
might already have seen the pile of big blue rolls
there) which we need to cover the tarmac before
burying it in soil. We have also been talking to local
archaeologists and finding out about the potential
medieval graveyard on part of the site and its
associated chapel. Siting of the pond must take this
into consideration so we have organised an

a rchaeo log ica l
survey. We will be
investigating the
site with Ground
Penetrating Radar
a n d
Magnetometry to
build up a high
tech profile of
what is buried
underground, and

what we might need to avoid. The archaeologists will
be on site from the 22nd-26th March, and will be on
hand on Sunday 26th to explain what they are doing
and show how they do it (think Time Team without
Baldrick). Both the geotextile membrane and much of
the archaeological survey has been paid for by the
Nature Restoration Fund from NatureScot, who
provided extra funds for this after a successful
application in December last year. We are still fully
funded to rewild Kilminning but things will continue
to progress slowly over the next six months as we
continue to work with Historic Environment Scotland
to secure planning permission for the pond.

To make a day of it, we will also be doing tree planting
work at Kilminning on the same Sunday (March 26th).
About 80% of the trees we planted last March were
still alive late autumn. We will weed out the dead ones
and remove their stakes and tree guards; plant some
replacements; and weed and mulch round the 2000 or
so trees that are still alive so they can have a good
growing season this year.

Please come and have a look at what is going on at
Kilminning on Sunday March 26th. Talk to a live
archaeologist about dead things; feel good about the
growing trees and give them a helping hand with some
mulch. We will do a bit of litter picking as well to set
Kilminning up for its year of transformation.

The funding team from NatureScot helping mulch the
trees last November when they visited Kilminning for the
day to find out about our project
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Dr James Cobb.

A fitting memorial to Dr James Cobb, formerly of
Kingsbarns, who died in August 2021, has been installed
at Fife Ness Muir where he spent many hours. James, a
great plantsman, grower, and educator was a retired
zoologist from the University of St. Andrews University.
He had an interest in all sorts of plants and was
successful in growing and showing many fine examples
of plants that were difficult to grow.. His own garden at
Kingsbarns could be very dry so when researching
meconopsis (Blue Poppies), he took advantage of the
three gardens of his daughters, spread around the
country, to grow test beds of meconopsis to trial them in
differing climates.

James was also an ornithologist - ringing birds and
observing them at Fife Ness, often in the company of
one of his faithful dogs who were always called
'William’, plus their number in the canine succession -
one of his charming eccentricities. He was very
committed to these dogs, and they to him.
James was a complicated, quiet and kind gentle man of
large intellect with a deep love for, and pride in, his
wonderful wife and their family - a devotion amply
returned.

Kilminning Sunday March 26th 10:00 – 16:00
Archaeology open day, tree planting and mulching

Plans to rewild Kilminning are progressing. Over the
last few months we have been talking to Historic
Environment Scotland and we now have permission to
cover the tarmac with soil to create a wildflower
meadow, and to dig our pond. Last week we had a load
of geotextile membrane delivered to Kilminning (you



EAST NEUK FRIENDS OF CHASAGM

The East Neuk Friends of CHAS held their first AGM since 2018,
and as a result the Group was unable to raise funds until 2022.
The first event held was the Open Gardens held on Sunday 24th
July. It was a beautiful sunny day, with phenomenal feedback
from the visitors. Not only did it raise a lot of money but it also
raised everyone’s spirits. This is the 19th year the Group has been
raising funds for this Charity, and so far have raised around
£70,000.

The second event was the annual Christmas Bazaar, held on
Saturday 29th October. It was Christmas magic, with the CHAS
stall, home baking, craft goods and Bric-a-Brac and a wonderful
Christmas Tree game. As a result of these successful events the
Group were able to present Lyndsay Stobie, Regional
Fundraiser for CHAS with a cheque for £4,500.

Lyndsay gave a very informative speech. Last year, she explained,
CHAS celebrated 30 years. It was started in 1992 when a few
families got together to open a hospice in Scotland. Before this
they had to travel to England. The Scottish hospices can now
accommodate up to eight families in Rachael House, Kinross and
up to eight in Robin House, Balloch.

One good thing that came from the last three years, and continues
today, is the introduction of Zoom and CHAS has been able to
contact children and families in their own homes giving support
and advice. They were still able to deal with emergencies in the
hospices, and were working very close with the NHS to support
the families. The result is the virtual hospice is here to stay.
CHAS has also employed a Resident Musician, Rachael, and
because of Zoom she can now reach children anywhere in
Scotland, singing and playing music with them.

The Group Events for 2023 start with a Ceilidh to be held in Crail
Community Hall on 13th May 2023, 7-10.30pm, BYOB, and with
the band “Freereelin”. Tickets are £10 per adult and £5 per
child and can be bought from Liz or on-line from https://www.
ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/st-andrews-road/crail-community-
hall. This is being organised by Crail Community Hall in
conjunction with the East Neuk Friends of CHAS.

Peaceful in Peach Colin Morrison
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Following the Ceilidh is the annual Open Gardens on
Sunday 24th July, and the Christmas Bazaar on
Saturday 28th October 2023. We look forward to
welcoming everyone to these events.

CONTACT: Margo McKee, 07969789870
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Fife Council Bin collections
Kingsbarns

28 March Grey Bin
4 April Brown and Blue Bin
11 April Green Bin
18 April Brown and Blue Bin
25 April Grey Bin
2 May Brown and Blue Bin
9 May Green Bin
16 May Blue and Brown Bin

Material for inclusion in Kingsbarns Eagle should be sent to crailmatters@gmail.com and received on
Wednesday 5.00pm for publication in Friday issue. Any views expressed in Letters to the Editor are
those of the author, and not of Crail Matters. We reserve the right to edit copy for length and style.
Submission does not guarantee inclusion. © Crab Publishing 2023: Editorial Team: Julie Middleton,
Isla Reid, Valencia Sowry, Max Taylor, Mary Butler. Phone contact 07391986293. We are regulated by
IMPRESS, but initial complaints must be made to us. You can view our complaints procedure at
crailmatters.com.

Just some moss on a wall. Colin Morrrison

Walking Challenge Update

Hello. Just a quick update about our March Walking
Challenge for Dementia. By the time you read this my boys
and I will be starting our last week of the Challenge. I have to
admit that the target of 100 miles is harder to achieve than I
thought. 3 miles or so isn’t that difficult for me to do, but
having to do that distance every day is proving much more of
a challenge. However, when my knees start to grumble ever
louder, and old injuries rise up to remind me that I’m not 20
or 30, but more than twice that age, I still have to drive on
without stopping. After all there is no respite for dementia
sufferers, they don’t get a day off, and that’s what this walking
challenge is all about - trying to make life a bit better.
At the start of this week, I have covered 71 miles so I can see
the end. I’m very grateful to all the folk who have so far given
so generously, and there’s still plenty of time for anyone else
who wishes to donate. Thanks, Isla.


