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House Short or Long Term Let
The property is located at Ribbonfield steading, about 1.5
miles from the village. New property completed in 2021,
private location, four bedrooms with large garden and
ample parking. Garden area includes hot tub and BBQ
area. Available for both holiday bookings and longer term
lets. For further details go to www.heatherhousecrail.
co.uk.

Coastline Friendship Club

All welcome for a free 
bowl of soup, home-baking 

and a blether!

Meets every two weeks 
on Friday
11.30-13.30
Crail Community Hall

20 January
3 February
17 February
3 March

Coastline Community Church
Charity no. SCO 00433 
tel  01333 312041 
info_coastline@btinternet.com

Lunch Club Crail
The RVS (formerly WRVS) currently run lunch clubs in the
East Neuk as well as other areas in North East Fife,.
Our East Neuk clubs are in Cellardyke Church hall on
Thursdays 12.30-2.30 and in St Monans, Church Hall, on
Wednesdays, 10.30-1.30.
These groups are very popular with 40 folk regularly
attending Cellardyke and 18 St Monans.
A two-course lunch is provided, and we also provide an
activity for those who come along. These activities vary,
quizzes, tabletop games, indoor curling, talks and other
entertainment.

We will be starting a lunch club in Crail on Friday
10th March, these will be run fortnightly, alternating with
Coastline Church’s Friendship club, ensuring that there is
something every week for Crail residents to attend.
Our Crail club will run from 10.30 until 1.30 in the
Community Hall.

The food is supplied by the kitchens at the Waid and gets
many compliments , there is a suggested donation of £3 to
cover the cost of the meal, but this will not be implemented
until April.
The lunch clubs with activities are looked forward to in each
place as they encourage social interaction and provide a
varied programme each week.

If anyone would like to volunteer to help with the club, serve
up teas and coffees and the meals and tidy up afterwards, as
well join in with the activities, please get in touch.
Richard Wemyss
Phone : 07977 834610
Email: richard.wemyss@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk

Licence now approved by Fife council

Under the new short
term let rules David and
Carole Mackay are
pleased to advise that 74
NETHERGATE south is
now available for
bookings. Please
visit www.seahorsescrail.co.uk



2

Volunteering Opportunities
in Crail
Crail Community
Hall - Event
Technical Support
Throughout the year
many performance
events are hosted in
Crail
Community Hall for Crail Folk Club, Crail Festival
and some community hall concerts or events. These
events make use of the installed lighting and audio
systems, which we are very fortunate to have in our
wee burgh. There is a very small team of volunteers
that makes this all possible and we would like to
expand that team. Perhaps you have direct experience
with this sort of equipment in the past, or you have
always fancied getting behind the controls. Whichever
background, you would not be dropped in the deep-
end as we would work together to help performances
continue and develop.

If you are interested please contact
crailcommunityhall@gmail.com or phone 01333
450108

CRAIL COMMUNITY CHOIR
Crail Community Choir’s 2023 season starts on 13
February. We aim to promote community spirit, fun and
of course the pleasure singing together brings. There’s
no need to be able to read music but if you can it is
useful. This season the choir will be singing familiar
Movie songs from the past 100 years chosen by choir
members at a recent social event. We rehearse together
on Mondays from 7.30-9.00pm -this term in Crail
Church Hall. There are no auditions, and all levels of
experience are welcome This choir is for everyone and
anyone who wants to sing!

Dear Sr,
At the risk of being a Crailer butting my nose into Kingsbarns affairs, I wanted to comment on the suggested
etymologies of 'Kingsbarns' in last week's issue. Macbean's suggestion of a Gaelic origin for the name is quite
implausible. The place name - as 'Kyngis Bernis' - only appears at the beginning of the sixteenth century, by which point
Scots was the universal lingua franca of Fife, and means what it says: 'the king's barns'. Before that, the same land was
referred to as 'Northbarnis' to distinguish it from the other royal storehouses in and around Crail (readers familiar with
the lands of Barns just to the west of the village will note the retention of a similar place name there). Whether
Kingsbarns had an earlier Gaelic name which has been lost is a good question.

Kelsey Jackson Williams, Crail

Denburn Diggers
On Saturday 4th February the Diggers had their first session of the year. We had an excellent turnout thanks to our lovely
band of volunteers. There was plenty to keep us busy, clearing out dead leaves and vegetation from the planted areas.
This exposed the emerging bulbs to the light, so we should have a very good display.
It never ceases to amaze us how much litter and some unmentionable items there is to pick up. It would.d be very helpful
if people passing through discovered to use of the bins provided..
The wood is looking especially lovely, carpeted with snowdrops in full bloom, pussy willow emerging and verbena in
flower. Signs of spring to come.
As always, we meet on the first Saturday of the month at 10am. If you would like a free workout in the fresh air with a
break for a chat and excellent biscuits you know where to find us.
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Worship Resources

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate North, Crail.
Refer to web site http:// www.stjamesparishstandrews.
org.uk
Sunday Mass changed from 8.45am to 9.00am

St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate, Pittenweem.
Holy Communion on Sundays at 11.30. The church is
open every day. St John’s is a drop off point for East
Neuk Food Bank.

Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem.
Our Sunday service and Sunday School is at 10.30am
each Sunday. All Welcome! Service also available
online. http:// coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk For
urgent pastoral needs please contact 01333 312041
pastor_ccc@btinternet.com

Kilrenny Parish Church
Sunday services are at 9.45am each week. Services are
recorded, and are available on the church website, along
with additional information on events. Church
Website:- https://e-voice.org.uk/kilrenny/

Kingsbarns Parish Church,
All are welcome at this friendly village church. Sunday
services are at 10.00 am each week. For more
information please contact Rev. Wotherspoon,
07711706634,
wotherspoonrig@btinternet.com

Crail Parish Church
Our interim moderator is now Revd. Nigel Robb
who acted in that role before.

Services

12th February – Revd. John Duncan
19th February – Revd. David Scott
26th February – Revd. David Scott

Services in Crail throughout 2023 will be at 10.00 am
and at 11.30 a.m at St. Ayle.

Chatbite –. Every Wednesday in the Kirk Hall from
10am to 12pm. Come along and enjoy home baking
and hospitality for £2.50. All welcome. Cost £2.50.

Prayer Group – Will resume on 19th January at St.
Ayle, Anstruther at 10.15 am.

Mobile Post Office - High Street South
Monday 1400-1545, Tuesday 1400-1545,

Wednesday 1400-1545

Mobile
Library -

Marketgate
Crail

Thursday 1000
- 1100

Mobile Bank -
Marketgate

Crail
Thursday 1100-

1300

Comedy Night - Featuring Jay Lafferty & Chris
Forbes

Saturday 11 February 2023 - From 8 pm until 10 p

Crail Community Hall has secured two great Scottish
Comedians to bring top comedy to Crail. Each will
perform a set of 40 minutes with a break between them to
allow the audience to recover from the non-stop hilarity.

Jay has been performing comedy since 2005 working all
over the UK as well as performing in New York, Los
Angeles, Toronto, Reykjavik and Amsterdam. An
experienced compere and stand-up Jay has an easy
manner on stage, instantly connecting with her audience –
whether a rowdy group of stags and hens or a serene
ladies luncheon.

The girl next door persona allows her to get a way with
the darker jokes that punctuate her material. Her comedy
has been described as chocolate covered hand grenades.
Don’t be mistaken Jay’s personality can melt butter –
sometimes by using a flamethrower. Clever material
delivered with effortless charm and packing a bite every
bit as bad as its bark.

An experienced writer and performer Jay has worked on a
number of hit BBC Scotland and BBC Four radio shows
and one of the longest running panelist on Radio
Scotland’s Breaking The News. Jay also secured a small
part on Season 2 of The Comedy Unit’s hit BBC1 show
Scot Squad.

*****‘Engages her audience with such playfulness and
genuine curiosity we have no choice but to cling to her
every word.’ EdFest Magazine

**** ‘Warm, wise, witty and occasionally waspish’ The
Scotsman

‘Cuddly one sec, cruel the next, this comic will have you
open-mouthed in amazement' The List

Star of BBC’s Scot Squad and award winning comedian,
Chris Forbes is one of the most in demand comics in
Scotland. As well as being a regular on the UK comedy
circuit, Forbes has gigged all over the world and
supported Kevin Bridges on tour. Chris is an experienced
host for corporate events and also an accomplished after
dinner speaker.

Chris’s other TV credits include Jonathan Creek and
Mountain Goats on BBC One and Only An Excuse on
BBC Scotland. He also featured in BBC Three’s Badults
and received a BBC commission for his much praised
comedy character, Damien Crow. Chris is one third of the
critically acclaimed sketch group, How Do I Get Up
There? who also had their own TV Sketch show on BBC
Scotland. Forbes is a regular panelist on BBC Radio
Scotland's award winning satirical news quiz, Breaking
the News.

‘Brilliantly observed...laugh out loud stuff…A natural
comedian.' - Herald

‘He’s brilliant company – honest, insightful, very funny.' -
Scotsman
Tickets £12 BYOB Pre-booking required through https://
www.ticketsource.co.uk/crail-community-partnership

Bin Collection
You can find your bin collection arrangements for
your address by consulting the web site https://
www.fife.gov.uk/services/bin-calendar

15 Feb Brown/Blue Bins
22 Feb Grey bin
1 March Blue bin
8 March Green bin
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Wild Crail
Will Cresswell

Photos Will Cresswell

I got a phone call from Chris Broome first thing last Sunday morning (the 5th) to tell me that there was a young otter
wandering around Pinkerton. He had heard a plaintiff whistling call at 5 which he knew but couldn’t place directly. A bit
later when he saw an ottery shape shuffling through his front garden the penny dropped. It was a young otter, about half
grown, clearly lost and a bit distressed, calling for its mother. I was on my bike and over at Pinkerton with Chris in less
than five minutes. We could hear the otter calling – not particularly loud, but a piercing peep every few seconds – and we
followed it into his neighbour’s garden (no need to disturb the neighbours because it was Pinkerton, and a holiday
home…). I had a glimpse of something moving into the Pinkerton triangle (our first record of otter on our new bit of
community land!). Chris and I hadn’t meant to chase it there but it did make sense to move the otter back towards the shore
and away from the roads. Being hit by a car is pretty much the major source of mortality for otters (and badgers and foxes
and hedgehogs). The otter then worked its way along the top of the cliff at Roome Bay and then down the path towards
Sauchope, frightening a spaniel on the way. The spaniel’s owner was unsure what it was and I told her it was a young otter
we were trying to shepherd out of trouble. “I didn’t think they were that big” she said, and I explained it was a young one,
and an adult would easily be twice the size! This otter was about 80 cm long, maybe a bit larger, although a good bit of
this is was its thick, long tail.

I followed the otter down to Sauchope and along the top of the shore to make sure it made it safely out of town. The otter
kept calling to try to refind its mother, but this was unlikely to come for it in a busy place, so pointing the young otter well
away from Crail seemed a good idea. Initially it wasn’t very happy about me walking with it, and on one occasion when I
got within a few meters of it, it rolled on to its back and faced me, leaping forward slightly with a hiss and an open mouth
showing its rows of dagger like teeth (you need good teeth for slippery fish). I got the message and backed off. It may have
been lost but it wasn’t helpless and appeared fat, strong and healthy. Young otters stay with their mothers for a year.
Separations between mother and young happen accidentally during this long care period and they get back together by
calling to each other. I was reasonably hopeful that given time and space this one would be found by its mother.

I kept pace with the otter as it progressed through the caravan park, with the otter becoming less and less worried about
me. It then suddenly stopped and looked at me directly and started running towards me. My initial reaction was to run away
– quite instinctive as this mini-terrier sized animal raced at me. I stopped myself, thinking how ridiculous I was being, and
turned around. The otter kept coming straight at me, stopping at my feet. It put its front legs on my shoes, which it sniffed
for a little while before looking straight up at me and in the eye as if to say – “you are not my mother”. I watched in
disbelief. I have been very close to wild otters before but only through windows or in hides, and they have never reacted
to me except to move well away if they notice me. This time I was being watched closely, not the reverse. I felt strangely
disappointed that I had been found wanting by the otter, with the ridiculous Ring of Bright Water thoughts that I couldn’t
stop passing through my head - of adopting this young otter – being dashed almost as soon as I had them. The otter trotted
off, with a more relaxed air, to ferret a bit under a bit of caravan decking, before continuing east towards Kilminning. I was
left stunned. Time to go. I really couldn’t get a better wildlife experience than that and the otter was heading purposefully
in the safest direction. I was so thrilled I stopped everyone I met on the way home to tell them about it. Otters in Crail,
breeding otters near Crail, otter paws on my shoes!
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Rainbows and Brownies 
Mondays 5.30-6.45pm.  Legion Hall. 

 

for girls aged 5-9 
crafts, games, badges, baking etc 

(girls from Kingsbarns and other surrounding areas are very welcome to join!) 
 

email: CrailBrownies@yahoo.com 
 

Crail Folk Club

On 23rd we have Jocelyn Pettit and Ellen Gira with Miguel
Girao. A lively evening of music, song and dance! From the
West Coast of Canada, Jocelyn Pettit is a vibrant fiddle player,
stepdancer, and singer. As a 4-time Canadian Folk Music Award
Nominee (including 2023 “Solo Artist of the Year”), and
Western Canadian Music Award Nominee, Jocelyn has released
three albums,
including her
latest, Wind
Rose. She has
toured across
Canada and
internationally,
appeared on
national
television and
radio, and performed with The Chieftains. From the East Coast
of the USA, Ellen Gira is establishing herself as one of the most
versatile cellists in the Scottish and American Traditional music
scenes. Currently based in Glasgow, she has performed
throughout North America and the UK, collaborated and
recorded with numerous acclaimed traditional musicians, and is
undertaking doctoral studies in Trad Cello Pedagogy at the
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland. Originally from the
Portuguese Midlands, and now based in Glasgow, Miguel Girão
is an accomplished guitarist exploring musical traditions from
around the world. Moving between solo and collaborative
contexts, Miguel's dynamic playing is firmly rooted in the
traditional styles of Ireland and Scotland, with classical and
contemporary influences. His solo EP, The Courtly Seam, was
released in 2022

Tickets, videos and full details from http://www.crailfolkclub.
org.uk

Kingsbarns Distillery
Did you know that Kingsbarns Distillery offers
a ‘Pay What You Like’ tour on Sundays? If you
have never visited the distillery and would like
to come along to find out what we do here, and
to sample our whiskies, then why not book in –
we’d love to see you!
The Pay What You Like tour runs at 10.30am on
a Sunday, and is available to book through our
website – www.kingsbarnsdistillery.com - using
the discount code 𝐏𝐀𝐘𝐖𝐇𝐀𝐓𝐘𝐎𝐔𝐋𝐈𝐊𝐄𝟐𝟐 .
To book, you should reserve the Sunday
morning whisky tour, at 10:30am, and enter the
discount code upon checkout, which will reduce
the cost to zero. At the end of the tour, you will
have the opportunity to pay something towards
the cost of the tour, but only if you wish to. The
discount code is valid for Sunday morning tours
up to the end of March.
We look forward to welcoming you!

Crail Festival
2023

The Crail Festival Committee wishes Happy New
Year to All! We have been working hard to bring
you a great Festival for you this year, 19th July -

29th July.

We want to ask for anyone interested in
volunteering or even anyone wanting to join our
Committee to keep your eyes alert to this weekly

notice. We will be announcing "A Special
Meeting" in March. You will not want to miss.

ATTENTION ALL BOOKWORMS
One day sale of pre-loved books SUNDAY 19th
February Crail Town Hall ground floor 10am-
4pm. I look forward to seeing regular customers
and hopefully new ones. Profuse apologies for
absence on 1 January, I had a minor "bug" so had
to postpone my return to the Town Hall.
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RNLI Lifeguards Vacancies

The RNLI are looking for beach lifeguards this summer.
Our beaches include: Elie, Leven, St Andrews East
Sands, St Andrews West Sands, Burntisland, Aberdour
and Broughty Ferry. For more information, go to rnli.
org/BeALifeguard

Vacancies area availabe for Grade 1 level Lifeguards -
Grade 1 opportunities are for those starting their career
on the beach. You will work as a lifeguard under
supervision. You are not required to have any prior
lifesaving experience. Grade 2 opportunities area also
available Grade 2 opportunities are for those who have
previously fulfilled the role of a lifeguard, with a
minimum of 300 operational hours experience. You will
have some knowledge of the beach and surf
environment, with good observation and
communication skills.

 

The Heating Challenge 2023 

Co-op nationwide has designated £1,000,000 for 
Community Halls to receive up to £3,000 

funding to help keep these spaces useable.  

£3,000 has been allocated to Crail Community Hall, 
but the community needs to donate to release the 

funds.  

So far we have only accessed £904 of the £3,000 Co-op 
Funding.  

Please help us by donating at… 
www.crowdfunder.co.uk 

Click Explore  
Add Location Crail UK, 

Then select The Heating Challenge  

Stop Press
The Co-op have decided to increase their support
through the Warm Spaced Funding Boost. All
projects will receive a £500 bonus pledge this
week, and the maximum amount that each project
can receive from the live match funding
is increasing to £5,000. This means that you could
receive a total of £5,500 from The Co-op Warm
Spaces Boost. The live match funding will continue
as it has been, but will now stop when you reach a
maximum of £5,500 of total funding from The Co-
op Warm Spaces Boost, rather than £3,000.

Seal doing yoga spotted at Kingsbarns. Colin Morrison

Who me? Colin Morrison
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Snowdrops and Spring bulbs in a
Scottish Garden

Tuesday 28th Feb: 
talk at 5.30pm

Meet for refreshments from
5pm

£12/ £9.50 for RHS members
and supporters.

To book please email
hello@cambogardens.org.uk

Includes entry to the garden
from 3pm

Recently retired from his role
as Property Manager and
Head Gardener at Branklyn
Gardens near Perth, Jim
Jermyn has had a long and
distinguished horticultural
career in Scotland. He was
Show Manager at Gardening
Scotland from 2000 to 2017
and prior to this (1979 – 1999)
he was the Proprietor of Edrom
Nurseries in Berwickshire, a
renowned nursery specialising
in alpine and woodland plants.
A regular lecturer and author,
he plans to write a book about
Branklyn and the Renton
family’s horticultural legacy
there.

We are delighted that Jim Jermyn is joining us here at the
Cambo Snowdrop Festival 2023 to discuss the thrills and
challenges of growing snowdrops and spring flowering bulbs in
our Scottish climate. 

Cambo Gardens | Kingsbarns | KY16 8QD | 01333 451040
www.cambogardens.org.uk 

www.cambogardens.org.uk

More details:
A Lecture by Jim Jermyn: Snowdrops
& Spring Bulbs in a Scottish Garden



The Crail Seagull has its eye on you

СЛАВА УКРАЇНІ ! / GLORY TO UKRAINE !

I’ve watched with great interest the state of the old tree in
Roome Bay Avenue that came down during the very bad
winds. I met a rather unpleasant mouse recently, who was
planning to move in to the tree stump (bad idea). Anyway, a
friendly sparrow told me there were efforts being made to
move it, so I went to watch, partly to pay respects, because
that tree was an old friend, but also to see what was happening
(as I do). Great efforts because it was a very big tree and it left
a very big stump, and quite respectfully done, despite all the
efforts. Imagine my surprise then when a few days later the
old owl who lives in Denburn (who I met on Marketgate in a
fair old tissy) told me that the stump had been
unceremoniously fly tipped at the top of Denburn. Maybe it’s
been moved when this is printed, but who knows with Fife
Council what they’ll do? Not the right place to leave it, and
not a nice end for an old friend.
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council

Contact: crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com
for further information

The next Community Council meeting will be held 7.15pm 27 February, 2023, in The Town Hall

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on
Wednesday 5.00pm for publication in Friday issue. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are
those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style.
Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2023: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton,
Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Mary Butler. Phone contact 07391986293. We are regulated by
IMPRESS, but initial complaints must be made to us. You can view our complaints procedure at
crailmatters.com.

Re vandalism and anti-social behaviour in Crail

The Community Council wish to emphasise that the appropriate response in the event of an incident
however small involving you, or a neighbour, is to immediately call Police Scotland and report the

incident - phone 101 or 999 in an emergency.

Who knows indeed what Fife Council will do. A road repair was done on Tuesday in
Roome Bay Avenue, almost opposite the damaged pavement where the old tree had been,
but no effort was made to reinstate the pavement. I suppose its asking too much to expect
coordination in these things. Probably the wrong form was filled in, or somebody had too
long a tea break………

Dog poo again!! I thought we’d cracked it because there has been less ‘evidence’ left
around. But no - walk around Crail and there’s lots. Nethergate seems to be suffering but
other areas are too. I know we Seagulls can be a bit bothersome, but we’re not that bad,
unlike the pigeons who are a law unto themselves (and very antisocial too)!! The tourists
will be back soon, so let’s try to keep the village clean.

Good grief!! Look what I saw the other
night, it looked like a city of light off Fluke

Dub so, in the morning, I took a swift swoop out to have a look (you probably
know by now that I am a very curious bird). It's a Crane Ship and is sailing under
the flag of the Bahamas, apparently, its carrying capacity is 31400 t DWT (dead
weight tons). So now you know.
I suppose it must have something to do with the Wind Farm, it will require a
pretty heavy lifting vessel to deal with the size of those turbines. It looks better in
the dark!

Do you think we’ll have another cold snap? Over the past few years if
my memory is correct (but I’m a bird of little brain) we’ve had some
cold and wet weather in February. My old father used to talk about
‘February fill-dyke, be it black or be it white’ - snow or rain filling the
dykes with water - lets hope not.


