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Fife Red Squirrel Group
Looking for Volunteers

The Fife Red Squirrel Group is
looking for new members to join
its committee. It’s a fairly small,
but dedicated group of
enthusiasts (36 paid up members
at the last count, paying just £5 a
year subscriptions). The group’s aim is to support the conservation of
red squirrels across the whole of Fife https://scottishsquirrels.org.uk/
network-directory/fife-public/

The committee is made up of five
people: Chair, Vice-chair,
Secretary, Treasurer, and Ordinary
Member. If they can’t get enough
people to fill the posts, the group
will have to be disbanded, and its
assets disposed of.

The group are planning to host a
meeting on Thursday 2nd March at
19:30 to discuss these issues. The
meeting will also provide an
opportunity for those people who

are interested in helping out to come forward. If you would like to
attend the meeting and/or discuss the various roles, please contact the
group via email fiferedsquirrels@gmail.com The location of the
meeting will be disclosed via email.

An apology
We are sorry that last week we didn’t
publish the correct url for the week’s Flip
issue. Generally speaking, our routines are
quite robust, but from time to time we fail
– sorry!!

You will have noticed that we have
launched a couple of new initiatives – the
Kingsbarns Eagle and the Pittenweem
Post. The former we feel is a community
investment. The latter is a joint venture
with the Pittenweem Library, where we
are pleased to offer assistance in
launching their own newsletter. Crail
Matters has also been invited to become a
member of ‘The Scottish Beacon’, a
national newspaper modelled on the US
concept of collaborative newsletters (see
page 2), and we are indexed by the Public
Interest News Foundation. We participate
in the recently established network of
local news organisations.

As you know, Crail Matters is entirely
dependent on volunteer support in two
ways:, voluntary donations and voluntary
contributors and editorial staff.

1. Our current donors are fantastic
– they have enabled us to continue to
distribute the free copies within Crail, and
to maintain the quality of what we hope is
a useful service to the Crail community,
and we want to thank them all for the
donations they make. But inevitably, we
do need more funding to continue – we
have to replace computers, our very old
printer, and to maintain subscriptions for
software as well as developing more
innovative ways of engaging with our
community. If you do not already do so,
can you donate to us? Go to www.
crailmatters.com to see how.

2. No-one in Crail Matters receives
any payment – we are run by volunteers.
But the work load we face is growing and
we urgently need to attract more people to
become involved – involved in
journalistic work (writing and submitting
stories, etc.), Editorial work (compiling
the newsletters) and production. Can you
help? It involves a modest time
commitment, but it is rewarding work. For
anyone contemplating or wishing to
develop a career in journalism, we can
offer very varied and relevant work
experience. Get in touch with us at
crailmatters@gmail.com if you are
interested.

House break-ins

3 properties have been broken into in Crail over the past week. The
target was not valuables in the house, but appears to be car keys/
keyless fobs taken with a view to theft of the vehicles. There have been
a series of vehicle thefts over the past months in the East Neuk, and the
events in Crail may be part of this. We understand the thieves had
broken through double gazing to get keys in one property, and opened
a window in another.

Some cars are more vulnerable than others - top spec Ford Focuses
have been popular targets lately. BMWs and Audis are always of
interest to criminals. We understand local police are contacting owners
of cars that are considered high risk.

These thefts are very sophisticated. Although some break into houses
for keys, others do not need to. The thieves have technology that will
read the code on the key fob when someone is pressing the infrared
lock/unlock button and from there they have all they need to access a
car at a later date and drive it away. It takes less than 2 minutes to
clone the coding of the keyless fobs.

We urge residents to be vigilant of people hanging about outside your
property as you approach/leave your car, and to securely store vehicle
keys in your property. It is not wise to leave keys visible at the door or
in the first drawer as you enter the house; this is the first place thieves
look. A sensible precaution is to invest in a Faraday bag to store your
key fobs. These block RF signals from both being sent and received to
an electronic device such as a mobile phone, car key or laptop; they are
readily available.
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Report a road or pavement fault,
including grit bins
Use the form (url below) to tell Fife
Council about any fault or problem you
spot on public roads and pavements.
You can also use this form to request
the refilling of grit bins.https://www.

fife.gov.uk/services/form-pages/report-a-road-or-pavement-
fault
To tell us about a lighting issue use the report a streetlight
fault form.
You'll need to know
- The fault or problem
- The exact location
There is an option to upload a photo of the fault or problem.
You can choose to sign in to your MyAccount before you
report the fault. If you sign in you can see details of the
report in your account and we can update you on your
report.

Have your say on the future direction of bus travel

PEOPLE in Tayside and Fife will be able to play their part in
shaping future bus services in the area when further
consultation gets underway later this month.
The Tayside Bus Alliance is holding public drop-in events in
Arbroath, Dundee, Perth and St Andrews to present its work
so far and gather views on what comes next.
The key aim of the Tayside Bus Alliance is the delivery of
targeted bus improvements such as bus priority measures,
route and network design enhancements, in addition to wider
measures to make bus services more attractive.
Priority measures can include bus lanes, junctions design and
access, as well as supporting measures, including better
service frequencies, routes, easier ticketing, bus vehicles and
stop facilities.
The Alliance is now undertaking a public consultation to get
views on the future direction of travel to improve public
transport regionally and make bus services better.
Public events are set to take place to improve travel by bus
across Tayside and North East Fife in February and March
2023.
Public drop-ins are open to everyone:

Public Drop-ins
Dundee
Dundee Central Library on 22 February between 10 and 6pm;
Perth & Kinross
Perth Civic Hall Perth & Kinross on 27 February between
9am and 5pm;
Angus
The Brothock Gallery in Arbroath Library on 1 March
between 11am and 6pm; and

North East Fife
St Andrews Bus Station, on the 2nd March between 10am
and 6pm

For those unable to attend the drop-in sessions, or would like
to provide more feedback, local people and businesses can
provide feedback by completing an on-line survey: available
at www.taysidebusalliance.co.uk/contact.
The Tayside Bus Alliance is an initiative between local bus
companies, councils, user groups and Regional Transport
Partnerships. The alliance covers
Perth & Kinross, Dundee, and the
commuting areas of Angus, and
Northeast Fife.
Press Enquiries can be addressed
to:
James Cooper 07311 651 698
Jamescooper@Tactran.gov.uk
www.taysidebusalliance.co.uk

The Scottish Beacon Collaborative Journalism
Project

Crail Matters/Crab Publishing has recently become
involved with the Scottish Beacon Collaborative
Journalism Project, the aim of which is to build a strong
collaborative framework to form a network that
strengthens the local news sector as a whole. It will bring
together the best stories published by Scotland’s
independent media in a curated new website and
newsletter that will feature the work of publishers from
across Scotland.
Scotland has a number of independently-run local
newsletters and magazines serving urban and rural
communities. At present, there is no Scotland-wide
network or organisation that exists to connect these
publishers. Along with Crail Matters, others participants
involved with the project are wide and varied, from
Shetland in the north down to the Borders. Some of the
other publishers are - Shetland News; Ileach (covering
Isla & Jura); The Clydesider Magazine; The Edinburgh
Reporter; The Hawick Paper; and a few others. Most are
regulated either by Impress or IPSO (Independent Press
Standards Organisation). While there is no in-depth
mapping of the Scottish independent local news
ecosystem, what is clear is that many are often propped
up by one or two people, who may or may not be getting
paid. Those individuals may retire, or take up other work,
making these publications vulnerable to closure. A major
source of frustration for many local publishers is how
statutory notices and government advertising spend often
goes to larger publishers. Collaboration should help
amplify calls for independent publications to access this.
Communities around Scotland are at risk of having no
local voice if work is not done to strengthen their
sustainability. This collaborative project will allow
independent news publishers in Scotland to work
together in a way which will strengthen both individual
organisations and the sector as a whole, while creating a
new, and much needed, news publication.

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rainbows and Brownies 
Mondays 5.30-6.45pm.  Legion Hall. 

 

for girls aged 5-9 
crafts, games, badges, baking etc 

(girls from Kingsbarns and other surrounding areas are very welcome to join!) 
 

email: CrailBrownies@yahoo.com 
 

The Queen’s
Jubilee cherry
tree planting
was finally

completed this
week.

4 additional
cherry trees
planted with

grateful thanks
to Crail

Community
Council for

funding these.
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Fife School Holidays

Easter holiday: Friday, March 31, 2023
– Friday, April 14, 2023
Public holiday: Monday, May 1, 2023
Public holiday: Monday, June 5, 2023
In service day: Tuesday, June 6, 2023
Summer holiday: Monday, July 3, 2023 – Tuesday, August
15, 2023
October holiday: Monday, October 9 – Friday, October 20,
2023
In service day: Friday, November 10, 2023
Christmas holiday: Thursday, December 21, 2023 –
Wednesday, January 3, 2024

Fife Council is consulting on the Local Transport
Strategy for Fife 2023-2033. We invite
you to have your say on our priorities
and ambitions by completing our
survey.

The Local Transport Strategy sets out
our vision for fair, sustainable access for all and a
proposed action plan for the next ten years.

Details of the consultation events, as well as a link to the
survey, are on our web page: www.fife.gov.uk/
transportstrategy
- Paper copies are available at Fife Council Customer
Service Centres
- Consultation closes Sunday 2 April

  8 & 9 April
11 am – 4 pm

Crail Community Hall 
www.crailcommunityhall.co.uk

Visit our Craft and Food 
Stalls and enjoy some 
refreshments in our Cafe

Crail Rowing Club
Cheese & Wine Evening

Friday 17 March, 7.30pm
Crail Town Hall, Marketgate

Everyone welcome!

Tickets £10 

Available from club members, 
Green's or David Jerdan
Tel. 01333 450797 · 07470 505942

crailrowingclub.weebly.com
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Crail Preservation Society (SC016960)

Crail Preservation Society (CPS) is an organisation that reached the grand old age
of 63 years in September 2022.

The overall objectives have remained largely unchanged; that is to preserve the
architecture, historic character and ambience of the Royal Burgh of Crail, also to
improve the amenity of Crail and to co-operate with the Trustees of Crail Museum.
Crail Museum grew within CPS until becoming an independent trust in 1993 CPS
is the custodian of properties that have been bought or given as transfers, gifts and
bequests to CPS since the 1960's. These include; Denburn Park, The Doocot,
Memorial Garden (in Denburn), Triangle Park, 62 Marketgate, 64 Marketgate, Part
of Denburn Wood, Pinkerton Wood and most recently the Doocot pathway. CPS
along with Crail Museum and a small army of volunteers look after these special
features within Crail.

CPS has a respected advisory role when reviewing Fife Council planning applications and will comment on or object to proposals
that do not maintain or enrich the architecture and historic atmosphere of Crail.

CPS has completed a number of projects that help us fulfil the CPS objectives:
• Doocot Restoration - with funding from the CPS reserves, supported by Grants from Historic Environment Scotland, the
Heritage Lottery Fund, the Crail Common Good Fund and the Helen Main Fund. ~£140,000. (Annual maintenance estimated to
be >£2,000).
TheCrail Kirkyard Flyer information sheet was completed in 2020. Offered free to visitors.Crail Kirkyard - Mural Monument
Conservation - initially supported by The Pilgrims Trust to develop the Kirkyard Monument Conservation Statement.
Delivering the Conservation Statement to Fife Council triggered a major amount of Kirkyard conservation work carried out by
Fife Council, completed in 2021.
The first CPS Kirkyard project the Lumsden Monument conservation work was completed in the summer of 2022. ~£45,000.
Mercat Cross restoration. Started in 2021 and completed in the spring of 2022. ~£25,000.
Crail Preservation Society continues to thrive because of the willingness of volunteers to work towards our objectives and the
financial contributions that are collected through bequests, memberships, donations or fund raising. Please help us keep working
towards our objectives and financially support Crail Preservation Society.

Please join CPS as a member or renew your membership using our new Online Membership portal at
https://membermojo.co.uk/crailpreservationsociety or call 01333 451150 if you would like to receive a membership form.

CRAIL FESTIVAL 2023

Dates for your diary ....19 - 29 July 2023

Following the huge success of the Crail Festival in 2022, the
committee has been hard at work preparing for 2023. We can
now tell you about some activities, and our website will be
updated with full details from Saturday, 25th February 2023
(www.crailfestival.org).

There will be the same wide array of events, including a
Street Market on Saturday 22nd July, and the Arts Exhibition
running throughout in the Town Hall. The Crail Festival
putting green will be open for most of the summer.

Tickets for adult events go on sale from 7am on Saturday
25th February via our website. An allocation of tickets will
also be sold directly from the Golf Hotel from May – dates
to be confirmed.

Let's pick out some 2023 Crail Festival highlights for you:

Adult Events
- Illyria will be returning to the Castle Grounds with
someone slightly different this year: Robin Hood... riding
through the glen!
- James Grant (ex-Love & Money and Celtic
Connections favourite) will be appearing with his four-piece
string quartet, The Hallelujah Strings. This will surely be one
of the highlights of the Festival
- McFleetwood will be taking you back to the 70s
with their fantastic tribute act
- Kammer Orchestra (from Germany) will fill Crail
Church with amazing classical music
- The Cairn Street Quartet will transport you on a

journey of film and classical music at Holy Trinity Church
- The Travelling Tent show will combine Jazz and
Blues
- The folk club has lined up two wonderful acts for
us: Liz Simmons and Flynn Cohen, as well as Dougie
Mackenzie and Brian Miller. That will be a great night.
- Plus a comedy night, a quiz night, a Rock and
Blues band and, last but not least...
- Our last night sees a Charity Ceilidh, raising funds
for Families First. A charity auction will raise funds for this
fabulous local cause that helps underprivileged children and
families. And we’ll have a jig of course!

Kids Events
All the Festival favourites are back, from cake making, to
pottery, to painting, to a morning at the movies. Beach
favourites return too, with the sandcastle competition,
crabbing and rock pool guddling, and the wonderful Zoolab
return with their educational fun. Tickets for kids events will
go on sale from the Golf Hotel Sales Days, and online
thereafter.

Art Exhibition
After such a tremendous exhibition from our amazing local
artists in 2022, we are hoping to make it even better this
year. Our team will be in contact with all the artists in the
next few weeks. If you would like to exhibit, please let us
know.

Street Market
More stalls, more food vans, and we have already booked the
sunny weather!

So please logon on Saturday, check out the events, and get
booking via www.crailfestival.org
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Visiting the fossils, exploring the folklore
Lisa Stoneman

I came to Crail three weeks ago to spend the first part of my sabbatical
semester writing and enjoying the natural beauty. Back home, in the Blue
Ridge Mountains of Virginia, I am a college professor. Though I specialize in
English education, I have been involved in a fossil-folklore research project
for the last 10 years, which is what first led me to Crail. Though I am the
folklore side of the project, I originally came to see the Lepidodenron fossils
near the beach as I was creating a travel course that included a stopover here.
My research partner, evolutionary biologist DorothyBelle (DB) Poli, joined
me on my second trip and we realized that the fossils were not just at the
shoreline, but had been used all around the village.

This 350 million-year-old plant fossil is the foundation of our hypothesis
that dragon folklore, specifically the appearance of the dragon’s outer, scaly
body, may have emerged from ancient people’s encounters with
Lepidodendron fossils. Interestingly, the mountain region that I call home –
the Blue Ridge and the Appalachians - is geographically linked to the land

masses in this area of the world as well, from a time when we
were connected as Pangea. I’d like to explain how this
project came about, progressed, and eventually led me back
to Crail for a couple of months.

I went to hear DB speak on Appalachian plants as I have
ancestral ties to the region and I teach a course using
Appalachian folklore. She related that Lepidodendron, a tree-
like specimen standing over 100 feet tall, released spores to
propagate. As with some other gymnosperms, these spores
were flammable. Picture a raging storm and a cloud of spores
blown into the air, ignited by a lightning strike, the explosion
burning all the vegetation in sight.

What does this
have to do with
Appalachian
plants? A very

small relative of the plant exists today in our
mountains. Lycopodium, often referred to
locally as running cedar, is only a few inches
high, but its spores are still flammable. In fact, it
was these spores which were used to cause the
red explosive cloud from which the Wicked
Witch of the West emerges in the Wizard of Oz

(1939).

In her talk, DB imagined ancient people,
seeking shelter in a storm, coming upon
a cave, Lycododium growing around its
entrance, and a fireball emerging. Inside
the cave, large leg-like, scaly structures are embedded in the rock, smaller charred
bits are on the ground. This is how Lepidodenron fossils appear in the
Appalachian Mountains as well as in the caves, mines, and open rock faces
thoughout Scotland, England, and Wales.

Listening to this story, I commented that people must have imagined dragons
living there, blowing their fire to ward off intruders. We laughed a bit, but we
couldn’t stop thinking about the idea, and within days we were intrigued enough
to start looking for any indication that these fossils might actually be near the
places dragon stories emerged. We soon had a cadre of students willing to map
fossil locations and to begin trying to isolate tale origins. Over time, maps were
created showing overlap between the fossils and the folklore. We concentrated
heavily on Great Britain, given its plethora of accessible folklore. Mainly driven
by our students’ work, we continue to document story and fossil locations near
mines and coastal regions.

I spend large parts of my days here rereading notes, piecing together project
details that became stagnant during the pandemic, and taking advantage of the
rare collections reading room at the University of St. Andrews. When DB arrives,

Lepido impression
Lepidodendron impression in stone.
Photo: Lisa Stoneman

Lepido Trunk Lepidodendron trunk. Photo: Virginia
Museum of Natural History

Lepido with root
Lepidodendron trunks with
roots, Fossil Grove, Victoria
Park, Glasgow. Photo: Lisa
Stoneman

Lyco Lycopodium. Photo: DB
Poli

Lepido Lepidodendron. Photo:
Virginia Museum of Natural
History
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we will begin documenting the Crail fossils in earnest, using a 3D
scanner to capture them in digital form. If you want to talk natural
history, we will be ones running around the village with an I-pad
and a notebook. In the meantime, I am reveling in the natural
beauty, the quiet, and the kindnesses I’ve already been shown by
several Crail folks. The fossils first brought me, but the magic of
the place made me want to stay for a while.

Sunrise at Crail, February 2023. Photo: Lisa
Stoneman

House of Commons
Digital, Culture, Media and Sport Committee

The future of minority languages in the British Isles and the
Government’s role in supporting and developing them is the subject
of a new inquiry from the DCMS Committee.
The DCMS Committee is inviting written evidence on the
following questions by 5thMarch 2023.
1. What are the key factors determining whether an
indigenous minority language thrives?
2. What lessons can be learned from countries whose
populations achieve widespread fluency in both a majority and
indigenous minority language?
3. What should be the criteria for judging whether a minority
language should receive official status?
4. What should be the role of the UK Government in
supporting and developing indigenous minority languages?
Written evidence can be submitted in a minority language but
must be accompanied with an English translation.

Hares next to Warsea Road Gordon Baxter
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Worship Resources

Most Holy Trinity Church on Westgate North, Crail.
Refer to web site http:// www.stjamesparishstandrews.
org.uk
Sunday Mass changed from 8.45am to 9.00am

St John’s Episcopal Church, Marygate, Pittenweem.
Holy Communion on Sundays at 11.30. The church is
open every day. St John’s is a drop off point for East
Neuk Food Bank.

Coastline Community Church, Pittenweem.
Our Sunday service and Sunday School is at 10.30am
each Sunday. All Welcome! Service also available
online. http:// coastlinecommunitychurch.org.uk For
urgent pastoral needs please contact 01333 312041
pastor_ccc@btinternet.com

Kilrenny Parish Church
Sunday services are at 9.45am each week. Services are
recorded, and are available on the church website, along
with additional information on events. Church
Website:- https://e-voice.org.uk/kilrenny/

Kingsbarns Parish Church,
All are welcome at this friendly village church. Sunday
services are at 10.00 am each week. For more
information please contact Rev. Wotherspoon,
07711706634,
wotherspoonrig@btinternet.com

Crail Parish Church
Our interim moderator is now Revd. Nigel Robb
who acted in that role before.

Services
26th February – Revd. David Scott
5th March - The Worship Team
12th March - Revd. Ewen Gilchrist

Services in Crail throughout 2023 will be at 10.00 am
and at 11.30 a.m at St. Ayle.

Guild – The next will be held in the Kirk Hall on 2nd

March at 2,00 pm. It will be a members’ afternoon.

Chatbite –. Every Wednesday in the Kirk Hall from
10am to 12pm. Come along and enjoy home baking
and hospitality for £2.50. All welcome. Cost £2.50.
Prayer Group – Will resume on 19th January at St.
Ayle, Anstruther at 10.15 am.

Mobile Post Office - High
Street South

Monday 1400-1545, Tuesday
1400-1545, Wednesday 1400-

1545

Mobile Library -
Marketgate Crail

Thursday 1000 - 1100

Mobile Bank - Marketgate
Crail

Thursday 1100-1300

Crail Bin Collection
You can find your
bin collection
arrangements for
your address by
consulting the web
site https://www.fife.
gov.uk/services/bin-
calendar

1 March Blue bin
8 March Green bin
15 March Brown
and Blue bin
22 March Grey bin
29 March Brown and
Blue bins

Lunch Club Crail
The RVS (formerly WRVS) currently run lunch clubs in the
East Neuk as well as other areas in North East Fife,.
Our East Neuk clubs are in Cellardyke Church hall on
Thursdays 12.30-2.30 and in St Monans, Church Hall, on
Wednesdays, 10.30-1.30.
These groups are very popular with 40 folk regularly
attending Cellardyke and 18 St Monans.
A two-course lunch is provided, and we also provide an
activity for those who come along. These activities vary,
quizzes, tabletop games, indoor curling, talks and other
entertainment.

We will be starting a lunch club in Crail on Friday
10th March, these will be run fortnightly, alternating with
Coastline Church’s Friendship club, ensuring that there is
something every week for Crail residents to attend.
Our Crail club will run from 10.30 until 1.30 in the
Community Hall.

The food is supplied by the kitchens at the Waid and gets
many compliments , there is a suggested donation of £3 to
cover the cost of the meal, but this will not be implemented
until April.
The lunch clubs with activities are looked forward to in each
place as they encourage social interaction and provide a
varied programme each week.

If anyone would like to volunteer to help with the club, serve
up teas and coffees and the meals and tidy up afterwards, as
well join in with the activities, please get in touch.
Richard Wemyss
Phone : 07977 834610
Email: richard.wemyss@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk

Coastline Friendship Club

All welcome for a free 
bowl of soup, home-baking 

and a blether!

Meets every two weeks 
on Friday
11.30-13.30
Crail Community Hall

3 March
17 March
31 March
14 April

Coastline Community Church
Charity no. SCO 00433 
tel  01333 312041 
info_coastline@btinternet.com



8

Wild Crail
Will Cresswell

Photos Will Cresswell

Not all weekends can be exciting, and particularly in February, in very dreich weather. Everything was much the same last
weekend as it has been all winter in Crail and although the evenings are getting noticeably lighter it is still a month before
the first summer migrants start arriving back. On the 18th I walked around Crail – Roome Bay and Sauchope. There were
a couple of distant red-throated divers, grey wagtails and rock pipits on the beach, and the usual wader roost at Sauchope.
The numbers go up and down at Sauchope, particularly the golden plover. Last Saturday there were about 50 plovers,
spending more time flying about in a nervous flock than resting on the rocks. Less conspicuous were the purple sandpipers
and turnstones also among the rocks.

On the 19th I walked the loop from Kingsbarns to Kenly Water along the coast and back through Pitmilly. There was a
very large linnet flock in the game crop near the golf course, but no corn buntings until Boghall Farm. There are a lot of
fields there sown with grass and augmented with fodder beet for the many sheep on the farm this winter. And this is
working for the birds. Hundreds of fieldfares, corn buntings and a flock of 75 lapwing, as well as the usual large mixed
gull and crow flocks. The lapwings kept on flying up and towering in a dense flock that means a peregrine is about but there
were so many birds in the sky above the fields that I couldn’t find it. Later on, as I sat at Kenly Water, the lapwings gave
up on the fields for a while, coming down to roost on the rocky shore like golden plover. Coming back through Hillhead
Farm the muddy track had some great tracks on it: horses, dogs, fox and lots of badger with their distinctive wide pads,
five toes and deep claw marks well out to the front. You are always only a few meters away from where a badger has been
sometime in the last few days anywhere in the East Neuk. There signs are everywhere – footprints, poo, trails and setts. It
is amazing we see them so little except as corpses beside the road.

It was thirteen degrees on the 20th. The mildest day of the year so far and the frogs were out in force in my garden. A few
have been appearing in my pond for the last 10 days but serious numbers arrived this week with traffic jams on the patio.
Mid-February is when it usually kicks off with spawn appearing in another two to three weeks when the females turn up.

Frogs Feb 2023Badger track

Golden plover Feb 2023 Frogs Feb 2023
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 Newsletter Newsletter
Issue no 3/2023

Crail Community Hall - St Andrews Road – Crail - KY10 3UH 
crailcommunityhall@gmail.com  - https://www.crailcommunityhall.co.uk/

Welcome to the 
Crail Community Hall Newsletter 

The year is well under way now and our winter events have been a great success 
ranging from live guitar music, opera, comedy and classic. There has been something 
for everyone.

March sees our first two wedding of the season with more to follow from May through
to October. This is the major income stream for the hall and a great financial source 
which allows us to offer the hall at reduced rates for community activities.

Since the beginning of the year we have added Yoga and Barre classes, Pickleball and 
a lunch club provided by RVS to compliment community services available in Crail.
Further information on all of these is avaialble from our website. 
https://www.crailcommunityhall.co.uk/blog

Our popular Craft Fayre will take place on the Easter weekend. New artists and food 
stalls will join some old favourites. Monica is again running the cafe and will surprise 
with some new and exciting creations.

Join us and dance the night away with the most poular songs from 50s, 60s, 70s, 80s 
and some current highlights. Northern Lights are known for their wide repertoir of 
cover versions. They are a talented, all live four piece band with tons of experience and
unmatched musical professionalism. One of the best entertaining bands around.
The guys love what they do and it shows in every performance. Their good natured 
enthusiasm is contagious. Before you know it, you will be up on the dance floor, 
having a great time dancing to one of the hottest cover bands in the country. 

Our May highlight is our Fundraising Family Ceilidh for CHAS. Freereelin', a 3-piece 
ceilidh group of experienced traditional musicians, will provide the music. With their 
professional approach and passion for great music and fun, they ensure that this event 
will go with a swing. Their standard line up is fiddle, guitar and drums with an 
experienced caller and folk singer at the helm. They call and demonstrate all favourite 
ceilidh dances and a few less well known ones too. - A night not to miss!

Tickets for both events are available from https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/st-
andrews-road/crail-community-hall.

See you soon!   

Important Dates

25 February & 25 March 2023 
Quiz Nights

8-9 April 2023 – 11.00-16.00
Easter Craft and Food Fayre

15 April 2023 – 20.00–23.00
Party Night with Tribute Band 
‘Northern Lights’

13 May 2023 – 10.00–12.00
Air Ambulance –Coffee Morning

13 May 2023 – 19.00–22.30
CHAS Fundraiser-Family Ceilidh

Regular Events

Mondays - 11.00 
Yoga with Sue Jenkins 

Tuesdays - 17.00 
Barre Class with Alice Mooney

Tuesdays - 19.00 
Badminton & Table Tennis 
until 28/4/23

Wednesdays-9.15,10.30,11.40
Pilates with Judy Drew

Wednesday - 14.00 
Pickleball

2nd and 4th Thursday -  20.00
Folk Club 

Every two weeks alternating 
Fridays -11.30 – 13.30
Coastline Friendship Club from
20 January
10.30 – 13.30
RVS Lunch Club from 10 March
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The Heating Challenge 2023 

Co-op nationwide has designated £1,000,000 for 
Community Halls to receive up to £3,000 

funding to help keep these spaces useable.  

£3,000 has been allocated to Crail Community Hall, 
but the community needs to donate to release the 

funds.  

So far we have only accessed £904 of the £3,000 Co-op 
Funding.  

Please help us by donating at… 
www.crowdfunder.co.uk 

Click Explore  
Add Location Crail UK, 

Then select The Heating Challenge  

Stop Press
The Co-op have decided to increase their support
through the Warm Spaced Funding Boost. All
projects will receive a £500 bonus pledge this
week, and the maximum amount that each project
can receive from the live match funding
is increasing to £5,000. This means that you could
receive a total of £5,500 from The Co-op Warm
Spaces Boost. The live match funding will continue
as it has been, but will now stop when you reach a
maximum of £5,500 of total funding from The Co-
op Warm Spaces Boost, rather than £3,000.

Gaelic
On Friday 24th February the Fisheries Museum Cafe, who host
the usual conversation group, will be hosting a wee srùpag and
singalong. Participation is greatly encouraged, but you don't
have to have great language skills to come along, join in and
enjoy the craic.

The event is free, but we ask you endorse the cafe, which is
very reasonably priced and has tasty treats.

Kirsty.Strachan@fife.gov.uk

Donate to the SSPCA https://www.scottishspca.org/
support/donate

Temporary NoWaiting/No Loading at Any Time
Haddfoot Wvnd. Anstruther

WHERE? Anstruther, Haddfoot Wynd (Both Sides) -
from jct.Shore Street to jct. East Green.
WHEN? 24/02/23 at 08.00hrs to 28/02/23 at 17.00hrs,
or until earlier completion of the works.WHY? To
allow Scottish Power works to be carried out in safety..
Any enquiries can be made to the tContact Telephone
No. 0330 1010 444

An English teacher wrote the words:
“A woman without her man is nothing’ on the class

chalkboard and asked the pupils to pinctuate it correctly.

All of the males in the class wrote “A woman, without her
man, is nothing”.

All of the females in the class wrote “A woman: without her,
man is nothing”

Punctuation is powerful.
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Denburn Snowdrops - Denburn ready for a snowdrop festival?
Colin Morrison



The Crail Seagull has its eye on you

СЛАВА УКРАЇНІ ! / GLORYTO UKRAINE !
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The Royal Burgh of Crail and District Community Council

Contact: crailcommunitycouncil@gmail.com
for further information

The next Community Council meeting will be held 7.15pm 27 February, 2023, in The Town Hall

Material for inclusion in Crail Matters should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on
Wednesday 5.00pm for publication in Friday issue. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are
those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style.
Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2023: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton, Isla
Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Mary Butler. Phone contact 07391986293. We are regulated by
IMPRESS, but initial complaints must be made to us. You can view our complaints procedure at
crailmatters.com.

Re vandalism and anti-social behaviour in Crail

The Community Council wish to emphasise that the appropriate response in the event of an incident
however small involving you, or a neighbour, is to immediately call Police Scotland and report the

incident - phone 101 or 999 in an emergency.

AGENDA

Welcome & Apologies

Minutes of meeting held on 30th January 2023

Matters Arising
- Denburn light complaint to Fife Council – cllr AH
- Publish Warm Scots resources in Crail Matters – MT
- Fees and Ethical investment of Common Good Fund –
Cllr AH
- SDRS 3rd party operators information – AH
- Bollards preventing pavement parking by old bank
building – SD
- removing uneven steps at Roome Bay – DJ
- Cycle parking – Cllr AH
- Zoom licensing – MT

- 4 new cherry trees to replace dead acers – DJ/DG
- funding request for new playpark by school to be
channelled through CCP – DWW & DG
- more use to be made of CCC facebook page – e.g dates
of meetings and agenda – EH can undertake this if AH/
DWW make her an admin of the page.

Chairman’s report
Treasurer’s report

Update – Crail Community Partnership

Items for Discussion
1) Publicity for Community Council Election
2) Crail airfield pre planning

AOCB

Oh dear. Who is responsible for this? It
seems as if Fife Council isn’t the only
local Authority who mess up signage.
They’re everywhere!

I’ve had a terrific argument with the
Editors. I refuse to accept the new sketch
of me - it makes me look so small. So, at
last, they’ve been in touch with the man
who did the original sketch, and got him
to enlarge me. And you can see the product -
me looking proudly out surveying the scene
of Crail from the harbour.

I don’t like cats (nasty things that catch
birds). But these two fellas are quite smart.
I’ve got wings, so no problems for me like
that.

Did you know that ants never get sick? It’s
because they have little anty bodies… I’ll
leave now.


