laugh out loud stuff…A
natural comedian.' - Herald

‘He’s brilliant company – honest, insightful, very
funny.' - Scotsman
Tickets £12 BYOB Pre-booking required through
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/crail-community-
partnership

Letter to the Editor

During the last 12 months someone has been leaving their
chicken carcasses and odd meat and bones on the grassy
area at the top of Lamont Terrace and the start of
Felkington Avenue. This has happened 5/6 times and
although this might be based on good intentions it is a
health hazard and more importantly a dog could die if
they chewed and swallowed any of the chicken bones.
Please can I politely ask you to refrain from doing so in
the future.
Crail Resident (name and address supplied).

A rare opportunity!! Only 1 left!!!!!!
We understand the
Crail Seagull has
arranged for a
limited edition
mug to be
produced priced at
£10 each. These
are available from Crail Matters - write to:
crailmatters@gmail.com
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Wild Crail
Will Cresswell

Photos John Anderson

Grey Wagtail

I improved my time from breakfast table to Fife Ness on the morning of the 14th – less than 10 minutes – but sadly not
quick enough to connect with a grey phalarope that plopped down in front of the hide at 09:06 that morning. January grey
phalaropes tend to just pass by, dropping into the water for a minute or two before heading off, so it was a long shot. But
you have to try. I had a nice seawatch for 30 minutes in any case with good numbers of razorbills, guillemots, kittiwakes,
fulmars and gannets passing. There were a couple of red-throated divers on the sea and a black-throated diver heading into
the Forth.

It remained quiet out at Fife Ness and Balcomie last week. Just a single bar-tailed godwit amongst the oystercatchers on
the 13th. I headed to Cambo last Saturday for a change. Lots of redwings in the woods, thirty sanderlings on Kingsbarns
Beach, and red-breasted mergansers and goldeneye in the surf. This winter has been the best for redwings – and also
fieldfares and mistle thrushes – for a long time, perhaps the best ever.

On the 15th I walked the loop from Boarhills through Kittock’s Den and back along the coastal path past Buddo Rock.
Kittock’s Den was its usual soggy self. Full of winter damp and quiet flocks of tits and blackbirds with not enough daylight
or warmth to do anything but feed. Woodcocks (or the same woodcock) popped up in front of me periodically flying down
the path through the trees to another bit of wet woodland. I kept on noticing piles of blackbird feathers. The accumulated
sparrowhawk kills of a winter’s worth of hunting. The autumn big flocks of blackbirds have moved on as the hawthorn
berries were finished but they have left behind a legacy of blackbird focused sparrowhawks that the residents then have to
live with (die with!) for the rest of the winter.

Down at burn mouth at the end of the den were two greenshanks. Last winter it was just one. Numbers along this shore
continue to go up each winter. I displaced one from its usual pools as I sat and drank coffee on the beach, causing trouble
because it was then chased away by its neighbour as it flew into its territory. Many waders are territorial, and greenshanks
seem to be the same on rocky shores. Like redshanks, they flock up and roost together at high tide, but at low tide they
defend their patch of shore vigorously. A wader like a greenshank will come back to its winter territory every year until it
dies, and this might be ten years for a typical bird (although the longevity record is 24 years). I have watched a greenshank
at the exact same spot on the shore at Kittock’s Den in January for the last couple of years and it will be almost certainly
the same bird.

The flock of brent geese I first saw at Boarhills on Jan 2nd is still in the area (but one field over now, next to Fairmont golf
course). The flock is now up to 26 brents with five or so greylag geese with them. I had a closer look this time and found
at least two dark-bellied brent geese amongst the pale-bellied birds. John Anderson was taking photos at the same time
and found three birds. We usually have pale-bellied brent geese (as the name suggests they have pale grey flanks and
white bellies) wintering with us – these birds breed in Spitsbergen. Dark-bellied brent geese (sooty grey flanks and black
bellies) that breed in Siberia tend to winter further south in East Anglia and I have only seen them a few times on the
Crail patch. It was interesting to have them side by side to compare and contrast. The differences are actually quite subtle
and pale-bellied brents can look quite dark-bellied depending on the angle they are facing when you look at them, and the
direction of the light.

Sanderling

Sparrowhawk

Pale and dark bellied brent geese
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CRAIL HOSPITAL CAR SERVICE

Please help us.
The Crail Hospital Car
Service was established 40
years ago to provide door to
door transport to hospital or
other medical facilities like
doctor’s or dental surgeries, opticians and so
on, for those in our community who need help
getting to appointments.

For this to work, we need to maintain a pool
of volunteer drivers who are prepared to give
up a little of their time to help their fellow
residents. The Covid pandemic and its effects
have adversely affected our numbers, so we
are now in desperate need of new volunteers
to help sustain this worthwhile community
service. Without your help we may not be able
to sustain this important and vital cause. If you
own a car and feel that you might be able to
help, please contact me as soon as possible to
find out more.

Peter Salkeld
01333 451165

peterjsalkeld@gmail.com

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rainbows and Brownies 
Mondays 5.30-6.45pm.  Legion Hall. 

 

for girls aged 5-9 
crafts, games, badges, baking etc 

(girls from Kingsbarns and other surrounding areas are very welcome to join!) 
 

email: CrailBrownies@yahoo.com 
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Gaelic Walks
The first Gaelic Walks of the New Year will be on Friday 3rd February 10:30- 12:00 at Lades Brae in St Andrews. This
walk will be of Green Week in St Andrews, and in partnership with Coast and Countryside Trust. As ever, the spaces are
free, but you do need to book in advance. Bookings are via eventbrite Gaelic and Greenspaces Winter Wander - Fife
Coast & Countryside Trust (fifecoastandcountrysidetrust.co.uk)
For more information on Gaelic in Fife, go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ch229Z0SZ4s

The Dogs Trust

The Dogs Trust, the UKs largest dog welfare charity, has
recently employed Megan Wilkinson as a Home-from-
Home Coordinator. This means she runs the fostering
scheme whereby unwanted dogs are placed into
temporary homes with foster carers, until a new forever
home is found. This scheme is successful nationwide, but
the exciting news is that it is now active in Fife.

Foster caring is the perfect way for dog lovers who are
not in a position to adopt a dog of their own, experience
the joy of looking after a dog whilst also preparing that
dog for its new home. Not only does it benefit the carers,
but it helps support people otherwise struggling to find
somewhere to rehome their dog.

The scheme’s success wholly relies on having a great
bank of foster carers and the Dogs Trust are looking to
recruit as many suitable carers as they can. If this is
something you can help with, we would be so grateful.
Megan Wilkinson
Home from Home Coordinator Dundee

Megan.Wilkinson@dogstrust.org.uk
M: 07918606722

Follow us on Instagram and Twitter
https://www.instagram.com/dt_dundee/

https://twitter.com/DT_Dundee_

Dogs Trust – A dog is for life®

Safer Internet Day 2023

Safer Internet Day 2023 will take place on the 7thof
February 2023, with celebrations and learning based
around the theme ‘Want to talk about it? Making
space for conversations about life online’.
In the UK, we are celebrating by putting children
and young people’s voices at the heart of the day
and encouraging them to shape the online safety
support that they receive.
That is why we are asking parents, carers, teachers,
government, policymakers, and the wider online
safety industry to take time to listen to children and
young people and make positive change together.
This year we are hoping to answer the following
questions:

What issues really matter to children and
young people?

What changes do they want to see?
How can we all work together to advocate

for them moving forward?
With your help, Safer Internet Day 2023 can be a
springboard for conversations that shape how we
talk about and respond to online issues, not just for
one day, but throughout the whole year.

How to talk about difficult topics
As your children get older, wanting more
freedom online is natural. There will soon come
a time when they’re using the internet
independently on a daily basis, for example
when it comes to researching homework or for
interacting with friends. Children and young
people may also use the internet to seek
answers to questions that they’re not
comfortable talking about with an adult, and
this can raise the need to have conversations
about some difficult topics.
Often these conversations can be planned for,
but with online content being so accessible,
occasionally they may be needed earlier than
anticipated. Talking about serious issues can be
a daunting prospect, but it’s important to
remember that as parents and carers you are the
best people for your children to talk to.
If you need to talk about something difficult
with your child, try to:

Plan what you want to say in advance,
and seek support and information if needed so
that you feel prepared.

Choose a moment when there are no
other distractions and you are not rushed for
time, but acknowledge that they might not feel
ready to speak straight away.

Consider the best approach to
anticipate how your child might react. You
might want to directly explain the concerns that
led to the conversation, or feel that asking some
broader questions might be more suitable in the
first instance.

Give your child time to process what
you are saying and share their thoughts, without
interruption or blame. Listen carefully to any
confusion or concerns.

Share your own experiences if you
can. Were you ever in a similar situation and
how was it resolved?

Reassure them you are always there to
help and even if you don’t know the answers,
you can find these out together.

Get support quickly if they need it.
This might be from family, friends, your child’s
school or other agencies.

We are a partnership between Childnet
International, Internet Watch Foundation and
South West Grid for Learning.
https://saferinternet.org.uk/



The Crail Seagull has its eye on you
СЛАВА УКРАЇНІ ! / GLORY TO UKRAINE !

I bet you’ve never seen anything like this. My cousin
Herbert sent me this Whatsapp last week from Chile
(he’s the rather handsome seagull in a sort of Latin
American way 4th
down looking into the
camera). Stood at the
end is his friend
Alfonso, a Pelican!
Herbie (as we call
him) lives in
Valparaíso. I’m sure
Will Cresswell could
tell us if there are any
Pelicans round here (I
doubt it unless in
Edinburgh Zoo), but
Alf (as we call him)

gets on very well with Herbie and apparently he’s a great
fisherbird.
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council

Contact: crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com
for further information

The next Community Council meeting will be held 7.15pm 30 January, 2023, in The Town Hall

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on
Wednesday 5.00pm for publication in Friday issue. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are
those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style.
Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2023: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton,
Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Mary Butler. Phone contact 07391986293. We are regulated by
IMPRESS, but initial complaints must be made to us. You can view our complaints procedure at
crailmatters.com.

We invite residents of Kingsbarns to contribute material (comment, pictures, news items, etc.).

Re vandalism and anti-social behaviour in Crail

The Community Council wish to emphasise that the appropriate response in the event of an incident
however small involving you, or a neighbour, is to immediately call Police Scotland and report the

incident - phone 101 or 999 in an emergency.

AGENDA

Welcome &Apologies

Minutes of meeting held on 28th November 2022
Matters Arising
- Notice board removal – DJ
- information about scam workmen – MT &AH
- reporting of light out in Denburn dip – EH
- path by Brandy burn – DJ
-Warm Scots information – Cllr AH
- pressing Fife council for more information on
Hendersons investments (what is their mandate and what
are their fees)

- SDRS 3rd party operators information AH
- Advising the community about next years community
council elections - DJ/MT

Chairman’s report

Treasurer’s report & new bank signatories.

Update – Crail Community Partnership

Items for Discussion
1) Scotland Deposit Return Scheme update.

AOCB


