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Residents group formed to push for playpark redevelopment
Following the removal of two pieces of play equipment from the
playpark at the end of January, local councillor and Pittenweem
resident Sean Dillon arranged a meeting on 2 February to look
into the viability of redeveloping the playpark to ensure the
children of Pittenweem have somewhere safe and central to play
outdoors. This meeting was held in the Clock Tower Café and
was well attended by local parents and concerned residents.
Following this discussion it was decided that, like other groups in
the East Neuk, the Pittenweem Playpark Redevelopment (PPD)
group would apply for funding to upgrade the playpark. The first
stage of this process is to carry out a consultation of the local
children and park users, therefore a Google Poll was created and
shared with parents through the school and on our social media
(facebook.com/PittenweemPlaypark) to be completed by 24
February. If you visit the group’s Facebook page you’ll see the link displayed. Click on it and complete the form to have
your views counted.
This consultation will allow Fife Council, who have kindly provided the assistance of Iain Wilson, their Parks
Development Officer, to draw up a design which meets the needs and wants of the children of the village. The designs
will also include a rough cost that will allow the group to approach funding organisations such as the Fife
Environmental Trust for grants. Mr Wilson has advised that for a playpark like the one at Dreelside Park, Anstruther, or
The Mair, St Monans, the cost would be somewhere in the region of £120,000 to £150,000. Given the windows to apply
for funding, the park would likely be completed in 18 to 24 months. Due to the high cost of redevelopment, it will be
necessary for the group to hold fundraising events in the near future and any such events will be publicised beforehand.
Anyone who would be interested in becoming involved or would like to be kept updated on the group’s progress is
encouraged to email pittenweemplaypark@gmail.com to sign up to the group’s mailing list.

New Town Hall events
The first Boot Sale of the year will be on Saturday 25
March, from 9am till 1pm. Tables available at only
£10. And the first Quiz Night will be on 7 April, 7 for
7-30pm. Look out for the posters around town. Details
are also available on the Facebook page and on the
website pittenweemnewtownhall.co.uk. Or you can
contact Margaret Wardlaw on 01333 312362 or
mwar7777@aol.com.

Support your Pittenweem Post
The Pittenweem Post is entirely produced by
volunteers, which we’re delighted to do, but we do
need some funds to cover printing costs. We think
the printed edition is a great idea because it includes
more people in the community – not everyone is
online! If you or someone you know would enjoy the
printed version, these can be picked up at
Pittenweem Library and Robert Adamson Hair
Design. And if you have any spare change to help
with printing costs, you’ll find collecting cans next to
the stacks of printed copies. Thanks for your support!
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Primary School
Community Café in 2023
The Community Café was
set up at the start of this
session following a visit to
the Dory restaurant as part
of a study topic, and the
children were invited for a
return visit to learn some
cooking skills. The children make all the food themselves,
they serve up healthy hot meals, delicious cakes and
scones, and they wait on the tables in a helpful and friendly
way. Folk enjoying an afternoon in the café can give a
donation, which has been used to buy items such as
tablecloths, matching sugar pots, jugs and of course
foodstuffs. The café pays for itself and the children decide
themselves what they would like to spend the money on.
The café is always bursting at the seams with children,
families and folk from the Community.
Dates for the rest of the school year are 2March, 27April,
25May and 22 June. See you there!

World Book Day
On Thursday 2March, the school will be celebrating World
Book Day. This is an opportunity to continue to develop
and encourage good reading habits and enjoyment of
books. Children can come to school in costume, pyjamas
or comfy clothes. The school is asking the children to
bring books that they have finished reading into school on
the day that they can swap with other children. The school
houses will also be organising activities linked to reading
and all children will have the opportunity to join in.

Primary School celebrates Scottish culture
Throughout the month of January the children were finding
out about all things Scottish. Part of this was to learn
Scottish poems, which they recited so beautifully at a
competition on Burns Day itself. Three children from each
class took part and it was clear that every poem, recited in
the Scots’ tongue, had been practised to perfection, with
lots of funny actions. It took courage to stand up in front of
the whole school, so huge congratulations to everyone
involved!
At the school’s Scottish afternoon in school on 14
February, parents and carers were invited to come and take
part in all things Scottish. The winners of the Burns
Competition recited their poems and there was a chance for
singing and dancing.

You can help fix potholes
Don’t just worry about potholes, report them! Take a photo
of the potholes, estimate their size and depth, make a note
of their location (ideally in What3Words) then report them
to Fife Council on fife.gov.uk/services/form-pages/report-
a-road-or-pavement-fault. You need to create a mygov.scot
account. However, once reported, Fife Council will survey,
fix and then email you when the work is complete, as
quickly as in two weeks. Easy…

Before

After

Disaster emergency appeal
St John's is a collecting point for any who would like to
make donations by cash or by cheque to the Disaster
Emergency Committee’s earthquake relief appeal. The
church will be open again this weekend. If it would suit
you to add to this collection by cheque, please make it to
“The DEC Turkey/Syria Earthquake Appeal” and it will be
forwarded directly.

Coming attractions
Colinsburgh Community Cinema is in its 14th season. On
24 February at Colinsburgh Town Hall you can see Yimou
Zhang’s One Second, a 2020 film set during China’s
Cultural Revolution about the tragic chain of events
following the theft of a reel of film. Show starts 7.30pm.
For details of the full season visit
colinsburghcommunitycinema.co.uk.
Anster Cinema continues its film nights at Dreel Halls on 5
March at 6.45pm with a showing of The Duke. Nothing to
do with John Wayne, but Roger Michell’s 2020 comedy-
drama about the 1961 theft of a portrait of the Duke of
Wellington, with a cast of British screen stalwarts led by
Helen Mirren and Jim Broadbent.
Admission to both is £5.

If it quacks…
On 11 and 12 March
Bowhouse Market will be
selling ducks for participation in the Anstruther Duck
Race, to take place on 8 April. Forget the Grand National,
the highlight of the racing calendar is the annual descent of
Dreel Burn by flocks of rubber ducks proudly representing
their sponsors. Choose wisely.

Next Anster nicht
On 16 March at 7.30pmAnstruther Improvement
Association presents a talk entitles “Plants on the Move”
delivered by director of St Andrews Botanic Garden Harry
Watkins. Entry is free to members, £3 for non-members.

Morning Talks at the Probus Club
East Neuk Probus Club hosts talks for retired people on
every first and third Tuesday of the month at 10 for
10.30am in Coastline Community Church on Session
Street. Next up on 21 February the guest speaker is
Stewart Kerr of St Andrews Community Hub, followed on
7 March by Amy Newton of the Multiple Sclerosis
Society, then on 21 March we will hear from the Fife
Coast and Countryside Trust.

Easter arts weekend
Do also make a note that on Easter Weekend, 7 to 10
April, Pittenweem Open Doors 2023 will be taking place,
when a number of local artists will be opening their
venues from the Friday through to the Monday. We will
make a map of the venues available in a future issue.

Children’s book sale
At Pittenweem Community Library we’re having a sale of
surplus children’s books in order to raise funds to
replenish our stocks. You’ll find plenty of bargains to keep
the wee ones engaged, and it’ll help us improve the range
for loaning out. Please come along on Saturday 18
February from 10am to 1pm.
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Crail Folk Club
A cracking good Singers’s Night last week. 13
performers and plenty of listeners. A very mixed
bag of music from good old Scottish traditional to
rock and roll.
There are still tickets left on 23rd when we have
Jocelyn Pettit and Ellen Gira with Miguel Girao.
Another Singers’ Night on March 9th followed by a
double bill on March 23rd with Al Hughes and the
Coaltown Daisies.
Two guest nights in April are selling well -
Anthony Toner who caused a stir supporting
Barbara Dickson back in September, and the ever
popular Jez Lowe
Check it all out at www.crailfolkclub.org.uk
Tickets, videos and full details from http://www.
crailfolkclub.org.uk

World Gaelic Week,
As part of Seachdain na Gàidhlig/ World Gaelic Week, and in
partnership with St Andrews University Celtic Society, a free
Gaelic Awareness Session will be held on Tuesday 21st February at
7pm in the Students Union.

This event is totally free and is for anyone interested in Gaelic, the
connections to Fife and the rights of Gaelic speakers today, as well
as the opportunities that Gaelic can provide for business and
community development. For organisations and venues looking to
develop Gaelic friendly status, this session is an essential first
step.

No booking is necessary, but a registration will be taken on the
night.
If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to Kirsty Strachan
at Kirsty.Strachan@fife.gov.uk.

On Friday 24th February the Fisheries Museum Cafe, who host our
usual conversation group, will be hosting a wee srùpag and
singalong. Participation is greatly encouraged, but you don't have
to have great language skills to come along, join in and enjoy the
craic.

The event is free, but we ask you endorse the cafe, which is very
reasonably priced and has tasty treats.

Support for Turkey and Syria
In response to the tragic events in Turkey and
Syria, a Pittenweem Church Hall coffee
morning has raised more than £700 for the DEC
Turkey-Syria Earthquake Appeal, and was
attended by Wendy Chamberlain, MP for North
East Fife (pictured).

Pittenweem Community Council community
consultation and the Sustainability Festival
Pittenweem Community Council is working with the
children at the Primary School on a project about
Pittenweem – encouraging them to share what they like
about the place where they live and what they think might
make it even better. The results of the children’s work will
be on display at the Pittenweem Sustainability Festival in
the Pittenweem Church Hall on James Street on Thursday
23 March from 2pm to 6:30pm. All welcome! There will be
free hot food and drinks, storytelling for children and
energy advice to householders from Cosy Kingdom. Meet
local renewable installers, and find out about plans for local
Multi Use Paths around Pittenweem, tree planting and seed
swaps. Make a date in your diary now.
This project benefits from Planning Aid Scotland (using
Rural and Island Communities Ideas into Action funding)
and is part of the Local Place Plan process.

Kid’s eye view
Last year we got some idea of what impression
Pittenweem’s children have of the place when, as a response
to the Pittenweem leaflet published by the Community
Library, they were asked to create their own tourist
guidebooks. The results are colourful, funny and a little bit
macabre, and may be consulted on request at the library on
Cove Wynd. Here’s just a sample. [Include jpeg of guide]
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Material for inclusion in Pittenweem Post should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on
Wednesday 5.00pm for publication in Friday issue. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are
those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style.
Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2023: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton,
Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Mary Butler, John Murphy. Phone contact 07391986293. We
are regulated by IMPRESS, but initial complaints must be made to us. You can view our complaints
procedure at crailmatters.com.

Sat 18th Feb Gaelic Bookbug, 10.30am, Forfar Library, Forfar. 
Free song & story session in Gaelic for children ages 0-5. 
No booking (or Gaelic!) required – all welcome.

Gaelic Conversation (regular monthly meeting for intermediate 
speakers), Wellgate Library, Dundee @ 11am – no booking required

Mon 20th

Feb
Introduction to Gaelic for complete beginners
Time: 7-9pm, Hilltown Community Centre, Alexander St,
Dundee. Places are free but must be booked in advance.

Wed 22nd

Feb
Gaelic Song workshop with 2 time Mòd gold medalist, Wilma 
Kennedy.  No experience needed, and mics will be muted!
Time: 7.30 – 8.30pm on Zoom
Free event, but places must be booked in advance

Fri 24th Feb How on earth do you say that?!! A light-hearted tour of Gaelic 
pronunciation for non-Gaelic speakers, using some of the Gaelic you 
will find around you in Scotland.  Time: 7.30 - 8.30pm via Zoom. 
Free event, but places must be booked in advance

Sat 25th Feb Guided Gaelic conversation for post-beginners at Wellgate library, 
Dundee 11am-12.30pm. Event is free, but places must be booked.

Introduction to Gaelic for Complete Beginners (Zoom) @ 4-5pm
Event is free but places must be booked in advance

Sun 26th

Feb
Gaelic in and around Dundee – Guided walk (in English)
Time: 11am, 1.5-2hrs.  Venue: Balgay Cemetery, Dundee.
Event is free, but places must be booked in advance.
This is a repeat of our sell-out walk from last year.

Tea and Tunes with Dundee Gaelic Choir, 1-2pm Marryat Hall, £5
Book here

Most Sessions are free, but pre-booking is required.
Further details, including how to get tickets for events, on the 

‘Dundee and Angus World Gaelic Week’ Facebook page.
You can contact us at DundeeAngusGaelic@outlook.com

Programme of events in Dundee and Angus

Know where your old stamps are?
You now have until 31 July 2023 to use them. Alternatively swap them out.

We’ve added barcodes to all our regular stamps. Regular stamps
without a barcode* will no longer be valid after 31 July 2023. This
follows the introduction of a 6 month grace period from the initial 31
January deadline. You can either use up your non-barcoded stamps
before this new deadline or swap them for the new barcoded ones.
The stamps that have changed are the stamps that will be very familiar
to you. They feature the profile of Her Late Majesty The Queen on a
plain coloured background. The barcodes will enable exciting new
services by connecting physical stamps to the digital world through the
Royal Mail app which you can download here.
Note: Special Stamps with pictures on and Christmas Stamps without
a barcode will continue to be valid and don't need to be swapped out.

West Braes update
The new container at West Braes
Sea Pool and Crazy Golf is now
fully fitted out and is a great boon
to the volunteers and customers
there. The team are also pleased to
announce that Fife Coast and
Countryside Trust will be carrying
out resurfacing work on the car
park in March - in time for Easter
school holidays.

Bass Rock as seen fromWest Braes
crazy golf


